
by Barrett Seaman  

The immediate catalyst was the 
Trump administration’s January 
27 executive order banning immi-
gration from seven predominantly 
Muslim countries. But the backlash 
that has since spread through the ri-
vertowns, Westchester County and 
indeed the nation has embraced a 
host of issues ranging from immi-
gration to the looming cut-off of 
funding for Planned Parenthood 
and other women’s issues, the nomi-
nation of Neil Gorsuch to the Su-
preme Court and the confirmation of various cabinet 
nominees, including Betsy DeVos as Education Sec-
retary. 

From marches in Tarrytown and Ossining to rallies 
in White Plains and petitions in Irvington, Trump’s 

by W.B. King 

More than a diner, El Dorado West 
served as a beloved touchstone for locals 
and travelers alike. For many Tarrytown 
residents, it was a second home where 

food, friends and family melded into a 
specialty dish of sorts. But this 16-year 
tradition ended in February when the line 
cook hit the bell for the last time and said: 
Order up!  

“Our customers are so upset,” said El 

Dorado West’s General Manager Soula 
Dimeas. “You buy a car maybe every three 
years, but people go to the diner some-
times five days per week to eat breakfast or 
lunch. We always had people coming from 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut—
it was a meeting place.”  

In May 2016, El Dorado West’s $35,000 
per month lease was not renewed. The 
property owners instead offered a month-
to-month lease, which management agreed 
to. With designs of expanding its existing 
operations, Tarrytown Honda approached 
the property owners and agreed to a 
$60,000 per month lease, said Dimeas.

“Honda wants to build a big building 
here. Our building is 8,500 square feet,” 
she said. “Initially, they wanted to build 

by Morey Storck

For the past 17 years, Sleepy Hollow 
Performing Artists (SHPA), with founder 
and Artistic Director Debralyn Press at the 
helm, has been one of the most creative and 
intellectual exponents of modern dance and 
classic ballet in the rivertowns region. And, 
as she strongly asserted, “Our overall pas-
sion is promoting individual self-esteem in 
mind and body through rigorous training in 
the performing arts, focused instruction in 
technique, and the tools necessary to grow 
as people and artists.”

Last year SHPA was extremely popular 
in Westchester-wide large venues, as well as 
in schools, senior and social outreach cen-
ters and outdoor festivals. It culminated in 
a very successful holiday evening of creative 
dance at the Irvington Town Hall Theatre in 
December. In spite of that, SHPA deemed 
it necessary to relocate. As Press explained, 
“Our rent obligations, mounting everyday 
expenses, and carrying out our core beliefs in 
helping needy students and families became 
too much of a financial burden. Frankly, 
even with the wonderful and beautiful sup-
port of our student body and their parents, 
it became very clear that without village 
and/or outside private financial help, Sleepy 
Hollow had become too expensive for us.

“We leave with tears, but, also, with new 
and great expectations. And with memories 
we will always cherish of our many support-
ers,” Press added. “In particular, we must 
single out Eileen Fisher and the Eileen Fish-
er Foundation. We will be forever grateful 
for her help, support and advice.”

Sleepy Hollow Performing Artists is now 
located at 157 Main Street, Ossining. Its 
next semester begins March 6, and regis-
tration is continuing. “The physical layout 
is ideal for us,” Press explained. “We have 
four individual studios to teach different 
disciplines at the same time, and little nooks 
for kids to do their homework or whatever, 
while they’re waiting to be called. And, very 
important, we have two bathrooms! Also, 
we are so fortunate to have our very talent-
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Sleepy Hollow 
Performing Artists 
Relocating to  
OssiningEl Dorado Diner in Tarrytown was a com-

munity staple for 16 years. 
—Photo by W.B. King

Sleepy Hollow Mayor Ken Wray (far right) 
was among the hundreds of local resi-
dents who marched from Sleepy Hollow 
to Tarrytown last month. 

—Photo by Krista Madsen

El Dorado Diner Closes to Make Room 
for Honda Service Center

Trump Policies Trigger Political 
Backlash in the Rivertowns
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by Barrett Seaman   

The phone rings and you answer, “Hel-
lo.” There’s no response, just silence; so you 
repeat “Hello.” 

You’re about to hang up when a friendly 
voice finally asks, “Can you hear me now?” 
Naturally, you say: “Yes”—and that’s all 
they need to get what they want. 

The caller may go on with a sales pitch for 
a cell phone company, or tell you that you 
are on a list of people with possible hearing 
issues, but it doesn’t matter: they had you 
at “Yes,” which they’ve recorded. With the 
sound of your voice and a credit 
card number they got through 
some legitimate purchase you 
made elsewhere, they can 
win approval for new 
charges to your card 
that will begin reap-
ing them a steady flow 
of cash — yours.

“’The Can You Hear 
Me Scam’ is new,” said 
Irvington resident Liz 
Loewy, General Coun- sel for 
the fraud protection service firm EverSafe 
and former prosecutor and chief of the El-
der Abuse Unit at the Manhattan District 
Attorney’s Office. “There is a lot of buzz 
about it.”

So much so that area police issued an 
alert in late January, warning residents to 
avoid falling for the scheme. “This alert was 
prompted by a series of cases in New Ro-
chelle,” said Irvington Police Chief Michael 
Cerone, “but it’s all over the area. They 
usually move into an area like this, make a 
bunch of robo-calls and move on.” 

Before they go, however, they are likely to 
have scored enough to make it worth their 
while. “We’ve had several heart-wrenching 
cases,” said Cerone. “Some lost thousands 
of dollars.”

There are other phone scams making 
the rounds. Tarrytown Police Lieutenant 
John Barbelet said his jurisdiction hasn’t 
heard much about the “Can you hear me 
now?” scheme but has had lots of reports 
of alleged sweepstake winners who are told 
they’ve won anywhere between $3 and $5 
million but have to pay federal taxes on it 
first. 

“We’ve had one very significant loss,” 
said Barbelet, “in the range of $200,000.”

Other scammers want you to sign up for 
an “Obamacare” policy, which should pro-
vide you with immediate evidence of fraud, 
since no real solicitation would refer to the 
A f f o r d a b l e Care Act as Obamacare.

Area residents have also 
been plagued recently 
by a rash of calls pur-
porting to be from the 
“U.S. Government 
Grants Department.” 
Beyond the fact that 

there is no such en-
tity, recipients of these 

calls should be tipped off 
by the caller’s thick south 

Asian accent. The message they 
bring is that, for vague reasons related to 
your clean tax record or credit rating, you 
have been selected to receive $9,200 (it al-
ways seems to be $9,200), BUT you must 
first provide them with a credit card num-
ber so that they can deduct a fee—or give 
them your bank account number so that 
they can deposit your “grant,” when in fact 
they plan to take money out.

According to EverSafe’s Loewy, one in 
five Americans over the age of 65 has been 
a victim of one kind or another of what 
she calls “Elderfraud.” Dementia patients 
are particularly vulnerable. Beyond these 
“phishing” expeditions designed to extract 
account IDs, seniors are subject to more 
direct attempts to pick their pockets. One 

such scenario involves a call saying that a 
grandchild is in some sort of trouble and 
needs money to get bailed out. Then there 
are home repair offers that require an ad-
vance deposit.

However creative the pitch, the tip-off 
that it’s fraud is the demand for money up 
front. The best protection is simple: don’t 
do it. As Barbelet advised, “If it seems too 
good to be true, it’s probably not (true).”

If you have cooperated with what in 
retrospect appears to have been a shady 
transaction, monitor your bank and credit 
card accounts to look for any unwarranted 

transactions. 
Eversafe provides its own proprietary 

software to help the families of elderly 
citizens protect them from fraud. The 
company’s founder, Howard Tischler, also 
recommends several other protective apps 
and services. Anyone using a mainstream 
phone service can link into NoMoRoBo, 
a screening mechanism that blocks auto-
mated “robo-calls.” Truelink, an invest-
ment firm catering to the elderly, offers a 
debit card that can “block, limit, or allow 
merchants or categories of spending,” thus 
screening out predatory scammers.
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New and Clever Phone Scams Sweep Through the Rivertowns

“The caller may go on with a sales pitch for a cell phone company, or 
tell you that you are on a list of people with possible hearing issues, but 

it doesn’t matter: they had you at “Yes,” which they’ve recorded.”

ed, professional teaching staff come with us 
to Ossining. Joining them are our excellent 
advanced student teachers, a very large con-
tingent of Sleepy Hollow students, and new 
sign-ups here in Ossining.”

The cutting-edge program remains, es-
sentially, the same. The one major exception 
is the addition of the new Hip-Hop Acad-
emy where every aspect of hip-hop will be 

explored. “It’s a new, young and fresh cul-
ture,” Press said. “We will explore the role 
of the DJ and the MC; the fashion and the 
art; Rap and how to make your own mu-
sic; and, of course, the ever-evolving creative 
steps and how to dance. Sports Jazz is excit-
ing. Boys want to dance and this is just the 
thing to bring them in.”

“C’mon up, everyone. Welcome!” Press 
added.

For more information, please visit: con-
tact@shpacenter.com or call: 914-909-5070.

Continued from page 1

SHPA Moves



a building that was 22,000 square feet. I 
don’t know where their deal is now, but as 
of February 28, we are no longer here.” 

Not on the Menu
For native Tarrytown resident Zach 

Moore, the diner will be fondly remem-
bered. El Dorado West, he said, was a “rite 
of passage” for him and his friends. 

“This is where my core group of friends, 
my non-blood brothers, would go every 
Sunday in high school. We sat in the big 
back booth ordered coffee, waffles fries 
with melted mozzarella and a big tub of 
fake gravy,” said Moore, who is a bartender 
at The Huddle in Sleepy Hollow. “There 
are lots of lasting memories in that place.”

Whereas other patrons might have or-
dered meatloaf on the regular menu, 
Moore’s fondness for meatloaf was ex-
pressed on the table-side juke box. “I would 
play ‘Bat out of Hell’ or The Bee Gees—
you know, just to annoy my friends,” he 
recalled with a sly smile. 

Sleepy Hollow resident Helen Carlson 
Del Vecchio said her family frequented the 
diner often enjoying breakfast and dinner 
offerings. Among her favorite meals were 
waffles with fresh cut strawberries and El 
Dorado’s chicken soup.

“Sometimes I would take my daughter 
there after her Sleepy Hollow High School 
theater performances. A bunch of stu-
dents, both actors and crew, met to cele-

brate the show they did,” said Del Vecchio. 
“The diner would open up the room to ac-
commodate the large group. We have no 
other late night, big group meeting place 
without reservations locally.”

Another Diner Down
The closing of El Dorado West comes 

on the heels of Sleepy Hollow’s Horsemen 
Diner shuttering its windows. For diner 
enthusiasts, Tarrytown’s Bellas Restaurant 
is the remaining diner option. And while 
loyal patrons can visit El Dorado East in 
Elmsford, Dimaes said there weren’t realis-
tic options to keep El Dorado West open 
less matching the new monthly rent or 
purchasing the property for an estimated 
$12 million. 

“If it wasn’t for them [Honda], they 
would have still rented to us,” she said. “A 
few years ago it was banks, banks, banks 
and now its car dealerships and more car 
dealerships—what can you do?”

Aside from El Dorado East, El Dorado 
operates diners in Scarsdale and Ossining. 
At the time of its closing, El Dorado West 
employed 36 people. “We offered every-
one a job. They might not get the same 
hours or the same amount of hours,” she 
said. “But no one is out in the streets be-
cause of this.”   

For Dimeas, who began her career in 
1973 as a waitress at El Dorado East, the 
closing of El Dorado West is dismaying. 
The employees and the community, she 
said, are her extended family. 

“People were coming in during the last 
week just to get one last meal and say 
goodbye,” she said. “I saw customers grow 
up and then come back with their kids. 
When I opened here, I brought with me 

two dishwashers who still work here to-
day. The employees, the customers—we all 
grew up together right here, but now it’s 
over.” 
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“The caller may go on with a sales pitch for a cell phone company, or 
tell you that you are on a list of people with possible hearing issues, but 

it doesn’t matter: they had you at “Yes,” which they’ve recorded.”

explored. “It’s a new, young and fresh cul-
ture,” Press said. “We will explore the role 
of the DJ and the MC; the fashion and the 
art; Rap and how to make your own mu-
sic; and, of course, the ever-evolving creative 
steps and how to dance. Sports Jazz is excit-
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by Rick Pezzullo

Sleepy Hollow Mayor 
Ken Wray will be running 
uncontested for a fifth two-
year term on March 21 on a 
slate with three incumbent 
trustees and an incumbent 
village justice, who also will 
face no opposition. Wray 
is at the head of the Unite 
Sleepy Hollow ticket that 
also includes trustees Glenn 
Rosenbloom, John Leavy and Denise Sca-
glione and Village Justice Andres Valdes-
pino. 

“Even though the UNITE team is run-
ning unopposed in the March election, 
people need to get out and vote. It’s essen-
tial that we make some noise and to show 
that we are a politically active community,” 
Wray said.

The Hudson Independent recently posed 
some questions to Wray on some key issues 
currently in Sleepy Hollow.

What are the main reasons you are seek-
ing reelection?

Sleepy Hollow is experiencing profound 
transformation and we are in the middle of 
some very exciting projects. I want to see 
these projects through to completion: Edge 
on Hudson; the development of the East 
Parcel and the Riverwalk; our water infra-

structure. But it’s not just the 
bricks and mortar that inter-
est me.  I want to make sure 
that Sleepy Hollow maintains 
its identity as a small Hudson 
River village and that all the 
benefits of living here accrue 
to everyone of our residents 
in every neighborhood and to 
our legacy businesses on and 
around Beekman Avenue.  

Compared to two years ago 
when at least a few trustees expressed dis-
pleasure with your leadership, what steps 
have been taken, other than those two 
trustees being ousted from office, to make 
the board a seemingly very cohesive unit 
with very little controversies in the village?

Replacing those trustees with John Leavy 
and Denise Scaglione, who have the best 
interests of the village at heart, speaks for 
itself.  Three trustees had issues with me and 
issues with a very dedicated trustee because 
of her party affiliation. I am willing to work 
with anyone, of any party affiliation, who 
will roll up their sleeves to make our village 
safer, cleaner, more just and more vibrant.            

The current board, in spite of the differ-
ent parties and our orientation on national 
issues, is a cohesive unit. We have good, 
substantive discussions, sometimes heated, 
about Sleepy Hollow’s needs because we all 
deeply care about the village and its future. 

This is  why I was so pleased that Denise 
and John, along with Glenn Rosenbloom, 
have all agreed to serve another two years.  

We’ve been told that the television ratings 
for our weekly board meetings aren’t as high 
as they used to be. I’m not sure how to ad-
dress that. 

What do you foresee as the most impor-
tant issues facing the village over the next 
two years?

The Edge-on-Hudson project continuing 
on schedule is the most important issue. 
Planning for the changes that this develop-
ment will bring is a key issue that the board 
is focused on. We have successfully lessened 
the tax burden on village homeowners and 
we need to continue those efforts. With the 
new revenue streams from Edge-on-Hud-
son, we are addressing  infrastructure needs 
as well as enhancing the lives of all village 
residents.

How close is some noticeable develop-
ment going to occur at the former GM 
site and is there anything in the wings the 
village plans to do in connection with the 
project?

The site is active, alive with trucks, cranes 
and other heavy equipment. The removal 
of the concrete slab is very noticeable from 
lower Beekman Avenue and nearly com-
plete. The delivery of needed fill by barge 
and truck is ongoing. By this summer foun-

dation work on the first buildings will be 
underway and, if everything stays on sched-
ule, the first 300 households will be moving 
in in 2018.

We are developing a RiverWalk and a 
Common on the East Parcel. The Local 
Development Corporation is about ready 
to release the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement for public comment. That docu-
ment is necessary before any significant con-
struction can be done. We held a series of 
open meetings this past summer and fall to 
discuss various visions for this public space. 
Engineering studies and planning maps are 
available on the village website.

I am so looking forward to the ribbon 
cutting ceremony when villagers and visi-
tors will be able to walk along the river.    

Are any traffic improvements being 
planned in anticipation of the develop-
ment?

Yes. We will be implementing turn lanes 
at certain intersections in Sleepy Hollow. 
Current plans call for a bridge between the 
East Parcel and Edge-on-Hudson. There 
will be bike and foot paths incorporated 
into the access for the East Parcel. Other 
measures are under discussion.

What is the Village Board leaning to-
wards on the East Parcel?

There will be a new DPW facility, that 
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by Barrett Seaman  

Fourteen years after Irvington last com-
piled a long-term Comprehensive Plan, 
village officials have launched a new one. 
They started in mid-February with a “trav-
eling road show” in which the leaders of five 
working groups worked a room of about 30 
residents seated at round tables in Village 
Hall in an effort to explain the parameters 
of the project and to recruit volunteers.

Moving from table to table in 10-minute 
time slots, five teams consisting of a trust-
ee and a volunteer member of one of the 
village regulatory bodies sought to inspire 
fresh thinking on issues ranging from what 
sort of development should be encouraged 
along the Broadway corridor to where to 
move the DPW garage, to how to attract 
the right kind of businesses to Main Street. 
One participant likened the exercise to 
“speed dating.”

Indeed, the intention is to move the pro-
cess forward at a pretty fair clip. Where the 
2003 Comprehensive Plan took 18 months 
to complete, Irvington hopes to complete 
its update in half that time, before the end 
of 2017.

Both Mayor Brian Smith and the project’s 
consultant, David Smith of the firm Plan-
ning & Development Advisors, stressed 
that “no decisions have been made. This is 
an opportunity for the community to think 
about where it wants to go and how to get 
there.”

To provide a structure for the project, 
there will be five working groups: 

Downtown:
includes revitalizing the business district; 
re-thinking lower Main Street and its rela-
tion to the Bridge Street area; whether to 
re-site the Department of Public Works ga-
rage and what to put in its place; whether 
to permit fast food franchises, like Star-
bucks (heretofore banned), in the village.

Code Modernization:
includes updating multi-family housing 
zoning; re-visiting environmental restric-
tions on steep slopes, wetlands, etc.; wheth-
er to permit multi-story parking structures 
that have been banned since 2003.

Historic Irvington:
includes protecting local landmarks; en-
couraging adaptive re-use of significant 
structures; adjusting code restrictions to 
strike a balance between protecting the 
character of the village and making rules 
too onerous to live with.

Broadway Corridor:
includes how to adjust zoning so as to en-
courage desirable development, especially 
of the large remaining blocks of land that 
are concentrated along both the northern 
and southern gateways into the village.

Sustainability:
includes plans for using solar, geothermal 
and other alternative energy sources, pro-
tection against the effects of climate change.

In describing these groups, team lead-
ers acknowledged that some issues fall into 
more than one category. The question of 
whether to allow a parking structure per-
tains both to the Downtown group and to 
the Historic Irvington group. 

It is also recognized that several key is-
sues require involvement of players be-
yond the purview of the village. Any plan 
to reconfigure traffic along Broadway, for 
example, would have to involve New York 
State, since Route 9 is a state road. Steps to 
protect against storm surges on the Hud-
son River would necessitate working with 
Metro North Railroad, the state and pos-
sibly the Army Corps of Engineers.

At the end of the February 15 session, 
participants were encouraged to sign onto 
one or another of the working groups and 
to plan for an ambitious timetable. The 
Village hopes to assign people to a work-
ing group in early March. Working on their 
own schedules from there, the groups are 
expected to come up with recommenda-
tions by mid-April. From then into early 
summer, the group leaders will sort through 
it all, collating and prioritizing.

In mid-September, if all goes according to 
plan, the village will hold a State Environ-
mental Quality Review (SEQR), required 
by state law, of all recommendations and 
wrap up the process in November.

How much of what makes it into the plan 
comes to fruition remains to be seen—years 
from now.  A review of the 2003 plan shows 
success on a number of goals but not all. 
That Comprehensive Plan focused heav-
ily on controlling land use and preserving 
open space, and many of the protections, 
like zoning to encourage cluster housing, 
were eventually codified. The 2003 goal of 
creating an Historic District has been large-
ly met, but the tough business of determin-
ing what is a historic building “guideline” 
and what is a requirement will still be on 
the 2017 to-do list. Another unmet ambi-
tion was the creation of a footbridge across 
the Metro North tracks that would make it 
easier to get to the Senior Center and Scenic 
Hudson Park. 

Irvington Launches a New 
Comprehensive Plan for Village

Continued on page 9
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by Robert Kimmel

At a recent meeting described as a “River-
town Gathering for Future Social Action,” 
community leaders spoke out in opposition 
to a range of Trump administration policies 
and particularly those dealing with immi-
gration.

Th ose policies came under fi re from Con-
gresswoman Nita Lowey who highlighted 
the session, held at a private Tarrytown 
residence. She described what she and her 
Democratic colleagues in Washington were 
doing to counter recently introduced leg-
islation dealing with immigration, the Af-
fordable Care Act, education, labor, foreign 
aid, and pro-choice, among other issues. 

Lowey thanked the approximately 70 at-
tendees for their activism, and described 
as “extraordinary... the local and national 
protest marches, and those that have taken 
place all over the world.” Th e congress-
woman noted that the Democratic legis-
lators were “speaking out and fi ghting” in 
regard to both pursuing certain legislation 
and halting other bills, but that “...given 
the numbers we don’t know how much leg-
islation we’ll be able to win.”

Lowey spoke of the value of, “Getting 
the message out locally, nationally and in-
ternationally,...that we are  fi ghting back, 
and speaking out. It is important that we 
send a message,” she said of both her fellow 
members of Congress and activists. She also 
stressed the need for getting more people 
involved and registered to vote.  

by Robert Kimmel  

When Mike Blau departs from his po-
sition as Tarrytown’s Administrator next 
month, he’ll have completed two tours of 
duty totaling more than 17 years in that 
job. He’ll leave behind a solid record.                                                                         

“He worked remarkably well with all of 
Tarrytown’s various constituencies, plus he 
was a tireless advocate and relentless cheer-
leader for the village,” Mayor Drew Fixell 
said. “Mike is an extraordinarily talented, 
calm and insightful person, who possesses 
a depth and breadth of knowledge and ex-
perience that one rarely fi nds in any fi eld.” 

Blau fi rst served as administrator in Tar-
rytown from 1987 to 1995, and after vil-
lage manager posts in Mamaroneck and 
Briarcliff  Manor, he returned to Tarrytown 
in 2008. He had praise for the village. 

“I have always found that the elected of-
fi cials, the staff , the residents, are not afraid 
of change and progress, provided that they 
believe it is positive for the community,” 
Blau said.  

Asked what he saw as an accomplishment 
in Tarrytown, he noted the waterfront, re-
ferring to “the RiverWalk, the renovation 
of Pierson Park and restoration of Andre 
Brook. I’m also pleased to have taken part 
in the development of the Hudson Harbor 
project because it has made a huge diff er-
ence in the village.”  

Blau commented that, “I have only seen 

the community become better over the 
years, because the people here have a vision 
for the future. Th e village has taken on two 
diffi  cult actions, as one of the fi rst to create 
historic districts, one of the fi rst to create 
tree preservation laws. So the elected offi  -
cials I have worked with over the years have 
never been afraid to take on diffi  cult issues.”  

As for diffi  cult aspects of the job, Blau 
mentioned, “Attempting to make as many 
people happy as possible. Never easy.” He 
cited as an example, “Controlling taxes. I 
have had to recommend layoff s and such 
to the Village Board in order to control 
taxes, and that is never a pleasant thing to 
do. Residents are pleased that their taxes are 
being controlled, but someone may have to 
lose a job.”

He also targeted speeding and parking 
problems as other thorny issues he has en-
countered in all three villages where he’s 
worked. “People are always claiming cars 
are speeding on their roadways, and where 
are the police? Unfortunately, the police 
can’t be everywhere because we don’t have 

that many police. We don’t have the staff -
ing levels to address all of the issues that are 
out there that people want to be addressed. 
We certainly attempt to the greatest extent 
possible,  but you just can’t make everybody 
happy,” Blau remarked.    

Blau said he “enjoys all the people in Tar-
rytown, and the projects we’ve been work-
ing on. I have a great management team 
and employees, and I have very supportive 
elected offi  cials. Putting it all together has 
made the job here enjoyable. A challenge at 
times, but I like a challenge.” Noting that 
he has spent half of his professional career 
in Tarrytown, Blau said, “I would like to 
thank everybody in Tarrytown for the op-
portunity provided to me back in 1987, 
when I fi rst came here and again in 2008. It 
has been a great place to work.” 

Fixell described Blau’s service by noting 
that, “It’s impossible to count how many 
times people not only from the village but 
from every corner of the county and even 
state, told me how lucky we were to have 
him. And on a personal level, I will miss 
him enormously -- not only as the admin-
istrator who could always be counted on to 
do the right thing and provide thoughtful 
and unvarnished advice, but as a trusted 
and valued friend.”   

Blau remains in the offi  ce until April 14, 
assisting new Village Administrator Rich-
ard Slingerland, who arrives April 3, with 
the turnover of his position.   

Blau, 62, and his wife, Allison, are mov-
ing from Briarcliff  to a “brand new house” 
they had built in North Carolina. He ex-
pects to begin teaching as an associate pro-
fessor at the University of North Carolina 
next September.  

“I am looking forward to being able to 
share 35 years of experience with students 
who want to learn about the profession,” 
Blau said. However, he also intends to “play 
some golf, learn how to kayak, and if I want 
to, one day, do nothing.”  
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Tarrytown Administrator Mike Blau Refl ects on Years with Village

Michael Blau is retiring after more than 
17 years serving Tarrytown. 

—Photo by Robert Kimmel

New Village Administrator Selected in Tarrytown
By Rick Pezzullo

A familiar face will be returning to Tar-
rytown to serve as Village Administrator.

Richard Slingerland, who worked as Tar-
rytown’s Village Administrator from 1999 
to 2002, will be taking over the same role, 
starting April 3. He is replacing Michael 
Blau, who is retiring after 17-and-a-half 
years in Tarrytown.

Th e Village Board chose Slingerland af-
ter receiving resumes from more than 35 
candidates and interviewing eight of them.

“I’m eager and excited by the opportu-
nity provided to me by Mayor Fixell and 
the Board of Trustees to serve the Tarry-
town community and work with them, the 

department heads, the employees and the 
volunteers to address the issues facing the 
village,” Slingerland said. “It is an honor to 
follow in Mike Blau’s footsteps and I wish 
Mike and his family the best for his up-
coming retirement.”

Slingerland is currently the village man-
ager in the Village of Mamaroneck. Be-
sides his stint in Tarrytown, Slingerland 
has worked in the Westchester County 
Executive’s Offi  ce, the City of Yonkers 
Mayor’s Offi  ce, the Village of Rye Brook 
Administrator’s Offi  ce, and the Village of 
Pelham as Administrator and Treasurer 
over the last 29 years.

“Th ere are many exciting challenges fac-
ing the village that can be addressed with 

a strong cooperative team of mayor and 
board, and the village staff  and employees 
under the supervision of a proactive and 
team-oriented leader,” said Slingerland, 
who will oversee 94 full-time village em-
ployees.

Mayor Drew Fixell welcomed Slinger-
land and thanked Blau for his many years 
in Tarrytown.

“We all will greatly miss Mike, who pro-
vided Tarrytown with over 17 years of bril-
liant and dedicated service,” he said. “At 
the same time we are truly thrilled that 
Richard will be returning to take Mike’s 
place, and know that our village will be in 
the hands of another experienced, skilled 
and talented administrator.”



by Robert Kimmel

At a recent meeting described as a “River-
town Gathering for Future Social Action,” 
community leaders spoke out in opposition 
to a range of Trump administration policies 
and particularly those dealing with immi-
gration.

Those policies came under fire from Con-
gresswoman Nita Lowey who highlighted 
the session, held at a private Tarrytown 
residence. She described what she and her 
Democratic colleagues in Washington were 
doing to counter recently introduced leg-
islation dealing with immigration, the Af-
fordable Care Act, education, labor, foreign 
aid, and pro-choice, among other issues. 

Lowey thanked the approximately 70 at-
tendees for their activism, and described 
as “extraordinary... the local and national 
protest marches, and those that have taken 
place all over the world.” The congress-
woman noted that the Democratic legis-
lators were “speaking out and fighting” in 
regard to both pursuing certain legislation 
and halting other bills, but that “...given 
the numbers we don’t know how much leg-
islation we’ll be able to win.”

Lowey spoke of the value of, “Getting 
the message out locally, nationally and in-
ternationally,...that we are  fighting back, 
and speaking out. It is important that we 
send a message,” she said of both her fellow 
members of Congress and activists. She also 
stressed the need for getting more people 
involved and registered to vote.  

Enforcing federal immigration laws is 
not the task of the police departments of 
Irvington, Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow, 
according to the mayors of each of those 
villages. That became clear at the gathering.  

The village mayors, Irvington’s Brian 
Smith, Tarrytown’s Drew Fixell, and Sleepy 
Hollow’s Ken Wray, spoke almost in uni-
son in reaction to the federal government’s 
tightening restrictions on immigrants and 
enforcing deportations.

In support of being “a welcoming com-
munity,” Smith asserted, “We have to do 
everything we can. We are instructing our 
police department not to be an arm of 
the federal government that is going to be 
rounding up immigrants. That is not their 
role and it never should be.” “I echo his 
thoughts,” said Deputy Mayor Connie Ke-
hoe. “Irvington might be one of the small-
est villages in Westchester, but we will be 
among the most welcoming to everyone.”  

Kehoe, and residents Peter Bernstein, 
Tamir Rosenblum and Thom Thacker, con-
ceived the idea of a statement of policy on 
immigration enforcement and discrimina-
tion before the November election. And, 
former Democratic Committee Chair, 
David Imamura, still active in the village’s 
Democratic Committee and a practicing 
layer in Manhattan, crafted the village’s 
legislation which will be voted on at the 
March 6 Board of Trustees meeting.

“Right now, our police do not enforce 
immigration laws,” said Fixell. A message 
from Fixell and Tarrytown’s trustees on the 

village’s website reinforces that position: 
“The Village Board and the Tarrytown Po-
lice Department will always be committed 
to protecting innocent, law-abiding resi-
dents regardless of immigration status.”

Wray was in accord; “Our Police Depart-
ment does not enforce immigration laws,” 
he declared. “They have not in the past and 
they have been told not to do it in the fu-
ture. Sleepy Hollow is a proud immigrant 
village. More than half of the people...speak 
Spanish at home. We have no intention of 
finding out if the people in our village are 
undocumented. What we need to do in our 
community is to make people feel safe and 
welcomed.”

Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul Feiner 
called on the attending groups to “...urge 
the County Executive and legislature to 
direct the county police to have the same 
policy as the local communities...and say 
we are not going to turn in people for de-
portation.” 

There was concern among some Hispanic 
residents in Sleepy Hollow about partici-
pating in a recent unity march in the vil-
lage “because they might be identified as 
undocumented immigrants,” according to 
Rene Leon, who along with his wife, Sarah 
Stern, were leaders in organizing the march. 
However, Leon said the turnout of some 
800 persons, “blew our minds,” and “what 
we saw was amazing for the community.” A 
co-organizer, Krista Madsen, lauded Stern 
for her energetic pursuit of participants. 
Leon praised Wray for his support.

“The rallies are getting a turnout,” said 
Laurie Feinstein, a leader of Indivisible 
Westchester-Rivertowns, a local group that 
is part of a national movement devoted 
to resisting the Trump administration’s 
agenda. Feinstein stressed the need to get 
the word to those people who “don’t realize 
what’s happening...people who are going to 
feel the pain real soon.”

The leader of a new Facebook group, So-
cial Action for 10591, Seth Dellon, spoke 
of “galvanizing” support for the immigrant 
community. Formed on the web, mainly to 
oppose the Trump administration agenda, 
the group now has more than 600 members 
signed-in.    

Vince Russell, President and CEO of 
Planned Parenthood of Hudson Peconic, 

opponents have been organizing locally—
seemingly for the long term, while local 
Republicans have been relatively quiet. 

In the immediate aftermath of the immi-
gration order, “hundreds of citizens, faith 
leaders, officials and children marched 
from the steps of St.Teresa of Avila Church 
in Sleepy Hollow to Patriot’s Park in Tar-
rytown,” reported Krista Madsen on this 
newspaper’s website (www.thehudsoninde-
pendent.com). The demonstration, orga-
nized by a group calling itself Social Action 
for 10591 (Tarrytown’s zip code), included 
many from the area’s Latino community 
and hundreds of residents demonstrat-
ing solidarity with the villages’ immigrant 
populations, as well as locally elected offi-
cials. On the same day, a group calling itself 
Concerned Families of Westchester held a 
rally in Hastings-on-Hudson.

The following weekend brought back-to-
back rallies, beginning with a “Peace and 
Unity Vigil and Rally” that Friday after-
noon in Ossining’s Market Square, where 
17th District Congresswoman Nita Lowey 
and other politicians addressed a crowd 
of about 150. The next day, Lowey again 
spoke alongside State Senator Andrea Stew-
art-Cousins at a “Westchester Resistance 
Rally for Immigrants and Refugees” on the 
campus of Pace University Law School in 
White Plains. Among the speakers, before 
a crowd estimated at around 500, was New 

York State Attorney General Eric Schnei-
derman, who had pressed the now-settled 
fraud case against Trump University.

The following day, Super Bowl Sunday, 
Lowey met at a private home in Tarrytown 
with representatives of Indivisible West-
chester, Planned Parenthood, the ACLU 
and the mayors of Sleepy Hollow, Tarry-
town and Irvington to lay out long-term 
strategies for resisting Trump Administra-
tion policies. (see story aboce).

A group that began organizing after the 
November election, called the Irvington 
Activists, aims to build political resistance 
to the full range of Trump policies—in 
many ways following the example of the 
Tea Party Movement, but on behalf of pro-
gressive causes. By creating four sub-groups 
that will concentrate on local politics, sup-
port for vulnerable communities, health 
care and the environment, the group’s lead-
ers hope to build grass roots support be-
hind long-term strategies. Among them: 
the election of more progressives to local 
office; the defeat of Westchester County 
Executive Rob Astorino; the issuance of 
drivers’ licenses for undocumented state 
residents; a single payer health care system, 
and the shutdown of the Indian Point nu-
clear plant.

Trump’s executive order on immigration 
prompted activists to petition Irvington’s 
trustees to adopt two resolutions, crafted 
by former Democratic Committee Chair 
David Imamura and Irvington resident 
Thom Thacker, designed to thwart federal 
attempts to round up non-criminal im-

migrants in the village. The first proposed 
resolution stated in part: “no department, 
officer or employee of the Village of Irving-
ton shall use any funds or resources for, 
or otherwise assist in, the enforcement of 
federal immigration law unless such assis-
tance is required by federal or state statute, 
regulation or court decision.” The second, 
complementary resolution would prohibit 
the village from using its assets to support 
any federal effort to build a registry of such 
individuals.

The presentation of the proposals by the 
group’s leaders drew an enthusiastic re-
sponse from the board, including an emo-
tional statement by Mayor Brian C. Smith 
about his personal experience with fright-
ened immigrants (see adjacent box). The 
board is expected to adopt a combined ver-
sion of the resolutions March 6. On Febru-
ary 22, the village board passed additional 
resolutions calling on the county Board 
of Legislators to adopt similar immigrant 
protection legislation and to urge Albany 
to legalize the issuance of driver’s licenses 
to undocumented residents.

With 65% of Westchester voters choos-
ing Hillary Clinton for president over 
Trump’s 31%, it is not surprising that there 
is a high level of resistance to the president’s 
policies locally. The activism witnessed lo-
cally has been echoed around the coun-
try—especially in large urban areas with 
a significant immigrant presence, suggest-
ing broader support for them than for the 
Trump administration’s hard line position.
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Community Leaders Mobilize Against Trump Policies 
with Focus on Immigration

Tarrytown Administrator Mike Blau Reflects on Years with Village

Continued from page 1

Trump Backlash

“Brian, is your police 
department going to 
send me back?” 

I have been trying to learn Spanish 
since I was about 10. To practice I often 
engage in small talk with bussers and 
servers in local restaurants. We chat 
about where they are from, but mostly 
about soccer as I am a huge fan. 

On the Friday night after the inaugu-
ration, my wife Keira, our 11-year-old 
son Ronan and I were having dinner 
out (our daughter Bella was babysit-
ting). One of the busboys and I were 
having our usual banter about Real Ma-
drid versus Barcelona (¡Hala Madrid!). 
As the conversation ended, he looked 
me straight in the eye and asked, “Bri-
an, is your police department going to 
send me back?” 

A few days earlier, my wife was asked 
a similar question by a local house-
keeper in town, so perhaps I should 
not have been as surprised as I was. The 
waiter (who speaks English as well or 
better than I, so I assume he has been 
here a long time) hurried over to hear 
my reply. Though still a bit stunned, 
I clearly remember looking at my son 
who was sitting across from me. After 
a long pause that I am sure was dis-
concerting to my restaurant worker 
friends, I answered forcefully: “We are 
never going to do that!” 

From their faces, I sensed that they 
took little comfort in my reassurance, 
and I realized in that instant that our 
country had changed much more than 
I had hoped it would. 

One of my weaknesses is my blind 
optimism. I will likely benefit person-
ally (financially anyway) from a lot of 
policies coming out of Washington by 
the flick of a pen. But I think the great-
est damage coming out of all this will 
be to that optimism—and to my total 
belief in the moral superiority of the 
United States. 

Brian C. Smith is the mayor of Irvington

Continued on page 9
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by Maria Ann Roglieri

Th e process of applying to college 
has been getting more complicated as 
students are applying to more colleges, 
and colleges are doing more self-mar-
keting. It has also become quite a busi-
ness for the more than 4,000 colleges 
and universities nationwide, the col-
lege testing services, and a wide variety 
of college prep counselors and tutors. 

We think a lot about the cost of college as 
tuition and fees, and room and board. But 
we don’t necessarily consider pre-college 
costs: entrance exams fees, application fees, 
and many services off ered by tutors and 
counselors. Th e high cost of getting stu-
dents into a college ultimately represents 
only a fraction of the high cost of sending 
students to college. Still, these costs add up. 
Th e initial application costs are incurred for 
college admission testing services -- PSAT, 
SAT and/or ACT, SAT Subject tests, and 
even Advanced Placement (AP) exams; col-
lege application fees; fees to send transcripts 
and scores, and fees to apply for fi nancial 
aid. Th ese are just the minimal costs in-
curred; many Westchester parents invest 
further in college entrance exam test prep, 
and college counselors. 

Th e college entrance exams are admin-
istered by two testing companies, ACT 
(ACT) and Th e College Board (PSAT, SAT, 
SAT subject tests and AP).  Only 850 un-
dergraduate institutions accept applications 
without exams, so the majority of students 
must take these exams. Students have a 
choice about whether to take the Advanced 
Placement (AP) exams, but they must do so 
in order to get college credit for high school 
AP courses. Th ere are multiple fees for the 
entrance exams themselves (see below). 

Th e testing services profi t handsomely 
from these test fees: the College Board 
earned $333 million in fees for the PSAT 

and SAT in 2015, and $383 million in fees 
for the AP exams and the corresponding 
instructive program in 2014. Th e College 
Board even earns fees for its College Schol-
arship Service Profi le (CSS), a required ap-
plication for fi nancial aid that goes to every 
school to which a student applies. Although 
it off ers a fee waiver to students with ex-
treme fi nancial need, the Board has been 
widely criticized by various groups (i.e. 
Americans for Educational Testing Reform, 
and National Center for Fair and Open 
Test) for allegedly taking advantage of its 
nonprofi t status, overpaying its executives 
instead of reducing the cost of the entrance 
exam fees, and directly lobbying legislatures 
and government offi  cials on its behalf. 

While the tests are mandatory, tutor-
ing for these tests is not, but has become 
a more than $4 billion industry nation-
wide. In Westchester, many students elect 
to take prep courses or have private tutor-
ing through national companies (e.g. Ka-
plan, Princeton Review and Varsity Tutors) 
or private local tutors in private homes, a 
center, a local library or via live video chat. 
Hourly rates are typically $33 (in-class ses-
sion) and $72-$350 (private, customized 
tutoring) An SAT prep class that ran for 
36 hours over 12 weeks would cost $1,188, 
while 36 hours of a private SAT tutor with 
Kaplan (at $147/hour) would cost $5,292. 
Kaplan partners with some local Westches-
ter schools to discount its programs 40%.

When students take entrance exams, 
their information is sold by Th e College 
Board to admissions offi  ces around the 
country for $.40/ name. Th e prospec-
tive applicants are unaware that their 
personal data has been sold until, in 
10th grade, they begin receiving emails 
(5-15 daily) and brochures (3- 4 daily) 
from a myriad of colleges. Th e emails 
present a pithy quote or a “hook” to 
get the students to open them and be-

gin to consider that particular college. Th e 
glossy book-length brochures or “college 
viewbooks” feature a set of good-looking, 
diverse-by design students, famous alumni, 
and lavish campus facilities including rock 
climbing walls, luxurious pools, grand the-
aters, etc. Our award for best marketing 
materials in this year’s crop goes to Swarth-
more and Carlton, which sent a brilliant, 
thoughtful and truly unique viewbook, and 
a very useful frisbee, respectively.

Nationwide, students typically apply to 
10-20 colleges a year. Th is number has in-
creased signifi cantly with the introduction 

of the standardized Common Application 
form and represents a boon for the colleges. 
More applications means an increase in fee 
revenue and in prestige. 

According to US News, the average 
amount charged for an application fee in 
2015 was $41.  Th e most common ap-
plication fee was $50, while the most ex-
pensive was $90 (Stanford). In 2015, Penn 
State University made over $4 million from 
87,859 undergraduate applications, at 
$50 per application.  UCLA, meanwhile, 
made over $7 million from the more than 
100,000 applications, at $70 per applica-
tion. 

Colleges and universities nationwide 
waive application fees if the applicant dem-
onstrates fi nancial need for a waiver, or 
is “desirable” (with a special skill that the 
school needs, or a national merit semifi nal-
ist). Some schools waive application fees 
across the board in order to get more appli-
cants. Th e money lost on potential college 
application fees is made up through tuition 
for a higher number of freshmen. 

Th e Complicated Business of College Applications

Goods Price Per Unit # Times or  Total For Optional
  Tests Taken Typical Student add-ins 

Prep Class $1188-$5292   $5292
PSAT $15 1 $15 
SAT/ACT $52.50-$56.50 2 $105 
SAT Subject $26 plus $16 
 each additional 3 $58 
AP $93 6 $558 
SAT Score Reports $11.25 15 $168.75 
CSS $25 plus $16 
 each additional 15 $265 
College Counseling  $5000-$8000   $8000
Application Fees $50-$90 15 $750 
Total   $1,919.75 $15,211.75

This chart outlines all of the costs associated with the college application process, 
and an estimate of the fi nal cost, based on a student taking multiple entrance ex-
ams and applying to 15 colleges. It demonstrates that the cost of applying to college 
can range from almost $2,000 to over $15,000.

College Application Costs
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Inc., talked of the need for the organiza-
tion’s services, which are reimbursed similar 
to other Medicaid health providers. “Our 
Medicaid funding,” Russell explained, “is 
there to protect the vulnerable communi-
ties of those rural and inner-city minority 
patients that we do serve, which for many 
is the only health care they receive. So with-
out being a Medicaid provider for them, 
many of those patients will go without care. 

We also see those undocumented individu-
als who have no other place to go,” he said.

Russell urged those attending, “to get in 
touch with your state senators to push for-
ward the Reproductive Health Act, which 
will essentially protect the Roe V. Wade 
Amendment...in New York State to make 
sure safe, legal abortion is available to those 
in the state.” The law, which has passed the 
State Assembly, also “provides a fundamen-
tal right to choose contraception.”

 Seemingly energized by the meeting, the 
consensus among attendees representing 
the various protest groups was to increase 
their activism.  

Continued from page 7

Trump Policies

(continued from page 8)
The fee revenue is used for evaluating ap-

plications but also for recruiting new stu-
dents via open houses, emails, brochures, 
texts, videos, advertisements in multimedia, 
recruiting visits to high schools across the 
country, etc. The higher education con-
sulting group Noel-Levitz estimates the 
median cost of recruiting a new student is 
$2,433 for a private university and $457 for 
a public university. (www.ruffalonl.com/
papers-research-higher-education-fundrais-
ing/2016/cost-of-recruiting-an-undergrad-
uate-report).  

The increase in the number of applica-
tions to a particular school not only in-
creases fee revenue, but also the colleges’ 
prestige: The more applications, the lower 
the acceptance rate and thus the more se-
lective the college becomes. Thus colleges 
cast a wider net than they might otherwise, 
encouraging students to apply regardless of 
whether the students fit the school’s admis-
sion criteria. Many highly selective colleges 
have even offered extensions of application 
deadlines and/or encouraging emails from 
the deans to certain students who initially 
expressed interest in the school but never 
applied. The schools, according to Bloom-
berg News (Jan. 28, 2015), said they were 
understanding of teenagers’ busy lives and 
their desire for a few extra days to relax dur-
ing their December break. 

Finally, many Westchester kids opt for 
help in getting into college by paying con-
sultants to help package them. College 
consultants offer a range of services includ-
ing comprehensive help with college selec-
tion, application writing and college essay 
work to an hourly college essay or interview 
coaching session on an as-needed basis. The 
comprehensive package rate ranges from 
$5,000-$10,000 while the hourly rate rang-
es from $75-$350 an hour. 

According to David Ziegler, SHHS 
Guidance Department Chair, school coun-
selors use many tools to help students pre-
pare for and apply to college while keeping 
costs under control. SHHS offers the ACT 
Kaplan program at a reduced rate ($385) 
and free in-house SAT prep course ($20 fee 
for book).  The school sponsors all students 
to take the PSAT at no charge. Counselors 
help students apply for fee waivers for ex-
ams and applications, and they offer eve-
ning programs on the application process 
for parents. 

In the end, the college application process 
has become a “sales pitch” on both sides. 
The colleges are marketing themselves to 
students and parents, and students and par-
ents are in turn marketing the students to 
the colleges. It is a mutual dance that gener-
ates millions and costs thousands of dollars. 
Where and when the music stops, nobody 
knows.

is for certain. The public discussions have 
helped define new active and passive recre-
ation areas, including a regulation-sized soc-
cer field, a skate park, basketball and tennis 
courts, as well as an amphitheater and com-
munity center. I look forward to incorporat-
ing public art on the East Parcel and along 
the RiverWalk. 

Is the board planning to add more po-
lice with more activity and traffic coming 
to Sleepy Hollow?

We are carefully planning for additional 
village staff, including for the Police Depart-
ment.  We will continue to focus on hiring 
veterans and local residents as officers; the 
concerns raised by the former board of 
trustees proved to be unfounded. 

Do you expect more new businesses ex-
pressing interest in Sleepy Hollow with the 
development of the GM parcel?

Absolutely. The Local Development 
Corporation is charged with strengthening 
commercial economic development in the 
village and it is something that all of the 

trustees are concerned with. We want to be 
sure that our legacy businesses have the op-
portunities to thrive as well.

Any other issue you would like to ad-
dress?

A critical issue, although not many in 
Sleepy Hollow are aware of it, is how we 
are represented in Mt. Pleasant. We were 
successful this past year in having Jim Hus-
selbee appointed to the Mt. Pleasant Indus-
trial Development Agency. The IDA has the 
power to set Payment in Lieu of Taxes, or 
PILOT, for businesses and corporations. 
For example, GM was granted a 30-year 
PILOT. Edge-on-Hudson was working its 
way toward receiving a PILOT.  The Vil-
lage learned of it almost by accident and we 
put up a successful fight stop to it. That’s 
when I decided it was imperative to have a 
Sleepy Hollow person on the IDA. The first 
available opening was given to Jim. Now 
we need to get some folks elected to the 
Town of Mt. Pleasant Board. Not that the 
Mt. Pleasant Board can do much for us, but 
they could make things a lot more difficult 
for the village.

Continued from page 4
Wray



by Krista Madsen

Add to Warner Library’s collection of bor-
rowable books, music, DVDs: seeds. This 
month, Warner Library will begin sharing 
little packets of native and heirloom flow-
ers, herbs and vegetables. The good news is: 
you don’t have to return them but can use 
them to grow your garden.

Inspired by similar initiatives at several 
other libraries in the region, backyard gar-
dener Beth Hanson approached Warner 
Library Director Maureen Petry last fall 
about creating a seed exchange here. Han-
son rounded up a group of volunteers – 
about a dozen women largely from various 
garden clubs plus one actual farmer – to 
begin the process. 

Through meetings that started in Octo-
ber 2016, the women made fast progress 
from drafting a mission statement to filling 
a large plastic container full of seed packets 
that Mobius Fields farmer/owner Deb Taft 
showed off at one meeting in early January 
to the delight of the attendees. 

Early in the new year, there was much 

work to be done by March, when residents 
can start planting those early cool-season 
items.

Roberta Straus shared a draft logo mor-
phing Warner’s rose logo into a ring of 
green seeds. The attendees discussed details 

of labeling, repackaging, distribution and 
collection. In theory, the seed ‘borrowers’ 
use the seeds to sprout plants and return at 
the end of growing season with dried seeds 
from their produce. But that requires some 
skill and could produce mixed results, so 

the seed library – for now – is there for the 
taking. 

Donors include various seed companies 
who are happy to unload their extra/un-
used items and Taft already has a bunch on 
hand. “Seeds find their way to my hands 
all year,” she said. Some she gets from her 
fields, some she bought from a friend’s 
collection and won’t use, such as the “two 
pounds of French breakfast radishes – that 
is, hundreds of thousands of radishes.” A 
few are from the Experimental Farm Net-
work, a New Jersey-based open source 
plant breeding organization that sends 
out native and heirloom seeds all over the 
country, and some from Stone Barns. 

The seeds will not just be your ordinary 
onions and tomatoes but special breeds 
like wild broccoli rabe. As of January, they 
numbered 13 kinds of tomatoes, seven 
lettuces, five kales, and counting. All of 
which will be itemized in a Google Spread-
sheet with planting info, etc. They are also 
planning to plant a demo garden in front 
of Warner (perhaps starting with a cool-
weather launch of decorative chard, adding 
later herbs and marigolds), and give a few 
free workshops to bolster citizen knowl-
edge from sprouting to organic gardening. 

Deb Martin shared how she packages 
seeds for her own gifting to friends – she 
produces plenty of zinnia seeds she care-
fully puts in paper pouches and labels.

Older seeds Taft finds to be generally 
fine, save for onion and parsley which are 
notoriously testy. When in doubt, she said 
she does a germinating test with a wet pa-
per towel to see if they’ll sprout. 

by Rick Pezzullo

Sleepy Hollow Middle School will be getting a new principal for the first time in nine years to 
begin the 2017-18 school calendar.

The Board of Education of the Public Schools of the Tarrytowns last month accepted the retire-
ment resignation of Elizabeth Lopez, effective June 30, 2017.  Lopez has served as the principal of 
the middle school since July 1, 2008.  

“We wish Ms. Lopez much happiness in her retirement and thank her for her nine years of 
dedicated service to the students of the Public Schools of the Tarrytowns,” the board stated on the 
district website. 

The district has already initiated the search process for a new principal and an appointment is 
expected in early spring.

Meanwhile, the Board of Education appointed an acting principal, Michael Gulino, a retired 
Byram Hills administrator, at Sleepy Hollow High School while Principal Dr. Tracy Smith is out on 
a short medical leave.
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Growing Together: Introducing the Warner Seed Library
Among many involved in the Warner Seed 
Library effort are (from left to right:) Deb 
Martin, Liza Glover, Beth Hanson, Deb Taft, 
Carolyn Swenson, Roberta Straus, and 
Sara Hodgdon.  

—Photo by Krista Madsen

Sleepy Hollow Middle School Principal to Retire

Elizabeth Lopez



by Maria Ann Roglieri 

Safety Reflectors
 

Phelps Hospital recently donated 2,000 
safety reflectors that can be attached to bi-
cycles, outerwear and backpacks to increase 
the visibility of pedestrians and bike rid-
ers. The Greenburgh police will distribute 
the safety reflectors to people they see out 
walking at night in dark outfits. In addi-
tion, Town of Greenburgh residents can 
pick up reflectors at the office of Supervisor 
Feiner at 177 Hillside Ave., White Plains or 
by calling 989-1540 or emailing pfeiner@
greenburghny.com.

 Reflectors will also be distributed in Ir-
vington, which has taken a number of steps 
to make its streets safer, and has recently 
launched a pedestrian safety campaign as 
part of its “Slow Down Irvington” effort. 
The reflectors are available in Village Hall 
at 85 Main Street and will also be given 
out by the police. In addition, the village 
is contacting the school district, runners 
groups and dog walkers to assist in the dis-
tribution. For information, contact Traffic 
Calming Irvington at slow.down.irving-
ton@gmail.com.

High School Fundraiser
Snowflakes for Shelters: Sleepy Hol-

low High School’s club PAW (Promoting 
Animal Welfare) recently held a fundraiser 
called “Snowflakes for Shelters” and the 
funds the club raised were used to make a 
donation to the Humane Society of West-
chester and to purchase much needed toys 
and supplies for the many animals in the 
shelter. 

Library Donation
 

The Junior League of Westchester on Hud-
son donated $4,500 to the Community 
Room Renovation Project at the Warner 
Library. The League raised the money at 
their Annual Holiday Boutique held at 
Lyndhurst in December. The Junior League 
and the Library look forward to using the 
new space at the League’s Annual Spelling 
Bee for third, fourth and fifth graders to be 
held on Thursday, April 20.

Robotics Competition
 

Sleepy Hollow Middle School students tak-
ing part in the First Lego League Robotics 
Competition celebrated their third-place 
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Watercooler

Heard Around the Watercooler

TaSH Farmers Market and Partner Green Tree Textiles Give Back to Local 
Community: On January 25, the TaSH (Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow) Farmers 
Market donated 60 pairs of brand new children’s overalls to the Clothing Closet 
of Christ Church - San Marcos Episcopal Church in Tarrytown. The donation was 
made possible through TaSH nonprofit partner Green Tree Textiles, a Bronx-
based organization that runs a booth at the market for community members to 
donate and recycle their unwanted clothes. In 2016, more than 3,000 pounds 
of clothing were recycled at the TaSH as a result of the partnership. Green Tree 
generously offered the overalls to the TaSH, enabling them to donate to the lo-
cal cause of its choice. The Christ Church has a special program with the TaSH 
through its Community Food Pantry of Sleepy Hollow and Tarrytown program. 
Clients can use tokens that can be used exclusively at the market, redeemable 
for fresh goods every week throughout the season. 
(Pictured L-R:) Kathy Hamilton, Rachel Tieger, Rivertowns Village Green Board 
Member, Reverend Susan Copley, Christ Church, Serge Lazarev, Green Tree 
Textiles)

Continued on page 20
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Viewfi nder
1.  Westchester Deputy County Executive Kevin 

Plunkett helped cut the ribbon at the grand 
opening celebration of AppleMed Urgent 
Care in Tarrytown on February 18.

—Photo by Sunny McLean

2.  Phelps Hospital was recently honored by 
the Friends of the Rockefeller State Park 
Preserve for its longstanding support.

3.  Dows Lane Elementary School students in 
Irvington dressed up to celebrate the 100th 
day of school on February 15. 

—Photo by Michael Ganci 1





by Tom Pedulla

In what is often viewed as a 
“me-me world,” All-State girls’ 
basketball star Lindsay Halpin 
of Irvington stands out as the 
total antithesis.

Halpin, the Bulldogs’ senior 
point guard, played her posi-
tion as a four-year starter in its 
purest form. She has the ex-
traordinary ability to see every-
thing happening on the court, 
to understand how defenses are 
reacting and how to get team-
mates the ball in positions 
where they can maximize their 
offensive abilities.

Halpin said of her role as or-
chestrator of the offense, “I love 
getting all the assists and not 
shooting as much.”

Halpin can – and did – do 
it all for Irvington during its 
19-1 regular season. She aver-
aged 15 points, 5.75 assists, 
five rebounds and 3.2 steals 
and was recently honored as 
Con Edison’s Scholar Athlete of 
the Week. But nothing satisfies 
her more than threading a pass 
through a cluster of defenders 
to set up someone else for a bas-
ket.

“She would much rather give 
out an assist than score,” said 
coach Gina Maher, adding, “She’s totally 
unselfish, sometimes too unselfish.”

There are critical times in games when 
Maher urges the 5-foot-6 Halpin to take 
over offensively. She reluctantly obliges.

“If that’s what I have to do,” she said, “I 
do it.”

She finished the regular season with 
1,408 career points while also being sa-
luted by Maher for her tenacious defense. 
She possesses a good outside shot and does 

not hesitate to drive to the rim 
against taller defenders, often 
drawing fouls in the process 
that lead to free throws.

Halpin has been the league’s 
Most Valuable Player year af-
ter year and the MVP of the 
state sectional final while be-
ing consistently ranked among 
New York State’s top 50 play-
ers. Those honors might inflate 
anyone’s ego – yet she remains 
selfless.

“We’re all really close to Hal-
pin because she’s such a great 
person,” said Heather Hall, a 
junior guard.

Halpin, who closed the regu-
lar season with 115 assists, has 
all but willed Irvington to great 
heights. “She brings up all her 
teammates,” Hall said. “She 
knows what shots to get us. She 
knows what shots we like.”

Halpin has been in a difficult 
position as the only senior on a 
roster that must depend heav-
ily on younger talent. She re-
sponded to that challenge.

“She says things that help set-
tle the team,” said Mary Brere-
ton, a junior forward. “She 
also says things to motivate us. 
If we’re down, she’ll tell us we 
need to pick it up.”

Halpin’s preference, though, 
is to show leadership in a more subdued 
form.

“She is a leader in a very quiet way. She 
leads by example,” Maher said. “There isn’t 
a drill we run that she doesn’t win, and it’s 
been that way forever.”

Halpin has been an ideal fit for Maher, 
long regarded as one of the top girls’ bas-
ketball coaches in the state.

“She’s an awesome coach,” Halpin said. 
“She’s helped me so much on and off the 
court, about life and basketball.”

Maher often spurs her players by saying, 
“If you work hard, good things will hap-
pen.”

She needs only to point to Halpin. Ac-
cording to Halpin, she has a 3.4 grade-
point average. “I definitely try hard,” she 
said of her academics. “I like to be success-
ful and do the best I can in every situa-
tion.”

Halpin’s desire to balance academics and 
athletics led her to commit to Division 3 
SUNY Geneseo, one of many schools that 
recruited her. Although she might have 
competed at a higher level, Maher en-
dorsed her decision.

“She’s excited and they’re excited,” Ma-
her said. “It’s a great academic school, and 
I’m sure she’ll start playing right away.”

If Halpin is struggling, it is with emo-
tions typical of many seniors. She is not 
quite ready to begin the process of reflect-
ing on her distinguished career and begin-
ning to focus on what lies ahead.

“It’s weird. I don’t like doing it. I don’t 
like saying I’m a senior yet,” she said. “But, 
yeah, it’s been great. I love the community 
and the people I surrounded myself with.”

The feeling is mutual.
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by Tom Pedulla

The Hudson Independent looks at how 
the local basketball teams fared during the 
regular season:

Girls
Hackley

With the exception of senior captain 
Kristen Bringsjord, Hackley depended 
heavily on a young and inexperienced ros-
ter in struggling to a 4-14 record. A season 
sweep of Fieldston and Bringsjord’s scrappy 
play provided a couple of highlights.

Second-year coach Margaret Scarcella 
said of Bringsjord, “She left everything on 
the court. She was always diving on the 
floor. She will be missed.”

Scarcella was encouraged by the progress 
of the Wade sisters. Jordan Wade, a sopho-
more, who paced the team in scoring with 
10 points per game while Dylan, a fresh-
man, also flashed potential. Hopes will be 
high for Ijeoma Nnworkie, a 5-10 forward, 
as she looks to her senior season.

Irvington
Gina Maher, in her 41st season, has pro-

duced one exceptional team after another. 
She paid this year’s roster quite a compli-
ment when she said, “I really love this team.” 
She also praised the unit as “probably one of 
the most cohesive teams I’ve coached.”

The Bulldogs rolled through the regular 
season at 19-1. Point guard Lindsay Hal-
pin, the team’s lone senior, paced them in 
scoring with approximately 15 points per 
game. Kelly Degnan and Mary Brereton 
also averaged in double figures offensively.

The future appears to be blindingly bright 
since, after Halpin, the roster is composed 
of four juniors, three sophomores, two 
freshmen and one eighth grader. 

Sleepy Hollow
Coach Nick Romeo viewed the season as 

a “learning experience” for a team that has 
young talent to build around. Sleepy Hol-
low finished at 8-13. Junior guard Gabby 
DelMonaco closed as the leading scorer. 
Sara Clarke, a sophomore guard, added an 

Local Basketball Squads  
Produce Mixed Results

Sports

important new dimension by developing a 
strong inside game to complement her reli-
able outside shot.

Romeo envisions sophomore Taylor Bur-
nett and freshmen Adriana Davis-Sumpter 
and Jennifer Stewart as other building 
blocks. “We had an extremely difficult 
league schedule,” Romeo said. “We have to 
bring those lessons into next year.”

Boys
Hackley

Hackley improved on last year’s 5-14 re-

Halpin Leads Irvington by Making Teammates Better

Senior point guard Lindsay Halpin led Lady Bulldogs to 19-1 
season.

Continued on page 15



by Kevin Brown 

After a comprehensive search, Jorge 
Veintimilla, defensive coordinator for the 
Sleepy Hollow Varsity football team, has 
been named the new head coach of the 
football program.  A committee of eight 
local residents screened candidates with 
the best of them forwarded to Superin-
tendent Chris Borsari, who made the final 
decision. 

“We were lucky to have so many great 
candidates for the position. Coach Veinti-
milla is an experienced coach whom I have 
heard very positive feedback about from 
the community and from kids that have 
played for him. He was prepared for this 
next step, and I expect he will excel at get-
ting kids to step on the field for the first 
time.  He is not only head coach but the 
new leader of the football program in our 
towns,” Borsari said. 

The new coach expressed his excitement 
and offered some interesting insight about 
coaching this group of young warriors.

 “I look forward to the challenge. We 
have some talented players returning, but 
will also need to replace some very im-
portant players,” Veintimilla said. “Like 
many districts, our numbers have de-
clined slightly. Many kids and parents are 

hesitant to play football because of injury 
concerns. Our staff will take great pride in 
teaching safe, head-up football. We will al-
ways focus on safety and effective ways to 
teach our student athletes.”

Veintimilla loves the challenge of coach-
ing at Sleepy Hollow, saying, “One huge 
positive about Sleepy Hollow is how di-
verse we are. Kids from different back-
grounds come together day in and day 
out to compete and work together for a 
common goal. That is something that is 

unique to our community and we all take 
great pride in.” In past seasons, linemen 
called out pre-snap blocking assignments 
in Spanish, leaving opposing defenses be-
fuddled.  

The coach also expects to broaden his 
focus, expressing, “The Horsemen have 
had great success in the past and we expect 
to continue that success. I look forward 
to bridging the connection between our 
youth feeder system and the high school 
team while staying connected to our de-
voted alumni as well.”  As the previous 
coach would often say, nothing beats go-
ing into battle with the guys you grow up 
with. 

In other big news for sports in Sleepy 
Hollow, Chuck Scarpulla, long time Ath-
letic Director at Sleepy Hollow High, is 
retiring, effective at the end of this year. 
A committee will also be formed for that 
search, and several candidates have thrown 
their hat into the ring already. 

“Jorge is a great choice to run football in 
this special town. He is a young, football 
guy who has coached for 16 years and is 
also a teacher at Washington Irving. So he 
has a great relationship with the kids, he 
knows the community, the parents, and 
the administration.” Scarpulla said. “He 
is in the district, has solid knowledge of 

football and will run the entire football 
program—modified, JV and Varsity.  I also 
expect him to engage with Wolfpack so he 
is involved in all aspects of football starting 
at the youngest level.”  

As far as retiring at the end of the year, 
Scarpulla was melancholy. “My job is a 
great job because this is a great commu-
nity.  My tenure has been so positive and I 
leave here with few enemies,” he quipped.  
“The thing I have enjoyed most is my 
outstanding relationship with all of the 
students, not just the athletes.  I tried to 
inspire them to be positive, have a great 
self-image and to become outstanding citi-
zens, not just outstanding athletes.”

Scarpulla added, “I am glad to say that 
the administration in place here is first 
class.  Everyone involved in the process 
was highly professional and the schools are 
in great hands.”   

The Sleepy Hollow faithful who have en-
joyed the past decade of success in which 
the Horsemen consistently reached the 
Sectional Playoffs and the Conference 
championship game often even though 
they play in Section A which is comprised 
of much bigger schools. The Hollow faith-
ful can rest easy knowing that the future of 
football is in very capable hands.
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Local Basketball Squads  
Produce Mixed Results

Big Changes Coming to Sleepy Hollow High School Athletics 
Sports

important new dimension by developing a 
strong inside game to complement her reli-
able outside shot.

Romeo envisions sophomore Taylor Bur-
nett and freshmen Adriana Davis-Sumpter 
and Jennifer Stewart as other building 
blocks. “We had an extremely difficult 
league schedule,” Romeo said. “We have to 
bring those lessons into next year.”

Boys
Hackley

Hackley improved on last year’s 5-14 re-

cord but still found itself in an uphill climb 
to reach the break-even point. The loss of 
Andrew Chung, a senior forward and an 
integral member of the team, did not help. 
He required a season-ending surgery to re-
pair a broken bone in his hand. Guard Wil-
liam Ballentine and forward Tyler Sexton-
Holtmeir paced the scoring.

“We’ve made progress, but we’re still 
underachieving a little bit,” said Antione 
Johnson, in his second season as coach. 
Johnson hopes for more consistency from 
his players in the future.

Irvington
Irvington’s off-season effort to improve 

on last year’s 6-14 record was rewarded 

with a turnaround 12-8 regular season. The 
Bulldogs gathered for a Team Camp last 
June, played nine games last summer and 
participated in workouts last fall. Improve-
ment might have been greater if not for in-
juries and illness.

Second-year coach Scott Brennen has 
plenty to work with, beginning with soph-
omores Colby Martins (14.3 points per 
game), a guard, and Sydney Thybulle (11.8 
points), a center. Sophomore Jared Topman 
and freshman James Rhodes were the first 
two players off the bench late in the season, 
an encouraging sign.

Sleepy Hollow
Third-year coach Chris Starace always 

thought his team was capable of beating 
any opponent on the schedule. The Horse-
men proved that.

They upset highly-rated Our Lady of 
Lourdes 55-51 before a packed gym as part 
of a Senior Night to remember. Fittingly, 
seniors Andrew Laub (15 points), Troy Tall-
man and Jack Starkey (14 each) finished as 
the leading scorers in that game, the high-
light of a 9-10 regular season.

Hard-working junior Sean McCar-
thy will be counted on to lead next year’s 
squad. Sophomore forward Daniel Wil-
liams shows great potential. Manny Perez is 
another sophomore with a big upside. “It’s 
really a good core we’re going to be bring-
ing back,” Starace said.

Former defensive coordinator Jorge Vein-
timilla has been named varsity football 
coach at Sleepy Hollow.

Halpin Leads Irvington by Making Teammates Better

Continued from page 14

Local Basketball

Continued on page 15
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by Krista Madsen

Malala Yousafzai comes off as both a 
normal teenager in the documentary He 
Named Me Malala – teasing her brother, 
fawning over photos of male sports stars, 
worrying that her high school friends won’t 
accept her – and the bravest and wisest of 
heroines. 

“We realize the importance of our voices 
only when we are silenced,” Malala has fa-
mously said of her crusade for equal educa-
tion rights around the world, which only 
escalated after she got shot in the head by 
the Taliban.

The 13 fifth grade girls of Tarrytown’s 
Troop 1484, inspired by the real-life story 
of the youngest ever winner of the Nobel 
Peace Prize, planned a recent film screen-
ing and panel for their Bronze Award proj-
ect, the highest honor for a Junior troop. 
Unfortunately, the PG-13 rating thwarted 
the troop’s original plans to share the movie 
with all fifth graders. Instead they sched-
uled the event for the evening with paren-
tal guidance suggested and a much smaller 
turnout. 

“We worked really hard raising money 
for the movie and the Malala Fund,” said 
troop member Marli. “I wish more fifth 
graders and their parents had come and 
not have been scared off by the PG-13 rat-
ing. We are fifth graders now, this is real, 
bad things happen in life, and that’s how 
we learn.”

The girls announced their own names at 
the podium in the Washington Irving audi-
torium and explained what it took to make 
the screening happen. Over the course of 
three months, they raised more than $400 
through a spare change drive. After paying 
the licensing fee for the film, they were able 
to donate $300 to the Malala Fund to sup-
port girls’ education around the world. 

Malala grew up in the Swat Valley of 
Northwest Pakistan in the classrooms of 
her father’s schoolhouse. Despite his life-
long stutter, her father was an outspoken 
critic of the Taliban regime occupying 
their homeland. Malala’s own public ex-
pression began when she started writing 

an anonymous blog for BBC Urdu about 
living under the occupation, when schools 
were being bombed and girls banned from 
anything but religious education. When 
she revealed her identity in a New York 
Times documentary, she quickly became 
a well-known advocate for girls’ educa-
tion. The Taliban targeted her, and she was 
near-fatally shot on her school bus. Malala 
was transported to safety in Birmingham, 
England, which has been her home-base 
for further activism ever since. As she re-
covered, her voice only got louder and her 
stage broader as she now travels the world 
to advocate for education. 

For Tarrytown Girl Scouts, these issues – 

the fight for equal education, or, the threat 
of terrorism – are a world away. But the 
girls connect with Malala and are inspired 
by her bravery, her ability to speak her 
mind, the way she always seems to just be 
herself whether meeting President Obama 
or joking with her beloved father. 

“I am inspired by Malala to always stand 
up for what I believe in and do what I think 
is right,” said Maya. 

“I really think the story is touching and 
inspirational. Malala’s story inspires us to 
raise money for girls’ education,” said Em-
ily. 

The panel after the film included Wash-
ington Irving Principal Susan Bretti, inter-
nal medicine physician Jenny So, Associate 
Professor of English and Women’s, Gender, 
and Sexuality Studies Heather Hewett, and 
Adjunct Professor of Health Sciences Amy 
White. The women answered questions the 
girls had prepared about why it’s important 
to educate girls and how we can ensure this 
happens all over the world. 

“What we’ve been doing in the past few 
weeks with our advocacy and marching – 
the girls participated in the Unity March, 
they went to the Women’s March – that is 
what helps get girls’ voices heard. Being a 
proud Girl Scout helps,” said Poy.

“This was a fun project and we learned 
a lot about how other girls are treated in 
other countries,” said troop member Sa-
mantha. “I think we should be grateful for 
what we have.”

Tarrytown Troop’s Bronze Award is Malala-Inspired

by Charlene Weigel

On a chilly Saturday, The Historical 
Society of Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow 
was alive with visitors in search of a dead 
man. Not just any man. He had to have 
charm and wit, but be honest to the core. 
Cultured. Handsome. Schooled in the arts. 
Massively charismatic. Perhaps a bit full of 
himself, but with good reason. Hints of a 
tragic love triangle were a plus. Above all, 
he had to be a spy and an enemy. 

They found him in the Society’s Cap-
tors’ Room in a portrait drawn by Major 
John André. If you’ve seen AMC’s TURN: 
Washington’s Spies, or had a passionate his-

tory teacher, you have heard of André. He 
was the British intelligence officer who be-
friended Peggy Shippen, beautiful daugh-
ter of a wealthy Philadelphia family. While 
unclear how far that friendship went, it is 
certain that Peggy later married Benedict 
Arnold. Arnold met André through Peggy, 
and transformed from George Washing-
ton’s trusted general into a traitor who de-
fected to British Commander Sir Henry 
Clinton. 

Arnold’s treachery was discovered when 
John Paulding, Isaac Van Wart and Da-
vid Williams captured André near today’s 
Sleepy Hollow High School. Arnold had 

John André: The Spy Who Loved Us

Continued on page 22 Storyteller David Neilsen as Major John André
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“I wanted to make an every day restaurant, 
moderately priced and family-oriented. 
Kids are always welcome. It’s fun to watch 
kids enjoy noodles. And, adults do too!” 
Kim combined the Korean term “Gogi” for 
meat, and “Gook Su” for noodles, which he 
put together to form “GoSu,”aptly named, 
since marinated meats and noodle dishes 
are his specialty. But, he also makes sure to 
include seasonal vegetables, a staple of the 
Korean diet, on his menu, which balances 
out proteins and rice. 

Kim has his own “take” on the tradition-
al Korean dish Bibimbap, which he calls 
Bibimbop Sizzle, seasoned vegetables over 
rice, with a choice of bulgogi -- Kim’s sliced 
rib-eye marinated in a soy, sugar, garlic and 
sesame oil mixture or spicy pork, served 
with house spicy dressing. Other “Sizzle 
Bops” include Galbi – marinated sliced 
short rib, chicken or salmon teriyaki, or his 
signature tofu steak sizzle – seared, sliced or-
ganic tofu with a ginger teriyaki glaze. 

At GoSu, Asian fusion means customers 
can order a selection of Japanese noodles - 
ramen, udon or soba, and be assured that 
the noodles are not only fresh but also 
cooked to chewy perfection. The bowls are 
chock full of greens, corn, meats or chicken 
and topped with an egg – depending upon 
which Japanese noodle dish you order. “Fu-
sion” also means the opportunity to sam-
ple one of Kim’s most popular dishes, the 
Bulgogi Taco. Kim’s marinated, sliced rib-

eye, is slathered with his pico de gallo sauce, 
a mixture of fresh chopped cilantro, serrano 
peppers, onions, tomato, salt and lime juice. 
It’s a Korean/Mexican delight!

Kids love Kim’s Tatsutage, Japanese bite-
sized fried chicken which comes with a 
mildly spicy yuzu mayonnaise dipping 
sauce, which is also a perfect small plate first 
course for the table. Vegetable and shrimp 
tempura dishes at GoSu are light, crunchy, 
full of distinct tastes, and beautiful to wit-
ness as they arrive at the table, piled high 
with a variety of delicately fried edibles. 

For diners who enjoy a spicy kick, try 
the Wasabi Shumai, wasabi infused pork 
dumplings in a tempura broth. Comple-
ment these spicier shumai with the milder 
shrimp dumplings, in a delicate ginger soy 
vinaigrette. Miso soup or salad accompany 
the Sizzle Bops and may be ordered sepa-
rately. Aside from the house salad, diners 
can try the kani salad – Japanese crabstick 
and cucumber in a mayonnaise-based dress-
ing, or the seaweed salad – marinated mixed 
seaweeds in a sesame dressing. 

Drinks include your choice of beer, wine, 
sake, soda or soju – Korea’s version of sake 
and the country’s most popular alcoholic 
beverage. 

Extensive renovations of restaurant Buon 
Gusto’s former site have given GoSu an airy, 
light and open feel - an ideal ambiance for 
Kim’s cooking style. Expanded windows 
let in exterior light, further enhanced by 

interior white 
walls, white Co-

rian table tops, 
and a mirrored bar. 

Comfortable chairs and soft 
ottomans, which serve as storage units for 
backpacks, purses, coats – if needed, add to 
GoSu’s comfortable atmosphere. 

At GoSu, diners will find no knives on 
the tables, since meats and vegetables are 
in bite-sized pieces. Only a fork and soup 
spoon are necessary, plus an occasional use 
of hands for Kim’s generous bulgogi taco. 

This makes dining even easier for customers 
– families, friends and couples, who are al-
ready enjoying GoSu’s relaxing vibe in great 
numbers.

GoSu – Irvington’s New  Asian Fusion Restaurant

If You Go
50 South Buckhout St.,Irvington
914-479-5898 
eatgosu.com
(Call or order online for pick-up.)

Food for Thought

by Linda Viertel

Left: Owner Tony Kim. Right: GoSu exterior, Irvington.
—Photos by: Jon Marshall.

Inset: Small Plate Bulgogi Taco.     —Photo courtesy GoSu“Family-friendly, tasty, healthy 
Asian comfort 

food” might seem like too many descriptives for a local Korean-
based culinary experience, but GoSu fits the bill on all counts. 
Tony Kim, GoSu’s owner, spent two years looking for just the right 
spot in our rivertowns, hoping to realize his dream of opening his own 
eatery after 15 years in the restaurant business. With a sister and her four 
children in Irvington and parents in White Plains, he knew where he wanted 
to be and the type of casual place he wished to create.
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COLLEGE-BOUND TEENS: At 6:30 p.m. presenta-
tion by Anti-Defamation League speakers at JCC 
on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or 
register at www.jcconthehudson.org.

Wednesday 15
JACKIE: Showing at 2 p.m. at the Warner Library 
in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warner-
library.org.

ALAN SKLAR READS HILLARDS CEREMONY: At 7 
p.m. at the Ossining Public Library. Call 941-
2416 or visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

$5 FILM SERIES: At 7 p.m. Ray, a film about Ray 
Charles, will be screened at the Tarrytown Music 
Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.tarrytown-
musichall.org.

Thursday 16
OSSINING DOCUMENTARY & DISCUSSION SERIES: At 
6:30 p.m. Makers: Women Who Make America 
will be screened at the Ossining Public Library, 
followed by a panel discussion. Visit www.os-
siningdocumentaries.org.

ZENTANGLE ART WORKSHOP: At 7 p.m. learn to 
create beautiful images from repetitive patterns 
with Jill Greenbaum at the Warner Library in 
Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit the Reference 
Desk to register.

THURSDAY EVENING BOOK CLUB: Meets at 7:30 
p.m. to discuss All the Birds in the Sky by Charlie 
Jane Anders at the Irvington Public Library. Call 
591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

CONCERT: The Southern Soul Assembly performs 
at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-
840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 18
PANCAKE BRUNCH: At 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11 
a.m. and 12:15 p.m. at Teatown Lake Reservation 
in Ossining. To register call 762-2912, ext. 110 or 
visit www.teatown.org.

YOGA FOR STRESS AND ANXIETY: At 11 a.m. for 
ages 12 and up with Leslie Kimmich Seery at the 
Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or 
visit the Reference Desk to register.

THE CAT IN THE HAT: At 2 p.m. Childsplay pres-
ents this adaptation of the Dr. Seuss book at the 
Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit 
www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

CONCERT: At 2:30 p.m. Kinny Landrum and Alan 
Bates play jazz favorites at the Warner Library in 
Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warnerli-
brary.org.

MOVIE MAVENS: At 7 p.m. Seven Minutes in 
Heaven will be shown at Temple Beth Abraham in 
Tarrytown, followed by a moderated discussion. 
Call 631-1770 or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org to 
RSVP.

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST: Presented at 7 p.m. by 
Clocktower Players Adult Troupe at the Irvington 
Town Hall Theater. Visit www.IrvingtonTheater.
com. Also March 19 & 26 at 2 p.m., March 24 
and 25 at 7 p.m.

Sunday 19
COUNTRY MUSIC CONCERT: At 2 p.m. the Twang-
town Paramours present an acoustic duo show 
at the Ossining Public Library. Call 941-2416 or 
visit www.twangtownparamours.com.

Thursday 2
AN ACOUSTIC EVENING: Pat Benatar and Neil 
Giraldo perform at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music 
Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.tarrytown-
musichall.org.

Friday 3
BODIES IN THE LIBRARY BOOK GROUP: Meets at 
noon to discuss Blue Monday by Nicci French 
at the Ossining Public Library. Call 941-2416 or 
visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

LITERARY EVENING: At 7:30 p.m. poets Mark Paw-
lak, Robert Hershon and Dick Lourie read from 
their most recent collections at Hudson Valley 
Writers’ Center in Sleepy Hollow. Call 332-5953 
or visit www.writerscenter.org.

Saturday 4
SPIN CONTEST: From 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. at the 
Family YMCA in Tarrytown. Call 418-5562 or 
contact Lesad@ymcatarrytown.org. 

“INDIA AND THE TAJ MAHAL”: At 2 p.m. a slide 
lecture by Toni McKeen at the Irvington Public 
Library. Advance registration requested. Call 591-
7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org/adultp.
htm.

FILM AND FALAFEL: An Israeli dinner and screening 
of East Jerusalem, West Jerusalem at Temple Beth 
Abraham in Tarrytown. Time and sign-up to be 
advised. E-mail IsraelCommittee@tba-ny.org. 

GUITAR CONCERT: At 8 p.m. Tommy Emmanuel 
- It’s Never Too Late Tour at the Tarrytown Music 
Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.tarrytown-
musichall.org.

Sunday 5
MAPLE SUGARING PARTY: From 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Greenburgh Nature Center in Scarsdale. 
Call 723-3470 or visit www.greenburghnature-
center.org.

JAZZ CONCERT: At 2 p.m. the Glenda Davenport 
Jazz Ensemble performs at the Ossining Public 
Library. Call 941-2416 or visit www.ossininglib-
rary.org.

MONSTERS, INC.: At 2 p.m. free family movie at 
the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or 
visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

CONCERT: At 4 p.m. the Cassatt String Quartet 
performs at the Irvington Public Library. Call 
591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

Monday 6
EAST COAST JAZZ V. WEST COAST JAZZ: At 10 a.m. 
presentation by Marshall Tilden at JCC on the 
Hudson in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or visit 
www.jcconthehudson.org.

Tuesday 7
BREAKING NEWS DISCUSSION GROUP: At 10:15 
a.m. discuss domestic and foreign policy issues 
with Jay Forbes at the Ossining Public Library. 
To register call 941-2416, ext. 327 or e-mail jtra-
passo@wlsmail.org. Also March 21, April 4, 18, 
May 2, 16, 30 & June 6. 

THE JUNGLE BOOK: At 7 p.m. performance by the 
Y Theatre at Washington Irving School. Call 418-
5562 or visit www.ymcatarrytown.org.

ROSH CHODESH WOMEN’S CIRCLE: At 7:30 p.m. 
discuss arts, books and current events relating to 
women with Rabbi Lisa Izes at JCC on the Hud-

son in Tarrytown. RSVP to lisa.izes@jcconthehu-
dson.org.

Wednesday 8
BEADING WORKSHOP WITH JOAN LLOYD: At 7 p.m. 
make earrings for yourself and a battered women’s 
shelter at the Ossining Public Library. To register 
call 941-2416, ext. 327 or e-mail jtrapasso@
wlsmail.org.

AGRICULTURE: A Carbon-Free Diet: At 7:30 p.m. 
learn about food labeling, homesteading and re-
generative food systems at the Greenburgh Nature 
Center in Scarsdale. Program co-sponsored by the 
Sierra Club Lower Hudson Group. Call 723-3470 
or visit www.newyork.sierraclub.org/LHG.

FRAMEWORKS: Art on Film: At 7:30 p.m. The 
Impressionists and the Man Who Made Them 
will be screened at Jacob Burns Film Center in 
Pleasantville. Call 747-5555 or visit www.burns-
filmcenter.org

WIENER-DOG: At 8 p.m. this darkly comic film 
shot in Rockland County will be screened at the 
Nyack Center, Broadway at Depew. Call 845-353-
2568 or visit www.rivertownfilm.org.

Thursday 9
BOOK DISCUSSION: At 7 p.m. the Warner Library 
Book Group discusses The Kitchen House by 
Kathleen Grissom. Call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org.

Friday 10
COMEDY NIGHT: Lisa Lampanelli performs at 7 
p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-
0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

THINGS TO COME: At 7:30 p.m. Isabelle Huppert 

stars in this French film at the Irvington Town 
Hall Theater. Visit www.IrvingtonTheater.com.

LITERARY EVENING: At 7:30 p.m. poets Neil 
Shepard and Carolyn Hembree read from their 
newest collections at Hudson Valley Writers’ Cen-
ter in Sleepy Hollow. Call 332-5953 or visit www.
writerscenter.org.

Saturday 11
Y OPEN HOUSE: From 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. check out 
the new Y Fitness Center and 60+ group exercise 
classes at the Family YMCA in Tarrytown. Call 
418-5562 or visit www.ymcatarrytown.org.

LIFE WORKSHOP – ENVISIONING YOUR LIFE’S PUR-
POSE: At 11 a.m. at the Ossining Public Library. 
To register call 941-2416, ext. 327 or e-mail 
jtrapasso@wlsmail.org.

YOGA WORKSHOP: At 1:30 p.m. “Pranayama, 
Bandha, Mudra: The Power of the Breath” with 
Daniel Orlansky at Club Fit in Briarcliff Manor. 
Register at www.YTAYoga.com or call 582-7816 
for information.

AUTHOR VISIT: At 2 p.m. Lane Cobb reads from 
her book Heal Your Power, Heal Your Life – Es-
sential Healing Strategies for Women on the Rise 
at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-
7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org. 

PURIM SHPIEL-A-LONG: At 7 p.m. hear both a tra-
ditional and comical (Shpieler on the Roof) retell-
ing of the Purim story at Temple Beth Abraham 
in Tarrytown,. Call 631-1770 or e-mail adulted@
tba-ny.org.

Sunday 12
PURIM CARNIVAL: From 10 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. enjoy 
activities for children and adults and a magic 
performance by Joshy K at Greenburgh Hebrew 
Center in Dobbs Ferry. Call 693-4260 or visit 
www.g-h-c.org. 

PURIM STARS: At 10:15 a.m. participate in the 
family game show Brain Challenge and enjoy con-
cession stands, holiday food, megillah reading and 
more at Chabad House, 303 Broadway, Dobbs 
Ferry. Call 693-6100 or visit www.Chabadrt.org.

SLEEPY HOLLOW ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE: Start-
ing at 1:30 p.m. on Main St. in Tarrytown and 
marching north on Broadway to Beekman Ave. 
Visitwww.greatersleepyhollowtarrytown.com.

A YEAR WITH FROG AND TOAD: This musical about 
friendship is presented at 2 p.m. at the Tarrytown 
Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.
tarrytownmusichall.org.

POETRY READING: At 3 p.m. Poetry in the Round 
presents “War in the Time of Love” at the Irving-
ton Public Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.

Monday 13
THE YOUNG IRELANDERS: Best in Irish music, song 
and dance at the Westchester Broadway Theatre 
in Elmsford. Matinee and evening performances. 
Call 592-2222 or visit www.broadwaytheatre.com. 
Also matinee March 14.

Tuesday 14
“WORDS TO ACTION”, ANTI-BIAS WORKSHOP FOR 

by Robert Kimmel

With the fundraising effort for im-
proving accessibility to the Old Dutch 
Church in Sleepy Hollow having reached 
over $250,00, well on its way toward its 
$350,000 goal, ground breaking for the 
construction project will be held Wednes-
day, March 15. The church, built 332 
years ago, saw subsequent changes over 
the years in the road level at its frontage, 
which required construction of a stairway 
now described as being treacherous.                                                                                                                                    

The project is to make the church “ac-
cessible to all, the elderly, to the small-
est child, to the physically handicapped, 
whether members of the congregation, 
neighbors or visitors from near or far,” 

reads a fund-raising pamphlet.  The old 
steps will be replaced by a ramp that is 
described as creating “Level pathways 
from the front of the church through the 
Old North Gate and back to the church.” 
The size of the small entrance platform at 
the front of the building will be enlarged 
to double its present size to allow a “gath-
ering place as people exit the church.”  

The groundbreaking was originally 
scheduled for after Easter, but with the 
mild winter, it was moved earlier, and if 
the more placid weather holds up, the ac-
cess construction is expected to be com-
pleted before the end of June. Church 
authorities would like to have the con-
struction completed in time to have the 
Old Dutch Church available for its sum-

mer worship services, weddings, and visi-
tors. 

The fundraising effort got a major boost 
with a bequest of $157,000 from the es-
tate of Julia, Paul and John Vydarey, life-
long members of the Reformed Church 
of the Tarrytowns, which owns the Old 
Dutch Church.  The Old Dutch Church 
Fest last fall raised $25,000, and $69,000 
was pledged from a direct mail campaign, 
including $20,000 in matching funds 
from church member Jane Greenwood’s 
firm, Kostow, Greenwood Architects. 

Donations can be made online at www.
gofundme.com/odcaccessibilityproject 
or by checks made payable to “Friends of 
the Old Dutch Church,” (P.O. Box 382, 
Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591).

What’s Happening Check out the complete directory for March at www.thehudsonindependent.com

Sunday, March 5: Monsters, Inc., at 2 p.m. free family movie at the 
Tarrytown Music Hall.

Saturday, March 4:  
Film and Falafel, an  
Israeli dinner and screen-
ing of East Jerusalem, 
West Jerusalem at 
Temple Beth Abraham  
in Tarrytown.

Ground Breaking Set This Month for Old Dutch 
Church Project 
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COLLEGE-BOUND TEENS: At 6:30 p.m. presenta-
tion by Anti-Defamation League speakers at JCC 
on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or 
register at www.jcconthehudson.org.

Wednesday 15
JACKIE: Showing at 2 p.m. at the Warner Library 
in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warner-
library.org.

ALAN SKLAR READS HILLARDS CEREMONY: At 7 
p.m. at the Ossining Public Library. Call 941-
2416 or visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

$5 FILM SERIES: At 7 p.m. Ray, a film about Ray 
Charles, will be screened at the Tarrytown Music 
Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.tarrytown-
musichall.org.

Thursday 16
OSSINING DOCUMENTARY & DISCUSSION SERIES: At 
6:30 p.m. Makers: Women Who Make America 
will be screened at the Ossining Public Library, 
followed by a panel discussion. Visit www.os-
siningdocumentaries.org.

ZENTANGLE ART WORKSHOP: At 7 p.m. learn to 
create beautiful images from repetitive patterns 
with Jill Greenbaum at the Warner Library in 
Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit the Reference 
Desk to register.

THURSDAY EVENING BOOK CLUB: Meets at 7:30 
p.m. to discuss All the Birds in the Sky by Charlie 
Jane Anders at the Irvington Public Library. Call 
591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

CONCERT: The Southern Soul Assembly performs 
at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-
840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 18
PANCAKE BRUNCH: At 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11 
a.m. and 12:15 p.m. at Teatown Lake Reservation 
in Ossining. To register call 762-2912, ext. 110 or 
visit www.teatown.org.

YOGA FOR STRESS AND ANXIETY: At 11 a.m. for 
ages 12 and up with Leslie Kimmich Seery at the 
Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or 
visit the Reference Desk to register.

THE CAT IN THE HAT: At 2 p.m. Childsplay pres-
ents this adaptation of the Dr. Seuss book at the 
Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit 
www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

CONCERT: At 2:30 p.m. Kinny Landrum and Alan 
Bates play jazz favorites at the Warner Library in 
Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warnerli-
brary.org.

MOVIE MAVENS: At 7 p.m. Seven Minutes in 
Heaven will be shown at Temple Beth Abraham in 
Tarrytown, followed by a moderated discussion. 
Call 631-1770 or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org to 
RSVP.

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST: Presented at 7 p.m. by 
Clocktower Players Adult Troupe at the Irvington 
Town Hall Theater. Visit www.IrvingtonTheater.
com. Also March 19 & 26 at 2 p.m., March 24 
and 25 at 7 p.m.

Sunday 19
COUNTRY MUSIC CONCERT: At 2 p.m. the Twang-
town Paramours present an acoustic duo show 
at the Ossining Public Library. Call 941-2416 or 
visit www.twangtownparamours.com.

Monday 20
SEED STARTING WORKSHOP: At 7 p.m. Deb Taft 
of Mobius Farms launches the Warner Seed 
Library, a collection of flower, herb and vegetable 
seeds Library patrons can “check out” to grow in 
their home gardens. Call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org.

HISTORY BOOK GROUP: Meets at 7 p.m. to discuss 
Bellevue by David Oshinsky at the Warner Library 
in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warner-
library.org.

SELF-ESTEEM 123: At 7 p.m. let Rosemary 
Cobuzzi help you develop confidence and better 
social skills at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. 
Call 631-7734 or visit the Reference Desk to 
register.

Tuesday 21
MYSTERY BOOK CLUB: Meets at 3:30 p.m. to dis-
cuss Dark Harbor by Stuart Woods at the Warner 
Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org.

GAME BUILDING WITH SCRATCH: At 3:30 p.m. learn 
to make games and animations by working with 
“building blocks” at the Warner Library in Tar-
rytown. Space limited. Call 631-7734 or visit the 
Reference Desk to register.

TEEN YOGA: At 6:30 p.m. college-bound teens 
and parents learn about financial planning and 
how to manage stress at JCC on the Hudson in 
Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or register at www.
jcconthehudson.org.

Wednesday 22
ARRIVAL: Showing at 2 p.m. at the Warner Library 
in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warner-
library.org.

SPRING FILM SERIES: At 6:30 p.m. the Hitchcock 
film Rope will be shown at the Ossining Public 
Library. Call 941-2416 or visit www.ossininglib-
rary.org. 

Thursday 23
CASINO NIGHT: 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at EF 
International School in Tarrytown. Call 631-1705 
or register at www.greatersleepyhollowtarrytown.
com. 

GEORGIA O’KEEFFE: At 7 p.m. Susan Altman 
talks about the painter’s fascinating lifestyle and 
groundbreaking work at the Warner Library in 
Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warnerli-
brary.org.

BASICS OF BOOK COLLECTING: At 7 p.m. Tom 
Lecky, proprietor of Riverrun Bookstore in Hast-
ings, speaks at the Irvington Public Library. To 
register call 591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonli-
brary.org/adultp.htm. 

Friday 24
WOMEN’S CIRCLE: At 5:45 p.m. explore Jewish 
women’s issues at Temple Beth Abraham in Tar-
rytown. Call 631-1770 or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.
org to RSVP.

LITERARY EVENING: At 7:30 p.m. Sophie McManus 
and Erika Swyler read from their novels at Hudson 
Valley Writers’ Center in Sleepy Hollow. Call 332-
5953 or visit www.writerscenter.org.

Saturday 25
TALK SAVES LIVES: At 11 a.m. a presentation by 
Daryl Velez of The American Foundation for 

Suicide Prevention at the Warner Library in Tar-
rytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.
org.

THE ART & SCIENCE OF DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY: At 
11 a.m. join nature photographer Edward Michael 
Lach and learn how to better capture flora and 
fauna at Teatown Lake Reservation in Ossining. 
To register call 762-2912, ext. 110 or visit www.
teatown.org.

LIFE IN A VERNAL POOL: At 1 p.m. see where 
frogs and salamanders go to mate and lay eggs at 
Teatown Lake Reservation in Ossining. To register 
call 762-2912, ext. 110 or visit www.teatown.org.

A FOUR-DAY WEDDING IN INDIA: At 2 p.m. arm-
chair travel with Toni McKeen at the Irvington 
Public Library. Advance registration requested. 
Call 591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org/
adultp.htm.

SENSE THE WIND: At 2 p.m. film about four vi-
sion impaired individuals racing in Japan’s 2013 
Blind Sailing World Championship at the Warner 
Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 to register.

CULLERS CENTENNIAL: At 8 p.m. two films 
based on Carson McCullers’ short stories will be 
screened at the Nyack Center, Broadway at De-
pew, followed by a discussion with the directors. 
Call 845-353-2568 or visit www.rivertownfilm.
org.

CONCERT: 10,000 Maniacs perform at 8 p.m. at 
the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or 
visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Sunday 26
“THE RELIGION OF SPORTS”: At 11:30 a.m. 
Rabbi Holtz explores the similarities between two 
important American institutions at Temple Beth 
Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or go to 
Eventbrite for tickets.

FIDDLE CONCERT: At 2 p.m. Brian Conway ac-
companied by Brendan Doyle on piano plays Irish 
music at the Ossining Public Library. Call 941-
2416 or visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

AGING – A BAD RAP: At 2 p.m. Robert Bonvento 
presents this one-man show at the Tarrytown 
Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.tar-
rytownmusichall.org.

PIANO CONCERT: At 2:30 p.m. Robert Rachlin per-
forms the works of Lerner and Lowe at the Warner 
Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org.

ORGAN RECITAL: At 3 p.m. Jonathan Willliam 
Moyer plays a work by Petr Eben to celebrate the 
50th anniversary of Marc Chagall’s stained-glass 
windows at Union Church in Pocantico Hills. For 
reservations call 631-2069.

Monday 27
GUY DE MAUPASSANT: At 10 a.m. Sandra Smith 
explores his life and times in 19th century France 
as reflected in his short stories at JCC on the Hud-
son in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or visit www.
jcconthehudson.org.

BEADED EARRINGS WITH JOAN LLOYD: At 7 p.m. 
make a pair for yourself and a battered women’s 
shelter at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 
631-7734 to register.

Wednesday 29
FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS: Showing at 2 p.m. at 

92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTE9)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591

Phone# 332-0294
WWW.123WINEAVE.COM

Grape Expectations
WINE AND LIQUOR MERCHANT

15% OFF
YOUR NEXT

WINE PURCHASE
WITH THIS AD. CANNOT BE

COMBINED WITH OTHER
DISCOUNTS. SOME ITEMS ARE

EXCLUDED. NO MINIMUM OR
MAXIMUM.

Check out the complete directory for March at www.thehudsonindependent.com

Thursday, March 16: Ossining Documentary & Discussion Series: At 6:30 p.m. 
Makers: Women Who Make America will be screened at the Ossining Public Li-
brary, followed by a panel discussion. 

Thursday 23: 
Georgia O’Keeffe: At 7 p.m. 
Susan Altman talks about the 
painter’s fascinating lifestyle 
and groundbreaking work  
at the Warner Library in  
Tarrytown. 

Continued on page 22



Eugene Fiorella, 92
Eugene J. Fiorella, a resident of Sleepy 

Hollow died February 9. He was 92.
Born and raised in Sleepy Hollow, he at-

tended the public schools of the Tarrytowns. 
Upon graduation from North Tarrytown 
High School, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy 
to serve in World War II. He served as a Tor-
pedoman aboard the Destroyer USS Helm 
in the Pacific Theater from 1943 to the war’s 
end in 1945. During his tour of duty, among 
other notable operations, he took part in the 
rescue and recovery mission of the ill-fated 
USS Indianapolis from August 3 to 6, 1945, 
the Helm being one of the first two ships to 
sail into the recovery site.

In 1948, he married the former Nancy J. 
Scogna at Immaculate Conception Church, 
North Tarrytown. He worked at the P.R. 
Mallory plant on Elm Street in North Tar-
rytown until reenlisting in the Navy from 
1950 to 1952. After his discharge from 
the Navy, Mr. Fiorella was employed by 
the Scarsdale Fire Department where he 
worked until his retirement in 1988. Dur-
ing his time with SFD, he received several 
commendations for outstanding service and 
bravery in the line of duty.

Mr. Fiorella was an active member of his 
community. He was a volunteer firefighter 
for the Village of Sleepy Hollow with Union 
Hose Company for over 60 years and a 
member of the local VFW. In his retirement 
years, Eugene worked as a weekend volun-

teer on the USS Joseph P. Kennedy in Fall 
River, MA and was a volunteer tour guide 
at the USS Intrepid Museum in Manhat-
tan. He was an avid fisherman and outdoor 
sportsman who loved nature and instilled 
in his children the love of the sea. Through-
out his life, he was warm and kind and very 
funny. 

John Quick, 84
John Joseph Quick, a resident of Irving-

ton, died February 14. He was 84.
He was a life-long resident of Irvington 

and graduated from Irvington High School 
in 1950. On April 7, 1956, he married his 
wife of 51 years Monica Geoghegan Quick 
in a ceremony in White Plains. His life’s 
work was as a glazier and was a proud mem-
ber of the International Union of Painters 
and Allied Trades, Local 1087 until his re-
tirement in 1991.

In his retirement, Mr. Quick traveled 
often with Monica, and was able to visit 
many of the world’s great cities. He was an 
active parishioner of Immaculate Concep-
tion Church in Irvington and also served 
as an Irvington volunteer fireman and was 
a member of the Knights of Columbus, St. 
Elmo’s Council. 

Barbara Campbell, 77
Barbara Campbell, a lifelong resident of 

Tarrytown, died February 15. She was 77. 
She was born in Tarrytown on July 2, 

1939 to John Burhenne, Sr. and Ruth Jack-
son Burhenne. She was a graduate of Wash-
ington Irving High School. She had been a 
secretary for many years and most recently 
at WIHD in Valhalla.

Margaret Stein, 83
Margaret B. Stein, a resident of Tarrytown 

and Irvington, died February 18. She was 
83.

She was a longtime resident of Irvington 
for 33 years prior to moving to Tarrytown. 
She was an avid reader and enjoyed spend-
ing time with her many friends. She was a 
long-time member of Irvington Presby-
terian Church, where she was a highly in-
volved and beloved member of the church 
community. She had a fascination for family 

history and genealogy, and was a member of 
the Hudson River Patriots Chapter and the 
National Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution. Additionally, she was a member 
of the Irvington Historical Society and the 
Tarrytown Seniors.

She spent her career working for The 
Bank of New York and County Trust Bank 
of Westchester. After retiring, she worked 
locally as an administrator in a dentists’ of-
fice. True to form, she made strong connec-
tions where ever she went, and made close 
friends through all of her professional and 
recreational activities. A strong and endur-
ing spirit, she worked hard to make sure her 
family was always taken care of. She was a 
loving mother and grandmother, generous 
with hugs and eternally giving.
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Obituaries

finish Saturday in the competition which 
advances them to the next leg of the chal-
lenge. Competing students were charged 
with using Lego components to build small 
robots that could successfully complete a 
mission. Teams presented their research, ro-
bot design, and overall experience to judg-
es. The ultimate purpose of the program is 
to get young students excited about science 
and technology and teach them valuable 

employment and life skills.

Congratulations
 

Susan Vacca is a Nurse Practitioner at New 
York Presbyterian Hospital.  She has just 
completed her final defense for her PhD in 
nursing after having met with the Villanova 
nursing committee. As of January 27, she 
completed her doctorate degree in Nursing 
from Villanova University.

Any potential news items for Watercooler can 
be emailed to mroglier@yahoo.com

Continued from page 11

Watercooler



Anne Kenny
Scarborough

“My mom did a leg of lamb to 
perfection.”

Kathy Mackie
Irvington (Grew up in Tarrytown)

“The classic lasagne with  
pork and sausage ragu and  
mozzarella.”

Editorial

Letters
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by Alexa BrandenbergInquiring Photographer

“What is the Favorite Meal from Your Childhood?”

Claire Widman
Sleepy Hollow

“Chicken Parm, which is rare com-
ing from someone who is 100% 
Irish.”

Eveyln Patino
Sleepy Hollow

“My mom made a lot of cakes 
and desserts.  Orange cake was 
my favorite.”

Dylan Hume
Tarrytown

“It doesn’t get much better than 
spaghetti and Italian sausage.”

Seaman to Replace Kimmel as Editorial Board Chair
This month’s issue marks a milestone in 

the brief but vibrant history of The Hudson 
Independent: Bob Kimmel, chair of the pa-
per’s editorial board and its most prolific 
reporter, is retiring.

Bob helped shape the paper starting be-
fore its launch in February 2006. He was 
involved in every decision, from design to 
distribution to the annual Duck Derby, 
and there has not been an issue in 11 years 
that did not display his byline on at least 
one story and usually a handful. A stickler 
on balance and objectivity, he has written 
knowledgeably about politics and civic af-

fairs in the rivertowns. 
His journalistic skills were honed over 

several decades in broadcast news, both as 
a producer and an on-air correspondent 
for the American Forces Network, CBS, 
ABC affiliates, and Director of Network 
Radio News at NBC. He has also been 
a vice president for the PR firm, Hill & 
Knowlton and an adjunct professor of 
broadcast news at SUNY.

The good news, both for the paper’s staff 
and its readers, is that while he will step 
away from administrative responsibilities, 
he will continue to report and write. 

Assuming Bob’s duties as editorial board 
chair is Barrett Seaman, who has been 
writing for the paper since 2008. An Ir-
vington resident for three decades, Sea-
man spent 30 years as a correspondent and 
editor at TIME Magazine. He worked in 
five bureaus in the U.S. and overseas, was 
Senior White House Correspondent dur-
ing the Reagan administration and retired 
as the magazine’s Special Projects Editor in 
2001. He is also the author of two books. 
Seaman’s goal is to maintain the high jour-
nalistic standards the paper has achieved 
under Bob Kimmel’s leadership.

Many Questions Surround Closure of 
Indian Point Plants
To the Editor:

I want to congratulate you on your unbiased article regarding Indian Point. After 
reading your article I saw further back the “Inquiring Photographer” had asked five 
people their opinion of the closing, of which I thought only one person gave a thought-
ful answer. The first three wanted it closed as soon as possible and the fourth was more 
concerned about the eagles. As you wrote in your article the closing will harm multiple 
governments, school districts and the people that live in that area. Since Gov. Cuomo is 
so anxious to close the plant, shouldn’t the powers that be have a new source of electricity 
ready when the plant is shut down?

It brings to mind the movie 1776 when General Washington wrote to the Continental 
Congress, “Can anybody hear me? Does anybody care?”

John Kraft
Tarrytown 

Corrections 
The name of the creator of Social 

Action for 10591, Seth Dellon, was 
misspelled in the January edition of 
The Hudson Independent.

In the February issue, in a story 
about AppleMed Urgent Care, the 
name of its owner was misspelled.  
The correct spelling is Dr. Sundaram 
Ravikumar.

The Hudson Independent regrets the 
errors.
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the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 
or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

BUTTONS GALORE: At 3:30 p.m. teens can make 
buttons at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 
631-7734 to register.

Thursday 30
“NONSTOP PLANTS: A Garden for 365 Days”: 
Lecture by Margaret Roach at 7 p.m. at the Es-
terwood Mansion, 49 Clinton Ave., Dobbs Ferry. 
Call 589-5589 or visit www.GCIrvington.net. 

Friday 31
PETER AND THE STARCATCHER: Presented at 7 p.m. 
by Broadway Training Center Senior Ensemble 
at the Irvington Town Hall Theater. Visit www.
IrvingtonTheater.com. Also April 1 at 7 pm. & 
April 2 at 3 p.m.

LITERARY EVENING: At 7:30 p.m. poets Lynn 
McGee, Elaine Sexton & Matthew Thorburn 
read from their latest collections at Hudson Valley 
Writers’ Center in Sleepy Hollow. Call 332-5953 
or visit www.writerscenter.org.

Saturday, April 1
“MEMORIES OF PATSY”: At 7:30 p.m. the Patsy 
Cline Tribute Show comes to the Tarrytown Music 
Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.tarrytown-
musichall.org.

Ongoing
WESTCHESTER JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL: March 16 
-April 2 at Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasant-
ville. Call 747-5555 or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.
org.

PROJECT FEEDER WATCH: At 10 a.m. on Sundays 
and Mondays, children ages 7+ join a naturalist 
for bird watching and brushing up on local bird 
identification at the Greenburgh Nature Center in 
Scarsdale. Call 723-3470 or visit www.green-
burghnaturecenter.org.

THE BIKINIS: Through March 19 at the Westches-
ter Broadway Theatre in Elmsford. Dinner at 6:15 
p.m. & show at 8 p.m. Call 592-2222 or visit 
www.broadwaytheatre.com.

HISTORY OF OPERA: Presentation of operatic 
ensembles by Susan Grunthal from 3 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. on six Thursdays starting March 16 at the 
Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or 
visit the Reference Desk to register.

LITERACY VOLUNTEER TUTOR TRAINING WORK-
SHOPS: Five Saturdays from 9 a.m. – noon and one 
Sunday from 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. starting March 25 at 
the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 488-4250.

MAMMA MIA: March 23-June 25 at the Westches-
ter Broadway Theatre in Elmsford. Dinner at 6:15 
p.m. & show at 8 p.m. Call 592-2222 or visit 
www.broadwaytheatre.com.

SADDLE UP SATURDAYS WITH JONATHAN DEMME: 
Through March 25 at Jacob Burns Film Center 
in Pleasantville. Call 747-5555 or visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org

MURAL WORKSHOP: At 3:30 p.m. Wednesdays 
through April 5 for pairs of youngsters and adults 
at the Ossining Public Library. To register call 
941-2416, ext. 317 or e-mail llevine@wlsmail.org.

EXHIBIT: “Wild Africa”, acrylic paintings by 
Ardeth Schuyler on display at the Irvington Public 
Library. Reception March 11 at 2 p.m. Call 591-
7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

EXHIBITS: Photography of Sleepy Hollow 
Cemetery and Old Dutch Burying Ground by 
Karen Ringen Fraser and paintings of still life and 
suburban landscape by Clara Shen at the Warner 
Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org.

EXHIBITS: Paintings by Jane Gordon & Rose Ann 
Kimmel, and art by the Ossining Girl Scouts at 
the Ossining Public Library. Reception March 4 
from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. for Gordon & Kimmel. Call 
941-2416 or visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

GORDON PARKS: Back to Fort Scott: New 
exhibition through April 1 at the Gordon Parks 
Foundation, 48 Wheeler Ave., Pleasantville. Call 
238-2619 or visit www.gordonparksfoundation.
org. 

IRVINGTON RUNNING MEETUP: Group meets 
multiple times per week to keep fit, keep in touch 
and have fun. Beginning runners always welcome. 
Visit www.meetup.com/Irvington-running-
Meetup/. 

STONE BARNS’ CENTER FOR FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE IN POCANTICO HILLS: Open Wed. – Sun. 
from 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Produce, meat and eggs 
available in Farm Store. Call 366-6200 or visit 
www.stonebarnscenter.org.

MAH JONGG: Mondays at 1 p.m. at Temple Beth 
Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or e-mail 
adulted@tba-ny.org to ensure there are enough 
players for a game.

MEN’S CLUB: Meets every Wednesday at 9:45 a.m. 
at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Meetings 
have varied speakers and are open to the public 
free of charge. Call 366-7898 or visit www.jccon-
thehudson.org.

TORAH STUDY: Rabbi Holtz leads a class Wednes-
days at 10 a.m. at Temple Beth Abraham in 
Tarrytown. No previous knowledge required. Call 
631-1770 or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org.

CHESS CLUB: The Warner Library Chess Club 
meets on the second, third and fourth Thursday of 
the month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. Call 631-
7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

HEALTHY LIFE SERIES: Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center in Sleepy Hollow offers the community a 
wide range of programs on health-related subjects 
as well as health screenings and support groups. 
Visit www.phelpshospital.org.

FILMS FOR CHILDREN: Weekends at noon at the 
Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville. Call 
747-5555 or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS AT THE LIBRARIES: Stories, 
rhymes, crafts and songs for children of various 
ages at Tarrytown’s Warner Library and Irvington 
Public Library. For Warner, call 631-7734 or visit 
www.warnerlibrary.org. For Irvington, call 591-
7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

Continued from page 19
HappeningsMajor André

secretly weakened West Point. Documents 
to assist a British attack were hidden in An-
dré’s boot. If André had reached New York 
City, the British may have gained control 
of the Hudson River, split the colonies 
physically and economically, and possibly 
changed the course of the War. It’s not sur-
prising that the three young captors earned 
the gratitude of the Continental Congress, 
and a statue in Patriot’s Park. It’s remark-
able, though, that a spy has captivated his 
enemies for over 230 years.

The rules of patriotism dictate that 
Americans hate André. Not so. “First of 
all, my little heart just popped out of my 
chest when you said his name,” shared 
Dawn O’Creene, one of many who visit 
the Historical Society in search of André. 
O’Creene’s interest was piqued by a scene 
in TURN when André treated Abigail, an 
enslaved woman, as an equal. “I thought, 
‘I’ve got to keep an eye on this guy.’” 

Professionals agree. Historian Roberta 
DeCenzo observed, “André got the short 
end of the stick. He was too honest.” De-
Cenzo continued, “André is asked whether 
he had a flag of truce, which would have 
qualified him as a prisoner of war. He re-
sponds that if he had one, he would have 
‘left the same way I came.’ Here’s a guy 
who has everything to lose and could have 
just said, ‘Yeah. I had one. I lost it.’” An 
honest spy? David Neilsen, local storyteller, 

author, and actor who portrays André in a 
one-man show, explained, “He didn’t think 
he was doing anything wrong. He was do-
ing his orders for the purpose of state, and 
he happened to be caught by the other 
side.” 

Arnold persuaded André to travel in ci-
vilian clothes, sealing his fate as a spy. But a 
beloved spy. The CIA’s file on André quotes 
Lafayette in the Board of Inquiry saying, 
“All the court ... were filled with sentiments 
of admiration and compassion for him. He 
behaved with so much frankness, courage 
and delicacy that I could not help lament-
ing his unhappy fate. This was one of the 
most painful duties I ever had to perform.” 

Sara Mascia, Executive Director of The 
Historical Society, explained André’s ongo-
ing attraction. “You’ve got the traitor. The 
young spy. The wife who may or may not 
have been involved with both of them. Ar-
nold skipped, and André was left holding 
the bag. It’s a dramatic story with a lot of 
romanticism.” O’Creene likens André to 
a “military Snow White. Everywhere he 
went, a trail of people admired him.” 

One of those admirers, Alexander Ham-
ilton, wrote “Never, perhaps, did a man 
suffer death with more justice, or deserve it 
less.”  Upon seeing the waiting gallows and 
realizing that he was to be hanged as a spy 
and denied a “professional death” by firing 
squad, Hamilton quoted André saying, “it 
will be but a momentary pang.“ Hamilton 
describes, “… a composure that excited the 
admiration and melted the hearts of the 
beholders… in the midst of his enemies he 
died universally regretted and universally 
esteemed.” 

The three young militiamen became 
heroes. Arnold became infamous. André 
failed as a spy, but succeeded in humaniz-
ing the enemy in a civil war. As DeCenzo 
said, “War is ugly no matter how you put 
it. But sometimes the idea of wrong is just 
a matter of perspective.”

“You’ve got the traitor. The young 
spy. The wife who may or may not 

have been involved with both of them. 
Arnold skipped, and André was left 

holding the bag. It’s a dramatic story 
with a lot of romanticism.” 

—Sara Mascia,  
Historical Society Director

Continued from page 16
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by Robert Kimmel 

For the 10th consecutive year, the Rota-
ry Club of the Tarrytowns and the Family 
YMCA are collaborating to produce a day 
packed with fun and excitement at Patriot’s 
Park. Th e YMCA’s Healthy Kids Day and 
the Rotary’s annual Duck Derby are sched-
uled for Saturday, April 29.

Healthy Kids Day activities begin at 11 
a.m., and they will include rides, live mu-
sic, “Y” dancers, sports and carnival games 
among the other happenings. Th ere will 
be food vendors and information available 
about healthy living. 

Th e fi rst Duck Derby gets underway at 
11:30 a.m. Andre Brook serves as the wa-
terway for eight races, with the Grand Fi-
nal Race at 2:45 p.m. culminating with a 
$1,500 prize for the adopter of the winning 
rubber ducky. Th e fi nal race includes win-
ners of the prior fi ve regular race heats. As 
many as 1,700 ducks have competed in past 
Derbies. 

Th is year’s Duck Derby is dedicated to 
Gerry Barbelet. who passed away this past 
June at the age of 71. Barbelet was a lifelong 
resident of Tarrytown and former Village 
Treasurer. He had been honored recently by 
the Rotary with an award given to members 
who exemplify the Rotary motto of “Service 
above self.” Barbelet was also a Life Active 

member, and served as president of Tarry-
town Fire Department’s Conqueror Hook 
and Ladder Company # 1, among his other 
community activities. 

Ducky adoptions are now available and 
will continue to be so right up through the 
periods between the race heats at Patriot’s 
Park. Applications for earlier adoptions are 
obtainable on the Rotary’s website, 
which accepts credit cards. 
Th ey may also be obtained 
by calling Mimi Godwin 
at (914) 631-0675. A 
single ducky adoption is 
$10. For a better chance 
to win, a “Six-Quack” 
is $50. Th ose who re-
ally want to increase their 
odds of winning can adopt 
a “Tub-of-Ducks,” 13 in all, 
for $100.    

A special “50/50 race” dedicated to Bar-
belet and the Derby’s 10th Anniversary will 
be added to this year’s event. Th at race will 
be limited to only 10 rubber ducks com-
peting, and they are available for adop-
tion at $200 each. Th e winner is expected 
to receive $1,000, and the other $1,000 
proceeds from that race will go toward the 
restoration of the Fire Department’s 2001 
Hope Hose Company No. 1 pumper truck. 
Th at Tarrytown Fire Company has been 

instrumental each year in maintaining a 
strong water fl ow in Andre Brook to keep 
the Derby Ducks moving.  

Rotarians Godwin and JoAnne Murray, 
who have been organizing a decade of races, 
will be promoting this year’s Derby with 
appearances again as costumed ducks at 
various places and times in the community, 

including in the Sleepy Hollow-Tar-
rytown St. Patrick’s Day parade, 

scheduled for Sunday after-
noon, March 12.  

Revenue from the Duck 
Derby goes toward sup-
porting the various grants 
and scholarships the Ro-
tary Club awards annu-

ally.
A tutorial on soccer skills, 

as well as participation in soc-
cer competitions, are included 

within the Y’s Healthy Kids Day’s schedule. 
Th e youngest children can partake in kid-
die rides. While there are many free events 
and activities scheduled, the children’s rides 
require the purchase of a $10 bracelet that 
may be purchased at the Y beginning next 
month or on location, and which is good 
for the entire day.   

For energetic youngsters, there will a 
climbing wall. A line-up of youth bands 
and soloists are set to provide the music. 

Girl Scouts return to do the face painting 
popular in past years. 

In addition to the entertaining and sports 
events, Healthy Kids Day will include 
“many informative and craft tables,” accord-
ing to Barbara Turk, a Vice President of the 
Y. Th ey will embrace healthcare, dentists, 
insurance, orthodontics, nutrition, as well 
as Philipsburg Manor, and include “a realm 
of non- profi t organizations.” 

A good number of food vendors are re-
turning, including Jimmy’s Softserve, off er-
ing frozen yogurt, popular at the event.   

Both the Rotary and YMCA depend 
upon sponsorship contributions to stage 
their events. As of this reporting, the Y’s 
presenting sponsor is Phelps Memorial 
Hospital, and its Event Sponsors are Stop & 
Shop and MVP Healthcare. Ride Sponsors 
include EF School International and Kohl’s. 

Th e Rotary’s Duck Derby Presenting 
Sponsors are Open Door and Phelps Hos-
pital. Gold Sponsors include Tompkins 
Mahopac Bank, Sam’s Club and Th e Hud-
son Independent.  Silver sponsors are  Tar-
rytown Honda, On Track, Allan Block In-
surance. Bronze Sponsors are DoubleTree 
Hotel, Marriott Hotel, Eileen Fisher, At-
lantic Copy Machines, Antonio Cabinetry, 
Kendal on Hudson, Joseph Goscilo DDS, 
Harold Gross Financial, and Legends Wil-
liam Raveis.

Rotary’s Duck Derby and YMCA’s Healthy Kids Day Join 
Forces for 10th Time




