
by Barrett Seaman

Drive by Lee Kennedy’s house on Harwood 
Avenue in the Philipse Manor section of 
Sleepy Hollow on or around a national holi-
day, and you’re sure to see the Stars and Stripes 
flying from the pole in the front yard. If you 
look carefully, however, you’ll note that it is 
hardly ever a standard contemporary 50-star 
American flag. 

On Flag Day, June 14, for example, it was 
a replica of the “star spangled banner” that 
flew over Ft. McHenry that memorable night 
in 1814 and inspired Francis Scott Key. This 
Fourth of July, Kennedy will be flying one of 
his 13-star flags from the revolutionary pe-
riod. They will be replicas of what is left of a 
collection of 300 Continental and American 
flags, along with British and Scottish fore-
bears of the iconic Stars and Stripes he once 
owned.  He still has some 60 mostly nylon 
replicas (they fold better and fly more freely) 
but donated the original collection in 2000 

to the Oklahoma Science Museum. The replicas that 
remain he keeps in a closet where they are stored snugly 
but neatly—each wrapped in a plastic dry-cleaning bag.

There was a time a couple of decades ago when Lee 
and his late wife Sue lived in Millbrook in a 7,000  
square-foot house that allowed him to give full dis-
play to his collection. There, one could have seen a 
35-star flag, which included West Virginia (admitted 
in 1863) but not Nevada, which joined the union in 
1864. He has one unusual flag that sets 13 blue stars 
on a white background with blue and red stripes. A 
battle flag of that design flew at the head of General 
Nathaniel Greene’s troops when they defeated Corn-
wallis at Guildford Courthouse in North Carolina in 
March 1781, eight months before the British general 
ultimately surrendered at Yorktown. He has a copy of 
the Serapis flag that John Paul Jones hoisted above the 
British frigate Serapis after he brashly captured it off 
England’s Flamborough Head in 1779. 

Kennedy’s passion for flags—in particular American 
flags and their British and Scottish forbears—goes back 
to 1958 when, on his last posting at Stewart Air Force 
Base (now Stewart International Airport), he went on 
leave with friends to East Poultney, Vermont. There, in 
an old inn he spotted a commemorative flag in the pat-
tern of a Betsy Ross flag with an added 14th star, repre-
senting Vermont, which joined the original 13 in 1791. 

Intrigued, he began collecting, flag by flag. While 
browsing around the 

Lee Kennedy once had a collection of 
300 Continental and American flags.

They Did It!: Students from five area high schools received their diplomas dur-
ing graduation ceremonies. See pages 13-17 for listings of all the graduates 
and photos.
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Lee Kennedy: Sleepy 
Hollow’s Man of Many Flags

by Katherine Cain

Last month, the Irvington Board of 
Trustees approved the budget for updating 
Matthiessen Park, with construction likely 
to start next spring. The biggest changes 
to the park will be modernizing the play-
ground to include three age-appropriate 
play structures, swings and a splash pad, 
and widening the paths in order to allow 
scooters and bikes alongside walkers and 
runners. A second and third phase are also 
planned, which will update the bathrooms 
at the entrance, and add a stage and perfor-
mance pavilion to the park. 

The plans were met with virtually no op-
position, as an updated park is something 
that many Irvington residents have been 
asking for in recent years. Matt Kamin, a 
father of two young children and a member 
of the Playground Committee - a group of 
residents that were tasked with researching 
local playgrounds and coming up with a 
design to present to the board - is thrilled 
that the budget was passed, and excited for 
what’s to come. 

“The community will be getting an even 
more beautiful park than the one we cur-
rently have now,” he said. “I am hoping 
this leads to a bit of a renaissance down at 
Matthiessen Park where people will use the 

park more and more.” 
Joe Archino, superintendent of the Rec-

reation and Parks Department, is working 
with the playground designer to establish a 
timeline for the project. “The current goal 
would be to have the project bid and ap-
proved so that full construction could start 
in the spring of 2020,” he said. With that 
timeline, construction would be finished 
by the fall. 

The next step is to evaluate the park rules 
and make amendments according to what 
village residents feel most passionately 
about. Meetings will be held on these top-
ics in the fall. One key change many resi-
dents would like to see is the allowance of 
dogs in the park. Post-construction, dogs 
on leash with a valid license will most likely 
be allowed into the park, if supported by 
both public opinion and the village board. 

Another change that a group of residents, 
led by the Irvington Activists, feel strongly 
about is making Matthiessen Park open to 
all, as it is currently open to just Irvington 
residents. The mayor and the board will 
be re-evaluating the resident rules to see 
what changes could be put into place, one 
of which might be to amend the language 
on the park’s entry signage to make it more 
welcoming. 

Continued on page 3
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by Alexa BrandenbergInquiring Photographer

“What Advice Would You Give to Graduating High School Seniors?”

Carlos Mendonca
Sleepy Hollow

“Be nice to Mom and Dad, 
because they’ve done all that 
they can.”

Carolin Almonte (with Carlos)
Tarrytown

“Learn how to manage your 
fi nances – something that you 
probably didn’t learn in high 
school, but you will need to 
know in college.”

Editor 
RICK PEZZULLO
editor@thehudsonindependent.com
914.631.6311

Operations Manager
PAULA ROMANOW ETZEL
914.631.6311
indyoffi ce@thehudsonindependent.com

Ad Production Manager 
TOM SCHUMACHER 
adsales@thehudsonindependent.com 

Ad Sales Manager
JONATHAN MARSHALL
(914) 374-7564
hudsonindyadmgr@gmail.com

Advertising Sales Director
SUZANNE STEPHANS
(914) 255-1314
hudsonindyads@gmail.com

Art Direction
WENDY TITTEL DESIGN 
results@wendytitteldesign.com

Circulation Manager 
JOANNE M. TINSLEY
info@thehudsonindependent.com

What’s Happening Editor
NEAL RENTZ, nealrentz@yahoo.com

Webmaster
Tim Thayer, tt@eyebuzz.com

Member of the New York Press Association (NYPA)

P.O. Box 336, Irvington, NY  10533
Phone: 914.631.6311 

Website: www.thehudsonindependent.com

Contact Hudson Valley News Corporation:
info@thehudsonindependent.com

Send listings for events/activities to: 
listings@thehudsonindependent.com

Send letters to the editor to: 
letters@thehudsonindependent.com
 

Published by the Hudson Valley News 
Corporation:   
Walter Montgomery;   President
Robert Kimmel, Vice President; Dean Gallea,
Treasurer, Michael Richards, Barrett Seaman

Editorial Board: Barrett Seaman, Chair, 
Kevin Brown, Paula Romanow Etzel, Steven 
Gosset, Robert Kimmel, Alexander Roberts, 
Maria Ann Roglieri, Joanne M. Tinsley, 
Donald Whitely

Eddie Salse
Dobbs Ferry

“Be smart before signing 
student loans, and if you don’t 
know what you want to do be-
fore committing fi nancially, fi nd 
cheaper alternatives.”

Noel Rodriguez
Sleepy Hollow

“College is very different from 
high school. Make sure you 
learn time management, or you 
will be scattered and over-
whelmed.”

Madeleine Green
Dobbs Ferry

“Think about what you want your 
future to be and talk to your 
counselors, advisors, and teach-
ers in high school while they’re 
there for you. It’s up to you.”
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At Pell Wealth Partners, we want to know what is truly important to you. Where do
you want to go and how do you want to get there?
 
We all cross different milestones on our journey. With your finances in balance,
you can feel comfortable knowing you are on the right path to achieving the goals
you’ve set for your family, and yourself.
 
We know that everyone’s path is different. It is our goal to help our clients invest
according to their distinct needs and values. Whether that includes making an
impact on the world through socially responsible investing, or other unique
strategies such as using a quantitative investment approach to help take the
emotion out of the investment process, we are here to help guide you on your
distinct path.
 
We look forward to learning what is important to you. Call us today so we can get
started on your journey…together.

Geri Eisenman Pell, CFP, MBA, CDFA
Private Wealth Advisor

Barron's Top 100 Women 
Financial Advisors 2009-2019
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Correction
In an article published last month on a public hearing on the Village of Sleepy 

Hollow’s Comprehensive Plan and Local Waterfront Revitalization Program, it was 
stated only 2,684 persons lived in Sleepy Hollow in 1980 when its last Master Plan 
was adopted. According to the U.S Census, about 8,000 residents called Sleepy Hol-
low home.

Th e Hudson Independent regrets the error.
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SOMETHING OUT OF THE ORDINARY!

30 Fairview Avenue, Tarrytown
 List Price: $1,060,000

This Storybook style 5-6 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath home with stucco exterior 
and “forever” red slate roof, is nestled on a most unusual Tarrytown street 

with the feeling of a quiet country lane. A little bit Arts and Crafts and a little 
bit English Cottage, the superb attention to crafting detail throughout this 

house makes for unexpected views through each doorway.

IRVINGTON BROKERAGE | 46 MAIN STREET | 914.295.3500
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. 

Valerie Kopelman
Licensed RE Associate Broker
m: 914.261.6609
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e: cottagetocastle@gmail.com
w: valeriekopelman.juliabfee.com
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by Rick Pezzullo

Th e Driver’s License Access and Privacy 
Act, commonly known as the Green Light 
bill, which restores the right to obtain a 
license, regardless of immigration status, 
was approved by New York lawmakers last 
month.

Th e law existed prior to 2001 and was 
signed by Governor Cuomo shortly after 
the Senate narrowly approved the measure 
June 17, 33-29, one vote more than the 
minimum required.

“Today, we passed legislation restoring 
the right for all qualifi ed drivers to obtain 
drivers’ licenses regardless of immigration 
status,” said Senate Majority Leader Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins. “By passing this needed 
legislation, we are growing our economy 
while at the same time making our roads 
safer. Th is is the right step forward for New 
York State as we continue to advocate for 
comprehensive immigration reform on the 
federal level.”

Th e Driver’s License Access and Privacy 
Act (Green Light NY) will allow non-com-
mercial driver’s license or learner’s permit 
applicants to be able to submit additional 
proofs of identity to be eligible for a non-
Federal license. It also waives the social se-
curity number requirement if the applicant 
signs an affi  davit that they have not been is-
sued a social security number and provides 
the DMV with discretion to approve addi-
tional proofs of identity and age. Further, 
this legislation will protect the data of the 
applicants from unwarranted release.

Th is legislation provides additional gov-

ernment revenue, supports New York busi-
nesses and increases road safety. Statewide, 
the Fiscal Policy Institute estimates the legis-
lation will result in $83.9 million in govern-
ment revenues over the fi rst three years and 
$6.4 million in recurring revenue thereafter. 

In Connecticut, where a similar policy 
was implemented four years ago, there have 
been almost 4,000 fewer unlicensed driving 
convictions and hit-and-run crashes have 
dropped 9% between 2016 and 2018.

Twelve states and Washington, D.C., cur-
rently allow undocumented immigrants 
to drive. New Jersey is weighing a similar 
proposal. It is estimated in New York State 
there are more than 750,000 undocument-
ed immigrants over the age of 16 who were 
barred from obtaining driver’s licenses as a 
result of their immigration status.

Neighbors Link, a Mount Kisco-based 
immigrant advocacy organization, issued a 
statement on the passage of the bill.

“Th e Green Light bill is a win-win for 
the safety and benefi t of all New York-
ers. Hard working immigrants will be 
able to access a driver’s license to drive to 
work or take their children to school and 
doctor’s appointments without fear that a 
minor stop will lead to detention or even 
deportation. Neighbors Link is grateful to 
all the advocates who attended rallies and 
wrote or called their elected offi  cials. And 
we are especially grateful to Senate Majority 
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins for show-
ing the leadership required for bringing this 
to a vote and to all the elected offi  cials who 
championed this bill.”

NY Lawmakers Approve 
Law to Restore Right to 
Obtain a Driver’s License

by Alexa BrandenbergInquiring Photographer

“What Advice Would You Give to Graduating High School Seniors?”

village of Millbrook, he found one with 
holes at the folds, apparently nibbled by 
mice. But it had 37 stars, which would have 
placed it after the admission of Nebraska in 
1867. “I asked the owner what he wanted 
for it,” he recalls. “He thought $25 should 
do it.” Deal!

When the Kennedys left the big old house 
in Millbrook and lost the display space his 
burgeoning collection required, he decided 
to donate them, choosing the Oklahoma 
Science Museum in his home state. All that 
remain are the replicas, plenty of photos 
(see gallery at www.thehudsonindependent.
com) and a lot of historical knowledge. 
“History comes to life when you study 
something like this,” says the 84-year-old 
retired architect. 

One question that lingers: was it indeed 
Betsy Ross who sewed that fi rst fl ag, as is 
widely believed and taught? Kennedy has 
his doubts. “No provenance exists to con-
fi rm that hers, nor any other 13-star fl ag, 
was indeed the ‘fi rst’ American fl ag,” he 
says. “While it is true that Betsy (nee Gris-
som) lived, was a seamstress and sewed fl ags, 
says Kennedy, “her own grandson, William 

Canby, admitted that he could fi nd no of-
fi cial record identifying the maker of the 
fi rst American fl ag. Canby admitted that he 
could fi nd no offi  cial record identifying just 
who did make the fi rst American fl ag,” says 
Kennedy. “Yet since he also found nothing 
to disprove that it was his grandmother’s, 
he decided to abide by the long-held fam-
ily tradition that Betsy Ross deserved the 
honor. Whoever sewed those fi rst stitches,” 
concludes Kennedy, “the fl ag itself remains 
a patriotic treasure.”

Looking back over the centuries of fl ag 
evolution since the revolution, Kennedy has 
come to appreciate what he calls the “gene-
alogy” of the American fl ag. While living in 
London in the late seventies, he took note 
of the similarity of the hues of red and blue 
in both the British Union Jack and the Stars 
and Stripes. “Working backward in time via 
the British Navy, the 100-year combining 
of Scotland and England into Great Brit-
ain, and ultimately the St. George’s and St. 
Andrew’s fl ags identifi ed that genealogy.” 
What he has yet to fi gure out, he admits, is, 
“How in the world did someone come up 
with the idea of having a cluster of stars in 
the upper left-hand corner and alternating 
stripes?” 

Continued from page 1

SH Flag Man



by Barrett Seaman

Consistent with its Updated Compre-
hensive Plan, which was approved last 
year, the Village of Irvington is poised to 
rezone a stretch of North Broadway, from 
Strawberry Lane northward to Sunnyside 
Lane on the Tarrytown border. For years, 
the properties east of Broadway have been 
zoned for single-family homes on two-
acre plots, but the lion’s share of the land 
is comprised of six large tracts currently 

used either by non-profits, such as Abbott 
House and the Holy Spirit Association (the 
Unification Church), or by commercial 
enterprises, such as the office park man-
aged by KEF Holdings, previously known 
as the Carrafiello property.

It was the Carrafiello property that was 
the subject of a two-year deliberation by 
the village board as to whether or not to 
grant a variance that would allow Bright-
view to build an assisted living and memo-
ry facility on the eight-acre lot. Brightview 
eventually withdrew that application be-
cause of opposition to the size and scope 
of the project by Mayor Brian C. Smith.

The current proposal, which has been in 
a public hearing phase since May, would 
open the properties to a wide range of uses, 
including assisted living facilities, boutique 
hotels, full service restaurants, bed and 
breakfasts, places of worship, member-
ship clubs, offices, including small medi-
cal practices, research and design firms or 
multi-family apartments or townhomes.

As broad and varied as the proposed 
uses are, the plan has plenty of restrictions 
on property coverage, Floor Area Ratios 
(FAR), setbacks and height restrictions, as 
well as the village’s ultimate control over 
the mix of uses. In the case of a multi-
family or attached housing application, 

for example, the board would retain the 
right to require a portion to be dedicated 
to affordable housing units. It would also 
be unlikely for the board to approve more 
than one boutique hotel, private club or 
office park

At a June 3 public hearing, Smith as-
sured residents, “We don’t want to have 
Rivertowns Square here,” referring to the 
large and almost urban mixed-use com-
plex alongside the Saw Mill River Parkway 
in Dobbs Ferry. At a subsequent hearing, 
Smith said, “We don’t want to be reactive 
to the next Continuum,” referring to an 
earlier and even more protracted delibera-
tion over a proposal to build an assisted liv-
ing and memory care facility on the former 
4.8-acre FEE property on South Broad-
way. That too ended in the withdrawal of 
the proposal.

Notwithstanding the dismal track record 
of assisted living proposals in Irvington, 
Seth Mandelbaum, an attorney represent-
ing yet another assisted living developer, 
Massachusetts-based LCB Senior Living, 
wrote a letter to the board and made an 
appearance at the June 3 public hearing 
at which he announced that his client 
planned to apply for a 100-unit facility 
on the four-acre lot, known as the Maxon 
Property. The property, which includes an 

allegedly haunted Gothic mansion, would 
face many of the same issues the Continu-
um application did in terms of the size of 
the proposed facility and its proximity to 
residential neighborhoods. 

To date, LCB has not followed through 
on its plans. Village Attorney Marianne 
Stecich said she thinks “that’s on hold.” 
Another clue that LCB might have backed 
away from its plan was the appearance at 
the June 17 public hearing of Taylor Palm-
er, an attorney representing the estate of 
Stanley Rubenzahl, which owns the Max-
on property. He asked the board to con-
tinue its hearings so that his client could 
more closely study the proposed re-zoning 
and make suggestions.

Village officials say such input would 
be welcomed, though so far, Maxon is the 
only one of the six large tract owners to 
volunteer ideas. As for village residents, 
public comments to date reflect a tradi-
tional wariness of any change that threat-
ens Irvington’s essential small-town charac-
ter, along with a cautious openness to new 
ideas that might avoid future contentious 
debates over each and every land use pro-
posal. Mayor Smith said public hearings 
will remain open into September.

Irvington Village Board Solicits Views on Mixed-Use Plan 
for North Broadway
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Picture perfect Village of Tarrytown Victorian, completely updated 
for today & ready to move-in. Gaze at the river through top of 
the line Marvin windows, enjoy the Central air-conditioning, , 
new family room, gorgeous new kitchen with marble counters, 
rosewood library, 5 bedrooms including stunning master suite, 
Waterworks bathroom, and office. Many custom built-ins 
throughout the home, 2 fireplaces, new mahogany deck. Finished 
lower level playroom and gym, door-to-garden and yard. The .31 
acre property is professionally landscaped to maximize the home’s 
beauty and privacy. Walk to all in village of Tarrytown.  

Web# HI1562807  |  Tarrytown  |  $1,299,000

121 Neperan Avenue
Tarrytown

I R V I N G T O N  B R O K E R A G E  ·  1 1 3  M A I N  S T R E E T,  I R V I N G T O N ,  N Y  1 0 5 3 3  ·  H O U L I H A N L A W R E N C E . C O M

Source: HGMLS 1/1/18-12/31/18, total vol. single-family homes sold, Tarrytown School District, by agent Houlihan Lawrence Irvington Brokerage.

The #1 Houlihan Lawrence Agent in Tarrytown School District 
Top Producer in the Irvington Office

A N D R E A  M A R T O N E
Real Estate Salesperson

M 914.261.7458 
AMartone@houlihanlawrence.com
www.andreamartoneny.com

Call Andrea for a private consultation regarding your real estate needs. Your Home & House Expert
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by Barrett Seaman

Dobbs Ferry’s Don Marra knows a thing 
or two about how to run a village. He was 
the mayor of Dobbs for most of the 1990s 
and served on various village boards and 
committees. He was the Deputy Village 
Administrator and then Village Adminis-
trator for Irvington and an interim village 
administrator in Bronxville. Sprinkled in 
there were stints as Assistant Superinten-
dent for Administration for the Irvington 
School District and for many years before 
that a teacher and coach in the Irvington 
schools.

Now he is 12 years into a 
second (or you could call it 
third or fourth) career as a 
Municipal Consultant—es-
sentially a one-man search 
firm that finds administra-
tors and managers for local 
governments. Last month, he 
completed his 14th successful 
search, finding a new Village 
Manager for Hastings-on-Hudson. Since he 
started in the search business, he has helped 
fill slots for a dozen different Westchester 
municipalities, including placing the cur-
rent Village Administrators for Sleepy Hol-

low, Tarrytown, Dobbs Ferry 
and Irvington. 

“He knows everyone,” said 
Hastings-on-Hudson mayor 
Nicola “Niki” Armacost, 
Marra’s most recent benefi-
ciary. 

“I think I can speak for 
the entire board when I say 
I found Don’s work to be 

thorough, thoughtful, insightful and ulti-
mately successful,” said Tarrytown Mayor 
Drew Fixell, for whom Marra brought back 
Village Administrator Richard Slingerland. 
“We always felt that we were getting ex-

tremely competent, professional assistance 
and advice.”

Marra’s not-so-secret formula is a search 
system not unlike what the large national 
search firms follow as they seek to fill high-
powered jobs, only tailored to local village 
governments. He starts by setting up a time 
frame, working backwards from the date 
the incumbent official plans to leave. He in-
terviews everyone on the staff, as well as the 
mayor and trustees and creates a grid chart 
synopsizing what each of them is after in a 
new hire. He creates and posts a description 
of the job reflecting those views and circu-

Don Marra: Headhunter for Village Governments

allegedly haunted Gothic mansion, would 
face many of the same issues the Continu-
um application did in terms of the size of 
the proposed facility and its proximity to 
residential neighborhoods. 

To date, LCB has not followed through 
on its plans. Village Attorney Marianne 
Stecich said she thinks “that’s on hold.” 
Another clue that LCB might have backed 
away from its plan was the appearance at 
the June 17 public hearing of Taylor Palm-
er, an attorney representing the estate of 
Stanley Rubenzahl, which owns the Max-
on property. He asked the board to con-
tinue its hearings so that his client could 
more closely study the proposed re-zoning 
and make suggestions.

Village officials say such input would 
be welcomed, though so far, Maxon is the 
only one of the six large tract owners to 
volunteer ideas. As for village residents, 
public comments to date reflect a tradi-
tional wariness of any change that threat-
ens Irvington’s essential small-town charac-
ter, along with a cautious openness to new 
ideas that might avoid future contentious 
debates over each and every land use pro-
posal. Mayor Smith said public hearings 
will remain open into September.

Irvington Village Board Solicits Views on Mixed-Use Plan 
for North Broadway

Don Marra

by Julia Ann Friedman

Relay for Life is an annual national event 
hosted in towns across the United States. 
The goal of this event is to raise awareness 
and show support for people with cancer 
and for people whose friends and families 
are affected by cancer. 

In Tarrytown/Sleepy Hollow, the event 
takes place at the Sleepy Hollow High 
School (SHHS) track. Rising senior Emma 
Guarneri said, “I’ve been involved in Relay 
for Life since it came to our community 
in 2016. I get excited about it every year 

because I get to see our whole community 
come together against something that af-
fects everyone. I’ve lost multiple members 
of my family to cancer, and being able to 
remember them and honor them every year 
is so important to me.” SHHS teacher and 
Team Captain of a team of SHHS teachers, 
Edual Collado, commented, “I like to do 
my part in society and help those in need. 
You never know in life when you will be 
the one asking for the same support. Doing 
events like this makes me feel like a better 
human being.” 

Tarrytown resident and parent of stu-

dents at SHHS, Sue Geisker shared, “Our 
family has participated in Relay for Life 
for the past four years. We walk to honor 
our deceased friends and family and a close 
friend who is cancer-free for six years. This 
year cancer has a significant and direct im-
pact on us. We sought donations because 
my husband David was recently diagnosed 
with colon cancer and is currently under-
going chemotherapy.”

Geisker remarked, “Community mem-
bers come together to laugh, to cry, hug 
and share memories. We gather to support 
each other, walk the track and raise money 

for cancer research/cure. This community 
event is beautiful and touching. The reality 
is that everyone knows someone affected 
by cancer. Relay for Life is analogous to 
battling cancer by starting in daylight, go-
ing into darkness and hopefully emerging 
into the healing morning light.”

This year, the Relay for Life of the Tar-
rytowns event raised more than $21,500 
for the American Cancer Society. Collado 
spoke for everyone when he said, “I would 
like to help find a cure for this disease in 
my lifetime. Too many people that I love 
and care for have been affected by cancer.” 

Relay for Life of the Tarrytowns Raises Over $21,000 for Cancer Society

Continued on page 12
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by Robert Kimmel 

Tossing food scraps into a garbage pail 
whose contents end up in a municipal land-
fill or incinerator will become a vanishing 
practice in the rivertowns if community 
environmental groups fully succeed in their 
latest ecological pursuit.

Food waste decaying in landfills produces 
methane gas which traps heat in the atmo-
sphere and contributes to global warming 
and climate change. As a greenhouse gas, 
methane is twenty times more effective than 
carbon dioxide in trapping heat.  

Prompted by their eco-friendly local or-
ganizations, the villages of Dobbs Ferry, Ir-
vington, Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow are 
now engaged in programs offering drop-off 
points to which residents can bring their 
collected food scraps. From those locations, 
the food scraps are carted to an upstate com-
posting facility. They are reprocessed there 
into nutrient-rich compost.    

The Town of Greenburgh took the early 
initiative in January 2018, by partnering 
with the Greenburgh Nature Center to set 
up a residential food scrap recycling pro-
gram, the largest in Westchester County. 
The town established a drop-off site for all 
town residents at the Anthony F. Veteran 
Park in Hartsdale.  

Town Supervisor Paul Feiner called it “a 
first step that could reduce the amount of 
garbage that we get rid of.” He now has 
plans for a second, much bigger step. The 
town is expecting a $250,000 grant from 
the state to purchase two trucks so Green-
burgh could begin curbside pick-up of food 
scraps throughout the town beginning in 
2020. 

“There is a good chance we will be able to 
pick up curbside next year,” Feiner said. “It 
would provide an opportunity for the town 
to work cooperatively with the villages. We 
have to work out an agreement with the vil-

lages to see if they like the concept.”
The Tarrytown Environmental Advisory 

Council (TEAC) was successful late last 
year in having its village establish a food 
scrap drop-off project. Village Administra-
tor Richard Slingerland described it as “a 
good thing for our community to help re-
duce greenhouse gas.” The village set up a 
drop-off location with multiple containers 
adjacent to Pierson Park between its Recre-
ation Center and the Senior Center. 

“We are happy to see over half a ton of 
food scraps being dropped off each week at 
the village’s current collection point,” TEAC 
co-chairs Rachel Tieger and Dean Gallea 
reported last month. Seven dumpsters there 
each hold about 200 pounds of scraps, the 
discarded trimmings, leftover and spoiled or 
expired food, Gallea related.   

Food scrap collection kits are being sold 
by the village to make the procedure more 
convenient for residents. Each includes a 
small countertop bin, a roll of 25 com-
postable bags and a larger, lockable outdoor 
transporter bin in which to store the collect-
ed scraps and bring them to the collection 
point. The kits are available at their cost, 
$20, at Village Hall, the Recreation Center 
and at Warner Library. Only compostable 
bags are suitable for the scrap deposits, and 
additional rolls of those bags are available at 
the Recreation Center for $2. 

Encouraged by its Environmental Advi-
sory Council (SHEAC), Sleepy Hollow has 
partnered with Tarrytown, signing an Inter-
Municipal Agreement at the end of March, 
to participate with that village’s existing 
Food Scrap Drop-Off Program. The two 
villages will share the cost of a one-year con-
tract with Suburban Carting to collect the 
scraps from the Tarrytown location and take 
them to the composting facility, according 
to SHEAC’s Co-Chair, Clair Davis. Drop-
off kits are also available at Sleepy Hollow 
Village Hall.    

“Community reaction thus far has been 
very favorable among those who are aware of 
the program, and greater participation is an-
ticipated as the word gets out more widely,” 
Davis said. She added that Sleepy Hollow’s 
participation is being promoted with post-
ers and flyers which are also being translated 
into Spanish to reach the village’s Hispanic 
population. “It is important to note that the 
new program will accept many more items 
than are usable in a backyard plot,” Davis 
said.   (See adjoining list.)

TEAC’s Gallea anticipated the possible 
relocation of Tarrytown’s drop-off site to 
a better setting, which could come “in the 
near future to accommodate this expanding 
program. In the longer term, the Green-
burgh planned curbside pick-up will greatly 
increase participation,” Gallea noted.  

“There are no plans to set up a separate 
drop-off point within Sleepy Hollow as 
the program is just getting started here,” 
SHEAC’s Davis stated. “However, with the 
Town of Greenburgh proposing the curb-
side pick-up program in 2020, SHEAC is 
considering the possibility of approaching 
the Mt. Pleasant Town Board to see if they 
might consider a similar program.”

Irvington’s all volunteer Green Policy Task 
Force worked with its village to start a food 
scrap recycling program this past May. Ann 
Holmes, representing the Task Force, called 
it, “a very exciting time, because there is a 
big shifting of consciousness as well as be-
havior, and this is going to bring a lot of cost 
savings as well as a valuable resource for our 
region.”

Residents in Irvington are being asked 
to bring their collected food scraps to the 
Farmer’s Market at the back lot of the Main 
Street School. Holmes noted that the Farm-
er’s Market does not provide residents with a 
weekday drop-off place, as it is open only on 
Sundays during 

Food Scrap Recycling Projects Expanding in the Rivertowns

Continued on page 12

Food Scrap 
Drop-Off Items 
Accepted Items
ALL food waste, including:
•  Fruits and Vegetables (remove 

stickers, rubber bands, twist ties)
• Meat and Poultry (bones ok)
• Fish and Shellfish (shells ok)
• Dairy Products
• Bread and Pasta
• Rice and Grains
• Egg Shells
• Chips and Snacks
• Nuts and Seeds
•  Leftover, Spoiled and Expired 

Food (cooked ok)

Other Items  
(If in doubt, ask before contami-
nating your food scrap recycla-
bles):
• Coffee Grounds (paper filters ok)
• Tea Bags (no staples)
• Paper Towels and Napkins
•  Cut flowers (not landscaping 

waste)
• Compostable Bags

Items Not Accepted
It is important not to include the 
following items, as they will con-
taminate your food scrap recy-
clables:
• Plastic Bags
• Baby/Hand Wipes
• Diapers
• Glass, Metal or Plastic
• Pet Waste or Kitty Litter
• Styrofoam
• Yard Waste



THE 
NEW 
RIDE

SHARE

edgeonhudson.com

A New View On The River
EDGE-ON-HUDSON

The information provided in this advertisement is not an offering of homes for sale. Edge-on-Hudson is soliciting interest in the overall project and will share your interest with builders constructing and selling homes. No offering 
of homes for sale can be made by an individual builder and no deposits can be accepted, or reservations, binding or non-binding, can be made until the builder’s offering plan is approved by the New York State Department of Law.

A new riverfront destination is coming to the edge of Sleepy Hollow. 
Steps from Metro-North and only 37 minutes from Grand Central. 

Featuring urban townhomes, condos, apartments, lush parks and trails. 
A future waterfront promenade, boutique hotel, shops, dining and 

o   ce lofts. With views from the new Governor Mario M. Cuomo 
(Tappan Zee) Bridge to the Manhattan skyline.

1.5 MILES OF WATERFRONT PROMENADE. 
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Food Scrap Recycling Projects Expanding in the Rivertowns DISCOVER
LYNDHURST
FREE TOURS

THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS + MONDAYS 
are free for Tarrytown residents. 

PLUS new landscape tours on  
SUNDAYS at 10:30am only.

Call ahead to reserve your place on a tour. 
  

 

 Visit lyndhurst.org and go!

NEW! 
LANDSCAPE TOUR
SUNDAYS 10:30AM

Made possible by the Westchester 
Community Foundation Feldman 
Fund, a program of The New York 
Community Trust.
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One block from Tarrytown Music Hall, 
another venue, the Jazz Forum, has made 
a name for itself as Westchester’s only dedi-
cated jazz club. The club just celebrated its 
second anniversary. 

Jazz Forum is an 85-seat venue offer-
ing patrons an intimate experience with 
internationally renowned jazz artists year-
round, featuring two sets Friday and Satur-
day nights and two Sunday shows.

“We are elated by the reception and ap-
preciation of performers and patrons,” said 
Executive Director, Mark Morganelli. 

Morganelli and his partner/wife, Ellen 
Prior, greet incoming guests who enjoy 
amenities including a lounge with a vintage 
pool table. Morganelli regales visitors with 
40 years of stories about artists he has pre-
sented. The lounge also has eclectic details 
including throne chairs from Dobbs Ferry’s 

South Presbyterian Church.
Inside, the club features a hand-crafted 

walnut bar, a rotating exhibit of original 
works by area visual artists, and an exten-
sive bar menu including Italian wines that 
Morganelli and Prior selected during the 
club’s two-year construction. An informal 
dinner menu developed and prepared by 
the club’s chef includes entrées, homemade 
desserts, salads, Italian cheeses and char-
cuterie.  

The club operates as a signature program 
of the non-profit Jazz Forum Arts. Mor-
ganelli and Prior are the first to acknowl-
edge that the club’s success is due in large 
part to the support of their community of 
patrons, some of whom have followed the 
couple since they put on free jazz concerts 
in Manhattan’s Riverside Park over 30 years 
ago. 

The club was launched with a 
three-year grant from New York-
Presbyterian along with Arts-
Westchester and other corporate 
and governmental funds. As an 
extraordinary expression of the 
commitment and appreciation 
of patrons, the club opened with 
donations from nearly 70 “Char-
ter Donors” beginning nearly 
a year before the club opened.  
Individual donors have also be-
come members (and special cam-
paign donors) since that time. 

The Jazz Forum recently took 
a remarkable and risky step cel-
ebrating its second anniversary 
by acquiring a new seven-foot 
Steinway Grand Piano on loan 
from Steinway & Sons. Individ-
ual donors funded the purchase, 
and this incomparable instru-
ment has hailed the club “one of 
the best in the world” per many 
renowned jazz artists.

To achieve its mission, Jazz 
Forum Arts is devoted to the 
presentation, appreciation, and 
understanding of jazz as a dis-
tinctly American art form. The 
organization will present 34 free 
outdoor concerts in Westchester this sum-
mer, including the 20th anniversary of the 
Dobbs Ferry Summer Music Series and 
10th anniversary of Sunset Jazz at Lynd-
hurst.  

Clara Winder, Jazz Forum’s marketing 
manager, explained, “The mission of the 
club is to offer affordably priced tickets 
(generally $20-$30 per person) while pre-
senting the highest caliber jazz artists -- 

such as the late Roy Hargrove, Catherine 
Russell, John Pizzarelli, Bill Charlap, and 
most recently, David Sanborn -- often to 
sold-out shows.  Mark is able to bring high-
ly celebrated artists to Tarrytown based on 
his 40 years of relationships and good will.  
We are thrilled to be part of this excep-
tional gift to the Rivertowns and New York 
metropolitan area.”  For more information, 
visit: jazzforumarts.org.

Jazz Forum Club in Tarrytown Marks Second Anniversary
Arts & Entertainment

Saxophonist David Sanborn playing at the Jazz 
Forum in June. 

—Photo:  Mitchell SeidelRivertowns aficionados of summer 
jazz concerts will be heartened to hear 
that Mark Morganelli, Executive and 
Artistic Director of Jazz Forum Arts in 
Tarrytown has signed a new contract 
with Montefiore Health Systems to ex-
tend their presenting sponsorship of his 
summer series of outdoor jazz concerts 
througb 2022. The current three-year 
contract ends this summer, but Monte-
fiore has now committed to backing an 
additional 34 free summer concerts for 

another three years.
The concerts are held in Dobbs Ferry, 

Lyndhurst, Tarrytown, Sleepy Hol-
low and Ossining and feature both re-
nowned artists and the occasional local 
gem. “The $219,500 commitment over 
three years is by far our largest sponsor-
ship in the 34-year history of Jazz Forum 
Arts,” said Morganelli of the Montefiore 
sponsorship. For a full schedule of con-
certs, visit https://jazzforumarts.org/
summer-concerts.

Three More Years of Free 
Outdoor Jazz



As the #1 most-visited residential real estate brand online*, 
Coldwell Banker® promotes properties on up to 700 websites. The 
result? More exposure, more views and more opportunities to sell 
your home.

See our website for all the latest listings and open house 
information, including times and directions. With offices across 
Westchester and Connecticut and around the world.

No other real estate company gives you more. 
Contact us today.

Real Estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates, not 
employees. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. 
Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 

 19HNM9_CTWC_6/19

more
buyers 

Doreen Bronner 914.693.5476

Dobbs Ferry 6 Cedar St 
Tarrytown 4 North Broadway 

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

Jazz Forum Club in Tarrytown Marks Second Anniversary
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Summer’s here and the time is right for…great escapes! The fact 

is you don’t have to spend a fortune on faraway places to make 

your vacation memorable. Plenty of good times and adventures await 

that are easy day trips or overnighters from the rivertowns. Stayca-

tions are more popular than ever. They’re more affordable, you can do 

them more often, and the variety of attractions and events on tap this 

summer are sure to please every member of the family. Piqued your 

interest? Here are just some ideas:

Nearby Getaway Escapes for Summertime Fun
by Barbara Moroch

Mystic, Connecticut
Driving Distance: approx. 2 hours

Swab the decks, batten down 
the hatches and get ready to 
set sail for Mystic, Connecti-
cut’s seaside city devoted to all 
things maritime. From the pop-
ular Mystic Seaport, a recreated 
19th-century seafaring village, 
to the newly updated Mystic 
Aquarium, there is something 
nautical at every turn. Be sure 
to visit the Colonial period 
buildings of Olde Mystick Vil-
lage, savor tasty seafood, soak 
up the historical atmosphere 
and peruse the multitude of unique gift shops. Mystic is geared toward children, mak-
ing it a fun and educational family getaway. While you’re there, take a side trip to nearby 
Groton, where you can step back in history with a visit to Fort Griswold Battlefield State 
Park (a Revolutionary War site), and the Submarine Force Library & Museum, where 
you can tour the USS Nautilus, 
the world’s first operational nu-
clear-powered submarine. Visit: 
www.ctvisit.com/mystic.

Long Island Wine Country
Driving Distance: approx. 1-1/2 
hours

A veritable paradise for wine 
aficionados, a visit to Nassau 
and Suffolk counties will usher 
you in to Long Island’s famous 
wine region that produces a 

wide number of diverse and high-quality wines from grapes that flourish in Long Island’s 
cool maritime climate. The region produces wine with moderate alcohol, intense aromat-
ics and crisp acidity. There are more than 20 wineries in the area, and all have a style and 
character all their own. Visit: liwines.com.

Ulster County
Driving Distance: approx. 1-1/2 hours

Ulster County is home to more than 350 
miles of scenic biking and hiking trails. 
You can go wine tasting or visit the famous 
Tuthilltown Distillery, home to some of the 
most prized spirits in the Hudson Valley. Be 
sure to check out the great lineup of con-
certs and festivals, or shop in towns such as 
Woodstock, Phoenicia, Kingston and New 
Paltz. You’ll discover quaint shops through-
out the county selling everything from 
handcrafted jewelry, pottery and furniture 
to locally designed clothing. And mark 
your calendar: The Ulster County Fair is 
being held this year from July 30-August 4 
at the Ulster County Fairgrounds in New 
Paltz. Visit: www.ulstercountyalive.com.

Pennsylvania Amish Country
Driving Distance: approx. 3 hours

The Amish of Lancaster County comprise America’s oldest Amish settlement, where 
thousands still live a centuries-old “plain” lifestyle. Arriving in Amish Country allows you 
to step back in time to enjoy a slower, more peaceful pace – one where the horse and bug-
gy remains a primary form of transportation, and where windmills dot the landscape, pro-
viding power harnessed from nature. Always a vital part of Lancaster County culture, the 
Pennsylvania Amish are involved in agriculture as well as an array of businesses and cottage 
industries. Be sure to take a tour of the Amish countryside on horse and buggy, explore the 

Explore all things nautical in Mystic, Connecticut.

Get into the swing of things at the Ulster 
County Fair, July 30-August 4.

In Long Island Wine Country, you can sip and 
sample at over 20 area wineries.
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many Amish-themed attrac-
tions and events, and shop for 
hand-made Amish crafts. Visit: 
ww.discoverlancaster.com.

Atlantic City, New Jersey
Driving Distance: approx. 2-1/2 hours

Just the mention of Atlan-
tic City conjures up world-
renowned casinos, resorts, 
big-name restaurants featur-
ing famous chefs, headline 
entertainment, luxurious spas 
and elite shopping. But there’s 
more! Take a stroll on the 
world-famous Boardwalk or 
through Ripley’s Believe it or 
Not Museum, play a round or 
two of golf on championship 
golf courses, or plan a nautical 
adventure with Atlantic City 
Cruises that offers daily sight-
seeing cruises, Dolphin Watch-
ing Adventures, and Happy Hour cruises. Atlantic City is one destination that has it all. 
Visit: www.visitnj.org.

Brandywine Creek, Delaware
Driving Distance: approx. 2-1/2 hours

The Brandywine Valley is home to world-class museums, lavish American castles, for-
mal and natural gardens and unique events. Among the must-sees: Longwood Gardens, 
with more than 1,050 landscaped outdoor acres and 20 indoor gardens to explore, Win-
terthur Museum & Gardens featuring an unrivalled collection of American furniture and 
decorative arts, and Brandywine Battlefield Park, where the Revolutionary War era comes 
to life through authentic displays amid the rolling, wooded hills near the site. Visit: www.
thebrandywine.com.

Hershey Pennsylvania
Driving Distance: approx. 3 hours

How sweet it is! Hersheypark® is a his-
toric family amusement and water park 
with something for everyone. Genuine 
hospitality, thrilling rides and attractions, 
water fun and live entertainment are all 
part of the authentic Hershey experience. 
Conquer all 14 thrilling coasters, ride your 
way through more than 70 attractions, and 
soak up the fun at The Boardwalk At Her-
sheypark.” Enjoy Reese’s Cupfusionsm – an 

all-new interactive gaming ride that creates a sweet sensory adventure for the entire family. 
While you’re in Hershey, be sure to stop by Hershey Gardens that include 23 acres of col-
orful flowers, rare trees, a butterfly house and a children’s garden; and the Hershey Story 
Museum for all-things Hershey, including a chocolate lab for kids and Zoo America, a 
walk-through zoo and wildlife habitat. Visit: www.hersheypa.com.

Sullivan Catskills
Driving Distance: approx: 1-1/2 hours

The newest gem to dazzle the 
area is Resorts World Catskills, 
New York’s newest casino-resort 
with the closest proximity to 
Manhattan. Nestled among the 
beauty of the Catskill Moun-
tains, Resorts World Catskills 
features 100,000 square feet of 
gaming action including 150 
live Las-Vegas style table games, 
1,600 state-of-the-art slot ma-
chines, a poker room and pri-
vate gaming salons and a new 
indoor water park. Rounding out the action is headline entertainment, dining options 
galore, Trivia Night Thursdays, and Karaoke Night on Fridays. While you’re in the area, 
check out the Sullivan Catskills Dove Trail that includes 50 amazing dove sculptures, each 
designed and painted by local artists. There’s a Wine & Spirits Trail, museums and historic 
sites to check out, horseback riding, and plenty of unique and interesting dining options. 
Visit sullivancatskills.com.

Rockaway, Queens
Driving Distance: approx: 1-1/2 hours

Rockaway Beach will fully re-open this summer. The seaside span was shuttered last 
summer after the beach suffered heavy erosion following a series of powerful storms. The 
Rockaways are a popular summertime spot, but surfers flock to it in particular, as the 
area contains the only two surf beaches in the five boroughs. With miles of coastline on 
the Rockaway Peninsula, there’s more than enough room for the non-surfing crowd, too. 
Stroll the boardwalk, amuse your kids with not one but seven playgrounds and water play 
areas, plus spots for fishing as well. Keep your eyes peeled for cool ocean creatures on a 
whale- and dolphin-watching adventure cruise, explore the massive Jamaica Bay Wildlife 
Refuge in nearby Broad Channel, which is home to hundreds of bird species and offers 
frequent free family programs, including kayaking and tours led by National Park Rang-
ers. Visit: www.nycgovparks.org.

Norwalk, CT
Driving Distance: approx. 40 minutes

South Norwalk, also known as SoNo, is an eclectic neighborhood in Norwalk where clas-
sic waterfront meets urban hip to create a jazzy, vibrant hub with fabulous shopping and 
dining options. Among SoNo’s main attractions: the Maritime Aquarium, where you can 
explore the watery world of the earth’s ocean and rivers; beautiful scenic pathways along 
the Norwalk River and Harbor, which you can explore by bike or on foot; the Lockwood-
Mathews Mansion Museum, National Historic Landmark and a magnificent example of 
a Second Empire-Style country home that illustrates the beauty and splendor of the Vic-
torian Era. Stepping Stones Museum for Children provides an environment that inspires 
lifelong learning for children 
through an array of education-
al-based exhibits and displays. 
And check out the Sheffield Is-
land Light, built in 1868. The 
historic lighthouse is based at 
the end of the Norwalk Islands, 
and uses an oil lamp to warn 
ships of the treacherous shore-
line. Visitors can explore the 
lighthouse and the beautiful 
surrounding area on a guided 
walk. Visit www.ctvisit.com.

Take a horse and buggy tour 
in the Amish countryside.

Resorts World Catskills in the Sullivan Catskills fea-
tures 100,000 square feet of gaming action. 

Try your luck at one of Atlantic City’s many famed 
casinos

Reese’s Cupfusion – an all-new interac-
tive gaming ride at Hersheypark.

The majestic Winterthur Museum & Gardens in Brandywine Creek, Delaware.

Rockaway in Queens has the only two surf beaches in the five boroughs.

Explore marine life at The Maritime Aquarium, in 
South Norwalk.



the summer and fall.  
Greenburgh’s drop-off  location in Vet-

eran Park could also be used by Irvington 
residents, Holmes suggested. Th e town’s 
projected curbside pick-up will also engage 
more residents, as she sees it. Regardless, 
Holmes said the Task Force expects partici-
pation to grow, and that the project also, 
“raises the consciousness that so much food 
is wasted, some 40% of which is produced 
never makes it to a person, animal or com-
post.”  

Food scrap recycling in Dobbs Ferry got 
started at the end of May, with residents 
asked to bring their collected leftovers to the 
Dobbs Ferry DPW location at 1 Stanley Av-
enue. Th e facility is open all year, Monday 
thru Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., 
and on weekends from 6 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
from April until November.  

Kits similar to those sold in the other vil-
lages are also available at the village’s DPW 
garage offi  ce for $20, although they are not 
required, as long as compostable bags are 
used to deposit scraps. Unbagged scraps are 
generally accepted as well.  

Dobbs Ferry got its food scrap drop-off  
project underway with the assistance of the 
Village’s Sustainability Task Force. Jennifer 
Murphy is recognized by members of the 
Task Force as having “driven this initiative.” 
Murphy described the response to the recy-
cling project as “overwhelmingly positive,” 
adding that the collection kits initially sold 
out. She said the containers at the drop-off  
location “were brimming with waste,” and 
she anticipated the participation will in-
crease as more residents become aware of 
the eff ort. 

“Th e fi rst year is critical for us,” Murphy 
stated, adding that “increased awareness 
will bring more people to adhere to Green-
burgh’s curbside pick-up when it comes.” As 

for Greenburgh’s plans, Feiner has stated, “If 
the county could create a composite facility 
for all collections, it would make it all much 
more possible. Th e food scraps would not 
have to be carted out of the county.” 

Westchester County purchased a self-con-
tained composting vessel in 2015 for use at 
its Household Material Recovery Facility in 
Valhalla as a pilot project. It was apparently 
limited to processing smaller quantities of 
food scraps. Th e county’s Department of 
Environmental Facilities also began a food 
Waste Study early this year “to analyze the 
county’s waste stream and determine how 
much food waste can potentially be diverted 
from both the residential and commercial 
waste streams.” 

Other municipalities in the county have 
also initiated food scrap recycling programs, 
including Scarsdale, the fi rst to start one, 
and it now utilizes curbside pick-up. (For a 
list of food scrap items, visit www.thehud-
sonindependent.com.)

Over 20% of flood claims
occur outside of flood zones.

Is your home protected?

Our agents can help you find the
right coverage to meet your needs.

Allan Block Insurance
Tarrytown, NY
(914) 631-4353

sales@ambins.com

www.allanblockinsurance.com
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Food Scraps Recycling

Westchester Seeks to Re-Cast Past Role of Enslaved Africans

Don Marra

lates it locally and nationally. (Typically, two 
or three dozen apply.) 

“Don helps keep us on a very practical 
timeline,” said Armacost.

When candidates come in to be inter-
viewed, Marra is always there, “but I won’t 
say anything,” he noted. He advises both 
sides throughout the process but essentially 
works for the village, charging them a fl at 
fee of $20,000 for each search.

He understands that Village “Managers” 
have more autonomy than Village “Admin-
istrators” and thus require somewhat diff er-
ent qualifi cations. He knows that the per-
sonalities and politics of mayors and trustees 
are critical to good working relationships. 

“I have a unique perspective, having been 
both elected and appointed,” he said. 

It’s a perspective that’s beginning to draw 
attention around Westchester County.

by Barrett Seaman

More than 120 people crammed into the 
Martucci Gallery at Irvington’s Pubic Li-
brary on a weekday evening in mid-June to 
hear Sarah Cox and Cathy Sears report on 
their quest to locate a long-lost cemetery in 
the village for African slaves owned by some 
of the village’s historically prominent fami-
lies. Th e program was provocatively entitled 

“Slavery in Our Town, Irvington NY.” 
A few nights later, Waddell Stillman and 

Linda Jones, president and vice president 
respectively of the non-profi t Historic Hud-
son Valley, gave a talk to a racial reconcili-
ation group called REPAIR (Rivertowns 
Episcopal Parishes Action on Inclusion and 
Race) on their eff orts to re-tell the story of 
one if its principal tourist sites, Sleepy Hol-
low’s Philipsburg Manor, in ways that more 

accurately refl ect the role of 23 enslaved Af-
ricans in the running of this once 52,000-
acre “provisioning” plantation. Th eir talk 
fed off  of a new documentary podcast fea-
tured on the organization’s web site called 
“People Not Property: Stories of Slavery in 
the Colonial North,” which it says “fl ips this 
narrative, celebrating the lives and resistance 
of those who endured this terrible injustice” 
instead of the prominent Dutch and Brit-

ish landowners that have long been the focal 
point of local history. 

Earlier in June, “People, Not Property” 
was the subject of a WNYC radio report on 
its popular show, “All Th ings Considered.” 
In April, PBS aired a documentary on Re-
construction that painted a disturbing pic-
ture of the reality of post-Civil War Ameri-
ca, where the struggle to eff ectuate the 14th 

Continued on page 27

Photos by Alexa Brandenberg
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Dobbs Ferry High School

Kyle Addis  
Raquel Addona  
Aaron Albert  
Victoria Amendola  
Ajna Amenra.

Vaughan  
Michelle Arcos  
Ava Azzone  
Jack Baglieri  
Nolan Bahlke  
Camille Bakker  
Rebecca Baron  
Sarah Bayan  
Abigail Bayer 

Mertens Human  
William Birnbaum  
Sophia Bloom  
Allison Burtt  
Erykah Bushelle  
Nicolas Capetanos  
Jack Capuano  
Julian Chavez  
Kaylee Chin  
Alexis Corona  
Sacha Cottineau  
Frank Cuva  
Isabel Danishmend  
Bari David  
Angelica Delcioppo  
Samuel DeMaria  
Anthony DePaulo  
Kelvin Espino  
Katherine Espinoza  
Nicholas Feiler  

Ethan Ferland  
Sarah Ferland  
Conrad Ferris  
Damani Fraser  
Konstantinos  

Georgioudakis  
Thomas Giglio  
Cole Ginghina  
Francesca Girotto  
Yaseen Hamideh  
Zachar Hankewycz  
Emma Healy  
Miles Hinksmon  
Tevaun Holness  
Zachary Holzman  
William Hord  
Mohammed Jallow  
Erica Joao  
Harry Katz  
Jed Katzenstein  
Diego Kaufman 

Rodriguez  
Aya Kawanishi  
Awvise Khan  
Ashley Klein  
Kaitlyn Korzenio-

wski  
Jamie Kramer  
Valerie Kweon  
Jeun.Fai Lam  
Seoyun Lee  
Lucas Legan  
Gabriella Leon  
Isabel Long  

Jeanne Longworth  
Abigail Loose  
Taylor Lyman  
Domenick Maglione  
Saud Maqsood  
Camryn McCarthy  
Nicholas  

McCormick  
Jolie McDonnell  
Michael McGoey  
Dimaunie Meredith  
Joelle Mitchell  
Veronika Mocarska  
Justin Mohl  
Nicholas Mohl  
Erin Molz  
Justin Morgan  
Alia Moustafa  
Kayla Moynihan  
Besarta Mulosmani  
Remy Nammour  
Shannon Niccolls  
Emilio Nolasco  
Camila Olivares  
Aaron Paul Doss  
Kevin Peralta  
Kalle Person  
Elizabeth Poccia  
Benjamin Polimeno  
Andrew Raciti  
Brandon Ratto  
Isaac Regalado  
Alexa Reith  
Daniel Rerrie  

Enrico Rillosi  
Alyssa Rivera  
Jonathan Rivera  
Adriana Romano  
Antonella Russo  
Arian Rust  
Miya Santizo  
Rachel Saraceni  
Mijyo Sasaki  
Andrew Schwabe  
Michael Schwartz  
Faaz Shaheer  
Aidan Sheridan  
Laith Simreen  
Jonah Sterling  
Mariana Stoute  
Patrick Straub  
Samantha Straub  
Justin Tabungar  
Leilani Taiano  
Sydney Tan  
Keene Taylor  
Kailee Tobacco  
Gabriella Torres  
Elizabeth Valentin  
Mario Viggiano  
Anton Vilensky  
Felix Warner  
Mia Wilbekin  
Jelani Williams  
Steven Williams  
Kyler Wurf  
Bryan Jason  

Zambou  

DOBBS FERRY HIGH SCHOOL

Westchester Seeks to Re-Cast Past Role of Enslaved Africans

Don Marra

Photos by Alexa Brandenberg
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Arielle Ades
Max Alpern
Anthony Avelino
Toshio Barber
Mykal Bartlett
Jalen Bartley
Madison Beasley
Kelli Beja
Cole Bernstein
Phoebe Block
Jonathan Bloomfi eld
Harrison Boritz
Raphael Buccieri
Birk Buchen
Elena R Buglione
Matthew Burch
Aldo Bushati
Julia Caldropoli
Julian Cambre
Luis CaspariThiele
Amy Castaneda
Maya Castiblanco
Louis Cesaratto
Christopher Chafi zadeh
Hudson Chalsen
Ethan Chang

Taylor Child
Jagger Clark
Camille Copp
Maia Cornish Keefe
Sydney Cuff
Rebecca Cummings
Cristofor D’Amelio
Natalie D’Amelio
Jonas F Davidowitz
Richard Davies
Blerta Delija
Mawuena Demanya
Braden C Donoian
Oscar Dring
Jacob Dunefsky
Miranda Farman
Christopher Fasano
Samantha Ferisin
Noah Figliola
James Fitzgerald
Benjamin Flock
Jane Flynn
Alexander Fortuna
Adam Frankenthaler
Courtney Gabler
Jordan Gaddy

Sohum Gala
Liana Sofi a Garcia
Michael Giampaolo
Eva Gilbert
Aidyn Gold
Stephanie Gouchoe
Madeleine Green
Ariel Greenberg
Gerard Joseph Gregory III
Anabelle Guzman
Emily Hanlon
Daniel Hart
Julia Herceg
Samantha Hirsh
Reina Hoch
Anna R Horowitz
Kent Hoyama
Hyosam Jeon
Aayushi Jha
Jordan Jones
Braden Kauff
Jason Kim
Samuel Kim
Samantha Kimura
Natalie Kletter
Frances M Knapp

Elliot Koeppel
Arielle Kolodzinski
Sophie LaSenna
Brian Lenz
Bailey Levin
Jacob Lewin
Jason Li
Amelia Lore
Jacob Lupie
Pia Luthra
Rishikesh Madabhushi
Michael Maguire
David Markowitz
Daniel Marshall
Mia Mascone
Ian McClure
Horace A McFarlane
Abiona Melancon
Matthew Melnychuk
Ainsley Mendelson
Inez I Mendez
Julien Mermelstein
Hannah Monack
Julia Moss
Naim Mousa
Nathaniel Moyer

Matthew Myers
Natalie T Naber
Gabriel Nagy
A’nysah Nelson
Nicolas Nieto
Jack O’Donnell
Trygve Ordahl
Julia Paparo
Mirca Parada
Annelies C Parke
Eric A Parke
Alexandra Powell
Nicole Radlauer
Miranda Reynolds
Gisella Ricciardella
Dylan Richardson
Ana E Rogers
Tyler J Rosenblatt
Hayden Rothman
Raquel Ruiz
Julia Sabatino
Benjamin Schiffman
Dylan Seymour
Christian Sheehan
Courtney Sheeran
Emma P Shultz

Josef Silvestre
Erika Sipos
Skylar Sloane
Madison Soto
Logan Spector
Jessica L Steinberg
George Stewart
Hwa-Lyang Sugihara
Peter Tarulli
Sidney Thybulle
Liam Toolan
Jared D Topman
Yahilish Ulerio
Sophia Vatakis
Kaleigh Waters
Grace Webber
Julia Weber
Jason Weg
Cydney Wilson
Emmett Winton
Jacob Wisnik
Chrysmine Wong
Sydney H Wright
Jerry Wu
Maxine F Yang
Michael Yu

IRVINGTON HIGH SCHOOL

Photos by Alexa Brandenberg
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Sleepy Hollow High School

Chloe L. Adams
Sebastian Agudelo
Erik S. Aguirre
Raymond Alcantara  

Rodriguez
Cameron Alexander Allan
James Christian Allendorf
Solaine Almonte Lopez
Ibeth J. Alvarracin
Michael J. Anniccherico
Kaitlin S. Arevalo
Jonathan Arpi-Crespo
Kerrianne Barnett
Ashley S. Barros
Jack Pastall Beals
Kate M. Behrens
Indiana Bencosme
Tess Crepeau Bernstein
Hary I. Betances
Kelly Anne Billharz
Erik Bird
Julissa Blanco
Dariela A. Bonilla
Erika Bravo
Matthew Briscoe
Yessica Brito Moris
Luca B. Brown
Isaiah Dawayne Burgess
Taylor Burnett
Ambar Esther Cabrera 

Abad
Isabella Calix
Robinson Camacho
Kaija Ann Campbell-Huston
Kevin M. Campuzano
Sebastian Campuzano
Christopher Carchipulla
Alexander Casiano
Danny Joel Cepeda
Stephany P. Chimbo 

Chacha
Sara Elizabeth Clarke
Maxwell Cover
Bryan Cruz
Jaden D’Agostinis
Olivia Veronica De Felippis
Christopher Deleon
Melissa Diaz
Maximilian M. Downing
Luis David Duran
Yanibel Duran Perez
Rachel V. Echt
Ari Edelstein
Nathaly Estrella Garcia
Rosicely Fabian Rodriguez
Dennis Feran
Rosel A. Ferreiras
Stefanie Ferrera
Caleb Josué Franco
Julia Ann Friedman
Jacob M. Garcia
Orfioly Gil
Ramona Gil
Kira Gleit
Brandon Gonzalez
Eric Gonzalez
Luz Dorianny Gonzalez 

Estrella
Joshua Gottschall
Brendan R. Green

Jadian M. Green
Molly Greenholz
Elizabeth Kimberly Grose
Amelia Gross
Jiovante D. Guaba
Salma Guillen
Aidan Hayes
René Hernandez
Santiago Hernandez
Aliyah Hiciano
Jenideth Hidalgo
Alejandra Hilario
Mariel Milagros Hilario
Ana Mariely Hilario Veras
Grace Hille
Matthew J. Hudson
Nicole Jamate
Miles Sabeel Jarane
Alexis Anne Jefferson
Kayla Marie Jimenez
Gianna A. Johnson
Liam Emil Mansur Kharem
Joelle Lynn Kirby
Louis James Kudla
Sasha Lahoud
Leah Lamson-Lindsey
Lissbeth Larrea Ortiz
Isabella Laureano
Anna H. Lazin
Shane Lazo
Max F. Leary
Maximilian J. Lenn
Angel M. Llivicura  

Boconsaca
Kimberly Michelle Lojano 

Zhispon
Kristin Erin Lojano Zhispon
Nailee Mercedes Lopez 

Guzman
Karina Lora
Christopher William Lucas
Hannah K. Lustyik
Cyrus Ashkon Margono
José A. María Salcedo
Amber Martinez
Esperanza Martínez
Jayda Lynn Martorreal
John McNally
Jonathan Mendez
Kevin Adonis Merchan 

Rios
Jean Pierre L. Merheb
Sophia Grace Meyer
Maya S. Millstein
Darlyna Minaya
John Patricio Minchala
Abubakar Mohammed
Rosmery Maria Montes
Christopher David Moriarty
Joey F. Morquecho
Lori Moses
Christina E. Napolitano
Kevin Nugra Gallegos
Rosmery Nunez
Olivia O’Donnell
Ariel Olivos
Cameron O’Loughlin
Casey Jane Oppenheim
Jonathan Orellana
Finbarr O’Sullivan

Alenny Ovalles Torres
Selena K. Paccha
Oscar S. Pak
Nayeli C. Panjon Ramirez
Jasmine Christina Pena
Mariestell Penalo Diaz
Enmanuel Perez
Noelia Pillacela
Kate Isabel Pina
Alssy J. Polanco
Martin Gabriel Povman
Jennifer Anahi Pucha 

Cajamarca
Asia Purdie
Kevin Quechol
Genesis Maria Quezada
Michael C. Quezada
Angelo Leonel Quichimbo 

Maldonado
Connor Quinn-Ray
Ignacio Quiroz Serna
Ana Ramirez
Keyla Regalado
Marielena Reyes Camacho
Marielin Reyes Camacho
Lizmary Rodriguez
Rahinelka Rodriguez
Julissa Rodriguez Baldera
Isamar Del Carmen Rojas
Rachell Rojas Polanco
Taina Marie Roman
Courtney Rubertone
Sophie Rypka
Cristian Sarris
Stephany Sasaguay
Natalia J. Shepherd
Gabriel Lee Sherry
Cristine Nicole Siguenza
Isabel M. Simon
Maggie R. Singman
Adam Zachary Sitnik
Jayda Lee Smith
Natalie Ruth Smith
Antonio Soriano
Marie Sousa
Breanna T. Stewart
Julian Stoll
Adriana De Los Angeles 

Tabar
Graham George Taylor
Helen Tejada
Juan Carlos Tenecota
John C. Tintin
Victor Tolentino
Andrea Torres
Emily Marcela Ullaguari
Maria Fernanda Vallejo 

Rivera
Charles M. Velazquez
Yokayra Veloz
Andrew T. Walek
Abigael M. Ward
Suniya Marie Warren
Daniel Williams
Fiona Wozniak
Doriz Noelia Yari Suin
Carol Jessenia Yunga 

Espinoza
Samuel L. Zamdmer
Diego F. Zhishpon

SLEEPY HOLLOW HIGH SCHOOLPhotos by Alexa Brandenberg
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Grant Emerson Albright
Mikhaila Carlotta Archer
Alexa Skye Augustine
Nicholas Peter Barsanti
Mia Grace Boemio
Fiona Josefi ne Boettner
Philip Carl Bonanno III
Annika Mai-Lise Braun
Matthew Philip Braver
Karina Gillian Bridger
Dewaun Andrew Charles Burns
James Nicholas Butterfi eld
Madison Leigh Carter
Daniel Ross Casper
Valentina Ashley Castro
William Louis Catalano
Amy Elizabeth Chalan
Jack A. Chen
Raghav Raj Chopra
Peter McNulty Clyne

Evangeline Anastasia Coffi nas
William Walker Crainer
Olivia Nicole Curran
Thomas DePaulo Dewey
Asha Narasimhan Dhakad
William Henry Ezratty
Kexin Fan
Matthew William Fisch
Jerome Augustin Francis
Ismene Styliane Germanakos
Wesley Lawrence Gilbert
Joshua Adam Gluckman
William James Goldsmith
Katherine Grace Gonick
Liam Melbourne Gonick
Zaya LaChanze Gooding
Cory Kent Gorczycki
Katherine Strasser Greenberg
Charles Andrew Hite
Folger Jude Russell Hogg

Matthew Alexander Jean
David Jiahe Jiang
Anthony Scott Johnson
Henry Christenson Jones
James Matthew Jones
Alexander Edward Karram
John Webster Kneisley Jr.
Varun Jonnalagadda Krishna
Ingrid Anna Lauerwald
Henry Kenneth Lin
Rahat Mahbub
Saisha Diya Malhotra
Maximilian Mills Mallett
Mirabel Emma Mallett
Jason D. Mark
Catherine Rosemarie Marshall
Daamiya A. Mir
Benjamin Cole Monroe
Tatiana Chieun Monteleone
Walter Blake Myers

Zoe Katherine Naughton
Richard Langdon Nuzum III
Isla Joy Parton
Robert Burns Patterson
Cristina Paz
Paul Frederick Peruzzi
Anastasia Popova
Paul Ellis Rinzler
Katherine Grace Robertson
Samantha Ashley Rosenstein
Molly Jill Rosenthal
Frances Quinn Schaeffl er
Dillon Alwin Schaevitz
Anna McKee Sellon
Lauren Elizabeth Shapiro
Kyle Aron Spencer
Natalie Michelle Sukhman
Luke George Sulam
Rami Saif Sumaida
Christopher E. Sun

Andrew Benjamin Tang
Isabelle Germaine Thomas
Connor Bernard Thomson
Matthew Nicholas Traum
Rachel Madeleine Troy
Dana Grace Van Buren
Robert Irvin Villani
Jordan Samantha Wade
Maya Hesse Watson
Patrick Walsh Wertimer
Madeline Liddell White
Kendall Morgan Wieland
Tucker Warner Wilke
Cole S. Wyman
Nicole Yang
Lillian Yerkes
Matthew William Zampolin
Ella Rai Zaslow
Joshua Zhang

HACKLEY SCHOOL



Choosing the Right Partner Matters...
Cell: 914.372.6631
Email: dan.bucci@cbmoves.com
Website: dbuccirealestate.com
Facebook.com/dbuccirealestate

As a result of our great success and to 
better serve our fellow community members 

in The Tarrytowns, look for the 
Bucci Real Estate Team at our newest 

location at 4 North Broadway, Tarrytown. 
Call now for a free consultation...

CONGRATULATIONS 
2019 Masters School 

Graduates!

Daniel Bucci  
Associate Real Estate Broker

Six Cedar Street, 
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522

Experienced | Educated | Effective
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The Masters School

Ian Walter Accetta
Katherine Elizabeth Accetta
Rachel Osagioduwa Aideyan
Vincent Alban
Youssef Yasser Aly
Ava Louise Anuszkiewicz
Yaa Frimpomaa Asante
Emily Rae Auslander
Noah Alexander Barton
Nicholas Bradford Beaumont
Charlotte Milana Benson
Alexandra Christina Bentzien
Jenna Lee Bosshart
Morgan Leigh Brettschneider
Emily Brieant
Sophia Francesca Brousset
Marika Arrumm Brungs
Julian Benjamin Chen
Keang Chen
Louisa Suzanne Chiodo
Amina Choudhry
Harrison Alexander Clay
Elisabeth Marjorie Cohen
Kendra Cooper-Smith

Arjahn Eve Cox
Leah Alden Cunningham
Michael Manuel D’Angelo
Alexander Jerard Daniels
Doron J Dawkins
Matthew Henry Decker
Marcus Carlos Diaz
Aitoty Dossaeva
Ileya Dominique du Boulay
Elijah Patrick Emery
Shawn Michael Farhadian
Elliott Cameron Feder
Maxwell Dylan Feiner
Luke Costantino Ferrando
Nicole Maria Ferrando
Cole Duran Feuer
Elisabeth Eve Forman
Sage Alexander Francis
Ramsey Conlan Frank
Jackson H. Freiman
Lutèce Louise Gault
Wyatt Ross Gilbert
Joseph Francis Gerber 
  Goldstein

Emma Joy Goodman
Noel Gorodetsky
Shane Anthony Halpin
Jake Daniel Hoffman
Alana Laine Hornstein
Theodore Charles Bloch 
  Horowitz
Daniel M. Jaffe
Hanxiang Jiang
Alexandria Theresa Jinete
Parsa Keyvani
Aden Khurana
Amita Khurana
Leena Khurana
Liam Patrick Kinsey
Benjamin Isaac Klein
Konrad Koenigsmann
Marcus Cheuk Yin Lam
Casey Li
Hanlin Liu
Wendi Liu
Evelyn Xi Pin Lo
Alexander John Lockhart
Emma Marie Luis

Juliana Martha Luis
Emily Valerie Madrid
Alexander Krigsman Magill
Chase Drew Markoff
Jennyfer M. Marquez
Julia Camille Mathas
Victoria Ixchel Mayorga
Benjamin McGowan
Leah Morgan McLelland
Benjamin Ryan Miller
Nicholas Connell Moore Jr.
Carter Gordon Myers-Brown
Henna Raj Nakum
Samantha Newman
Lucas David Novellino
Hongyu Pan
Fritz Carl Pingel
Uraiporn Rayayoy
Mollie Roth
Drew Jacob Schott
Matthew Louis Semel
Daneal John Senderovich
Katherine Rose Sharon
Cara Lian Sherr-Messing

Bridget Anne Slakas
Tonya Sosa
Richard Alexander Speiss
Katherine May Stacks
Jackson Phillip Stanich
Benjamin Stein
Max Ethan Steinert
Madison Iris Stewart
Jacob Ethan Strier
Vittorio Allan Stropoli
Elenor Tess 
Thomas O’Brien
Ethan Mensch Turett
Kachikwu Ugochukwu
Kasper Manuel Veliz
Jacob Sage Vietorisz
Rebecca Davis Wachen
Ziqi Wang
Thomas Dowling West
Jesse Raymond Wexler
Rashid Woods
Mingxi Yin
Jinming Zhang

THE MASTERS SCHOOL
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Jean Kim Sears, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

Member SIPC

19 Main Street
Irvington, NY 10533
Bus. 914-591-7800
Fax 877-462-3096
jean.sears@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
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OPE N JA M SESSIONS 
FE AT. DAVID JANE WAY TRIO  

1ST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH (JULY 7) 810 PM

TICKETS: JAZZFORUMARTS.ORG/TICKETS

1 DIXON LANE, TARRYTOWN NY    
914-631-1000 

J U LY 21 
NANNY ASSIS GROUP
F E AT.  DA N I E L  A S S I S

J U LY 28
C H A R N E T T MO F F E T T T RI O

J U LY 7
ROS E A N N A V IT RO 
& THE DAVID JANEWAY TRIO
WITH CAMERON BROWN & TONY JEFFERSON

J U LY 14
MICHAEL FORM ANEK QUARTET

4 & 6 PM SETS

JULY 5 & 6
DUDUK A DA FONSECA 
& BR A ZILIAN JA ZZ ALL STARS 
FEAT. MAUCHA ADNET SAMBA JAZZ & JOBIM!

JULY 12 &13 (PICTURED)
CARMEN LUNDY

JULY 19 & 20
JASON MARSALIS & 
THE 21ST CENTURY TRAD BAND

JULY 26 & 27
SHERMA ANDREWS
“THE LEGENDARY LADY SINGERS“

7 & 9:30 PM 

PRESENTING SPONSOR

by Char Weigel

Kids’ Club had a lot to celebrate at its 
Sixth Annual Breakfast for Bedding event 
on June 20 at the home of President Jen-
nifer Green. The local non-profit kicked 
off its 10th year by distributing 35 pieces 
of dorm bedding and over $3,600 in gift 
cards to a group of hardworking seniors at 
Sleepy Hollow High School. Some of these 
students, all of whom will be the first in 
their families to attend college, spoke about 
the impact of Kids’ Club on their lives. 

Kids’ Club helps level the playing field for 
underserved Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow 
youth by funding a variety of life-changing 
programs from birth through college prep 
and beyond. Among the more than 20 pro-
grams it supports annually, Kids’ Club has 
funded Latino U College Access and FAF-
SA First (college financial aid) trainings for 
students and parents; afterschool and sum-
mer camp programs at RSHM Life Cen-
ter; the Villages of Tarrytown and Sleepy 
Hollow Recreation Department summer 
camps; theater programs run by the Fam-
ily YMCA at Tarrytown and the Tarry-
town Music Hall; literacy programs for our 
youngest community members, and more. 
The students shared stories about how 
these programs made a difference in their 
lives and their paths to college.

Amber will enter New York University 
this fall as a computer science major. She 
credited her parents who sacrificed every-

thing to emigrate from the Dominican Re-
public so she could attend Sleepy Hollow 
High School, and the drama programs she 
loved for helping build her confidence. 

Erik will attend the Honors Program 
at the University of Rhode Island with a 
scholarship to pursue a degree in entrepre-

neurship. He said his parents 
emigrated from Ecuador 
“when they were 19. For me. 
Even though I wasn’t born 
yet.” He continued, “Some-
times I don’t see my dad for 
a week because he works 
multiple jobs. I pay them 
back with my grades.” He 
still returns to the RSHM 
Life Center to see Andrea 
who “educated me in life 
in their afterschool and 
summer programs.” While 
maintaining a weighted av-
erage of over 100%, Erik has 
already shown his entrepre-
neurial spirit by helping to 
launch ArtesaniasGermania, 
an Etsy store selling hand-
painted ceramics for which 
he will manage logistics and 
finances, as well as an online 
book-selling business.

The young scholars at the 
Breakfast for Bedding event 
were also determined to pay 
it forward. Geanfranco, a ris-

ing sophomore at Clarkson University with 
a scholarship to pursue industrial engineer-
ing and business management, helped cre-
ate the ENLA (English as a New Language 
Ambassador) program at the high school. 
When he arrived from Peru, he was eager 
to learn but puzzled by American culture. 
He and others formed ENLA to help im-
migrant students assimilate into life in 
Sleepy Hollow and Tarrytown. They give 
insider tours of the high school, advice on 
reading confusing class schedules, and hold 
monthly programs to experience American 
culture. “Halloween around here is a big 
surprise for them, “ laughed Lissbeth, 2019 
ENLA president. “Once we show them 
how to carve a pumpkin, they go home and 

show their whole family. They make friends 
and acclimate at the same time.” Lissbeth, 
who will be attending Fairfield University 
in the fall, remembers being 13 years old 
and not speaking English when she arrived. 
“I want to help others in my same position 
and make my parents proud.”

The Breakfast for Bedding event was also 
an opportunity to recognize Kids’ Club’s 
10th year milestone and its “10 for 10” 
anniversary program. “Rather than a big 
fundraising gala,” said Heidi Schwartz, 
Vice President and Development Chair, 
“we are hoping the community will help 
us do at least 10 smaller events.”  One of 
the first events was a children’s birthday 
party in which the birthday boy asked for 
Kids’ Club donations rather than presents. 
The “10 for 10” program invites individu-
als to hold their own fundraisers, and will 
also include wine tasting and “Dine Out 
for Kids’ Club” events this fall. “Kids’ Club 
has donated over $900,000 to local pro-
grams,” said Green. “We hope to reach the 
$1,000,000 milestone this year.” 

Students at Breakfast for Bedding were 
excited to pick out comforters, sheets and 
gift cards to ease the financial pressure of 
equipping a dorm room. Ibeth was think-
ing about the moment when she trades her 
bedroom at home for a freshman dorm 
at Clark University where she will double 
major in psychology and biology. Ibeth’s 
parents initially left her sister behind with 
relatives in Ecuador to emigrate so Ibeth 
could have the education they never had. 
She brimmed with confidence for her fu-
ture. “I was a shy, quiet girl until I attended 
a sleep-away camp in Maine thanks to the 
support of Kids’ Club,” she said. “I found 
my voice there.” Ibeth used that voice as 
the soloist at the 2019 Memorial Day cel-
ebration in Patriots Park. The song? “God 
Bless America.”

Kids’ Club’s Breakfast for Bedding Event and 10th Anniversary

Maria and Ibeth pose with bedding during June 20 
event. 

—Photo: Char Weigel

www.PushTrainingStudio.com  | 914-274-8388
50 South Buckhout St. | Suite 304 | Irvington | NY 10533 

INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL 3 Sessions $149
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by Tom Pedulla

They’re back.
Shortstop Sean McCarthy, third baseman 

Alec Bjorkland, righthander Gavin Ryan 
and catcher Matthew Bischof are back for 
what may well be their final season together 
in forming the nucleus of Sleepy Hollow’s 
veteran travel team.

They have been together since they were 
nine years old and are now competing in the 
20-23 age bracket of the Greater Hudson 
Valley Baseball League.

“Everybody gets along,” said coach Rob-
ert Bischof of the rare chemistry the team 
enjoys. “We have a lot of fun in practices 
and in games.”

Jared Carey and Joe Cabrera are outfield-
ers flanking wide-ranging centerfielder D.J. 
Owen. Righthander Chris Williams and 
second baseman Fili Veraz are two more 
significant players. Ben Oshins and German 

Jiminez are valuable in utility roles.
This is a group accustomed to winning. 

Bischof does not look for that to change.
“I expect them to be very competitive,” he 

said. “I anticipate going deep into the play-
offs.”

Hopes also are high for Sleepy Hollow’s 
17-and-under travel team. Righthander 
Devin Batheja, who has a good fastball and 
an outstanding curveball and mixes them 
well, is joined by Andrew Walek in heading 
a solid pitching corps handled by catcher 
Manny Abreu.

Patrick Smith and Luke McCarthy will 
look to light a spark at the top of the lineup 
for third-place power hitter Ramon Salazar 
and Abreu. Ryan Owen provides a slick-
fielding first baseman adept at handling 
whatever errant throws come his way. Talon 
Carsto and Gabe Flores are two outfielders 
of note. Eren Arduino is a newcomer to the 
roster looking to carve out a role.

Coach Sean McCarthy is optimistic about 
the team’s prospects.

“It’s a 20-game schedule,” he noted, “and 
we’re looking to win the majority of them.”

McCarthy added, “I think we’re definitely 
a contender for a great playoff spot. We are 
going to rely on our pitching staff and de-
fense. If we make the routine plays, we are 
going to go a long way this summer.”

McCarthy is emphasizing improved 
pitching, situational hitting and defensive 
fundamentals with the hope that will trans-
late into success for the Sleepy Hollow High 
School varsity. That team narrowly missed 
the playoffs this spring.

Coach Gene Arduino was pleased to start 
the summer season with 18 players on a 
team that will compete in a division for 10 
and nine-year-olds. 

“We have a collection of really good ath-
letes, and we are turning that athleticism to-
ward baseball,” Arduino said. He noted that 

the rise of other sports such as lacrosse and a 
preoccupation with video games have made 
it more challenging to fill baseball rosters.

The pitching staff offers promise with 
lefthander Aaron Rodriguez and righthand-
ers Miles Dunn and Michael Variano. Sevan 
Arduino and Jack McCarthy are making 
progress as middle infielders while John 
Saraceno handles third base. 

The team has the luxury of two capable 
catchers, A.J. Kumar (an eight-year-old) and 
Charlie Farbman. Daniel McCarthy, Jack’s 
twin brother, is an outfielder with potential.

Arduino’s emphasis is on individual and 
team improvement rather than compiling 
a winning record due to the age group and 
inexperience of his players.

“We’re a developmental team, meaning 
I don’t expect to be highly competitive this 
year,” he said. “But I do expect them to grow 
in both skill mechanics and the strategic 
thinking of the game.”

by Tom Pedulla

One thousand shots per day.
That is the goal for Dimaunie Meredith, 

an aspiring Division 1 basketball player who 
recently signed with Westchester Commu-
nity College after leading Dobbs Ferry High 
School to the Section 1 Class B title.

The 6-4, 190-pound Meredith provided a 
strong inside scoring threat in addition to 
his rebounding and defensive prowess as the 
Eagles went 21-5 and soared to their first 
title in 52 years. He knows he needs to im-
prove his outside shooting, though, and for 
that reason he set 1,000 shots per day as his 
target.

 “I don’t hit it every day,” he said. “But I 
try my best to.”

 He often must launch that many shots 
without the benefit of a rebounder. It is not 
uncommon for him to complete the ardu-
ous drill at 10 p.m. as he attempts to lock in 
improved shooting mechanics and develop 
greater range. Coaches are working with 
him on positioning of his elbows and on de-
veloping a better arc to his shot.

“I definitely feel I have a lot to work on,” 
Meredith said. “I don’t think I fulfilled my 
potential.”

That is a big statement considering that 
the 17-year-old earned All-League, All-Con-
ference and All-Section honors as a senior. 
Dobbs Ferry Coach Scott Patrillo is among 
those excited about the teenager’s future.

“He’s just starting to scrape the surface of 
what he is going to be as a basketball player. 
He’s becoming a much more complete play-
er,” Patrillo said. “He continues to work on 
his craft every day.”

Meredith attracted interest from Division 
2 and Division 3 schools. Patrillo is con-
vinced his former player can develop into a 
Division 1 prospect and applauded his deci-
sion to sign with Westchester.

“I think Dimaunie made a really good 
choice as far as what his plans are for next 
year in deciding to go to Westchester Com-
munity College,” the coach said. “He’s go-
ing to be able to stay local. He’s going to 
have the chance to grow a little bit.”

Due to his age, there is still the possibil-
ity that Meredith could add an inch or two, 

a seemingly slight increase that could make 
a big difference. He is a soft-spoken young 
man who is still growing in other respects.

He recently completed his studies at 
Dobbs Ferry with a six-week internship at 
the school that is required of all seniors. 
Among other things, he assisted with some 
of the details related to graduation. He ex-
pressed interest in learning about business 
and finance as he continues his education.

Meredith believes his final season at 
Dobbs Ferry was invaluable in helping him 
to develop in ways that had nothing to do 
with his skills as a guard who is also capable 
of playing forward.

“It taught me how to fight through adver-
sity and not give up,” he said.

Patrillo views Westchester Community 
College as a logical next step for Meredith.

“He’ll get acclimated to college life. He’ll 
get acclimated to college basketball,” he 
said. “I think it will be the perfect stepping-
stone for his future in college basketball. 
You’re going to see him grow and evolve as a 
player. I think there will be a lot more offers 
down the road.”

Meredith looks forward to continuing to 
play in front of family members and friends 
at Westchester. Although he was not prom-
ised a specific role or playing time, he said, 
“It all seems fairly promising and I think I’m 
going to get an opportunity to show every-
one what I can do.”

He thinks Division 1 scholarship offers 
are attainable. At the least, they are worth 
shooting for.

Sleepy Hollow Travel Baseball Squads Confident in Summer Season

Graduating Dobbs Ferry Sharpshooter Targeting College Career

Sports
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Dimaunie Meredith will be taking his 
basketball talents to WCC.

Kids’ Club’s Breakfast for Bedding Event and 10th Anniversary

www.PushTrainingStudio.com  | 914-274-8388
50 South Buckhout St. | Suite 304 | Irvington | NY 10533 

INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL 3 Sessions $149
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Editor’s Note: Admit it, few of us –  be-
yond the Legend that puts us on the map 
–have actually read The Sketch Book col-
lection it lives in. Here’s a primer on The 
Sketch Book itself in this second install-
ment excerpt from a new introduction for 
the collection by Krista Madsen. Copies of 
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and Other 
Stories (RacePoint Publishing) are avail-
able at the Hudson Valley Writers Center.

by Krista Madsen

The Sketch Book contains a hodgepodge of 
styles and subjects that reflect Washington 
Irving’s jack-of-all-trades tendencies as the 
author of satire, history, biography, travel-
ogue. Most of the pieces are brief essays, or 
sketches, on different aspects of England, 
its countryside and funeral customs; his 
“poetical pilgrimage” to Shakespeare’s turf; 
his daydreaming in Westminster Abbey; 
and a whole series on the simple joys of 
English Christmas.

Many pieces convey Irving’s reverence for 
England and, often, his anxiety of influ-
ence. He writes about grand old Britain for 
New Nation Americans, while, in pieces 
set in America (including a few tributes to 
the North American “savage”) he is con-
scious of the judgment of British readers. 
He straddles countries, genres, and identi-
ties, worried what everyone will think of 
the feat. 

Having some disguise might help. Ir-
ving’s first hit stateside had been a satiri-
cal Dutch history of New York under the 
pseudonym Diedrich Knickerbocker. The 
surname quickly got slapped on many 
products and businesses around the city, 
becoming a term for New Yorkers them-
selves (and later, their basketball team). 
For The Sketch Book, Irving shields himself 
as Geoffrey Crayon, Gentleman, who – at 
least in Manhattan – readers would know 
was Washington Irving, though here the 
style is more fluid, serious and refined than 
rougher Knickerbocker. 

In the fictional pieces of The Sketch Book, 
Irving goes even deeper into the name 
game by reviving Knickerbocker. Irving 
writes “Rip Van Winkle” as Crayon, tran-
scribing the story from Knickerbocker’s 
papers, relayed to him by Rip himself. In 
“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow,” Crayon 
again borrows Knickerbocker’s narration, 
this time overheard at a meeting from some 
shabby old fellow. 

The dizzying layers continue within the 
stories themselves. Irving moves a popu-
lar German folk tale to the Catskills: Rip, 
free from his nagging wife, awakes from a 
20-year-nap to find a second life in shar-
ing his own saga. After “The Specter Bride-
groom” – some “traveler’s tale” set in Ger-
many – there’s an endnote that the story 
must have been “suggested to the Old Swiss 
by a little French anecdote.” Sharing ghost 
stories is an aunt’s favorite pastime, un-
til she thinks she sees a ghost, passes out, 
and excitedly continues sharing. And, the 
“baron nearly frightened some of the la-
dies into hysterics with the history of the 
goblin horseman that carried away the fair 
Leonora.” 

Irving throws some version of this myth-
ic goblin horseman into his teenage haunts 

up the Hudson, where, as “The Legend” 
puts it, “A drowsy, dreamy influence seems 
to hang over the land, and to pervade the 
very atmosphere.”

Which brings us to the rich description 
in The Sketch Book, and Irving’s ability to 
bring to life so vividly and enduringly such 
landscapes and characters. In “The Legend” 
he proves he’s even something of a food-
writer, as lanky Ichabod Crane droolingly 
imagines everything in his surroundings 
as an edible feast and his infatuation with 
Katrina Van Tassel seems all mixed up with 
the promise of pastries at her house party. 

Irving’s tendencies lean more toward a 
mix of observation and imagination than 
deeper commentary. In “The Author’s Ac-
count of Himself,” he writes, “I have wan-
dered through different countries, and wit-
nessed many of the shifting scenes of life. I 
cannot say that I have studied them with 
the eye of a philosopher, but rather with the 
sauntering gaze with which humble lovers 
of the picturesque stroll from the window 
of one print shop to another, caught some-
times by the delineations of beauty, some-
times by the distortion of caricature, and 
sometimes by the loveliness of landscape.”

The Sketch Book numbers three official 
short stories (about stories) and two pieces 
that start off realistically but soon go else-
where, ultimately exposing Irving’s longing 
for the longevity and reach of his own writ-
ing. In “The Art of Book Making” and “The 
Mutability of Literature,” author portraits 
come to life in a library and a book talks, 
saying, “I was written for all the world.”

Installment Two: The Sketch Book Itself

by Richard Slingerland, Tarrytown  
Village Administrator

As many kids probably first experienced 
folklore and legends, my first experience 
with Washington Irving’s “The Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow” and “Rip Van Winkle” 
were through Walt Disney. Growing up in 
Yonkers, with my grandparents living in 
Irvington at the time, my family provided 
me with early experiences reading his sto-
ries, visiting Sunnyside and listening to the 
Disney LP that had Washington Irving’s 
stories and songs on it.  It was a key part 
of American folklore to have his stories be 
part of my early experiences with writing 
and literature. 

Here is the link to the LP record of the 
story of “Rip Van Winkle” and “The Leg-
end of Sleepy Hollow.”  The song at 12:12 
minutes on Rip Van Winkle is something 

I still recall as a child, and I passed along 
“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” tale to my 
daughter, nieces and nephews when they 
were young. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=SK856a4eY7Q

Washington Irving and his stories mean 
the same to me now if not much more than 
as a child, because of his being so strongly 
rooted to the Hudson rivertowns and Tar-
rytown, as well as being reinforced during 
my work here as Village Administrator.  
He’s part of the fabric of the communities 
up and down the Hudson River, as well 
as part of the fabric of America.  Story-
telling of the caliber that we experienced 
with writers like Washington Irving, James 
Fenimore Cooper, Mark Twain, and other 
greats of American literature are part of 
our legacy, and here in Tarrytown we’re 
privileged to have him be woven directly 
into the cloth that makes up our history. 

Tune into Indy Talks, The Hudson  

Independent’s monthly cable TV  

interview show. This month, our 

guest is Lee Kennedy, Sleepy 

Hollow collector of American 

flags, some of which he will display on the show. 

The show airs on Cablevision channel 75 and Fios 

channel 34 within the Town of Greenburgh each  

Friday of the month at 9:30 a.m., 3:30 p.m. and 8:30 

p.m. It will soon be available 24/7 on our website, 

www.thehudsonindependent.com, and Facebook.

INDY TALKS
Celebrating “The Legend”  
Bicentennial: What Washington 
Irving Means to Me

Got an Event  
to promote?

Post It Free on our Events Calendar
Go to: thehudsonindependent.com

& Click on WHAT’S HAPPENING  
in the Navigation bar at top

Your Community Newspaper Since 2006



Robert Horton knew, immediately, that 
this space in Sleepy Hollow could become 
their new home away from home – “ a per-
fect fit,” as he noted. Denise added, “We 
had a good feeling when we walked in, like 
our first place, like having people into our 
living room every night.” Luckily, they in-
herited some of the former staff who 
knew the clientele, so customers do 
feel right at home. 

Fresh focaccia greets diners, with 
a small black skillet of excellent vir-
gin olive oil on the side. The menu is 
straightforward, casual and provides 
plenty of gluten-free plus vegan op-
tions. (With four daughters, two of 
whom are vegetarians and two of 
whom are vegan, the Hortons learned 
to prepare tasty dishes for those with 
health or personal eating priorities.) 
Chef Horton’s sous chef, Edwin Vega 
is the former chef from Red Zebra, a 
knowledgeable and experienced cook.

“Apps” feature everything from steamed 
mussels to an avocado toast topped with 
chipotle hot sauce and crispy shallots. Local 
burrata crostini is accompanied by EVOO 
(extra virgin olive oil) and micro basil. 
Chorizo chipotle meatballs arrive with a 
sweet and sour sauce. The two signature 
apps, however, are the “crab and shrimp 
cake” with roasted corn relish and creamy 

shallot grain mustard. Horton’s crab cakes 
are filled with properly cooked shellfish, 
not bread filler; they are crunchy on the ex-
terior, moist and taste-filled in the interior. 
His “spinach and artichoke croquettes” 
melt in your mouth, and gain just the right 
“bite” with his pepper aioli.  Rare seared 

tuna nachos could be a light meal in itself, 
certainly enough for everyone at the table 
to share; avocado, jalapeno and spicy mayo 
aoli, are all perfect accompaniments for the 
rare tuna that replace the usual heavy beans 
and cheese. 

Horton is well-known for his fish prepa-
rations, so don’t miss his pan roasted mahi 
mahi, served with broccoli rabe, cannel-
lini beans in a delicate white port sauce 

and topped with tomato olive relish. The 
different tastes and textures meld into a 
well-structured dish founded on perfectly 
cooked, light and flaky mahi mahi. Oth-
er fish specials appear on the menu daily, 
though diners also have the opportunity 
to try Horton’s grilled organic salmon 
with saffron rice, asparagus and spinach in 
sherry port vinaigrette, with mango salsa. 
Don’t forget to request how you prefer your 
salmon cooked, as it normally comes me-
dium rare (much preferred, I might add). 

A hefty 14 oz. prime sirloin gets sub-
stantial taste accompaniments via roasted 
portobello mushrooms, gorgonzola butter, 
fried or mashed potatoes. A daily special 
might be a 14 oz. pork chop equivalent. 
Burgers, fried chicken or grilled flat iron 

are served on rolls with shoestring 
fries and rosemary slaw.

As for vegan and gluten-free op-
tions on the menu, don’t hesitate to 
ask your waiter for advice when you 
order to make sure you get the choice 
you wish.  Salads can be topped by 
your choice of chicken, salmon or 
steak, even barbecued tofu, all for 
additional amounts. “Flats” come 
laden with sausage or bacon plus ac-
companiments, and vegans will love 
the mushroom, vegan parmesan and 
crispy artichoke version.

“Not Reds” and “Not Whites” are 
all reasonably priced by the bottle or glass. 
A lovely summer rose seems to be flying 
out the door. TBoy’s six special cocktails 
have been seasonally crafted. And there’s 
plenty of beers on draught or in cans and 
bottles for those who need an ice cold brew. 
Check the chalkboard for IPA’s, more spe-
cial cocktails and featured wines. An ex-
pansive espresso machine is also on hand 
for those who wish that meal ending or 

mid-day  “pick me up.”
The shimmering capacious wood bar 

seats 12, with high tops also available for 
just drinks and/or dining.  And, the back 
garden patio is open seasonally, with seat-
ing for 20. It’s a lovely spot filled with pots 
of fresh rosemary, tomatoes, basil, marjo-
ram and oregano. Not only is the smell 
divine, the flavor of those herbs enliven 
TBoy’s preparations. 

Who is TBoy one might ask? He’s De-
nise’s father, whose face greets customers 
on Beekman, a French Canadian who was 
small as a child (thus “tboy,” short for petite 
boy) but grew up to be over six feet tall. 
He loved good food and wine and would 
sit at the Horton’s bar awaiting custom-
ers. When the first ones walked in, he 
would spread his arms wide and announce, 
“Showtime!” Denise recalled. Well, T’Boy, 
it’s definitely “showtime” at “your” bistro in 
Sleepy Hollow.

Food for Thought

If You Go
TBoy’s Bistro
31 Beekman Avenue
914-909-6151
Hours:
Tues.-Thurs.: 5 p.m.- 9:30 p.m.
Fri.-Sat.: 5 p.m.- 10 p.m.
Sun.: 5 p.m.- 9 p.m.
tboysbistro.com

TBoy’s Bistro – a New Neighborhood 
Restaurant in Sleepy Hollow

by Linda Viertel

Hospitality is the hallmark at TBoy’s, an American bistro that just 
opened on May 21st but already has dozens of repeat customers. 
Clientele are often greeted with a big-hearted hug by owner Denise 

Horton, who, together with her co-owner and husband, Chef Robert Horton, 
have created a welcoming gathering spot with casual dining for locals and 
rivertown visitors. At the top of Beekman Avenue (housed in the former Red 
Zebra/Finalmente space), TBoy’s is an homage to Denise’s father as well as 
a return to the Horton’s original restaurant roots.

Clockwise from Left: Outdoor dining is a 
strength at TBoy’s in Sleepy Hollow; copi-
ous salads and seafood dishes; a toast 
to avocado toast! 
 
Bottom left: comfort food in the form of 
an apple cherry crisp with Tahitian vanilla 
ice cream.
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James Maloney, 71
James M. Maloney, 

a longtime resident of 
Tarrytown, died unex-
pectedly June 23. He 
was 71. 

Born in New York 
City on March 15, 
1948, he was the son 
of Bartholomew and 
Anne Donnelly Maloney. At a young age, 
his family relocated to Elmira, NY, where 
he was raised. He came back to this area to 
attend Manhattan College from which he 
graduated in 1970. On October 20, 1979, 
he married Susan Smyth in Transfigura-
tion Church in Tarrytown where they then 
settled. 

Mr. Maloney spent his career in the 
Title Insurance business and was a part-
ner at the Great American Title Agency 
in White Plains. He was a parishioner of 
Transfiguration Church where he served as 
a Eucharistic Minister. He was a Life Active 
member of Hope Hose Company #1 of the 
Tarrytown Fire Department for more than 
40 years. He had been the treasurer of the 
company for more than 30 years and was 
also an ex-captain. He was a member of the 
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick both in NYC 
and Westchester. He had served on the Tar-
rytown Zoning Board and was a member of 
numerous Real Estate Boards in Westches-
ter. He was also an associate member of the 
Westchester County Bar Association, the 
White Plains Bar Association and the East-
chester Bar Association. 

He was an avid golfer and will be remem-
bered as a fun-loving man who was beloved 
by many. Most of all, he loved his family. 
He is survived by his daughter Clare, his 
siblings Patricia Dunbar, Mary Roe, Nancy 
Kist, Catherine Maloney, John Maloney 
and Peter Maloney, as well as many nieces 
and nephews.

Jane Morgenstern, 77
Jane Morgenstern, a longtime resident of 

Dobbs Ferry, died May 23. She was 77. 
She graduated from Brooklyn College 

with a Bachelor of Arts in English and 
American Literature. She started her selfless 
career for the NYC Department of Social 
Services in the Bureau of Child Welfare. She 
then worked in the NYC Mayor’s Office of 
Labor Relations and as an Impartial Labor 
Arbitrator. She continued in Westchester in 
1998 and served as a Trustee of the Village 
of Dobbs Ferry, a Trustee of the Dobbs Fer-
ry Historical Society and co-chaired the In-
ter Village Continuing Education Advisory 
Board. In 2002, she was appointed as a Pub-
lic Member and Chair of the Westchester 
County Rent Guidelines Board. Notably, 
she spent more than 50 years dedicated to 
public service. She worked to give hope and 
empower those who were disenfranchised 
with her level of commitment, dedication 
and kindness. She received many awards 
from the New York Senate, New York As-
sembly, New York Governor, Westchester 
County Executive, Chairman and Legisla-
tor. She was also honored by Westchester 
County and the Town of Greenburgh with 
the declaration of March 4, 2019 being 

Jane Morgenstern Day. 

Herbert LeFevre, 94
Herbert Peter LeFevre, a 50-year resident 

of Tarrytown, died peacefully June 2 sur-
rounded by his family. He was 94.

He grew up in New Paltz, New York, 
graduating from New Paltz High School 
in 1943. He proudly served his country in 
World War II as a member of the United 
States Army. He became a paratrooper with 
the 517th Parachute Regimental Combat 
Team, which joined the 82nd Airborne. 
He was in the Ardennes Campaign, includ-
ing the Battle of the Bulge. He earned the 
Bronze Star Medal. Mr. LeFevre graduated 
from Rollins College (Florida) where he 
played baseball. He then attended Cornell 
School of Hotel Management. He worked 
for IBM, Marriott, and then for Vulcan 
Hart Corporation for many years selling 
commercial food service equipment. He en-
joyed the Adirondack Mountains and it was 
there that he met his loving wife of 48 years, 
Anne DiRenzo LeFevre. 

He was an avid outdoorsman, conserva-
tionist and golfer. He loved to spend time 
with his family, especially at their camp in 
the Adirondacks, hiking, fishing and shar-
ing stories around the campfire. He loved to 
watch his grandsons play baseball and de-
lighted in their love of the sport. He had a 
great sense of humor and a kind spirit. 

Angelina Bonavita, 79
Angelina Bonavita, formerly of Irvington, 

and most recently of Dobbs Ferry, died June 
4 at her residence. She was 79.

Born in New York City, she was a retired 
make-up artist with Saks Fifth Avenue in 
White Plains. She is survived by her de-
voted husband, Antonio (Tony) Bonavita, 
Jr. of Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. and by her loving 
sons, Antonio  (Francesca) Bonavita, III of 
Warwick, N.Y., Steven (Lisa) Bonavita of 
Brookfield, CT., and James P. (Nicole) Bo-
navita of Middle Village, Queens, N.Y. Also 
survived by her 11 cherished grandchil-
dren, Jennifer, Nicholas, Maria, Christo-
pher, Matthew, Angelina, James II, Michael 
Morena, Antonio IV, Thomas and Frank. 

Gertrude Hrotko, 86
Gertrude (Trudy) Hrotko, a longtime 

resident of Sleepy Hollow, died June 7. She 
was 86. 

Born in Flatbush Brooklyn, she was a 
member of the Sleepy Hollow Seniors, 
Neighborhood House and Past President of 
the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fraternal Order 
of Eagles.

She is survived by her loving husband of 
66 years, Frank Hrotko, son Frank (Kim), 
daughter Susan, brother Jerome, three 
grandchildren, Frank, Tara (Alex), and 
Danielle and three great-grandchildren, 
Talex, Greyson, and Zander. 

Barbara Lockard, 91
Barbara (Bobbie) Chamberlain Lockard, 

a lifelong resident of Sleepy Hollow, died 
peacefully June 4. She was 91.

Born in Tarrytown Hospital, she loved 
and enjoyed family and friends, music, 

Obituaries
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by Dean Gallea for TEAC

In case you haven’t heard, Con Ed has 
slapped a moratorium on most new natu-
ral gas hookups in lower Westchester for 
the foreseeable future. They say that, with 
many people having switched from expen-
sive oil to cheaper – and more efficient – 
natural gas heating, there is not enough 
capacity in their pipelines to maintain 
adequate pressure in case of a particularly 
cold winter. And, with Governor Cuomo’s 
rejection of the proposed capacity increase 
in the Williams gas pipeline, Con Ed isn’t 
likely to lift their ban anytime soon.

So, what’s a homeowner or builder to do? 
Installing an oil heat system seems like a 
bad choice, both for the wallet and the en-
vironment. Using biomass – wood or pellet 
fuel – is a labor of love, with the emphasis 
on labor. Net Zero (passive) homes rely 
mostly on solar energy for heating, with 
electricity as a backup, but are expensive to 
build, and can still require active cooling in 
the summer. And traditional electric heat-
ing is really expensive to run in our area 
and climate.

There’s another alternative, for either 
new or existing homes, that makes sense 
all around: The ground-source (or geo-
thermal) heat pump (GSHP). GSHPs are 
a highly efficient, renewable energy tech-
nology for space heating and cooling. They 
rely on the fact that the Earth below a few 
feet from the surface has a relatively con-
stant temperature – about 55 degrees F – 
warmer than the air in winter and cooler 
than the air in summer. A heat pump can 
transfer heat stored in the Earth into a 
building during the winter, and transfer 
heat out of the building during the sum-
mer. Though a GSHP is powered by elec-
tricity, it can produce many times more 
heat than a traditional electric space heater 
would produce from the same amount of 
electrical energy. That makes it economical 
to run even in our expensive Con Ed util-
ity region, plus it would be powered by the 
100% renewable energy (wind, solar and 
hydro) we get from the Westchester Power 
CCA most of our Villages have purchased. 
And it’s at least as efficient in cooling as a 
high-efficiency central air conditioner.

(For the technically-inclined: Heat 
pumps – whether ground or air-sourced – 
use a closed-loop liquid-gas compression 
cycle, similar to conventional refrigeration, 
but reversing the roles of condenser and 
evaporator when switched from heating to 
cooling mode. GSHPs use a liquid heat-
exchanger to transfer heat between the 

indoor refrigeration loop and an outdoor 
buried loop that in turn exchanges heat 
with the Earth.)

If you’re still with us, you probably want 
to know what else is needed to use this 
great technology. Breaking it down:
1  This is only for individual homes, 

not (yet) for apartment buildings or 
commercial buildings that are not 
specifically designed for GSHPs.

2  The mechanical parts of a GSHP 
can easily be installed new, or 
retrofitted to a home that currently 
has a forced-air heating/cooling 
system, serving as the furnace and 
using the existing supply and return 
ductwork.

3  The outdoor part – the under-
ground loop – requires drilling one 
or more fairly-deep boreholes in the 
area around your house. The num-
ber of holes depends on the volume 
of the heated areas of your house, 
but is usually from one to three. 
They go down several hundred feet, 
and have to be well separated from 
each other, so your property needs 
to be large enough for that, and 
have access for a 30-foot-long drill-
ing truck.

4  If you don’t already have central air 
conditioning, your electric service 
capacity may have to be increased – 
and your circuit panel replaced – to 
accommodate the GSHP’s compres-
sor motor.

5  The cost for a GSHP system is 
several times that of a conventional 
high-efficiency gas-fired HVAC 
system, but it can be purchased on 
a payment plan that lowers annual 

heating costs from the first year. 
There is also an incentive of up to 
$5000 through Con Edison to go 
geothermal.

To verify your house’s qualifications for 
a GSHP system, contact a company that 
specializes in these installations; you don’t 

want to cut corners here. Sustainable West-
chester vetted some local companies for 
their “Heat Smart Westchester” program, 
now extended to all residents of its 43 
member communities. The chosen vendor, 
Dandelion Energy (https://dandelionen-
ergy.com/), is a startup that spun out of 
Google X’s research and development lab. 
To contact them and get an assessment of 
your home’s potential for a GSHP system, 
visit http://www.sustainablewestchester.
org/geothermal.

The U.S. Dept. of Energy has more 
general information about GSHPs here: 
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/heat-
and-cool/heat-pump-systems/geothermal-
heat-pumps.

dancing, animals, lakes, fishing, ocean 
beaches, spending time at Jack’s camp in the 
Poconos and the Hawaiian Islands.

She is survived by her children Joan 
Hughes (Greg), Yarmouth, ME, James 
Lockard, Athens, NY, Lynn Lockard (Scott 
Williamson), Patterson, NY, Kathleen Col-
lins (Ernie) West Suffield, CT, Daniel Lock-
ard Sleepy Hollow, NY, as well as four grand-
children and four great-grandchildren. 

Neda Sokich, 71
Neda Sokich, a resident of Dobbs Ferry, 

died June 9, surrounded by her loved ones. 
She immigrated to the United States from 

Croatia more than 50 years ago. She raised 
her family and built a beautiful life in Dobbs 
Ferry. She was an active community mem-
ber at the Croatian Catholic Church of St. 
Cyril and Methodius in New York City. She 
was a kind and giving person, loved by all 
who knew her.
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Check it Out: Todd Ruppel, Justin Green, Michael Dolen,  and Tom Kucinski of 
Rivertown Runners and the RTR Outreach Fund presented the Sleepy Hollow com-
munity with a $50,000 check on June 11 at Village Hall. The RTR Outreach Fund 
distributed the funds to local rivertown charities and organizations. Thanks go to 
the Sleepy Hollow Police and Fire Departments, the DPW and the Sleepy Hollow 
Volunteer Ambulance Corps. Special thanks  also to sponsors: Phelps Hospital 
Northwell Health, Prestige Consumer Healthcare and Kreindler & Kreindler. These 
races cannot be presented without the many community volunteers and merchants 
who support these races. The next Rivertown Runners race is October 26.

“There’s another alternative, for either 
new or existing homes, that makes 
sense all around: The ground-source 
(or geothermal) heat pump (GSHP).”



24    The Hudson Independent    July 2019    www.thehudsonindependent.com

Saturday 6

Float like a ButterFly: On the opening day 
of the Greenburgh Nature Center’s live butterfly 
exhibit, learn about the amazing and magical life 
cycle of a butterfly while getting up close and 
personal with these beautiful animals from 1 to 
2 p.m. Fees, which include admission to the Live 
Animal Museum: members: free, non-members: 
$11 for adults, $10 for seniors/students, $9 for 
children, and children under two will be admitted 
free. Info: greenburghnaturecenter.org.

aBBa triBute: Arrival From Sweden: The Music 
Of ABBA will be presented at 8 p.m. at the Tar-
rytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:  631-3390 
Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Wednesday 10

environmental Project: How Green Is My Town? 
a project of Grassroots Environmental, a science-
based non-profit organization, will be presented 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Greenburgh Nature Cen-
ter. During the free program learn how you can 
support your local leaders in making your town 
more sustainable. Info: greenburghnaturecenter.
org.

DoBBs Ferry music series: The Annual Summer 
Music Series at Waterfront Park in Dobbs Ferry 
will be held every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. from 
July 11 through Aug. 21. 

rivertown Film: There will be two screenings by 
Rivertown Film this month, with both programs 
held at 8 p.m. at the Nyack Center. Megamall will 
be presented on July 10. A discussion with the 
filmmakers will follow the screening. Bids of Pas-
sage will be presented on July 24. Info: 353-2568 
or www.rivertownfilm.org.

Thursday 11

lynDhurst evening jazz concerts: Sunset Jazz 
Concerts will be held every Thursday from July 11 
through Aug. 29 at Lyndhurst, 635 S. Broadway, 
Tarrytown. The grounds open at 4 p.m., music 

begins at 6 p.m. There is a $5 per person parking 
fee. Info: http://lyndhurst.org/events/sunset-jazz/.

Friday 12

FooD trucks: Food Truck Fridays are being held 
at the Sleepy Hollow Lighthouse on the Edge-
on-Hudson Waterfront Promenade from July 12 
through Aug. 2 from 5 to 8 p.m. with free sunset 
lighthouse tours available. Enter waterfront path 
from Kingsland Point Park or Horan’s Landing. 
Info: www.facebook.com/EdgeonHudson.

Follow the leaDer tour: Comic Chris D’Elia 
will perform at 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. at the Tar-
rytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:  631-3390 
Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Wednesday 17

writers center Program: Writers and poets Da-
vid Baker, TR Hummer and Page Starzinger will 
present a program at 7 p.m. at the Hudson Valley 
Writers Center, 300 Riverside Dr., Sleepy Hollow. 
Info: 332-5953.

July 19

clothing closet: Clothing Closets will be held 
at Christ Episcopal Church & San Marcos, 42 S. 
Broadway, Tarrytown on July 19 from 5:00 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. and on July 20 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Great bargains will be available. Info:  631-2074.

Saturday 20

eagles triBute: EagleMania - The World’s Best 
Eagles Tribute Band will perform at 8 p.m. at the 
Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:  631-
3390 Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.org.

Sunday 21 

FeeDing Fun: It’s mealtime for our animals at the 
Greenburgh Nature Center. From 1:00 p.m. to 
2 p.m. see what’s on the menu and learn how to 
keep critters healthy. The cost is free for Center 
members and $8 for non-members. Info: green-

burghnaturecenter.org.

Friday 26

matilDa: Random Farms Kids’ Theater presents 
the musical Matilda from July 26 through Aug. 
3 at the Tarrytown Music Hall, 13 Main St. Info:  
631-3390 Ext.100 or http://tarrytownmusichall.
org.

Saturday 27 

shlF saturDay: Camilla Calhoun, Margaret 
Winslow and Herbert Hadad will participate 
in the first installment of a new biannual series 
featuring local and/or self-published authors and 
building on the spirit of this spring’s first Sleepy 
Hollow Lit Fest at 7 p.m. at the Hudson Valley 
Writers Center, 300 Riverside Dr., Sleepy Hollow. 
Info: 332-5953.

Wednesday 31

writers center Program: Writers Chaya Bhu-
vaneswar and Nicole Dennis Benn will appear at 
7 p.m. at the Hudson Valley Writers Center, 300 
Riverside Dr., Sleepy Hollow. Info: 332-5953.

Ongoing

tarrytown Farmers market (tash): Every 
Saturday from 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Patriot’s Park, 
Memorial Day through Thanksgiving. Free park-
ing  at John Paulding School. Over 50 vendors, 
live music, childrens’ programs, community tables, 
and celebrating its 5th anniversary. Visit tashfarm-
ersmarket.org for more info. 

irvington Farmers market: The Irvington Farm-
ers Market runs 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. every Sunday 

through November at the Main Street school park-
ing lot. Visit: irvmkt.org.

moDern Dance classes: RiverArts modern dance 
classes taught by Mary Ford-Sussman, Thursdays 
12:30 to 2 p.m. at Hastings Yoga, 34 Main St., 
Hastings. Individual classes: $25. Multiple dance 
cards available. Register: https://riverarts.org/
educational-programs/dance-lessons/modern-
dance-lessons.

jazz Forum cluB: Shows Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays at One Dixon Lane in Tarrytown. Call 
631-1000 or visit http://jazzforumarts.org.

Pirate Quest: Saturdays and Sundays 9:30 a.m. 
to 10:30 a.m. children ages 5-8 hunt through the 
grounds to load precious cargo onto their digital 
pirate ships at Philipsburg Manor in Sleepy Hol-
low. Call 366-6900 or visit www.hudsonvalley.org.

DroP your Pants’ Denim recycling initiative: 
Bring your worn denim clothes to the Tarrytown 
Music Hall lobby collection box for recycling into 
insulation and keep textile waste out of landfills.   
Visit http://bluejeansgogreen.org.

wine anD jazz weDnesDays: From 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m. featuring bassist John Lang at La Chinita 
Poblana in Irvington. Visit www.chinitapoblanany.
com.

ossining Farmers’ market: Open Saturdays from 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. through Dec. 17 at Spring & 
Main Sts. Call 923-4837 or visit www.down-
toearthmarkets.com.

irvington running meetuP: Group meets mul-
tiple times per week to keep fit, keep in touch and 
have fun. Beginning runners always welcome. Visit 
www.meetup.com/Irvington-running-Meetup.

SENIORS

senior BeneFits inFormation center 
(sBic):  Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
a trained counselor from SBIC is on hand at 
the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Sign up at 
the Reference Desk or call 631-7734. To ask 
questions outside regular counseling hours 
call 231-3260.
senior van: Beginning at 9 a.m. Monday 
through Friday, a van is available for seniors 
who need transportation. Call the Tarrytown 
Village Hall at 631-7873 or the Sleepy Hol-
low Recreation Dept. at 366-5109.
hot lunch: Plus other activities Monday 
to Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Neighborhood 
House in Tarrytown. Suggested contribution 
$3. Call 330-3855.

THE NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

43 Wildey St., Tarrytown, 631-0205
Greenburgh Nutrition Program: See Hot 
Lunch above.
comPuter class:   11a.m. Tuesdays (please 
call).
yoga on the chair: 11:15 a.m. Wednesdays 

and Fridays.
tai chi: 11 a.m. Thursdays.
senior canteen: informal social group, 1 
p.m. Thursdays.
movies: 1 p.m. Fridays.
mah jongg: 1 p.m. Fridays.
BriDge anD carD cluB: 1 p.m. Fridays.

TARRYTOWN SENIOR CENTER

Pierson Park, 631-2304. Annual donation is 
$15.
exercise: 10 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays.
nickel Bingo: 12:30 p.m. Mondays.
Book cluB: Mondays 3 to 5 p.m.

Ongoing 

it takes a village 10591: Seniors meet on 
the second Tuesday of each month from 1 to 
2:30 p.m. at The Reformed Church of the 
Tarrytowns, 42 N. Broadway. The program 
includes a speaker, conversation, and refresh-
ments. All are welcome. Call 914-222-5116 
or visit www.itav10591.org.

What’s Happening Check out the complete directory for July at www.thehudsonindependent.com

Wednesday 10: 
Environmental Project: 
How Green Is My Town? 
a project of Grassroots 
Environmental, a sci-
ence-based non-profit 
organization, will be 
presented from 7 to 9 
p.m. at the Greenburgh 
Nature Center. 

Thursday 11: 
Lyndhurst Evening Jazz Concerts: Sunset Jazz 
Concerts will be held every Thursday from July 
11 - Aug. 29 at Lyndhurst. Music begins at 6.

Friday 12: 
Food Truck Fridays are being held at the Sleepy 
Hollow Lighthouse on the Edge-on-Hudson Wa-
terfront Promenade from July 12 through Aug. 
2 from 5 to 8 p.m. with free sunset lighthouse 
tours available.



Events at the Irvington Public Library
The following events will be held at the Irvington 
Public Library, 12 South Astor St. Info:  call 591-
7840, e-mail irvref@wlsmail.org or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.

Saturday 6

Fight For inDePenDence: Barbados’ Role in the 
Fight For Independence will be discussed at 2 
p.m. 

Thursday 11

astrology Program: “Reach for the Stars!” 
Learn about astrology at 7 p.m.

Saturday 13

venice lecture: “Hidden Treasures of Venice:” 
a slide lecture by Toni McKeen will be held at 2 
p.m.

Monday 15

aPollo 11 anniversary: Join us at 4 p.m. for a 
live webcast event to celebrate NASA’s 50th an-
niversary of Apollo 11’s historic moon landing.

tie Dies: Sharpie Tie Dye Tees will be created at 
4:30 p.m. The program is intended for youth in 
grades five through 12. 

Events at the Warner Library
The following events have been scheduled for Warner 
Library, 121 N. Broadway in Tarrytown. For more 
information call 631-7734 or visit warnerlibrary.
org.

Monday 1

aDult summer reaDing: The Adult Summer 
Reading Game is continuing through Aug. 1. 
Read one adult-level book in any format to win 
a prize. Print, audio, or digital--they all count. 
Limit two prizes per week. The program is for 
those 18 and older. Call the reference desk for 
more information: 631-7734.

Wednesday 3

weDnesDay aFternoon movies: Movies will be 
screened every Wednesday, except July 31, in July 
at 2 p.m. This month’s schedule is: July 3: Yankee 
Doodle Dandy, July 10: The Public, July 17: Apollo 
11 and July 24: Twentieth Century Women.  

Monday 15

meDical Financial Planning:  A program about 
legal and financial planning for Alzheimer’s dis-
ease will be held from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. To sign 
up call 631-7734 or visit the information desk.

Tuesday 16

mystery Book grouP:  The group will discuss 
Countdown City: The Last Policeman, book 2 at 
11 a.m. 

Thursday 18

classic novel celeBration: Celebrate the 
200th anniversary of The Legend of Sleepy Hollow 
by joining the Community Read-aloud of the 
Washington Irving novel at 7 p.m. Sign up at the 

reference desk or call 631-7734. No preparation 
is needed to participate. More info about the Leg-
end Bicentennial visit www.headlesshorseman.org.

Monday 22

story reaDings: Voice actor Alan Sklar will 
read stories by Jorge Luis Borges including Street 
Corner Man and Rosendo’s Tale, among others, at 
7 p.m. This event is part of Viva Historia and the 
Sleepy Hollow Tarrytown Lit Fest.

Monday 29

Free health lecture: “What is Ayurvedic Med-
icine and How Does it Compare to Western (Al-
lopathic) Medicine?” with Dr. Somesh Kaushik, 
an Ayurvedic and naturopathic physician, will be 
held from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Children’s Programs at the Warner Library

Monday 8

sleePy hollow reaDings: Families are reading 
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow. Visit the Children’s 
Room to borrow a version especially suited to 
young readers. Come back for a discussion of our 
most famous legend. A discussion will be held in 
Spanish on July 8 at 6:30 p.m. A discussion will 
be held in English on July11 at 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday 9

author visit: Amalia Hoffman will present her 
new book Astro Pea, with puppets props, lights 
and a special craft at 3:30 p.m.

Saturday 13

Book Picnic: Pick-a-Book Picnic will be held 
at 11:30 a.m. Bring your blankets and baskets 
to celebrate picnics, parks and farmers’ markets. 
Enjoy some stories and an eco-activity.

Thursday 18

3D Printing: An interactive presentation on 3D 
printing and hands-on introduction to Tinkercad, 
for ages nine and older will be held at 7 p.m. 
Registration is limited; please sign up.

Saturday 27

turtle Dance music: Space; The Cosmos for Kids 
will be held at11:30 a.m. The newest show from 

Turtle Dance Music combines music and science 
for an awesome multi-sensory exploration of our 
solar system. It is interactive fun for families.

Events at the Dobbs Ferry Public Library
The following events have been scheduled for the 
Dobbs Ferry Public Library, 55 Main St. For more 
information call 693-6614.

Monday 1

summer reaDing game: The Summer Reading 
Game is continuing through Aug. 23. The theme 
this year is A Universe of Stories.  Join the Reading 
Game by putting your name on a Reading Folder, 
which will be kept at the library. Sign up at http://
dobbs.ny03.readsquared.com.

Tuesday 2

chair yoga: Chair Yoga for Seniors is held on 
Tuesdays from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. To sign up, 
call Abby Connett at 693-7792 Registration is 
required. 

Wednesday 3

senior exercise with Dance movements: The 
program is held on Wednesdays from 11 a.m. 
to noon. Registration is required; please contact 
Abby Connett at the Dobbs Ferry Recreation 
Department at 693-7792.

Monday 8

Family Film: The Lego Movie 2: The Second Part 
will be screened at 4 p.m.

Thursday 11

classic movie night: Duel, the first feature film 
directed by Steven Spielberg, will be screened at 
8 p.m. 

Friday 12

yoga For seniors: The program will be held 
on Fridays, except July 5, from 11 a.m. to noon. 
Registration is required; please contact Abby Con-
nett at the Dobbs Ferry Recreation Department 
at 693-7792.

Monday 15

moon lanDing anniversary: The 50th anniver-

sary of the Moon Landing will be the subject of a 
program at 4 p.m. Join us for a live Webcast event 
of a guided recreation of Apollo 11’s journey to 
see how this mission was executed by crew mem-
bers and mission control.

Saturday 20

martial arts Film: American Ninja will be 
presented at 2 p.m.

Monday 22

chilDren’s Program: Build a Plastic Bottle 
Rocket will be held at 4 p.m. for children six and 
older. Bring a one liter plastic bottle. Register at 
the Circulation Desk or call 693-6614.

Tuesday 30

comeDy oPen mic: The event, which will be 
hosted by Tim Deery, will be held at 7:30 p.m. 
Admission is free. Sign up is required; register at 
the Circulation Desk or call 693-6614.
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Check out the complete directory for July at www.thehudsonindependent.com In Our Libraries

Ten Washington Ave., Pleasantville, NY
Across from the Burns Film Center

914.769.8322
sta� @pleasantvillebooks.com

Come browse our selection of 
hand-selected books, 

unique cards and more! 
Open seven days a week. 

92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTE9)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591

Phone# 332-0294
WWW.123WINEAVE.COM

Grape Expectations
WINE AND LIQUOR MERCHANT

15% OFF
YOUR NEXT

WINE PURCHASE
WITH THIS AD. CANNOT BE

COMBINED WITH OTHER
DISCOUNTS. SOME ITEMS ARE
EXCLUDED. NO MINIMUM OR

MAXIMUM.

Monday 15: 
At the Irvington Public 
Library: Celebrate the 
Apollo 11 Anniversary 
with a live webcast event 
at 4 p.m. to commemo-
rate NASA’s 50th anniver-
sary of the historic moon 
landing.

men’s cluB: Meets every Wednesday at 9:45 a.m. 
at the Shames JCC in Tarrytown. Meetings have 
varied speakers. Open to the public free of charge. 
Call 366-7898 or visit www.ShamesJCC.org.

chess cluB: The Warner Library Chess Club 
meets on the second, third and fourth Thursday of 
the month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. Call 631-
7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

healthy liFe series: Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center in Sleepy Hollow offers the community a 
wide range of programs on health-related subjects 
as well as health screenings and support groups. 
Visit www.phelpshospital.org.

torah stuDy: Torah Study is held on July 17 and 
24 from 10 to 11 a.m. at Temple Beth Abra-
ham, 25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown.  Classes are also 

conducted on Saturdays at 9 a.m. for a discussion 
of this week’s Torah reading during conservative 
services. Info: 631-1770.  

rivertown runners:  The Rivertown Runners 
group runs multiple times throughout the week. 
The weekend group runs on the Rockefeller State 
Park Preserve carriage trails. For more information 
please visit www.rivertownrunners.org or follow  
on Facebook. All are welcome. 

mah jongg: Play Mah Jongg in a friendly, non-
competitive (no betting) gathering at Temple 
Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy Ave., on Mondays at 1 
p.m. Free for Temple members and $2 per session 
for guests. E-mail adulted@tba-ny.org or call the 
Temple Office at 631-1770 for more information.
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Viewfi nder
1.  Tarrytown Fishing Derby at the Tarrytown Lakes.

2.  William Raveis staff partnered with 
RescueRight.org animal rescue group at 
Tarrytown’s annual Street Fair.

3.  TNT baseball’s red team prevailed in playoffs.

4.  Children delighted in waiving at two goats,  
Mathilde and Marguerite from Wild Roots Farm, 
at the TaSH Farmer’s Market.

— Photos by: Sunny Maclean

1

2

by Maria Ann Roglieri

Dobbs Ferry Student Competes in 
U.S. Junior Chess Championship

17-year-old Nicholas Checa of Dobbs 
Ferry will compete in the U.S. Junior Chess 
Championship. Th e 10-day tournament is 
an invitation-only junior chess competition 
and will be held in the U.S. Chess Capital 
of St. Louis in July. Checa became U12 
National Champion in the USCF/Chess.
com invitational championship in 2012 
and since then has been a member of the 
All-American Chess Team. He became the 
youngest New York State Champion in his-
tory at age 11 and still holds that record. At 
age 13, he tied for fi fth place in the World 
Youth Chess Championship in Greece, 
where he was the offi  cial U.S. player in the 
U14 section. 

Phelps Social Worker Achievement

Congratulations to Melissa Eisele-Kaplan 
for receiving her certifi cation as a Certifi ed 
Patient Experience Professional (CPXP) 
from the Patient Experience Institute (PXI). 
Th is prestigious and unique professional 
designation is awarded to professionals 
who are able to demonstrate strong leader-

ship in infl uencing the systems, processes, 
and behaviors of a positive patient experi-
ence across the healthcare continuum. She 
is currently a member of the Phelps Patient 
Experience Department and for the past 11 
years worked in the Hospice Department at 
Phelps. She has worked as a social worker 
for the past 23 years, both at Phelps and in 
New York City agencies and hospitals.

Tarrytown Students Win Falcon 
Naming Contest

Th e New NY Bridge held a contest to 
name the baby of the pair of peregrine 
falcons who live on the bridge. Students 
in Bridget Bentley’s class in Th e Public 
Schools of the Tarrytown’s Washington Ir-
ving School were honored as the winners 
for choosing the most popular name - Car-
di Beak – and received certifi cates from the 
New NY Bridge Project. 

Sleepy Hollow High Students Win 
Multiple Metro Awards

Competing against students from 55 high 
schools, SHHS performing arts students 
took home top prizes in the 2019 Metro 
Awards. Th ey won Best Overall Produc-
tion (under the direction of Julie Dore) and 

Best Choreography (under the direction of 
TJ and Tracy O’Sullivan) while Ginger Sa-
karya also won the Best Actress Award for 
her performance as Dolly. Th e students ac-
cepted their awards with cheers and tears. 
Congratulations to the cast, crew, pit, and 
production team of Hello Dolly! 

Irvington Appoints New High School 
Principal

Juliet L. Gevargis-Mizimakoski has been 
appointed principal of Irvington High 
School, beginning July 1. She served as a 
high school assistant principal for 11 years 
in the Orangetown Central School District. 
Before that she was assistant principal at 
Millennium Art Academy High School in 
the Bronx, as well as a Social Studies teach-
er at Herbert Lehman High School in the 
Bronx.

Dobbs Ferry Man Receives 
Honorary Degree

Congratulations to Edward Plotkin, for-
merly of Dobbs Ferry, for receiving an hon-
orary Doctor of Science degree from the 
City College of the City University of New 
York (CCNY). Plotkin served Dobbs Ferry 
for 50 years as chair of the Dobbs Ferry 

Planning Board. He also served as Com-
missioner of Public Works for Westchester 
County and was an adjunct professor of 
Physics in Manhattan College and Environ-
mental Science at Mercy College.

Tarrytown Businesswoman Named 
One of Elite Women in Insurance

Congratulations to JoAnne Murray who 
was named one of the Elite Women in In-
surance for 2019. Only 68 women across 
the country were selected. According to In-
surance Business America, women accounted 
for 61% of the insurance industry work-
force from 2006 to 2015 but are still un-
derrepresented in leadership positions. Th is 
year’s 68 elite women include C-level execu-
tives and a wide range of directors and vice 
presidents. Murray is currently president of 
Alan M. Block Agency, Inc. She has also 
served on the Professional Insurance Agents 
Counsel and the Sleepy Hollow Tarrytown 
Chamber of Commerce, and she chairs the 
annual Tarrytown Halloween parade com-
mittee, and co-chairs Tarrytown’s Duck 
Derby. In the past, Murray has served as 
President of the Westchester Independent 
Insurance Agents Association.

(Please send your noteworthy news to 
mroglier@yahoo.com.)

Watercooler

Heard Around the Watercooler



Amendment granting equal citizenship to 
blacks in 1868 met with fierce cultural and 
institutional resistance. 

Common to these events is a larger senti-
ment, that it is time for Americans to stop 
“whitewashing” their history for the sake of 
preserving the glimmering image of Ameri-
can Exceptionalism. Asked why so many 
historical accounts and museum displays 
continued to downplay race, Historic Hud-
son Valley (HHV) president Stillman sur-
mised, “I just don’t think the slavery story 
fit into” the larger narrative of American 
success.

The re-casting of roles at Phillipsburg 
Manor has been ongoing for 20 years, dur-
ing which time Linda Jones was a mem-
ber of HHV’s African-American Advisory 
Committee. In the early nineties, one par-
ticipant in the REPAIR discussion noted, 
Philipsburg Manor’s depiction of the Dutch 
celebration of Pentecost, called “Pinkster,” 
featured carefree young Dutch children 
alongside blacks who were cast not as slaves 
but as happy employees.

No longer. Visitors to the estate today are 
introduced to the Africans as persons, with 
their own names, relationships and indi-
vidual skills. Caesar was the head miller at 
the plantation—a job that required consid-
erable technical skill as well as a working 
knowledge of several languages to deal with 
the various buyers and sellers of the flour he 
and his co-workers produced. Manor mate-
rial now openly acknowledges that the Phil-
ipses, who became vastly wealthy off the 
work of their 23 enslaved Africans, never 
actually lived there.

The shift away from the “whitewashed” 
image of the plantation’s history that fo-
cused on the lifestyle of a wealthy white 
Dutch family to one that incorporated the 
lives of their enslaved African workers began 
in the late nineties with gradual changes in 

the site’s children’s programs. Stillman ac-
knowledges that the staff felt the need to 
avoid any abrupt change that might alarm 
major donors and their board of directors, 
but he also notes that a $2 million grant 
from the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities made that an easier sale.

The work of Sears and Cox in discovering 
and contextualizing the enslaved African 
cemetery in Irvington was done under the 
auspices of the Irvington Activists, a pro-
gressive community group, with additional 
support from the Irvington Historical Soci-
ety, which published their first account of 
the cemetery in its journal, The Roost. They 
were able to document that in addition to 
the Philipses in Sleepy Hollow, such well-
known Irvington families as the Dutchers, 
Buckouts, Odells and Peter Bont—all of 
whose names adorn village street signs, or 
in the case of Odell, the 1690 tavern and 
roadhouse just off Broadway that is a prom-
inent piece of local revolutionary period his-
tory. Blacks, the two researchers noted, were 
16% of Westchester County’s population in 
the late 1800s and remained so right up to 
the Civil War. Very few of them were free. 

The presence of slaves in Westchester, in-
deed throughout the North, is not a new 
discovery. Period records—in particular 
wills—clearly listed the names of Africans 
among the assets of property owners, along 
with their land and furniture. “The most 
common reason for the sale of slaves,” noted 
Sarah Cox in her library talk, “was to settle 
estates.”

Nor was the probable existence of an Af-
rican cemetery somewhere in Irvington en-
tirely new. Bones were first dug up at the 
start of construction in 1895 of what is now 
known as the Trent Building, formerly the 
home of Cosmopolitan Magazine. What Cox 
and Sears shed light on were the identities of 
many of the Africans and the white families 
that owned them. The simple change in ter-
minology—referring to them as “enslaved” 
instead of as slaves, which in turn highlights 

the role of their masters as “enslavers”—is 
another reflection of a changing sentiment.

Changing attitudes is precisely the goal of 
REPAIR, a multiracial group that began in 
2015 to meet monthly under the auspices of 

five Episcopal parishes in the lower Hudson 
Valley. Regular attendees ranging in num-
ber from 20 to 50 discuss racial injustice 
and the unconscious bias and institutional 
discrimination that perpetuate it.
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by Tom Pedulla

When Sr. Mary Anne Maceda speaks to 
her all-girls seventh-grade religious educa-
tion class at St. Teresa of Avila Church in 
Sleepy Hollow, she discusses faith as it ap-
plies to the mind and heart. 

“I always tell them there are things you 
have to know in your head: knowledge of 
your faith and also knowledge of God, and 
your willingness to share his love with oth-
ers,” said Sr. Mary Anne.

Her students are still working to under-
stand some of the tenets of Catholicism. 
As for the part with the heart, they appear 
to be grasping that just fine. They initiated 
a recent series of visits to Tarrytown Hall 
Care Center, where they found that noth-
ing more than a smile can help to bridge a 
gap extending through many generations.

“I didn’t know what it was going to be 
like,” Sr. Mary Anne admitted. “But they 
had no trouble at all. It just flowed so easily. 
They connected immediately with people.”

The children filled gift bags with small 
items such as lotion and socks when they 
made their Christmas visit. Two classes 
were devoted to creating 90 Valentine’s 
Day cards. At Easter, they brought choco-
late. Cynthia Pintado, 13, provided enter-
tainment by playing her violin.

“Our class wanted to go very badly,” said 
Brenda Perez, 12.

Perez admitted to some trepidation when 
they entered the facility and a very differ-
ent environment from what they are accus-
tomed to.

“I was a little unsure, but I wanted to 
do it,” she said. “It was something kind I 
could do for other people. It would make 
me happy, and I knew it would make them 
happy.”

Said Kristina Quinde, 13, of her desire 
to visit, “I want to make them feel they are 
special people.”

Conversation often flowed naturally. 
Residents wanted to know about the back-
grounds of the diverse group of students 

and how they enjoyed their classes. Stu-
dents were curious about life at Tarrytown 
Hall and facilities comparable to it.

“Some of them don’t have visitors,” said 
Sorianly Hilario, 14. “I asked them if they 
liked being there. Some of them don’t like 
it.”

Even if the answers were not always what 
they hoped for, students gained a perspec-
tive they lacked before. They also encoun-
tered residents who had lost the ability to 
speak.

“Some of them are hard to communicate 
with because they just don’t talk,” said Jen-
nifer Melgar, 12. “But others you can con-
nect with a lot.”

Students learned that emotions can easily 
be conveyed without words.

“Anybody who couldn’t speak,” Sr. Mary 
Anne said, “their faces lit up.”

Some residents did not hesitate to share 
with the children feelings of loneliness and 
isolation.

“Some people there are forgotten,” said 

Melgar. “You imagine you being there and 
being forgotten, too. It’s just hard to think 
about. I just think you should live your life 
to the fullest because you don’t know what’s 
going to happen in the future.”

Even Sr. Mary Anne, an educator for 35 
years whose care for her students is readily 
apparent, prefers not to dwell on life when 
she no longer teaches about the faith that 
guides her.

When asked her age, she replied, “Do I 
have to say that?”

No, she did not. And she didn’t.
 
The Hudson Independent presents “Unsung 

Heroes,” a series of articles profiling those who 
provide extraordinary service to the commu-
nities in the readership area. If you wish to 
suggest someone or some organization for this 
feature, please email us at editor@thehud-
sonindependent.com with a brief description 
of that person or group’s background.

Sr. Mary Anne Enjoys Passing Her Faith On to Others
Unsung Heroes

Continued from page 12
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Models Now Open!

ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE • OPENING FALL OF 2019

Models Open Mon-Fri 9:00 AM-5:00 PM

VISIT OUR
WELCOME CENTER

715 DOBBS FERRY RD
GREENBURGH, NY 10607

VISIT OUR
WELCOME CENTER

chelseaseniorliving.com

Call any time for
a personal visit:

914-275-0010


