
by Robert Kimmel 

Faced with the continuing opioid addiction epidemic and related 
deaths, local authorities are intensifying their efforts to battle the prob-
lem. 

The police departments of Irvington, Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow 
are among local law enforcement agencies aggressively working with the 
Town of Greenburgh’s Drug and Alcohol Task Force to deal with the 
growing addiction crisis. Set up in 2002, the force has made thousands of 
arrests of drug dealers and responded to addiction emergencies.

Prescribed opioids are pain relievers derived from morphine, which, 
like heroin, is a product of the Asian opium poppy plant. Oxycodone and 
hydrocodone are among the most prescribed opioids as is methadone, 
which is also used to reduce the withdrawal symptoms of addicts.  

The local opioid dilemma reflects the national drug overdose epidemic 
that took more than 60,000 lives in 2016, a record high, according to 

preliminary estimates. Drug overdoses are now the leading cause of 
death for Americans under the age of 50, U.S. Deputy Attorney General 
Rod Rosenstein stated this spring while announcing new federal initia-
tives to confront the problem. 

That said, mortalities from drug overdoses in Westchester actually de-

by Barrett Seaman   

Some 37 hours after the blue ribbon was cut, after the 
band stopped playing and the speechifying was over, after 
Governor Cuomo and Chick Galella took their ceremonial 
drive in a spiffy ’55 Corvette and the 800 invited dignitaries 
climbed back onto the fleet of buses and went ashore, the 
first few cars finally rolled out under a sliver of moonlight 

onto the new Mario C. 
Cuomo Bridge, head-
ing north (really west) 
towards the Rockland 
County side. Only then 
was it official: the $3.98 

billion replacement for the “functionally obsolete” Tappan 
Zee Bridge is now open for business. 

For the moment—and for the next few months at least, 
only four of the Rockland-bound lanes of the new bridge 
will be in use. Westchester-bound traffic will remain on the 
south side of the old bridge while Tappan Zee Construc-
tors, the designer/builder of the new bridge, demolishes the 
landings on either side of the old bridge and connects the 
new span to land. Sometime in the late fall, all traffic will 
shift onto the new span and workers will begin to demolish 
the old Tappan Zee.

When it’s all done, sometime in 2018, there will be four 
driving lanes and two emergency lanes going in either di-
rection, a 12-ft.-wide “shared use” barrier-protected lane 
for cyclists and pedestrians, and space left between the two 
parallel spans of the new bridge for an eventual light rail 
system. 

The new bridge also has a feature the old one sorely 
lacked: a cross ramp that will connect the two parallel spans, 
allowing for emergency turnarounds and traffic redirections 
if necessary.

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, 
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Opioid Addiction Epidemic Targeted by Local 
Law Enforcement Groups 

The New Bridge is Open! (Half of It Anyway)

(L-R:) WWII veteran and Sleepy Hollow resident Chick Galella and Governor Andrew Cuomo took the ceremonial first 
drive over the new Mario Cuomo Bridge, while the Tappen Zee Bridgemen Band helped usher in the impressive span.



widely applauded for championing the 
project since he took office, presided trium-
phantly over the opening ceremony, spread-
ing the credit to a variety of officials, four 
of whom preceded him on the dais: State 
Thruway Authority Chair and Onondaga 
County Executive Joanne M. “Joanie” Ma-
honey, New York State AFL-CIO chief Ma-
rio Cilento, Bill Mooney, president of the 
Westchester County Association, and Con-
gresswoman Nita Lowey.

Receiving the loudest applause—and 
a standing ovation, however, was Sleepy 
Hollow’s Pearl Harbor veteran, Armando 
“Chick” Galella, 96, who was the first to 

drive across the original Tappan Zee Bridge 
in a brand new 1955 Corvette, owned by 
his then-employer, Frank Chevrolet, the lo-
cal dealership. As the festivities ended short-
ly past noon, Galella climbed into the pas-
senger seat of an identical vintage ’55 ‘vette 
while Governor Cuomo took the wheel. 
The canary yellow classic came from the 
personal collection of Long Island attorney 
James Newman.

In his speech, Cuomo noted that Galella 
“may be the only man in the world who 
drove the first car over two new bridges over 
the same river” 62 years apart. Galella, the 
governor said, “has proven that he is stron-
ger than the steel they used to build that 
Tappan Zee Bridge.”

Addressing the contingent of middle and 

high school students from both Sleepy Hol-
low and Nyack, Cuomo said the new bridge 
was guaranteed for another 100 years. “This 
is our investment and our gift to you and to 
your children,” he told the students.

“It’s an honor to be one of the students at 
the opening ceremony, said Emma Sylves-
Berry, a rising senior at Sleepy Hollow High 
School, “—just like students from our 
towns when they finished the Tappan Zee 
many years ago.”

Effusive in his praise of New York State’s 
historical daring and vision in pursuing am-
bitious infrastructure projects from the Erie 
Canal and the New York City subway sys-
tem up to this bridge, the governor, a pos-
sible 2020 presidential contender, used the 
opportunity to criticize, albeit indirectly, 
the Trump administration. While New York 
rebuilds LaGuardia and JFK airports as well 
as Penn Station, Trump’s promised $1 tril-
lion infrastructure plan hasn’t materialized, 
the governor observed. The mission of the 
state’s rebuilding effort, he said, was “not to 
stoke fear but to create jobs.” The 419-foor 
towers of the new bridge, said the governor, 
not only reached up but also reached out, 
connecting with the Statue of Liberty 34 
miles to the south. Drawing a fresh round 
of applause, he said, “We embrace those 
who choose to enter. We welcome newcom-
ers to the great state of New York.”

Traffic was brisk over the new span dur-
ing the weekend that followed, the last of 
the summer before Labor Day. Homeown-
ers living just north of the bridge expressed 
surprise—and some relief—that it was no-
ticeably quieter than the old rickety Tappan 
Zee, even though it was closer. Underneath 
the span, however, the boat and barge traf-
fic will continue apace. “I’ve been involved 
with the Tappan Zee Bridge issue ever since 
I became mayor in 2005 and on the Tarry-
town Board of Trustees before that starting 
in 2000,” recalled Tarrytown Mayor Drew 
Fixell following the ceremony. With nearly 
a year’s work still to be done, the mayor, 
along with everyone else along the river-
front, will remain involved until the last 

vestiges of what is officially the Governor 
Malcolm Wilson-Tappan Zee Bridge have 
been removed.

For a short video and more photos of the new 
bridge opening plus historical photos of the old 
bridge, visit our website www.thehudsoninde-
pendent.com.
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Continued from page 1

New Bridge Open

Scope: 
3.1 miles of bridge 
Each of four towers at center rise 419 
feet from water level—100 feet taller than 
the old Tappan Zee. 
Eight lanes (vs. seven for old bridge) plus 
12-ft. wide “shared use” lane for bikes 
and pedestrians; space left for future rail 
line. 
110,000 tons of 100% American steel 
used. 

Cost: 
$3.98 billion, which was a billion dollars 
lower than original estimate.
Required $1.6 billion federal loan, larg-
est infrastructure loan in history.
New York State added $1.2 billion 
gained from penalties incurred by banks 
during financial crisis.
$850 million raised by Thruway Authority 
bonds.
Tolls will remain at $5 for eastbound cars 
until at least 2020.
 
Labor: 
All told, 7,000 workers, 100% union 
members, worked over 9 million hours. 
On any given day, 500 men and women 
are on the job.
764 New York-based businesses had 
contracts on the project.

Firsts and Facts on 
the New Bridge
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by Barrett Seaman  

It is said that parking is the third rail of 
village politics—at least in the rivertowns. 
Whether it’s space allocation for Metro 
North commuters or downtown parking 
for shoppers, there’s never enough of it. 
Dare to suggest building more lots or, heav-
en forbid, a multi-story garage, however, 
and locals will accuse officials of destroying 
the character of the village—whichever vil-
lage it is.

And yet, the village board in Irvington is 
tiptoeing up to the tracks again, by offering 
the first significant change in parking regu-
lations since the early 90’s. Valiantly lead-
ing the effort is Village Administrator Larry 
Schopfer, whose analysis of current short-
comings is nigh unto irrefutable. At the first 
open hearing on August 21, however, his 
solutions set off some sparks (though not 
lethal ones).

The problem is clear enough. Bordered 
by Broadway to the east, Metro North and 
the Hudson River to the west and a series 
of mostly dead-end residential streets on 
either side of Main Street, the village has 
no room to expand. Demand for parking 
is most heavily concentrated in a two-block 
stretch from Dutcher to Ferris Streets, an 
area choc-a-bloc with shops, restaurants 
and various services. Most visitors want 
to park there, while 
other sections, Schopfer 
concluded, have vacant 
spaces. 

Moreover, noted the 
administrator in his in-
troduction to the newly 
proposed rules, “hourly 
parking limits vary wide-
ly and can be one, two, 
four, or six hours depend-
ing on the street.” Partly, 
that’s because people liv-
ing on the side streets, 
many in homes without 
driveways, need to park 
for longer stretches, and 
partly it’s because streets 
closer to the train attract 
commuters and Manhattan day-trippers 
unable or unwilling to park in a permitted 
space.

And so, after months of analysis, space 
counting and measuring and kibitzing by 
board members, here’s what Schopfer pro-
posed before interested citizens of the vil-
lage:

Main Street – Currently one hour, 8 
a.m.-6 p.m.; will go to two hours, 8 a.m.-8 
p.m. 

Side Streets – currently six hours, 8 
a.m.-6 p.m.; will go to two hours, 8 a.m.-8 
p.m., except North Buckout and North As-
tor, which will remain at six hours. BUT, 
residents will be given permits, allowing 
them to park 8 a.m.-8 p.m., AND no more 
restrictions on overnight parking.

Aqueduct Parking Lot – currently lim-
ited to residents; will allow non-residents as 

available 8 a.m.-8 p.m.

Fieldpoint Lot (east of Broadway) 
– currently residents only; will grant 10 
permits to non-residents during working 
hours, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.

Residential Parking Districts – vil-
lage streets will be divided into three dis-
tricts: 

Lower: Astor, Buckout, Cottenet and 
Main Street between Astor and Dutcher

Middle: Dutcher, Ecker and Main Street 
between Dutcher and Ferris

Upper: Grinnel, Aqueduct, Dearman, 
Broadway, Home, Croton Place and Main 
Street between Ferris and Broadway

Employee Permits – a limited number 
of permits will be issued to no more than 
two employees each for Main Street busi-
nesses, awarded on a first-come, first-serve 
basis.

Commercial Vehicles – limited to 
half-a-ton on side streets.

On a sultry August evening, with the 
mayor and deputy mayor, as well as Schop-
fer, absent, a clutch of residents turned out 

post-eclipse to poke holes 
in the plan. Those from 
the designated Lower 
District questioned the 
wisdom of extending the 
six-hour limit to non-res-
idents on streets close to 
the station. Some argued 
that day-trippers would 
crowd out residents. Ar-
thur and Ramona Seg-
reti, who live on North 
Buckout, asked if day-
trippers shouldn’t share 
the burden by walking a 
few more blocks to catch 
a train. 

Local trades people ex-
pressed doubt that the 

limit of two spaces for employees would 
be sufficient. Joe Clark pointed out that he 
employs 14 in his electrician’s firm, most of 
them out in the field all day. “Where are 
they supposed to park?” he asked. Tom Ce-
cere of Ferris Street runs his business out of 
his one-ton van, which he says has the same 
dimensions as the half-ton vans that are at 
the maximally permitted weight under the 
proposal. Board members readily agreed 
that they should revise that restriction by 
basing it on size rather than weight. 

No one disputed the characterization of 
the issue by Astor Street resident Christina 
Lomolino when she observed: “It’s a very 
complex problem with lots of competing 
interests.” 

The hearing was held open until Sep-
tember 18, leaving residents more time to 
kibitz—and Schopfer more time to tinker. 
Comments and suggestions should be ad-
dressed to lschopfer@irvingtonny.gov.

Irvington Board Tackles  
Downtown Parking Regulations
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by Barrett Seaman  

Maggie Segrich is really into net-
working. Now, with the formation 
of a Rivertowns Chamber of Com-
merce, which will have members 
from Hastings, Dobbs Ferry, Ir-
vington and Ardsley, she is taking it 
to a new level.

Shortly after she opened Alice & 
Chains, her bespoke jewelry shop, 
now located in Dobbs Ferry, she 
launched a Women Entrepreneurs 
group in Irvington. After relocating 
to Dobbs in 2016, she began reach-
ing out to small business owners 
there, sponsoring events, hosting 
coffees where people could share 
ideas on how to promote their busi-
nesses.

“It’s kind of like speed dating,” 
Segrich said of her networking 
sessions. “You sit down at a table 
with someone, introduce yourself 
and your business and hear about 
theirs.” 

An event she held at Harper’s Restaurant 
in Dobbs Ferry last March, specifically for 
women owners, drew people from other 
area villages, prompting her to think about 
expanding. After every event, she said, peo-
ple would come up and ask her, “Can you 
do more?”

As of the end of August, the new four-
village chamber had 86 members, rang-

ing from solo practitioners to large non-
profits like St. Christopher’s Home and 
Mercy College. Each village will have its 
own committee with representatives on the 
Chamber Board. 

Irvington might, for example, focus its 
efforts on its fall Rocktoberfest, featuring 
music and entertainment, where business 
owners can set up kiosks. Dobbs Ferry will 

have its annual Ferry Festa, where the inter-
section of Main and Cedar Streets is closed 
off for pedestrians. Ardsley has an Ardsley 
Day. Segrich’s mission is to allow these lo-
calized efforts to benefit from a larger pool 
of knowledge.

The new uber-chamber fills a void. None 
of these villages currently has a function-
ing Chamber of Commerce, similar to the 
Greater Sleepy Hollow-Tarrytown Cham-
ber. 

 “We do often look at what they’re do-
ing,” she said, adding that she also relied on 
advice from the Greater New York Cham-
ber, which has about 30,000 members. 

Still very much in its infancy, the new 
Rivertown’s Chamber will need to staff up 
in order to deliver. Small businesses will be 
asked to pay $75 to join; solo practitioners 
get in for $50, while larger enterprises, like 
Mercy College or Stop & Shop, will pay 
more.

The next meeting of the new group will 
be September 27 at 7 p.m. at Doubleday’s 
Restaurant, 83 Main Street in Dobbs Ferry. 
Future monthly meetings will be elsewhere. 
“In the future, we will be village-hopping,” 
said Segrich.

Those seeking more information can 
reach Segrich at info@dfchamber.com.

Rivertowns Now Have Their Own Uber-Chamber of Commerce

Maggie Segrich is taking her networking skills to 
a new level. 

— Photo by Barrett Seaman
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by Rick Pezzullo

A special education teacher at Irvington 
Middle School has filed a lawsuit against 
the district after allegedly suffering “griev-
ous and permanent injuries” after being at-
tacked in a classroom last March by a stu-
dent with a history of behavioral problems.

In an August 21 complaint filed in state 
Supreme Court, Clarice Martin, and her 
fellow plaintiff, husband Douglas Richard, 
claimed Irvington Middle School Principal 
David Sottile and Director of Pupil Person-

Sleepy Hollow, Irvington Welcome New School Leaders Irvington Teacher 
Files Lawsuit vs 
District Over  
Student Attack

Rivertowns Now Have Their Own Uber-Chamber of Commerce
by Rick Pezzullo

Joshua Whitham started his new job as Sleepy Hollow Middle School principal in early 
July, learning the lay of the land and the vibe of the village.

A native of San Diego, where his educational career began as a sixth-grade teacher for 
gifted and talented students, Whitham has Lego blocks in his office to represent a hunger 
for learning.

“You can create anything. That’s why I love education, school,” Whitham said. “It (SH 
Middle School) is definitely a place that’s open and inviting. I am eager to enhance experi-
ences for our students. They are the priority.”

Meanwhile, at neighboring Dows Lane Elementary School in the Irvington School Dis-
trict, John Wells was appointed August 22 by the Board of Education as interim assistant 
principal. The district is searching for a permanent assistant principal and hopes to make a 
selection in October.

“John is a warm and dedicated educator who will greatly support the learning of our early 
elementary students,” said Dows Lane Principal Deborah Mariniello. “I look forward to 
him joining the Dows Lane community as we welcome all students, staff and parents to the 
2017-18 school year.”

New Sleepy Hollow Middle School  
Principal Joshua Whitham. Continued on page 9



Government Measures Reinforce Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatment
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clined last year to 59 deaths from the prior 
year’s 83. But that has not halted the mu-
nicipalities, the County and New York State 
from  reinforcing their pursuits to curb drug 
addiction and the resulting fatalities.  

The Task Force operates out of the Green-
burgh Police Department with its plain-
clothes officers from participating com-
munities, and it also works with county, 
state and federal agencies in narcotics and 
alcohol-related  investigations.    

For more than a decade, both police and 
paramedics have seen increasing numbers of 
drug overdoses and deaths when respond-
ing to emergency calls. “We are definitely 
seeing more cases, both overdoses and fatali-
ties,” said Greenburgh Police Chief Christo-
pher T. McNerney. “We are unique; we do 
emergency medical services as well through 
our police department, with two agencies, 
EMS, and policing. We are seeing it from 
both the EMS side and the police side.”

Tarrytown Police Chief John Barbelet said 
his force, “...has been very proactive in re-
gard to the problem that is occurring.” His 
department has encountered drug deaths 
due to opioid overdoses and Barbelet stated 
that, “We make it a policy here in Tarry-
town that every time we have an overdose 

situation, we share that information with 
our Task Force officer.”  

The coordination with the Greenburgh 
Task Force has also been advantageous for 
the Irvington and Sleepy Hollow Police De-
partments. “We have had our fair share,” Ir-
vington Police Chief Michael Cerone noted 
in describing his department’s handling of  
the addiction challenge. Irvington’s police 
have worked actively with the Greenburgh 
Task Force in arresting drug dealers, Cerone 
said.  

“We have been dealing with the drug 
problem...more so in the last year and a 
half,” Sleepy Hollow Police Chief  Anthony 
Bueti stated. His department encountered 
a drug death last year, and has had at least 
four calls related to addiction overdoses 
within the past year.   

Local police units are now also coordi-
nating their push to investigate drug deal-

ing with the Westchester County opioid/
heroin task force, newly formed by District 
Attorney Anthony Scarpino, Jr.’s office and 
County Executive Rob Astorino. It is pri-
marily aimed at going after drug dealers 
rather than those addicted. Scarpino de-
scribed the drug epidemic as “the number 
one health threat in the county.”    

The expanding problem is attributed 
mainly to the increase in opioid prescrip-
tions as painkillers, which began in the 
1990s. For some users, who often experi-
ence a degree of euphoria, abuse and addic-
tion can follow. 

“What we are finding is that there is a nat-
ural progression, when people have started 
with opioid prescription drugs, and when 
access to those opioids has been cut off, we 
were finding a progression to heroin,” Mc-
Nerney said. “The price of some of those 
opioid pills on the street are double or triple 

the price of heroin on the street.”  
Intervention on the federal, state and lo-

cal level to curb the amount of prescribed 
opioid painkillers has also led to the use of 
illicit street drugs, among them, a potent 
synthetic opiate, fentanyl, which overuse, 
straight or mixed with heroin, can be fatal. 

Narcan, an antidote medication carried 
by local police officers, has proven to be a 
lifesaver for abusers suffering from an opi-
oid overdose. “Two of our officers recently 
used Narcan to save the life of a person suf-
fering from an overdose,” Bueti said.   

“We have had a number of saves by our 
police officers, carrying Narcan, and our 
medics carry Narcan,” McNerney said. Ce-
rone and Barbelet noted similar experiences 
by their officers. Westchester County has 
also made Narcan available to the public 
and offers training for its use.

When it comes to arrests, the chiefs em-
phasized they are going after the dealers and 
not the addicts under most circumstances. 
A state law exempts from arrest those who 
call for help with a medical emergency. If 
there is a fatal overdose, the dealer respon-
sible could be charged with homicide.   

Eighteen suspected drug dealers were ar-
rested this past May by Westchester  author-
ities for allegedly selling heroin in White 
Plains and Elmsford. Some $1.5 million 
worth of heroin was recovered.

Continued from page 1

Opioid Crisis
by Robert Kimmel     

Drug overdose prevention and treatment 
have become the focus of medical authori-
ties and lawmakers at the county, state and 
national level. Much of that attention is 
concentrated on reducing the usage of opi-
ate drugs as painkillers, as well as educating 
both doctors and patients more about their 
use. 

Actions to slow prescriptions of opioid 
drugs emerged more than a decade ago, 
when it became evident that their use, both 
through prescriptions and illicitly obtained 
street versions, was increasingly leading to 
addiction. Measures to curb that problem 
are still being enacted.      

New York legislators last year passed a law 
limiting opioid painkiller prescriptions to 
seven days of the drugs, with some excep-
tions. The law also mandated insurance 
companies to expand coverage for initial 
inpatient treatment, and also increased ad-
diction treatment centers statewide. 

Phelps Hospital is among those whose 
emergency rooms have cut the prescription 
durations for opioids drugs even more deep-
ly.  “Phelps does better than the state rules, 

“What we are finding is that there is a natural progression, when people have 
started with opioid prescription drugs, and when access to those opioids has 

been cut off, we were finding a progression to heroin.”  
— Greenburgh Police Chief Christopher T. McNerney

“We have been dealing with the drug problem... 
more so in the last year and a half.”  

— Sleepy Hollow Police Chief Anthony Bueti

Public input is a major component in the 
current phase of work aimed at producing 
Tarrytown’s Comprehensive Plan and Sta-
tion Area Zoning. Continuing that pur-
suit, the planners have scheduled a  public 
workshop on Sunday, September 17, from 
1 to 4.p.m at the Warner Library. 

The workshops, expected to continue 
through this year and early 2018, are part 
of the process to “...bring together local res-
idents, workers, business owners and Vil-

Public Viewpoints Sought for 
Tarrytown Comprehensive Plan     
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Government Measures Reinforce Drug Abuse Prevention and Treatmentthe price of heroin on the street.”  
Intervention on the federal, state and lo-

cal level to curb the amount of prescribed 
opioid painkillers has also led to the use of 
illicit street drugs, among them, a potent 
synthetic opiate, fentanyl, which overuse, 
straight or mixed with heroin, can be fatal. 

Narcan, an antidote medication carried 
by local police officers, has proven to be a 
lifesaver for abusers suffering from an opi-
oid overdose. “Two of our officers recently 
used Narcan to save the life of a person suf-
fering from an overdose,” Bueti said.   

“We have had a number of saves by our 
police officers, carrying Narcan, and our 
medics carry Narcan,” McNerney said. Ce-
rone and Barbelet noted similar experiences 
by their officers. Westchester County has 
also made Narcan available to the public 
and offers training for its use.

When it comes to arrests, the chiefs em-
phasized they are going after the dealers and 
not the addicts under most circumstances. 
A state law exempts from arrest those who 
call for help with a medical emergency. If 
there is a fatal overdose, the dealer respon-
sible could be charged with homicide.   

Eighteen suspected drug dealers were ar-
rested this past May by Westchester  author-
ities for allegedly selling heroin in White 
Plains and Elmsford. Some $1.5 million 
worth of heroin was recovered.

by Robert Kimmel     

Drug overdose prevention and treatment 
have become the focus of medical authori-
ties and lawmakers at the county, state and 
national level. Much of that attention is 
concentrated on reducing the usage of opi-
ate drugs as painkillers, as well as educating 
both doctors and patients more about their 
use. 

Actions to slow prescriptions of opioid 
drugs emerged more than a decade ago, 
when it became evident that their use, both 
through prescriptions and illicitly obtained 
street versions, was increasingly leading to 
addiction. Measures to curb that problem 
are still being enacted.      

New York legislators last year passed a law 
limiting opioid painkiller prescriptions to 
seven days of the drugs, with some excep-
tions. The law also mandated insurance 
companies to expand coverage for initial 
inpatient treatment, and also increased ad-
diction treatment centers statewide. 

Phelps Hospital is among those whose 
emergency rooms have cut the prescription 
durations for opioids drugs even more deep-
ly.  “Phelps does better than the state rules, 

limiting it to five days,” said Dr. Emil Ni-
gro, an emergency medicine physician at the 
hospital’s ER. He also noted that Phelps’ ER 
does not prescribe opioids for chronic pain.                

“With the prescription monitoring pro-
gram, we can go on line and see whether 
or not a patient has had prescriptions filled 
for opioids or other controlled substances 
before we prescribe, to check whether the 
patient is a drug seeker,” Dr. Nigro added. 

The American Medical Association’s Opi-
oid Task Force has been encouraging phy-
sicians to register and use state prescription 
monitoring programs as one of its actions to 
curb the opioid drug epidemic.  

The AMA Task Force also supports the 
prescription of the life-saving drug nalox-
one, also known as Narcan, to patients at 
risk of overdosing. “Narcan is helpful and it 
can save lives when administered...especially 
if the patient has overdosed on heroin,” Dr. 
Nigro said. 

Free training on how to recognize and re-
act to an opioid overdose by using naloxone 
is offered by the Westchester County Health 
Department. It provides a training kit to 
those who attend its scheduled training ses-
sions. Registration forms are available on the 

department’s website, http://health.west-
chestergov.com/narcan/community-opioid-
overdose-training, and more information 
can be obtained by calling 914-995-6584.

Additional emphasis on preventing the 
opioid and heroin epidemic from enlarg-
ing at the local level was announced by 
County Executive Rob Astorino this past 
spring. Named Project Worthy, it assembled 
a variety of resources and expertise includ-
ing leaders in general health, mental health, 
law enforcement, business and community 
organizations. 

“Combating addiction takes many efforts 
at all levels,” is the point made by Theresa 
Yanarelli, the Director of Phelps Addiction 
Treatment Services. She said that New York 
State agencies are “working hard to have 
people access treatment when they need it.” 
The state has been allocating funds to in-
crease beds for inpatients and more services 
for outpatients, Yanarelli noted.   

Phelps treats inpatients at its Ossining fa-
cility as well as outpatients. Up to half of the 
patients being treated are there through a 
court order, probation, or parole, according 
to Yanarelli.

“We have had many more young adults, 

20s to 30s, coming in for treatment and a 
greater level of care, in recent years than we 
had prior to that,” Yanarelli said. “Pills have 
become much more ‘recreational’ for adoles-
cents and young adults.”  

“Treatment for substance abuse,” she ex-
plained, “is a combination of education, 
counseling and medication, a wide variety 
of therapeutic modalities.” Yanarelli praised 
what she said were “a lot of community ef-
forts reaching out to young people to edu-
cate and assist them in regard to drug de-
pendence.” 

The Westchester County Coalition for 
Drug and Alcohol Free Youth is one such 
organization. It represents anti-drug groups 
throughout the county. Within its coalition 
is the Power to the Parent.org  whose aim is 
“to empower parents, to give them the hard-
core facts about drinking and drugs....to 
help them communicate with their teens.” 
Information is available at its website, Power 
totheParent.org, or by calling 914-332-
1300.  

(Visit The Hudson Independent website to 
learn about what a nationally recognized law 
officer, the “Tall Cop” who recently lectured in 
Tarrytown, has to say about drug abuse.)

nel Services Scott Palermo were aware of the 
unnamed student’s “documented violent 
behavior” but failed to take proper steps 
to protect teachers and aides in the special 
education classroom or remove the student 
from the district.

Martin stated in the lawsuit that on 
March 16, 2017 the student struck her with 
a closed fist on the top of her head, “driving 
her head down into her spine.” As a result 
of the incident, Martin claimed she had 
suffered post-concussion syndrome, ver-
tigo, speech impairment and other injuries, 

along with a loss of income and potential 
retirement benefits.

In a written statement posted on the dis-
trict’s website, Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Kristopher Harrison stated the district 
was unable to publicly comment on the 
pending litigation. However, Harrison did 
make a general comment.

“As always, please know that we take our 
obligation to protect the health, safety and 
welfare of our students and staff at all times 
very seriously,” Harrison stated. “Indeed it 
is amongst our highest priorities. Please be 
assured that we remain committed to pro-
viding a safe and secure learning environ-
ment for all of the members of our school 
community.”

Continued from page 7

Teacher’s Lawsuit

Public input is a major component in the 
current phase of work aimed at producing 
Tarrytown’s Comprehensive Plan and Sta-
tion Area Zoning. Continuing that pur-
suit, the planners have scheduled a  public 
workshop on Sunday, September 17, from 
1 to 4.p.m at the Warner Library. 

The workshops, expected to continue 
through this year and early 2018, are part 
of the process to “...bring together local res-
idents, workers, business owners and Vil-

lage Boards to identify the priorities, goals 
and strategies to shape Tarrytown over the 
coming decades,” as described by the vil-
lage committees involved. 

A flyer produced to announce the work-
shop by Tarrytown Connected, the name 
given the total project, puts it more suc-
cinctly, “Involvement is the key, Your voice 
is part of our voice.” The Comprehensive 
Plan is expected to be completed in the 
coming year. 

Public Viewpoints Sought for 
Tarrytown Comprehensive Plan     



10    Th e Hudson Independent    September 2017    www.thehudsonindependent.com

by W. B. King

From Charlottesville, Virginia to 
San Diego, California, public mon-
uments celebrating leaders of the 
Confederate Army, such as Robert E. 
Lee, are being toppled by residents 
and municipalities that decry associ-
ations to slavery and oppression. Th is 
heated national debate now includes 
a local Confederate monument in 
Mount Hope Cemetery in the Town 
of Greenburgh. 

“Th e Confederacy was a part of 
the United States history,” said Kathy 
Soderstrom, who has lived in Hast-
ings-on-Hudson for 50 years. On a 
picturesque, warm summer day, she 
stood in the stark shadow of the 60-
foot pylon Confederate monument, 
which was erected in 1897, and add-
ed: “Read history, study history and 
learn from it.”   

Soderstrom, like many Ameri-
cans, argue that American history, 
no matter how ugly, simply can’t be 
whitewashed. Th ere are lessons to be 
learned and not forgotten, she in-
sisted. 

“We know this monument has 
been here for years because we have 
family buried in this section of the 
cemetery,” said Soderstrom. “No one 
ever said anything until now.” 

Pointing at one of the roughly 
50 Confederate headstones that 
surround the monument in tiered 
circles, she added, “Th ese particu-
lar people did not die in the battles. 
Th ey were just people, who moved 
north after the war and deserve to be 
buried and be at peace.”

Fallen not Forgotten 
One headstone is that of William Haas 

from the First Calvary of Florida who was 
born in 1844 and died September 11, 1904. 
A few feet to his right rests First Infantry 
and First Calvary soldier Edwin Selvace, 
who was born in 1839 and died in 1930. 
Other headstones are of Confederate veter-
ans’ family members. 

“Th is monument is not on the same level 
of some of the other controversies around 
the country,” said Hastings-on-Hudson 
Mayor Peter Swiderski. “Th is is a memorial 
marker in the cemetery for a bunch of Con-
federate soldiers who wanted to be buried 
together but had moved to the north and 
settled there.”    

Swiderski explained that the May 22, 

1897 monument dedication cer-
emony was attended by soldiers and 
families from both the North and 
the South. Th e speeches given, he 
said, were about unity and peace. 

“About 10 years ago, what is 
now probably the great-great-great 
grandchildren of Union soldiers 
raised money and rehabilitated the 
plot and it was rededicated,” said 
Swiderski. “And every year, there is a 
small memorial service. Th is monu-
ment is all about reconciliation and 
acknowledgement of service.” 

Members of Th e Sons of Union 
Veterans of Th e Civil War, Depart-
ment of New York Admiral John 
L. Worden Camp 150, care for the 
monument and those who are in-
terred there. Th e organization’s web-
site states that each year the Worden 
Camp of the Sons of Union Veter-
ans of the Civil War gather at this 
site to observe Confederate Memo-
rial Day. 

According to “Th e Oxford Com-
panion to United States History,” 
Confederate Memorial Day (also 
called Confederate Heroes Day in 
Texas), is a public holiday observed 
by Alabama, Florida, Kentucky, 

Mississippi, South Carolina, Louisiana and 
Texas. Each state celebrates on diff erent 
days, including January 19 (Robert E. Lee’s 
birthday).  

“We do this not to honor the causes for 
which they fought, but because we know 
that there are thousands of Union graves in 
the South – as there were once thousands 
of wounded and dying Union soldiers –
that received care and compassion from the 
hands of their former enemies, and their en-
emies’ families,” the Members of Th e Sons 
of Union Veterans of Th e Civil War website 
states. “We do for theirs, as we would have 
them do for ours and as we know they do.”

Antidote to Racism: Education and 
Inclusion

Th e Mount Hope Confederate monu-
ment, akin to the Washington Monument, 
is striking, but otherwise imperceptive. It is 
only upon close inspection that visitors gain 
insights to the monument’s purpose. Th ere 
is an excerpt of a poem, “Th e High Tide 
at Gettysburg,” by Will Henry Th omp-
son, etched on the back of the monument, 
which reads, in part:

“Fold up the banners! Smelt the guns! 
Love rules, her gentler purpose runs. A 
mighty mother turns in tears, the pages 

of her battle years, lamenting all her fallen 
sons.”

In front of the impressively tall monu-
ment, which cost $5,000 to construct in 
1897, a small American Legion plaque 
is staked in the ground. Th e front of the 
monument reads: “Sacred to the memory of 
the heroic dead of the Confederate Veterans 
Camp of New York.” 

Th e monument was a non-issue until 
mid-August when the Town of Greenburgh 
Supervisor Paul Feiner received calls from 
concerned citizens about the monument 
and what it might represent. He investigat-
ed the issue and was initially troubled.

Th e Journal News reported that Feiner 
wrote to the privately-run Mount Hope 
Cemetery noting that the monument “hon-
ors soldiers who believed in the supremacy 
of the white race.” He added that residents 
“believe that the monument should be re-
moved or the wording honoring the Con-
federate soldiers on the monument should 
be removed.”

Mount Hope Cemetery President, Th e-
resa Joyce, said that there is a diff erence be-
tween a memorial marking a burial ground 
in a private cemetery and a statue honoring 
a military fi gure in a public space.  

“Mount Hope is not a municipal cem-
etery, nor can we alter the privately-owned 
memorials,” said Joyce. “Th e protection 
and peace of the 100,000 at rest in Mount 
Hope and their families is our paramount 
concern.”

While Feiner was acting on behalf of con-
cerned residents, and purporting his views, 
he received a handful of emails from people 
around the country who disagreed with his 
stance. One email was racist, profane and 
anti-semitic. 

“You don’t have anything better to do 
than to write a letter to take down a monu-
ment,” the email from “Anti-Zionist” stated. 
“We are coming for you and your family.”

Th ese threats did not deter Feiner from 
further investigation, which resulted in an 
amicable, educational and thought-provok-
ing phone call with Mayor Swiderski. 

“If the monument was placed at the cem-
etery as part of a reconciliation eff ort, I have 
no objections to the monument. If the mon-
ument was placed at the cemetery as part of 
a white supremacy initiative, which I now 
think it wasn’t, it shouldn’t be given a prom-
inent place at the cemetery,” noted Feiner. 
“Forgiving and reducing anger and hatred is 
what we need in America today. Perhaps this 
monument could provide our national lead-
ers with an example—our country shouldn’t 
be as divided as it currently is.”

A 19th Century Hastings’ Confederate Cemetery 
Monument Designed to Unify Causes Present-Day Concern 
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Mount Hope Confederate monument. 
— Photo Credit: W.B. King

 

“This monument is not on the same level of 
some of the other controversies around the 
country, This is a memorial marker in the 

cemetery for a bunch of Confederate soldiers 
who wanted to be buried together but had moved 

to the north and settled there.” 
—Peter Swiderski, Hastings-on-Hudson Mayor 
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by Elaine Marranzano

If you are accustomed to walking in 
Rockefeller State Park Preserve and enjoy 
seeing the cattle, say goodbye while you 
can. The cows are going. 

Once described as “Bonanza meets 
Downton Abbey,” Hudson Pines, the cattle 
farm in Sleepy Hollow owned by the late 
David Rockefeller, will host a “complete 
dispersal” sale on November 1. 

“It is with indescribable sadness that I 
am writing to inform you that, in the wake 
of my grandfather’s death, Hudson Pines 
Farms will be dispersing,” wrote Miranda 
Kaiser, the farm’s executive director and 
Rockefeller’s granddaughter, in a March 31 
Facebook message. 

David Rockefeller was the last surviving 
grandson of Standard Oil founder John D. 
Rockefeller. He died at home on March 20, 
2017. 

The cattle-breeding enterprise was the 
legacy of David’s wife, the late Peggy Rock-
efeller, who was committed to the preser-
vation of agriculture. For decades, cattle 
buyers from across the country came to the 
twice-yearly sales at Hudson Pines. Some 
gushed on the internet about the unexpect-
ed opulence. 

“What a presale party. Had butlers/wait-
ers everywhere - just like the parties you see 

on TV!” 
The farm is home to approximately 200 

head of cattle, and not part of the Preserve, 
though it is hard to tell. More than 50 
miles of carriage trails, designed and built 
by David’s father, seamlessly connect the 
park to private land and have been open 
to the public since the day they were built. 

The house at 180 Bedford Road, Sleepy 
Hollow, where Rockefeller lived, is also be-
ing readied for sale. No one has announced 
publicly that the house and land are for 
sale, but multiple off-the-record sources say 
potential buyers, including Bill and Hillary 
Clinton, have toured the property. Inqui-
ries to Hudson Pines seeking confirmation 
were not answered. 

Local tax records indicate David Rock-
efeller owns 169 acres along Bedford Road 
with a market value of approximately $13 
million. According to his will, his five sur-
viving children have the first option to 
buy certain properties at fair market value, 
but others, such as “the Playhouse,” where 
those swanky cattle-sale parties were held, 
will be donated to historic preservation 
trusts, land preserves or sold off to fund his 
philanthropic gifts. 

If Hudson Pines is sold, the Rockefeller 
heirs are unlikely to sell to just anyone. 
In a 2002 New York Times interview, 

Cattle Farm on Rockefeller 
Preserve in SH to Disperse

Continued on page 12
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David Rockefeller related the following 
story about his childhood home, Abeyton 
Lodge, once located on the estate. 

“Grandfather died in 1937, and not long 
before the war began mother and father 
moved to Kykuit. After the war, it became 
apparent that none of the children wanted 
to live in Abeyton Lodge; it was very big 
and comfortable, but required a pretty big 
staff to run. All of us had our own homes, 
in Tarrytown and elsewhere, and we really 
wouldn’t have wanted non-family mem-
bers living inside the fence, so it seemed 
more logical to tear it down than just leave 

it there empty.”
At its height, the Rockefeller Estate com-

prised 3,400 acres, nearly half of which was 
donated to the State of New York to estab-
lish the Rockefeller State Park Preserve; 80 
acres now belong to the nonprofit Stone 
Barns Center for Food and Agriculture, 
300 belong to Kykuit and the rest, includ-
ing David Rockefeller’s land, remain in the 
Rockefeller family. 

The poster announcing the final cattle 
dispersal mentions a farewell party at the 
Playhouse after the sale. What a bittersweet 
party it will be. 

Continued from page 11

Cattle Farm

“Happenings”
Check our Complete

directory for SEPTEMBER at  
www.thehudsonindependent.com



MASQUERADE BALL

Kick-off the Halloween  
season at a benefit for 

The Family YMCA at Tarrytown

Honoring longtime friend  
of the Y, Linda Giuliano

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22,2017

Get your 
tickets now!

The proceeds from this annual 
fundraiser will benefit Strong Kids 

Scholarships for underserved 
children and families. 

Go online ymcatarrytown.org 
Call (914) 631-4807

@ Life the Place to Be 
Ardsley, NY

43

Viewfi nder
1.  Improv at Hudson Valley Writers Center 

raised funds for Paws Crossed shelter.

2.  Temple Beth Abraham Rabbi Holtz and 
Christ Episcopal Church Reverend Susan 
Copley held the March for Justice & Against 
Hate in Tarrytown. More than 150 marched. 

3.  ENT and Allergy Associates, LLP teamed up 
with Futbol for Kids for Aug. 20 Charity Walk.

4.  Past Chief Bob Goldstein was honored as 
Grand Marshal of Tarrytown Firemen’s 
Parade.

1 2
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by Barrett Seaman   

One young girl arrived wearing her only 
piece of clothing: a potato sack. Another 
had a severe heart murmur; another, ce-
rebral palsy. Often coming from impov-
erished Central American villages—some 
wracked by gang violence, many of these 
children have never seen a doctor. Since late 
June, they have been arriving in groups of 
four, or 10 or 12. At any given time, there 
may be a dozen or so at Abbott House, the 
leafy hilltop campus that has provided shel-
ter and succor to needy children for more 
than half a century. 

Three years ago, after two previous un-
successful applications, Abbott House was 
awarded a federal Health and Human Ser-
vices Department (HHS) grant to take chil-
dren admitted by the U.S. Office of Refu-
gee Resettlement (ORR) without an adult 
guardian. This summer brings the third re-
newal of that grant, called the “Transitional 
Resources for Children” program. Since the 
program began, 43 refugee children have 
come through Abbott House.

According to a spokesperson for the Ad-
ministration for Children and Families 
at HHS, the two grants awarded Abbott 
House totaled $6.3 million for standard 
shelter care and long-term foster care.

During their stay, which has been averag-
ing 17 days over the past 18 months, the 
children are provided medical and psycho-

logical attention, clothing, food 
and education. 

“The government expects us to 
take care of them,” said Abbott 
House President and CEO James 
L. Kaufman, “and we do.”  

When they arrive, said Program 
Director Doris Laurenceau, “We 
give them a hot shower clean 
clothes, a room of their own, a 
meal and a medical exam.” Their 
clothing, toiletries, toys and sports 
equipment come from community 
donations. One child needed a 
wheelchair, and Irvington donors 
went out and found one. 

Under the guidance of Medical 
Director Dr. Luis Rodriguez, each 
child is given a complete medical 
examination, including eye and ear 
tests. “These children are very, very 
poor and often have had no medi-
cal attention,” said Dr. Rodriguez. 
“Many have undiagnosed medical 
problems.”

When those problems are com-
plicated, Abbott House reaches out 
to a network of specialists in Westchester 
and New York City. Many of these are asso-
ciated with the Bronx’s Montefiore Medical 
Center. 

Though their stays are typically brief, Ab-
bott House schools each of them. Every 
day, there are classes in English, math, so-

cial studies and science. They are told about 
their rights in American society. They learn 
the Pledge of Allegiance. Said Laurenceau, 
“They leave here knowing basic English.”

“The opportunity to learn is one of the 
program’s greatest gifts,” said Kaufman. 
“These kids literally line up to go to school 

in the morning.”
The goal is to match each child 

up with relatives in the U.S. The 
preliminary job of finding those 
families is done by the Office of 
Refugee Resettlement, part of 
the Department of Health and 
Human Services. Each child ar-
rives with a name and a phone 
number. From there, it’s up to 
staffers at Abbott House to con-
tact the identified relatives and 
vet them to make sure they can 
take on a child and raise him 
or her responsibly and lovingly. 
According to the HHS spokes-
person, “approximately 87% 
of sponsors are parents or close 
family members. If there is not 
a suitable parent or other relative 
in the U.S., ORR grantees work 
with the family to identify an in-
dividual who might care for the 
child while their immigration 
proceedings are pending.”

Children have left Abbott 
House to go to families as far as 

California and Washington State. “Even if 
out of state,” said Lauren Candela-Katz, 
Abbott House’s Director of Development 
and Communications, “we will have our 
staff fly out first to vet the family and the 
living conditions, the ability to care for and 

Abbott House Serves as Halfway Haven for Refugee Children

Continued on page 21

An Abbott House refugee child tries out her donated motor-
ized wheelchair.

— Photo Credit: Barrett Seaman
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By Robert Firpo-Cappiello

Like many Westchester dads, Irvington’s 
Miyuki Furtado traded Brooklyn for a qui-
eter life in the ‘burbs right around the time 
he became a father. Unlike most, however, 
Furtado also traded a life of round-the-
world rock-n-roll touring for afternoons 
strumming an acoustic guitar while his 
daughter napped.

Those quiet moments of guitar playing 
would lead Furtado to launch a new mu-
sical identity, the folk/psych band Divin-
ing Rod, which will release its new album, 
“Return to Crystal Cove,” in early 2018. As 
a preview of the highly anticipated album, 
the band has released a double A-side single, 
“Hemlock Blues / Love Come Tumbling,” 
via Kilipaki Records (visit diviningrodband.
com for downloads).

An Irvington resident since 2008, Furtado 
made the unusual transition from singing, 
writing, and playing bass for the Brooklyn-
based post-punk band The Rogers Sisters 
to reimagining his musical language as a 
solo acoustic singer/songwriter as he raised 
his child, made repairs to his new home, 
and ventured into the rivertowns’ musical 
scene at farmers’ markets, churches, living 
rooms, and art galleries. “Working around 
my daughter’s schedule made me rethink 
the way I write music,” Furtado recalls. “It 

definitely makes you more focused and dis-
ciplined. While writing, I was listening to 
music by slack key masters like Gabby and 
Cyril Pahinui as well as British folk guitar-
ists, Bert Jansch and Richard Thompson. I 
also have a deep love of Crosby, Stills, Nash, 
and Young, Manassas, and the Byrds as well 

as the ‘outlaw country’ music of Willie Nel-
son, Merle Haggard, and Joe Ely. After I 
had enough songs, I wanted to play them 
out but I felt out of touch with my old mu-
sic scene in the city. So when I moved to 
Irvington, I resolved to play everywhere and 
as often as I could. It was though I was start-

ing a new life. It was a humbling, yet freeing 
experience.”

“Return to Crystal Cove” is a deeply 
personal project for Furtado, drawing on 
diverse musical and personal influences 
ranging from his early childhood in Kauai, 
Hawaii, to the unexpected, shattering expe-
rience of losing his father, Gilbert Furtado, 
to cancer in 2016. “I flew out west to care 
for my dad,” says Furtado. “Toward the end, 
we talked for hours through the night. Then 
when he couldn’t talk, I sat with him in si-
lence realizing that when we look back on 
life, the grand moments are not necessarily 
the most impactful. It’s the little moments, 
which may seem fleeting or unimportant, 
that are the ones that we remember. Like 
how the sun felt on our faces the day we 
went swimming together, or the comforting 
scent of your pillow at home. I wanted to 
write songs about those little moments. The 
ones that remind us that we’re alive.”

“I returned home eventually after my fa-
ther passed and started work on the record. 
It really is the one that I felt I had to make,” 
Furtado says. His new sense of creative ener-
gy and urgency led him to return to the re-
cording studio with a new collaborator. Pat-
rick Harmon, a guitarist and vocalist of the 
Brooklyn psych-pop band A Party Faithful, 
creates a sonically captivating landscape of 

Irvington Singer/Songwriter Miyuki Furtado’s Band,  
Divining Rod, Breaks New Musical Ground

Continued on page 19

(L-R:) Patrick Harmon and Miyuki Furtado of the Divining Rod band.
— Photo Credit: Stefy Hilmer/Stefy Hilmer Photography
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by Barrett Seaman   

Nestled within Irvington’s sprawling 
Bridge Street complex on the banks of the 
Hudson is a new office space designed for 
solo professionals, entrepreneurs, writers 
and others seeking a home within the grow-
ing “gig economy.” It’s got comfy, relatively 
spacious glassed-in offices with phones, 
computers and “white noise” machines to 
facilitate concentration. There’s a commu-
nal kitchen with a refrigerator, microwave 
and coffee machine, keys to the restrooms 
across the hall and a spa shower and lockers 
one floor below—all available 24/7. Plus, 
there’s an adjoining deck with cushioned 
Adirondack-style chairs right on the Hud-
son, cheek by jowl with the summertime 
bar run by The Red Hat on the River.

But wait, there’s more! Founder and 
operator Matt Ludmer, a 30-year wealth 
management advisor out of Wall Street 
powerhouse Morgan Stanley, has imbued 
this office space with his own philosophy 
of “true aligned wealth,” which he believes 
is comprised of four quadrants, only one of 
which is financial. The others are: heartfelt 
community, lifelong learning and mindful 
awareness.

The loft-like 2,500 sq. ft. common space 
is furnished with neighbor Eileen Fisher’s 
ergonomic furniture. If you arrive by 8:30, 
there is a daily meditation session in the 

main room and an enclosed meditation 
room for all other hours. The Westchester 
Buddhist Center, which previously used Ei-
leen Fisher’s Bridge Street space, now holds 
its weekly meetings there on Monday eve-
nings. On other nights, there are $15-a-ses-
sion Tai Chi classes, yoga and periodic talks 
by outside speakers.

Ludmer’s philosophy is a fusion of Tibetan 
Buddhism, Jewish Kabbalah and “Integral 
Theory,” as articulated by the philosopher 
and writer Ken Wilber (Integral Vision; A 
Theory of Everything). Ludmer himself plans 
to teach a class he calls “Invest and Relax.”

Ludmer will run his own wealth manage-
ment business out of the space. He recently 
moved to Irvington’s Barney Park from Ka-
tonah with his wife and three daughters. 
Those joining The Aligned Center are not 
required to use his financial services, but 
they are required to pay for the mindful-
ness. A “Community” membership, which 
includes 24/7 access to the space and all its 
activities as well as use of office space if it 
is free at the time, will cost $700-a-month 
($300-a-month trial memberships may still 
be available). To lock in an office space, full 
members will pay $2,000-a-month. All 
told, there are 21 keys to the Center.

More detailed information can be found 
on the center’s web site, www.aligned-
wealthllc.com.

The Aligned Center: 
A Holistic Approach to 
Shared Office Space



The Aligned Center: 
A Holistic Approach to 
Shared Office Space
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by Tom Pedulla

Dobbs Ferry
Coach Jim Moran is not afraid to set the 

bar high.
“Our expectations are the same every 

year, to get better with each game, to win 
every league game we play and the cham-
pionship at the end,” said Moran, in his 
seventh season.

His willingness to think big was rewarded 
last year when the Eagles soared to the Class 
C title and competed in the quarterfinals of 
the state playoffs.

The success of a run-heavy offense may 
depend on halfback Jordan Lyerly, a senior. 
“We think this could be a breakout year for 
him,” Moran said.

Quarterback Patrick Straub, a returning 
starter, represents another key player. Mo-
ran is optimistic he will deliver. “He should 
take the next step for us,” he said. 

A young and inexperienced offensive line 
will need to come together quickly. Tackle 
Ryan Fessler is the lone returning starter. 
Tackle Thomas Palicz, guards Kosta Geor-
gioudakis and Yaseen Hamideh and center 
Michael Mcgoey complete the unit.

Moran acknowledged that the offensive 
line is a concern. “We think they’re going 
to be great,” he said, “but they’re inexperi-
enced and a bit unproven.”

 Inside linebacker Jack Capuano, the 
leading tackler last year, returns to anchor 
the defense.   

 
Hackley

The Hornets ran the table with a 7-0 re-
cord last season in winning the Metropoli-
tan Independent Football League. They are 
focused on repeating.

With all five starters returning, the of-
fensive line could be the engine that drives 
this team. Tackle Michael Hoffman, from 
Irvington, heads the group as a senior co-
captain. Guards Jason Mark and Conor 
McMahon and tackle Sam Goldberg flank 
center Dillon Schaevitz. The unit makes up 
in technique what it lacks in size.

Senior Javon Coleman has the tools to 

be a fine quarterback. When he drops back 
to pass, he possesses a strong arm. He also 
represents a significant running threat. “He 
is one of the best athletes on the field,” said 
second-year coach Simon Berk.

William Waterhouse, a senior running 
back, averaged more than 100 yards per 
game last year. More big things are expect-
ed. He is complemented by fellow running 
back Chad Lasseter, also a senior.

“We have some really talented kids and 
they’ve been doing the work and are re-
ally committed to the program,” said Berk. 

“There is a lot to be excited about.”
Hoffman emphasized the need to bring 

the same intensity every game. “If we put 
in the work and don’t take anything for 
granted because of what happened last year, 
we definitely have the opportunity to go 
undefeated again,” he said.

   
Irvington

Second-year coach Steve Yurek set two 
goals for the Bulldogs, namely compiling 
a winning record and reaching the Class B 
playoffs. He is confident both are attain-

able.
“If we do what we’re supposed to do,” 

he said, “we should be able to get into the 
playoffs.”

Quarterback Liam Toolan will start for 
the third consecutive season. He should 
benefit greatly from another year in the 
same system.

“He knows the offense better than I do,” 
Yurek said. “We look for a big step from 
sophomore year to junior year.” Toolan 
can make all the throws and impacts in the 
ground game as well.

Joey Clewell is an explosive wide receiver. 
Tight-end Nick Lambiase, a newcomer, 
did well during the offseason. Senior Tim 
Mezaros returns as the leading rusher in a 
balanced attack.

Senior John Martin anchors an offensive 
line that includes Ari Greenberg, Jonathon 
Bloomfield and Ryan Kelly. Right tackle 
Justin Kim, a freshman, offers considerable 
potential.

Irvington finished 5-4 last season. Yurek 
also succeeded in bolstering the roster. That 
bodes well.

Dobbs Ferry, Irvington, Hackley Optimistic for Gridiron Success
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(L-R:) Irvington High football captains Tim Mezaros, Joey Clewell, Liam Toolan, and 
John Martin.

Sports

by Kevin Brown

Sleepy Hollow High School kicks off its varsity season on 
Saturday, September 2 at home against Pearl River High 
School. Pearl River is coming off a turbulent off-season that 
saw Coach Mike Oliva unexpectedly dismissed but then 
re-instated after public protests and petitions throughout the 
community called for his reinstatement. Despite a challenged 
record in 2016, players for Pearl River will bring it on in the 
opener. 

“We haven’t played Pearl River in a while so everyone is fired 
up. Our offensive line has great size and potential, and we are 
going to continue our no huddle, fast-paced offense but mix 
it up to keep the other team off balance,” starting QB Sean 
McCarthy said. 

The game will mark the beginning of a new era under new 
Athletic Director Denise Kiernan and Coach Jorge Veintimill-
la. “It is a challenge to adjust to a new style of playing here, 

but we pick each other up and are ready to resume our culture 
of a winning football program,” McCarthy shared. 

Luis Espinal and Jared Carey return to bring fire power on 
both sides of the ball. Young budding stars Daniel Williams, 
Julian Stoll and Charles Velasquez bring great height and 
athleticism to the receiving corps which will expand on the 
vertical passing game.  

Senior Travis Cowles will play a key role at several positions 
on both sides of the ball. “We lost some key players from last 
year but our offense looks strong. It’s a talented group of guys 
and we are looking to creating some excitement on the field,” 
Cowles said. 

There are only six games in the season with three scheduled 
home games (9/2 vs Pearl River 1:30, 9/15 vs OLL 7:30 and 
10/1 vs Hendrick Hudson 1:30). After a summer of 7-on-7s, 
linemen camps, and long summer days of practice, the Horse-
men are strapped and ready to gallop.

New Era of Horseman Football Ready for Kickoff



When shopping, be picky; look for small-
er kerneled corn on the cob, cherry or heir-
loom tomatoes with the small green stems 
attached – it means they have been freshly 
harvested – and smaller radishes and cu-
cumbers, which are less woody and watery. 
Little prep time or cooking is needed at this 
time of year to enjoy the last joyful tastes of 
summer.

Easy Grilled Corn on the Cob
No need to remove the silk from fresh corn 
on the cob or soak the corn with husks on 
in water. Just trim off some of the outer 
greenery, slice off the very tip (that will get 
rid of most of the silk anyhow), place the 
corn (inner husks still on) directly on the 
grill, and keep turning or rolling around 
the ears as the husks start to become dry. 
They will eventually burn and turn quite 
dark, but don’t let them burn off entirely. If 
there are a few spots where they burn away 
and the kernels are exposed to the direct 
heat, that only enhances the sweet, smoky 
taste; some of the kernels may turn golden 
brown. Watch carefully – they will be done 

in approximately 15 minutes. There may 
some silk along the ears when you peel away 
the burnt husks, but it will pull off easily.  

Cooking Tip for Making Easy  
Gazpacho
If you have any leftover fresh sliced to-
matoes in vinaigrette (during the current 
height of tomato season), which never taste 
as robust once refrigerated, just place them 

in a blender with the vinaigrette, a chopped 
red pepper and a chopped cucumber (or 
half depending upon size) and puree. In-
stant gazpacho! 

You can now refrigerate the mixture and 
serve topped with chopped fresh tomatoes 
(halved cherry tomatoes are perfect), diced 
cucumber and red pepper, and even corn 
kernels – if you have any left over from sau-
téing or grilling corn.

September is harvest season, the most vibrant time 
at our farmers’ markets, when corn is at its fresh-
est, tomatoes are bursting with flavor, cucumbers 

and radishes are crunchy and delicious, and leafy greens 
are in abundance. It’s when simple cooking reveals clear 
and robust tastes because the ingredients have just been 
harvested at their peak. Dinner can easily be made from 
fresh corn on the cob and sliced tomatoes (though a 
grilled steak, hamburger, chicken, or fish fillet might pro-
vide the added protein for heartier eaters). 

18    The Hudson Independent    September 2017    www.thehudsonindependent.com

Corn and Tomatoes: Simple Recipes for Enjoying Late Summer’s Bounty

Food for Thought

by Linda Viertel

In a medium bowl, combine diced 
onion, lime juice and a generous pinch 
of salt and pepper. Let macerate for 
five minutes, then whisk in olive oil and 
toasted cumin. Add corn kernels and a 
pinch of salt, and toss to coat.

Cut avocados in thick slices and 
divide among four plates, arranging 
them in a random pattern. Top with 
the cucumbers and cherry tomatoes. 
Sprinkle lightly with salt. Surround with 
sprigs of purslane or watercress.

To serve, spoon a quarter of the corn 
and juices over each salad. Garnish 
with mint, queso fresco and red pep-
per.

Ingredients:
½ cup finely diced 
  red onion
3 Tbsp freshly 
squeezed lime juice
Salt and pepper
4 Tbsp extra-virgin   
  olive oil
½ Tsp cumin seeds, 
toasted and coarsely  
  ground
2 cups tender, small corn kernels
2 large firm-ripe avocados
2 cups sliced cucumbers
12 cherry tomatoes, halved or quartered
Small bunch purslane or watercress
Handful of mint leaves, roughly chopped
2 ounces queso fresco or mild feta,   
 crumbled
Pinch of crushed red pepper

Slice off corn kernels on all cobs. (Try placing the whole cob in the center tube of 
an angel food tube cake pan and when you cut off the kernels, instead of flying all 
around the counter, they will fall into the interior of the pan!) Dice red pepper into ¼ 
inch pieces. Melt butter in large skillet (cast iron is best) and sauté the red pepper for 
about five minutes. Then add the corn kernels and continue sautéing on medium heat 
for approximately 10 minutes (depending upon the amount of corn). When still crunchy 
and fresh tasting but slightly cooked, throw fresh oregano leaves, salt and pepper to 
taste on top and stir in. Serve immediately.

Ingredients:
4-5 ears of corn
1 large sweet red pepper
Butter

Fresh oregano leaves
Kosher salt and freshly 
ground pepper to taste 

Sauteed Corn and Red Pepper

David Tanis’ Fresh Corn,  
Avocado and Cucumber 
Salad



textured guitar that is the perfect counter-
point to Furtado’s country/folk/tropicalia-
inflected work on guitar, bass, and drums. 
(If you’ve ever wondered what a collabora-
tion between the late-’60s British folk-rock 
band Fairport Convention and the ground-
breaking Irish group My Bloody Valentine 
might sound like, Divining Rod’s recent 
work may be the closest you’ll ever get.) 
The pair worked with Grammy-nominated 
producer/mixer/engineer Brian Forbes at a 
fast, creative pace, recording the dozen new 
songs in a matter of days.

One of Furtado’s favorite songs on “Re-
turn To Crystal Cove” is “The Silver Ship,” 
inspired by his life as a father. “It’s about 
how raising a child, though an incredible 
experience, can sometimes make you feel 

very inept and desperate and alone. Then 
you go from feeling like you’re about to 
break to feeling deliriously happy. It’s dis-
orienting. But if you can let go of your fear 
and insecurities, you can move toward feel-
ing more at ease. It’s challenging for sure, 
but I wouldn’t change it for all the tours in 
the world.”

Moving forward is what Furtado and Di-
vining Rod are all about these days, with re-

cent shows at New York City hotspots such 
as Mercury Lounge, Lovecraft Bar NYC, 
and HiFi, and at Baltimore’s Reverb, and 
a new music video for “Love Come Tum-
bling” coming soon. If you follow Divin-
ing Rod on social media, you can get the 
scoop on upcoming gigs in rivertowns ven-
ues, where you can hear this unique band’s 
groundbreaking sonic – and emotional –
landscapes in person.

by Morey Storck 

When White Plains Performing Arts 
Center (WPPAC) General Manager Kath-
leen Davisson, and Associate Producer and 
Resident Musical Director Stephen Ferri, 
were asked what would be their suggestion 
for the headline of this article, it just fit.

They are enthusiastic, energetic, and 
optimistic with a vision for this profes-
sional theatre, and that is to bring the New 
Generation Broadway, and its adventurous 
attempt to build a new theater audience 
looking for fresh, innovative productions, 
to Westchester, to their own backyard. 

“Our demographics, here in Westchester, 
indicate a younger, more attuned audience 
that is heavily involved with social media, 
with new social norms and changing atti-
tudes, and a hunger for new excitement in 
entertainment,” Ferri said. “That is not to 
say that we throw away the brilliant musi-
cal stage classics of yesterday. But, that was 
yesterday, and there are plenty of venues all 
around Westchester that cater to very ap-
preciative audiences that enjoy the beloved 
songs from Oklahoma, Carousel, South Pa-
cific, etc. and that’s good. But, a younger 
audience is looking out for what’s new, 
what’s cutting-edge now.” 

In November 2003, the City of White 
Plains opened a 410-seat, state-of-the-art, 
professional Equity theatre in its down-
town commercial center, within easy reach 
of the surrounding areas of Westchester, 
Rockland and lower Connecticut. It now 
is the home of the WPPAC. With self-pro-
duced, professional theatrical productions, 
as well as presentations of nationally and 
internationally known performing art-
ists, WPPAC strives to bring to its stage 
the best in contemporary theatre, dance, 
music, stand-up comedy and children’s 
programing in an intimate, modern, com-

fortable setting. 
“But, all of this, obviously, takes money, 

and it takes a lot of money to make money 
AND art,” Davisson explained. “There’s a 
song from Curtains by Kander and Ebb, 
that says it all. Show business is just that. 
It’s a business! Everything revolves around 
profit and loss. No matter your noble in-
tentions, if you can’t afford the production 
you want, the standards of professionalism 
in every aspect of performance and pro-
duction your audience and we demand, we 
don’t do it. It’s that simple.” 

In addition, WPPAC’s Conservatory 
Theatre is the only youth theatre and ed-
ucational organization in residence at a 
professional theatre in Westchester. The 
Conservatory is a professional training and 
presentation program offered year-round 
for all theatrical artists between the ages 
of 10-25. They strive to be “the epicenter 
for theatrical training and education in 
the county. Students are held to the high-
est professional standards while providing 
them the tools necessary to meet those 
standards.” 

Heathers: The Musical is one example of 
serious content musicals that WPPAC is 
bringing to its stage. It is a rock musical 
with music, lyrics and book by Laurence 
O’Keefe and Kevin Murphy and is based 
on the cult film Heathers. After a sold-out 
Los Angeles tryout, the show had a produc-
tion Off-Broadway in 2014. While ostensi-
bly a comedy, the show deals with issues of 
teen suicide, murder, bullying, homopho-
bia, and gun violence. It has since become 
immensely popular on various social media 
outlets. 

As Jeremy Quinn, WPPAC Produc-
ing Artistic Director at the time of 
this interview with “Black Women for 
Wellness”(BWW) in 2016, pointed out: “I 
think it’s a very important show for us to 

be doing because there’s no other theatre in 
Westchester County who’s going to touch 
it. That’s actually what makes WPPAC 
special. We embrace our own uniqueness 
and individuality as a production company 
by doing shows that others may stay away 
from. Otherwise we’d fall into the trap of 
bland, uninteresting programming that 
people are tired of seeing. You’ve got to 
shake things up or there won’t BE a next 
generation of theatergoers. Stephen Ferri, 
the Heathers Musical Director, and I are 
constantly searching for new material that’s 
smart, very direct, cutting-edge and con-
temporary. No fluff. That’s what our audi-
ence wants. That’s why we’re here.” 

Today, Ferri continues in that direction. 
They start around a blank table with a 
production team consisting of a director, 
musical director, company manager and 
program scheduler or, in other words, a se-
lection committee. What’s the show that is 
unanimously selected to be produced? Is it 
available? Is it financially tenable? Can it be 
adapted to their stage and venue? Do they 
have an audience for it? Is their choice for 
choreographer and scenery designer avail-
able? Do they have a talented adapter for 
the material they have selected? 

When finally there is a collective “yes,” 
then that’s when they put their heads to-
gether and begin the really hard work. Col-
laboration is key, empowering everybody 
from the creative team and cast to the de-
signers and crew to figure out how to col-
lectively do it. 

“But, there is one thing that I insist on 
and have since I joined WPPAC, that there 
can be no down-sizing of the show to fit our 
stage or benefit that all-important financial 
statement that can jeopardize the integrity 
of the material,” Ferri stressed. “We can cut 
the number of musicians, use fewer danc-
ers, pare down some of the chorus, be in-

ventive with less scenery, but never change 
the script or score or the intent, power and 
signature of the original creative team that 
wrote and composed the show.”  

Corn and Tomatoes: Simple Recipes for Enjoying Late Summer’s Bounty
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Take a Look at the New Generation Broadway. Bold. 
Young. Now, This Adventure is in Your Own Backyard!

92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTE9)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591

Phone# 332-0294
WWW.123WINEAVE.COM

Grape Expectations
WINE AND LIQUOR MERCHANT

15% OFF
YOUR NEXT

WINE PURCHASE
WITH THIS AD. CANNOT BE

COMBINED WITH OTHER
DISCOUNTS. SOME ITEMS ARE

EXCLUDED. NO MINIMUM OR
MAXIMUM.

Jean Kim Sears, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

Member SIPC

19 Main Street
Irvington, NY 10533
Bus. 914-591-7800
Fax 877-462-3096
jean.sears@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
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by Oscar Dring   

This summer I participated in a service 
adventure program called Visions. I was 
stationed on the Blackfoot Native Ameri-
can reservation in Browning Montana. 
Visions (https://visionsserviceadventures.
com/teen-service-programs/) has similar 
service programs in Alaska, The British 
Virgin Islands, Cambodia, and six other 
countries. For a month, I stayed in a small 
ranch on the reservation and, along with 
18 other teenagers, helped with local com-
munity service projects that the natives had 
requested.

Although the community service work 
was very rewarding, the part of this trip 
that stood out for me the most were the 
cultural events to which my group was in-
vited. We were able not only to watch but 
also participate in the Blackfoot Pow Wow; 
we learned how to create a Sun Dance 
lodge, and we were even allowed to join the 
Sun Dance festival, which included sweat-
ing in a Blackfoot sweat lodge.

One characteristic of the Blackfoot Tribe 
that was very visible, was their proud sense 
of generosity. I could really see this in the 
Sundance Festival, which celebrates their 
Creator’s good spirit and gifts bestowed to 
the tribe. In this celebration you dedicated 
your energy to the need of someone else. As 

a form of prayer, you eat, drink, and dance 
with that person in mind. I was really able 
to witness this first hand. 

Unfortunately, on our way to a back-
packing trip in Glacier, one of our cars was 
involved in car accident, which resulted in 
one of our volunteers needing to be mede-
vaced to the nearest hospital. Thankfully, 
she turned out to have had only minor 
head trauma and has been since medically 

cleared. Needless to say we were all very 
shaken up by this event. Our backpacking 
trip was postponed, which in turn gave us 
the opportunity to attend the Sundance 
festival. 

Having been told about the accident, an 
Elder asked our group to stand and place 
our hand on the center pole. He then ex-
plained to the gathered tribe what had 
taken place earlier that day. In their native 

tongue, the tribe prayed aloud for us, and 
the quick recovery of the fellow volunteer. 
In this sincere form of prayer, the tribe 
took time out of their festival to make sure 
that my group felt supported. 

Unlike Sundances from other tribes 
around North America, the Blackfoot Sun-
dance is a private festival. Very seldom do 
they invite guests to their Sundance, let 
alone allow them to participate in it. The 
Elders of the Blackfoot Tribe’s willingness 
to teach and welcome my group to the rules 
and history of the Sundance was extremely 
kind and generous. I truly felt honored to 
have been a part of the festival.

Since I’ve been back from Montana, I 
can’t help thinking about how lucky I am 
to live here in Irvington. I feel so lucky to 
have access to a good education. I am very 
fortunate to have been born into a family 
that has the freedom to choose where we 
want to live and how we want to be educat-
ed. Before this trip, I may have taken these 
blessings for granted. However, after expe-
riencing the way the Blackfoot Tribe lives 
and some of the hardships they endure, I 
feel that I must make the most out of the 
freedoms and privileges I have—and not 
take them for granted. 

Oscar Dring, who turns 16 this month, is a 
rising junior at Irvington High School.

by Joan Potter

It was the first day of my fourth-
grade writing workshop at the 
RSHM Life Center in Sleepy Hollow. 
The mission of the Center, which is 
directed by Sister Susan Gardella, is 
to serve the needy. Among its many 
services is an after-school program, in 
which I participated. I was told that 
most of the 22 boys and girls in my 
workshop come from Spanish-speak-
ing homes; I would be teaching two 
groups of 11 each.

This would be a new experience for 
all of us. I began teaching memoir 
at The Hudson Valley Writers’ Cen-
ter in 1998, and I’ve also taught in 
other places. My students were always 
adults. But when the Writers’ Center 
asked if I’d like to teach fourth-grad-
ers in a community-based program, 
I immediately said yes. I figured I’d 
use the same approach as I did in my 
adult workshops, just adapted for 
nine-year-olds.

I was directed to a small, quiet 
room, and soon the first group filed 
in clutching bright pink binders. They ar-
ranged themselves around a long table, 
boys on one end, girls on the other. Then 
they looked up at me to see what’s going to 
happen next.

I introduced myself to the children and 
told them they will be writing short stories 
about real things that happened in their 
lives. “Pick any memory and write about 
it,” I said. “When you’re finished you can 
read your story out loud.”

Some started to work immediately, oth-
ers gazed into the distance, thinking. Some 
of the boys spent a few minutes poking one 
another and giggling. After 20 minutes, 
they were ready to reveal their memories.

A girl wrote about a surprise: “My dad 

woke me up and I went to the hospital. My 
mom was holding a baby. So I asked, ‘Who 
is this?’ She said it was my brother.”

 One boy wrote about himself: “I am best 
at math in class. I love apples, bananas, and 
oranges. I am moral. I want to dye my  

hair red.”
Over the 10-week session, the 

children covered many topics: de-
scriptions of their street, their moth-
ers, and their friends; a special event; 
and a popular subject – their favor-
ite food. They wrote about family 
parties, trips to amusement parks, 
and their goals for the future.

For the last class of the semester, I 
asked them to express their thoughts 
about writing and what they’ve 
learned. The responses of these won-
derful children thrilled me.

Mariely said the workshop “made 
me get better grades on my writing 
and my writing got very pretty and 
my mom is happy.”

Jake wrote: “The writing work-
shop taught me how to be not afraid 
to share my life with people and I 
got a little better with my handwrit-

ing and lost a bit of stage fright.” 
And Jason cogently summed it up: 

“Writing can take anyone to the zoo, space, 
the city, and many places that you go to in 
your mind.” 

To learn more about HVWC’s community 
outreach programming, which will continue 
at LIFE this fall, and our in-house events and 
workshops, please visit www.writerscenter.
org. 

What I Did During My Summer Break

Notes from the HVWC: Bringing Writing to LIFE 

Oscar Dring (far right) and other teens on an indian reservation in Montana.

Joan Potter and children in her 
workshop. 

A girl wrote about a surprise: “My dad woke me up and I went to the hospital. 
My mom was holding a baby. So I asked, ‘Who is this?’  

She said it was my brother.”



meet the needs of the child.” 
It is a kind of reverse vetting process. 

“We have an intense conversation with 
their families about their rights,” said Lau-
renceau. Of particular concern is that once 
embedded with a family, the refugee chil-
dren are not then used as slave labor. 

Not every child in the program has a 
family tie in the U.S. For these truly foster 
children, Abbott House works with agen-
cies to fi nd foster families in the New York 
Metro area. As of mid-August, there were 
four such long-term foster care children at 
the facility.

A non-profi t that has housed orphans and 
children with a variety of mental and physi-
cal disabilities for decades, Abbott House 

is well suited to handle these refugee chil-
dren. Originally a convalescent hospital, 
particularly for rheumatic fever patients, it 
was offi  cially incorporated as a child welfare 
agency in 1963. Its Th erapeutic Foster Care 
program has taken in children from West-
chester and three nearby counties. It has 
expanded its services to include children 
with a range of disabilities, physical and 
psychiatric.

With the fl ow of refugees, as well as its on-
going population of needy children, Abbott 
House is always looking for both donations 
and volunteers. Th ose wishing to contrib-
ute either clothing or toiletries or their own 
time should contact Lauren Candela-Katz, 
Director of Development & Communica-
tions, at Lcandela-katz@abbotthouse.net or 
(914) 409-0088.

The Family YMCA at Tarrytown
62 Main Street   •  Tarrytown, NY 10591
ymcatarrytown.org  •  914-631-4807

(914) 631-4807    info@ymcatarrytown.org

LEAP!
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LEARN TO DANCE AT THE Y!

LEARN TO SWIM AT THE Y!

Ballet • Jazz • Modern • Tap • Hip Hop
Latin • Creative Movement • Mommy & Me  

Performance • Choreography   
Dance and Musical Theater

BECOME A PARTNER IN HEALTH! 
Refer a new member to the Y and you both immediately get  

25% off membership fees for as long as you both remain members

Swimming Classes & Private Swim Instruction
Sharks Swim Team & Competitive Training

Lifeguard Training & Water Safety Instructor  
Certification Classes • Recreational Swim for  

Kids & Families • Adult Aqua Fitness • Lap Swim

PHOTOS BY NY CREATIVE PHOTOGRAPHY

ALL
MOMMY & ME DANCE

— AND —

PARENT/CHILD SWIM CLASSES

FREE with Family Membership
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Margaret Mintern, 86
Margaret T. Cresswell Mintern, a lifelong 

resident of the Tarrytowns, died peacefully 
August 10. She was 86. 

Born and raised in North Tarrytown, she 
attended North Tarrytown High School, 
graduated Mercy College and was em-
ployed at Pergament Press and SPAR in 
Elmsford, as an accountant. She was an 
active member of the Ladies Ancient Or-
der of Hibernians, Division 11, the Ladies 
Auxiliary 1040 of the Fraternal Order of 

Eagles and the Tarrytown Seniors. 

Elizabeth Anzovino, 68
Elizabeth M. Anzovino, a resident of 

Beacon and formerly of North Tarrytown, 
died unexpectedly at her home August 10. 
She was 68. 

Born in North Tarrytown on February 
16, 1949, she had worked for many years at 
Vassar Brothers Hospital. She was a mem-
ber of the VFW Drum Corps and had been 
a member of the North Tarrytown Fire De-

partment Ambulance Corps before moving 
to Beacon.

Alfredo Soares, 80
Alfredo A. Soares, a longtime Tarrytown 

resident, died August 10. He was 80. 
Mr. Soares was born on August 23, 1936 

in Ovar, Portugal. He came to the United 
States in 1978. He worked at General Mo-
tors for many years until his retirement. He 
was a member of the Portuguese American 
Club of Tarrytown and UAW Local 666. 
He was a parishioner of St. Teresa of Avila 
Church.

Mr. Soares served in the Armed Forces of 
Portugal in Angola and in 1964, he mar-
ried Maria Lourdes Dos Santos in Angola. 
He loved to cook and he will be remem-
bered for his love of all animals. One of his 
greatest joys was spending time with his 
family, especially his grandchildren.

Josephine Moore, 73
Josephine Moore, a lifelong area resident, 

died at home in Sleepy Hollow August 4. 
She was 73.

Born in East Irvington, she had worked 
for the Village of North Tarrytown as a 
crossing guard and later worked for the Vil-
lage of Tarrytown in Parking Enforcement. 
She retired from that position several years 
ago.

Domenica Iannarelli, 85
Domenica Iannarelli, a resident of Tarry-

town, died peacefully August 24. She was 
85.

She grew up in Italy during the Depres-
sion and WWII. She came to America with 
her mother when the war ended and was 
reunited with her father. She had many 
fond memories of her life in Italy. After the 
start of her new life in America, she met 
and married Antonio Iannarelli on No-

vember 24, 1956. They lived in Croton-
on-Hudson from 1960-1974 when they 
moved to Tarrytown, where they raised 
their six children.

Mrs. Iannarelli worked in real estate and 
loved helping people find their new home, 
and was an active member of the Trans-
figuration Seniors and Tarrytown Seniors 
for many years. Her passions were family, 
cooking and feeding friends and family. 
She was an amazing cook who loved to 
have big Sunday dinners with family and 
friends. Her family was her life. She was a 
kind and generous person who made every-
one feel welcome and important. 

Robert Hill, 89
Robert Donald Hill, a resident of Sleepy 

Hollow and Pilot Knob, NY, formerly of 
Irvington, died peacefully August 22 at 
Kendal-on-Hudson in Sleepy Hollow from 
complications following a fall. He was 89.

Born in the Bronx, he was educated at 
The Barnard School for Boys (1945) and 
then Dartmouth College (1949). From 
1952 to 1954, he served on active duty in 
the U.S. Naval Reserve as an officer (LTJG) 
aboard the U.S.S. Parle (DE 708). Follow-
ing his naval service, he joined his father’s 
real estate firm, Robert E. Hill, Inc., in 
Riverdale, NY. At the time of his retire-
ment in 1991, he was president of the firm.

He was a member of the Ardsley Coun-
try Club in Irvington, and the Glens Fall 
Country Club of Glens Falls. He was also 
a member of the Ardsley Curling Club in 
Irvington for many years, serving on its 
board as director, treasurer, president, and 
editor of the Club’s newsletter, Duck Soup.

He enjoyed curling, sailing, reading, ski-
ing, oysters, back rubs, singing, waterski-
ing, and spending time with family at West 
Gilgo Beach, Lake George, and Chau-
mont, NY.
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Obituaries



by Kevin Brown

The Sleepy Hollow Football Club fin-
ished its spring season and third full year 
of soccer in June with tremendous success 
on the field with three teams winning their 
division championships. 

The U10 girls Blaze, coached by John 
Sutherland, Howard Allen, and Chris 
Junge, won the second division after win-
ning the third division in the fall. The 
U13 boys Argentina squad, coached by 
Luis Lewis, Michael Lund, and Bill Julian, 
dominated Division 6 with a perfect 9-0-0 
record, scoring 48 goals and only allowing 
five. 

Coach Scott Burnett, Pepe Monteforte, 
and Dan Black led their U13 boys River 
Titans team to a perfect 10-0-0 record and 
clinched the title beating second place Har-
rison 6-0 in the final game. 

 These three championships were on 
top of seven championships earned by the 
Sleepy Hollow Football club in the fall. 
Also, the Junior Varsity boys Tornados fin-
ished their seven-year run as a Club Team 
and are well prepped by coach Gary Fair-
ley and Herbert Weltig for Horseman high 
school soccer success. 
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Ceremony 
Planned to 
Honor WWII Vets

A ceremony honoring the 44 for-
mer North Tarrytown High School 
students who gave their lives for their 
country during World War II will be 
held Sunday, September 10 at 2 p.m.

Organized by Chick Galella and the 
Alumni Association of North Tarry-
town High School, the featured speak-
er at the event, which will be held at 
Winfield L. Morse School, will be for-
mer Marine Captain Greg Lobato.

Great Promise 
for Soccer’s  
Future in SH

Astorino Vetoes Westchester Legislature’s Immigration  
Protection Act
by Barrett Seaman  

As expected, Westchester County Execu-
tive Rob Astorino vetoed the Immigration 
Protection Act that passed the County’s 
Board of Legislators by a 10-5 vote on Au-
gust 7. 

Though the bill, based on similar mea-
sures passed by governments in Irvington 
and other Westchester villages earlier this 
year, was written to avoid labeling the 
county as a “sanctuary,” County Attorney 
Robert Meehan determined that it would 

make Westchester a “Sanctuary 
County,” as defined by the U.S. 
Department of Justice and thus 
put in jeopardy nearly $13 mil-
lion in federal aid.

Astorino said the act “en-
dangers public safety, violates 
federal law, infringes upon 
long-established principles of 
law enforcement cooperation 
and jeopardizes millions in fed-
eral safety grants.” He said he is 
working on an Executive Or-

der he says will assuage the fears of many 
undocumented workers that they will be 
deported if they cooperate with police or 
seek medical attention.

Twelve votes are needed to override the 
County Executive’s veto, but knowledge-
able observers of county politics say it is 
highly unlikely Democrats will be able to 
turn the two additional votes needed to 
achieve that. A vote to override will not 
happen until September 25.



Saturday 23

Halloween Mini Golf: Once again the Warner 
Library, 121 N. Broadway, Tarrytown, will be 
transformed into the spookiest links on the 
Hudson River from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Get your 
tickets today. $10 for adults and $5 for children. 
Call 631-7734 or go to www.warnerlibrary.org.

arMonk art SHow: The 56th Annual Armonk 
Outdoor Art Show will be held on Sept. 23 and 
24 from 10: a.m. to 5 p.m., rain or shine, at 
205 Business Park Drive. It is a fine art & crafts 
festival of 185 juried artists. Call 629-7529 or 
visit www.armonkoutdoorartshow.org. 

teatown ProGraMS: Two programs will be held 
at the site today. The adult program, Stewardship 
Restoration Day, will be held from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Admission is free. Teatown’s Wildflower 
Woods is an ongoing restoration project which 
demonstrates the biodiversity and health of our 
forest. Become a steward of the land by helping 
us remove invasive plants, plant natives and learn 
how you can better steward your own property. 
Long pants and sturdy boots are recommended. 
No experience necessary and Teatown will 
provide gloves, tools, and instruction. Water and 
a snack will be provided. The family program 
Monarch Madness will be held from 11 a.m. to 
noon. The fall migration of monarch butter-
flies is a wonder of the natural world. We will 
investigate the fields around Teatown in search 
of migrating monarchs, and create a butterfly to 
take home. Unless otherwise noted, all programs 
meet in the Nature Center and are free for 
members or $7 per person. VISA, MasterCard, 
American Express, Discover, cash or check are 
accepted. Online registration is available through 
Eventbrite until noon the day before a program. 
You may also register any time by calling 762-
2912 Ext. 110. Open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday 24

GardeninG witH nick at lyndHurSt: From 2 
to 5 p.m. Nick Storrs will offer five hands-on 
horticultural workshops for adults focused cul-
tivating heirloom vegetable and garden varieties 
that would have grown on the estate during 
Lyndhurst’s heyday. Individual workshops are 
$20. Call 631-4481 or visit www.lyndhurst.org.

SoundS in MrS. Gould’S Salon at lyndHurSt: 
Music will be performed from the Copland 
House at 4 p.m. A vibrant musical program 
from the early 20th Century will be performed 
by the internationally acclaimed Copland House 
ensemble and a free reception will follow. Call 
631-4481 or visit www.lyndhurst.org.

Wednesday 27 

nyack center Movie: 3 Generations, starring 
Naomi Watts, Elle Fanning and Susan Sarandon 
directed by Gaby Dellal, will be screened at 8 
p.m. at the Nyack Center, 58 Depew Ave. The 
film is rated PG-13. Info: 845-358-2600

Thursday 28

SucceSS SuMMit: The Westchester-Putnam 
Workforce Development Board, will host the 
third annual Connections for Success Summit at 
the Doubletree by Hilton Hotel in Tarrytown, 
(455 S. Broadway from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Those wishing to exhibit at the event may con-
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Wednesday 6

firSt wedneSday art workSHoP: It will be 
held from 4 to 6 p.m. at Temple Beth Abraham 
25 Leroy Ave. Tarrytown. No admission charge; 
just drop in. To register, please e-mail instructor 
Laurie Forman at TBAArtWorkshop@tba-ny.
org, or call the temple office at 631-1770.

wedneSday MovieS: Wednesday Movies will be 
presented throughout September at 2 p.m. at the 
Warner Library, 121 N Broadway, Tarrytown. 
This month’s schedule is Sept. 6: Going in Style, 
Sept. 13: My Cousin Rachel, Sept. The Big Sick, 
Sept. 27 The Meddler. Call 631-7734 or visit 
http://www.warnerlibrary.org.

Friday 8

fall Bazaar: The Immaculate Conception 
Church’s annual Fall Bazaar will be held on the 
weekends of Sept. 8 through 10 and Sept. 15 
through 17. Operating hours are Fridays from 5 
to 10 p.m. and Saturdays and Sundays from 11 
a.m. to 10 p.m. The church is located at 199 N. 
Broadway, Sleepy Hollow. Info: 631-0446.

HudSon BellS cHoral concert: The Hudson 
Bells will perform at 2:30 p.m. in the communi-
ty room at the Warner Library, 121 N Broadway, 
Tarrytown. The group will present a tribute to 
Irving Berlin. Call 631-7334.

woMen’S circle: It will be held at 5:45 p.m. 
(ending in time for the 7:30 p.m. Shabbat Ser-
vice) at Temple Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy Ave., 
Tarrytown. Celebrate, study and explore Jewish 
Women’s issues and history. You do not have to 
read or prepare anything in advance. Members 
and guests are welcome at this free program. 
Please e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org for more infor-
mation or visit http://www.warnerlibrary.org.

drive-in Movie: The 1939 classic The Wizard of 
Oz will be screened at 7:40 p.m. at the Artopee 
Way Drive-In. The program is being sponsored 
by the Wright Bros. Realty. Info: Artopee Drive-
In Facebook page.

Saturday 9

teatown MuSHrooMS and funGi: The adult 
program will be held from 10 to 11 a.m. Join 
Leon Shernoff, respected mycologist and the edi-
tor of Mushroom, The Journal of Wild Mushroom-
ing, as he shares his expertise on the role fungi 
play in our ecosystem and the fundamentals of 
mycology. After a short indoor presentation, 
he’ll lead a walk to locate and identify wild 
mushrooms. Pre-registration is required for all 
Teatown programs. Unless otherwise noted, all 
programs meet in the Nature Center and are free 
for members or $7 per person. VISA, Master-
Card, American Express, Discover, cash or check 
are accepted. Online registration is available 
through Eventbrite until noon the day before 
a program. You may also register any time by 
calling 762-2912 Ext. 110. Open daily from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

BinGo niGHt: The Sleepy Hollow Fire Depart-
ment sponsors bingo nights every second and 
fourth Saturday of the month at 55 Elm St., 
Sleepy Hollow. Doors open at 5 p.m.; games 
start at 7 p.m. You must be 18 or older to play.  

Tuesday 12 

everyday reMedieS: Everyday Remedies: Ho-
meopathic Medicine will be held at 3 p.m. at the 
Warner Library, 121 N Broadway, Tarrytown. 
Learn about natural remedies from plants, ani-
mals, and minerals to stimulate and strengthen 
the body’s own healing response. Call 631-7734 
to sign up.

free HealinG: Free healing mediation will be of-
fered on Sept. 12 from 7 to 8 p.m. and on Sept. 
18 from 10 to 11 a.m. at the United Methodist 
Church of the Tarrytowns, 27 S. Washington St., 
Tarrytown. No reservations are required. Call 
212-831-9812 or e-mail: diana@dianamuen-
zchen.com. 

 Thursday 14

Seed liBrary: An introduction to seed saving 
workshop will be held at 7 p.m. at the Warner 
Library, 121 N Broadway, Tarrytown. Call 631-
7734 or visit http://www.warnerlibrary.org.

Friday 15

MiGratinG raPtorS at teatown: The free pro-
gram for all will be held at 9 a.m. Join Teatown 
board member and #1 birder Charlie Roberto 
in a hike up Teatown Hill in search of migrating 
raptors. Info: 762-2912 Ext. 110.

attic Sale: The annual Attic Sale will be held 
on Sept. 15 from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sept. 
16 from 10 to 3 p.m. at the Irvington Presby-
terian Church, 25 N. Broadway. Among the 
items available will include toys, books, jewelry, 
clothes, and furniture. Info: 693-4276 or www.
inspeyerdservices.com.

Book cluB: It will be held at 10 a.m. at Temple 
Beth Abraham, 25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. The 
discussion will be about All the Rivers by Dorit 
Rabinyan. Light refreshments will be served and 
the suggested donation is $2. RSVP: 631-1770 
or adulted@tba-ny.org.

craftS at lyndHurSt: The show is scheduled for 
Sept. 15-17, rain or shine. The craft show is the 
best place to find one-of-a-kind contemporary 

art objects by over 300 artists. Weekend pass: 
$12; seniors $11; kids 6-16 $4, and under 6 free. 
Call 631-4481 or visit www.lyndhurst.org.

GreenBurGH liBrary annual Book Sale: It will 
begin with a preview night for library mem-
bers only (the public can join at the door) will 
begin on Sept. 15 from 3 to 7 p.m. The sale will 
continue on Sept. 16 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; on 
Sept. 17 from 1 to 4:30 p.m. and on Sept. 18 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Info: 574-6582 or www.
friendsofthegreenburghlibrary.org.. 

Saturday 16 

teMPle BetH aM Holiday ServiceS: They are 
open to the community at 25 Leroy Ave., Tar-
rytown and tickets are not required. For security 
purposes, everyone entering our Temple during 
the High Holydays will be required to show 
proper ID and/or have a guest pass issued by our 
office. Better yet, contact our office in advance 
at 631-1770 for a temple-issued nametag so 
that we can greet and welcome you by name. 
Selichot service and program, Sept. 16 at 7 p.m. 
Rosh Hashanah: Sept. 21. Family service: 3 p.m., 
Tashlich at 4 p.m. Sept. 22, conservative morn-
ing service at 9 a.m.: Sept. 22: reform morning 
service at 10 a.m. Yom Kippur: Sept. 30, Family 
Service 2 p.m. Sept. 30: reform afternoon Yizkor 
(memorial) and Neilah (concluding) services 
at approximately 3:14. Sept. 30, conservative 
Neilah (concluding) service at 4:45 p.m.

Sunday 17

HawkS on HiGH at teatown: The program, 
intended for those eight and older, will be held 
at 11 a.m. Though the program is free, there is 
a $5 parking fee. It’s migration time and hawks 
will be soaring overhead as they make their way 
south. Join a Teatown educator at the Kathryn 
W. Davis RiverWalk Center at Kingsland Point 
Park in Sleepy Hollow to meet a few of Teatown’s 
ambassador hawks, then walk to the river to look 
for migrating raptors. Call 762-2912 Ext. 110.

Monday 18

dive into dance: Rebeca Tomas will present 

a Flamenco children’s workshop with a lecture 
demonstration with audience participation at 
6:30 p.m. at the Warner Library, 121 N Broad-
way, Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit http://
www.warnerlibrary.org. It is an Arts Alive grant 
funded program. 

Tuesday 19

educational SerieS event: The Greater Sleepy 
Hollow/Tarrytown Chamber of Commerce 
Educational Series Event-- Discover Leadership 
Potential will be held at 8:30 a.m.at the Warner 
Library, 121 N Broadway, Tarrytown. Call 631-
7734 or visit http://www.warnerlibrary.org.  

Thursday 21

cHildren’S ServiceS: A series of children’s 
services will be held in September at Chabad 
of the Rivertowns,303 Broadway, Dobbs Ferry. 
Rosh Hashanah services for children will be held 
on Sept. 21 and 22 at 10:30 a.m. A Yom Kippur 
service for youths will be held on Sept. 30 at 
10:30 a.m. No membership is required for the 
free services. September 30 at 10:30. RSVP www.
chabadrt.org

revolutionary war Hero: Thaddeus Kosciusz-
ko Revolutionary War Hero will be presented at 
7 p.m. at the Warner Library, 121 N Broadway, 
Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit http://www.
warnerlibrary.org.  

Book cluB MeetinG: The Thursday Evening 
Book Club will meet at 7:30 p.m. at the Irving-
ton Public Library, 12 Astor St., to discuss The 
Summer Before the War by Helen Simonson. Call 
591-7840.

Friday 22

SyMPoSiuM on aGinG: Join MaryLou Walker 
for a Conversation on Aging and a discussion on 
how to overcome the limitations that aging can 
cause to our spirits, ego and sense of self from 2 
to 4 p.m. at the Warner Library, 121 N Broad-
way, Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit http://
www.warnerlibrary.org.  

 
 

What’s Happening Check out the complete directory for September at www.thehudsonindependent.com

SENIORS

Senior BenefitS inforMation center 
(SBic):  Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
a trained counselor from SBIC is on hand at 
the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Sign up at 
the Reference Desk or call 631-7734. To ask 
questions outside regular counseling hours 
call 231-3260.
Senior van: Beginning at 9 a.m. Monday 
through Friday, a van is available for seniors 
who need transportation. Call the Tarrytown 
Village Hall at 631-7873 or the Sleepy Hol-
low Recreation Dept. at 366-5109.
Hot luncH: Plus other activities Monday 
to Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Neighborhood 
House in Tarrytown. Suggested contribution 
$3. Call 330-3855.

THE NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

43 Wildey St., Tarrytown, 631-0205
GreenBurGH nutrition ProGraM: See Hot 
Lunch on left.
coMPuter claSS: 11a.m. Tuesdays (please 
call).
yoGa on tHe cHair: 11:15 a.m. Wednesdays 
and Fridays.
tai cHi: 11 a.m. Thursdays.
Senior canteen: informal social group,  
1 p.m. Thursdays.
MovieS: 1 p.m. Fridays.
MaH JonGG: 1 p.m. Fridays
BridGe and card cluB: 1 p.m. Fridays.

TARRYTOWN SENIOR CENTER

Pierson Park, 631-2304. Annual donation 
is $15.
exerciSe: 10 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays.
nickel BinGo: 12:30 p.m. Mondays
Book cluB: Mondays 3 to 5 p.m.
onGoinG 
it takeS a villaGe 10591: Seniors meet 
every second Tuesday from 1 to 2:30 p.m. 
at The Reformed Church of the Tarrytowns, 
42 N. Broadway. The program includes a 
speaker, conversation, and refreshments. Call 
914-222-5116 or visit www.itav10591.org.



Saturday 23

Halloween Mini Golf: Once again the Warner 
Library, 121 N. Broadway, Tarrytown, will be 
transformed into the spookiest links on the 
Hudson River from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Get your 
tickets today. $10 for adults and $5 for children. 
Call 631-7734 or go to www.warnerlibrary.org.

arMonk art SHow: The 56th Annual Armonk 
Outdoor Art Show will be held on Sept. 23 and 
24 from 10: a.m. to 5 p.m., rain or shine, at 
205 Business Park Drive. It is a fine art & crafts 
festival of 185 juried artists. Call 629-7529 or 
visit www.armonkoutdoorartshow.org. 

teatown ProGraMS: Two programs will be held 
at the site today. The adult program, Stewardship 
Restoration Day, will be held from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Admission is free. Teatown’s Wildflower 
Woods is an ongoing restoration project which 
demonstrates the biodiversity and health of our 
forest. Become a steward of the land by helping 
us remove invasive plants, plant natives and learn 
how you can better steward your own property. 
Long pants and sturdy boots are recommended. 
No experience necessary and Teatown will 
provide gloves, tools, and instruction. Water and 
a snack will be provided. The family program 
Monarch Madness will be held from 11 a.m. to 
noon. The fall migration of monarch butter-
flies is a wonder of the natural world. We will 
investigate the fields around Teatown in search 
of migrating monarchs, and create a butterfly to 
take home. Unless otherwise noted, all programs 
meet in the Nature Center and are free for 
members or $7 per person. VISA, MasterCard, 
American Express, Discover, cash or check are 
accepted. Online registration is available through 
Eventbrite until noon the day before a program. 
You may also register any time by calling 762-
2912 Ext. 110. Open daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday 24

GardeninG witH nick at lyndHurSt: From 2 
to 5 p.m. Nick Storrs will offer five hands-on 
horticultural workshops for adults focused cul-
tivating heirloom vegetable and garden varieties 
that would have grown on the estate during 
Lyndhurst’s heyday. Individual workshops are 
$20. Call 631-4481 or visit www.lyndhurst.org.

SoundS in MrS. Gould’S Salon at lyndHurSt: 
Music will be performed from the Copland 
House at 4 p.m. A vibrant musical program 
from the early 20th Century will be performed 
by the internationally acclaimed Copland House 
ensemble and a free reception will follow. Call 
631-4481 or visit www.lyndhurst.org.

Wednesday 27 

nyack center Movie: 3 Generations, starring 
Naomi Watts, Elle Fanning and Susan Sarandon 
directed by Gaby Dellal, will be screened at 8 
p.m. at the Nyack Center, 58 Depew Ave. The 
film is rated PG-13. Info: 845-358-2600

Thursday 28

SucceSS SuMMit: The Westchester-Putnam 
Workforce Development Board, will host the 
third annual Connections for Success Summit at 
the Doubletree by Hilton Hotel in Tarrytown, 
(455 S. Broadway from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Those wishing to exhibit at the event may con-

tact Ali Tarchoun at att1@westchestergov.com . 
Registration ranges from $50 to $250 based on 
the size of the business represented. Click http://
bit.ly/CFS-2017 to register for the Summit or 
visit www.westchesterputnamonestop.com. 

autHor viSit: Meet Mark Siegel, creator of 5 
Worlds at the Warner Library, 121 N. Broad-
way, Tarrytown at 7 p.m. He will provide a rare 
glimpse into the making of 5 Worlds, Volume 1 – 
The Sand Warrier, which is sure to delight readers 
of all ages as well as young artists and writers. For 
families of all ages. Call 631-7734 or visit http://
www.warnerlibrary.org.  

teatown adult ProGraM: The Spirit of Stone: 
Stonescaping Ideas for Your Garden will be held 
at 7 p.m. Award-winning landscape designer 
and author Jan Johnsen showcases how you can 
use stone, this most ancient of materials, to add 
dimension to your garden. Stone is often an 
overlooked player in the landscape, but now that 
is starting to change. Pre-registration is required 
for all Teatown programs. Unless otherwise 
noted, all programs meet in the Nature Center 
and are free for members or $7 per person. 
VISA, MasterCard, American Express, Discover, 
cash or check are accepted. Online registration is 
available through Eventbrite until noon the day 
before a program. You may also register any time 
by calling 762-2912 Ext. 110. Open daily from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday 30

literacy volunteerS: Literacy Volunteers of the 
Tarrytowns, will hold tutor training workshops 
at the Warner Library, 121 N. Broadway, Tarry-
town, from 9 a.m. to noon on Sundays, Sept. 30, 
Oct. 7, 21 and 28 and Nov. 4 and 11. Sign up 
at 914-488-4250 or on line at www.lvtarrytown.
org.

Ongoing

free tai cHi: Drop-in Sundays from 9:30 a.m. 
– 10:30 a.m., Mondays from 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 
a.m. & Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. at 
Shames JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call 
366-7898 or visit www.ShamesJCC.org.

Jazz foruM cluB: Shows Fridays and Saturdays 
at 7 p.m. & 9 p.m., Sundays at 4 p.m. & 6 p.m. 
at One Dixon Lane in Tarrytown. Call 631-1000 
or visit http://jazzforumarts.org/.

Pirate QueSt: On Saturdays and Sundays from 
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. children ages 5-8 hunt 
through the grounds to load precious cargo onto 
their digital pirate ships at Philipsburg Manor 
in Sleepy Hollow. Call 366-6900 or visit www.
hudsonvalley.org.

“defyinG laBelS: New Role, New Clothes: 
Through Sept. 24 fashion exhibition at Lynd-
hurst in Tarrytown. Call 631-4481 or visit www.
lyndhurst.org.

‘droP your PantS’ deniM recyclinG initia-
tive: Bring your worn denim clothes to the 
Tarrytown Music Hall lobby collection box for 
recycling into insulation and keep textile waste 
out of landfills. Visit http://bluejeansgogreen.org.

weStcHeSter Broadway tHeatre: Annie on 
stage through Sept. 10 in Elmsford. Dinner at 
6:15 p.m. & show at 8 p.m. Call 592-2222 or 
visit www.broadwaytheatre.com.

Guided kayak tourS: Weekends from 9 a.m. 
– noon, 1– 4 p.m. & 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. at King-
sland Point Park, Sleepy Hollow. Call 682-5135 
or visit www.KayakHudson.com .

kayakinG: Rent a kayak between noon and 5 
p.m. on the Tarrytown Lakes Saturdays and Sun-
days. Call 682-5135 or visit www.KayakHudson.
com.

wine and Jazz wedneSdayS: From 6 – 8 p.m. 
featuring bassist John Lang at La Chinita Pob-
lana in Irvington. Visit www.chinitapoblanany.
com.

lyndHurSt BowlinG Pavilion tourS: The 
one-hour tours will be held on Saturdays and 
Sundays at 1:30 p.m. Call 631-4481 or visit 
www.lyndhurst.org.

free lyndHurSt tourS: Through September 
Tarrytown residents receive free Classic Tour 
admission on Thursdays and Fridays. Call 631-
4481 or visit www.lyndhurst.org.

tarrytown SleePy Hollow farMerS Market: 
Open 8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m. Saturdays through 
Nov. 18 in Patriot’s Park. E-mail TaSHFarmers-
Market@gmail.com or visit www.TaSHFarmers-
Market.org.

oSSininG farMerS’ Market: Open Saturdays 
from 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. through Dec. 17 at 
Spring & Main Sts. Call 923-4837 or visit www.
downtoearthmarkets.com.

irvinGton farMerS Market: Open Sundays 
from 9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at Main St. School. 
Visit www.irvmkt.org.

Stone BarnS’ center for food and aGricul-
ture in Pocantico HillS: Open Wed. – Sun. 
from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. Produce, meat and eggs 
available in Farm Store. Call 366-6200 or visit 
www.stonebarnscenter.org.

irvinGton runninG MeetuP: Group meets 
multiple times per week to keep fit, keep in 
touch and have fun. Beginning runners always 
welcome. Visit www.meetup.com/Irvington-
running-Meetup/.

MaH JonGG: Mondays at 1 p.m. at Temple 
Beth Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 
or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org to ensure there 
are enough players for a game.

Men’S cluB: Meets every Wednesday at 9:45 
a.m. at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. 
Meetings have varied speakers and are open 
to the public free of charge. Call 366-7898 or 
visit www.ShamesJCC.org.

cHeSS cluB: The Warner Library Chess Club 
meets on the second, third and fourth Thurs-
day of the month from 6:30 to 8:45 p.m. 

Call 631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

HealtHy life SerieS: Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center in Sleepy Hollow offers the community 
a wide range of programs on health-related 
subjects as well as health screenings and support 
groups. Visit www.phelpshospital.org.

filMS for cHildren: Weekends at noon at the 
Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville. Call 
747-5555 or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

cHildren’S ProGraMS at tHe liBrarieS: Stories, 
rhymes, crafts and songs for children of various 
ages at Tarrytown’s Warner Library and Irvington 
Public Library. For Warner, call 631-7734 or 
visit www.warnerlibrary.org. For Irvington, call 
591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

toraH Study: Torah Study is held on Wednes-
days from 10 to 11 a.m. at Temple Beth 
Abraham 25 Leroy Ave., Tarrytown. No class will 
be held on Sept. 20 (Rosh Hashanah). Classes 
are also conducted on Saturdays at 9 a.m. for a 
discussion of this week’s Torah reading during 
conservative services. Info: 631-1770.

teacHinG trailS: Weekend Walks for all ages 
are being held at the Greenburgh Nature Center 
on every Saturday in September and on Sundays 
Sept. 3, 10 and 24. Join us on our community 
path for environmental education, generously 
supported by Con Edison. This is a guided trail 
experience through our woodland forest. Our 
specially-trained “Trail Ninja” volunteers provide 
information on trees, plants, wildlife, and sea-
sonal changes. The free program runs approxi-
mately 45 minutes. The Nature Center is located 
at 99 Dromore Rd., off Central Park Avenue, in 
Scarsdale. Parking is free and accessible parking is 
available. Grounds are open from dawn to dusk 
daily. Indoor exhibits are open 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. weekdays and from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on 
weekendsy.10 -4:30 on weekends. Indoor exhib-
its are closed Fridays. For more information, visit 
our website at www.greenburghnaturecenter.org 
or call 914.723.3470. You can also follow GNC 
on Facebook and Instagram.
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To the Editor:

Re: “A Piece of Tarrytown History Ap-
pears Doomed,” published August 3, 2017 
in The Hudson Independent 

What a wonderful job Elaine Marranzano 
did capturing the essence of life at Brace 
Cottage and Braceholme for posterity in 
her article in the August issue of The Hud-
son Independent. The article will be a perma-
nent testament to the vision of Dr. Brace, 
the daily work of the good Mr. Hutchinson, 
and the efforts of the highly skilled masons 
who proudly did their finest work to build 
the place to survive for centuries 

The beautifully written and evocative 
piece fully deserves to be kept in a suitably 
permanent and historic manner so I’ve de-
cided that in addition to keeping it in an 
ephemeral electronic format, I’m going 
to print a copy on heavy stock and put it 
under glass in a frame of heavy mahogany 
which I’ll cut from some very old boards 
from my boat workshop.  Then I’ll hang 

it on my plastered wall, and I’ll smile, and 
perhaps occasionally sigh, whenever I see 
it. It will be a reminder of a long and hard 
battle which I felt compelled to fight, even 
though the odds of winning were very slim 
from the outset. 

Ms. Marranzano did a wonderful job 
capturing the feeling of the place, the time, 
and the life of the people who lived there. 
I’m thankful that she reached out to Dr. 
Brace’s great-grandson R. Scott Brace for 
some charming historical details that only 
he could provide.

I hope the article will inspire your read-
ers and others in our community to recog-
nize our collective loss, and get involved to 
change our local laws to better protect our 
extraordinary historic heritage in the future. 

With warm regards,

Mark J. Fry 
Scarborough Manor

To the Editor:

As many of you may know, the Scenic 
Hudson RiverWalk has been transformed. 
Invasives are gone and thousands of new 
plants are in place. New sitting areas have 
emerged near the Overlook spiral and, in 
the northwest lawn -  amphitheater seat-
ing formed from relocated boulders. Cedar 
Hill Landscaping of Katonah, the contrac-
tors responsible for the large project, have 

done their work through heat, holidays 
and many questions from visitors along 
the way. Watering continues to be done by 
hand from a truck or from a Senior Center 
feed. Many plants are flowering but there 
is general overall dryness. A permanent so-
lution is still needed. Once the two-year 
maintenance period of the contract is over, 
it is unlikely that the Village will be able to 
maintain the manual watering schedule. 
Friends of the RiverWalk Tarrytown urge 

residents to let the Village Administration 
and Board of Trustees know that you care 
about the RiverWalk, appreciate the work 
done but would like to see the necessary in-
frastructure in place.

RiverWalk Tarrytown South has also been 
transformed. The bank east of the walk has 
been weed-whacked, cleared of dumped 
timber and the asphalt has been patched. 
Thanks to the DPW team who did the 
work and to Trustee Becky McGovern, and 

residents Linda Viertel and Karen Garibaldi 
for their persistent advocacy. Take a walk 
on the south side to appreciate what can be 
done when we work together.

Pat Jones
Co-Chair, Friends of the RiverWalk
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by Alexa BrandenbergInquiring Photographer

“How Do You Feel About the New Bridge Being Named  
for Mario Cuomo?”

Polly Holland
Tarrytown

“I like Mario Cuomo but I am not 
in favor of spending a lot of money 
to change all the signs. Tappan 
Zee is a good name.”

Nadya Kuzmenko
Tarrytown

“I wish it wouldn’t have been 
named after a particular politician 
but rather for the veterans of this 
country. Now I feel that the bridge 
is a political statement.”

Luc Most
Tarrytown

“I don’t agree with the name 
because people will always know 
the Tappan Zee Bridge but they 
won’t know what the Mario Cuomo 
Bridge is.”

Caleb Curry
Tarrytown

“I’m just going to call it “The New 
Tappan Zee Bridge.”

Ralph Miccio
Sleepy Hollow

“I don’t care one way or the other. 
I’ll always just call it the Tappan 
Zee Bridge.”

Article Captured Essence of Life at Brace Cottage

Permanent Solution Needed for RiverWalk Upkeep
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