
by Robert Kimmel 

Among the various proposals 
to emerge from the Tarrytown 
Train Station Area Study, the 
relocation of a good segment 
of commuter parking from the 
west side of the railroad tracks 
to the east side of the Metro 
North tracks appears to have 
gained a consensus within the 
project.            

Th e village-owned parking 
lots on the waterfront side of 
the tracks are targeted in the 
Strategic Plan developed for the study. It asserts, “While providing necessary commuter 
parking, stand-alone surface parking is not the most desirable use for this environmen-
tally and economically valuable land and contributes to traffi  c on the H-bridge.” It rec-
ommends that, “Existing surface parking could be relocated from lots west of the tracks 
to well-designed, mixed-use structures east of the tracks.” 

Following the course of the Strategic Plan conceived in 2014, the associated Tarrytown 
Economic Development Study (TEDS) also calls for 
“Assessing the feasibility of moving parking from the 
west side of the tracks to the east side of the tracks.”                  

Th ree proposed concepts for Tarrytown’s waterfront 
that have been developed by the consultants working 
with the village’s team studying ways to transform the 
area all call for reducing commuter parking on the 
tracks’ west side.

A “Park Concept” describes the waterfront as “...
primarily a destination for recreation and culture.”  
Included with that space would be “active and pas-
sive parkland, a two-story anchor institution such as 
a cultural or environmental educational center. Th ere 
might also be “limited restaurant or retail included... 
to support these uses.” Th e existing tennis and basket-
ball courts would remain as they are now. Th e plan 
would relocate “half of the existing commuter parking 
to the east of the railroad tracks.” 

Th e “Neighborhood Concept” would include pub-
lic open space, while being “primarily a residential 
area.  Housing is provided within three and four-story 
buildings north of the Tarrytown Boat Club in order 
to protect the views from Main Street,” the report 
noted. Th ey could include 115 housing units.  Some 
ground surface commuter parking would remain and 
some could be provided on the ground fl oor of the 
residential buildings. “A little less than half of the 
commuter parking would move to the east side of the 
railroad tracks.”   
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By W.B. King   

Days before Christmas, a group of local 
residents gathered at Th e Oath on Tarry-
town’s Main Street. Th ese virtual Facebook 
friends came together, in part, to combat 
President-elect Donald Trump’s proposed 
political agenda, including the possible de-
portation of undocumented immigrants. 

“Th e meeting was less anti-Trump and 
more pro-diversity and culture,” said Tarry-
town resident Seth Dillion, 32, who start-
ed the Facebook group “Social Action for 
10591” shortly after the presidential elec-
tion. Th e group has roughly 150 members, 
19 of which attended the inaugural meeting. 

“Th e group is inclusive and a safe place. 
Th e focus of the fi rst meeting was to deter-
mine our common goals. Th e most logical 
place to start is the large immigrant popu-
lation in Sleepy Hollow and Tarrytown,” 
said Dillion, whose day job is co-publisher 
of Foreword Magazine. “We want them to 
know that we are here and that we support 
them.” 

Dillion related that while he always “fan-
cied” himself a liberal person, he wasn’t al-
ways politically active. Th is year’s election, 
however, stirred something inside of him. 

“Th is is my fi rst venture in trying to be an 
activist,” said Dillion, who is married and a 
father.  

A Message of Inclusion

Among meeting attendees was Daniel 
Convissor, 48, who lives in Sleepy Hollow 
with his wife and two children. 

“Th ere was a broad array of issues brought 
up at the meeting. A lot of the discussion 
was focused on solidarity work and making 
all people feel welcome in the rivertowns,” 
he explained. 

“We have a huge Ecuadorian and Latin 
community here,” he continued. “We don’t 
want to see mass deportations. I don’t think 
that is going to happen, but we really don’t 
know what will happen (under a Trump 
presidency).”  

While Social Action for 10591 demo-
graphics varies in both age and race, Dillion 
conceded that the meeting was attended 
mostly by Caucasian men and women. He 
is sensitive to undocumented residents who 
may be wary of being in the public eye. 

“Th ere weren’t representatives from the 
Latin community, which is a red fl ag for us,” 

Helping Children 
in Need 

Irvington Middle School 
students, teachers, 
staff and administrators 
collected 561 toys that 
were donated to chil-
dren in need through the 
Open Door Family Medi-
cal Center in Sleepy 
Hollow. The annual toy 
drive was organized by 
the Spanish Club and 
far surpassed last year’s 
record by 100 gifts.
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Continued on page 2

Local Group Calls for Dialogue 
on Trump Immigration Platform

Village-owned parking lots on waterfront are 
targeted in Strategic Plan.

—Photo by: Robert Kimmel

Tarrytown Train Station Study 
Targets Parking on West Side 
of Metro North Rail Tracks
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A “Waterfront Destination Concept” is 
described as, “designed to attract both resi-
dents and visitors.”  Among the inclusions 
within this mixed-use development would 
be a “combination of three and four- story 
buildings, with restaurants and retail es-
tablishments,” with residential units above 
them, as well as a  “boutique hotel, and 
cultural institution, recreation and open 
space.” There would also be a “prominent  
waterfront landing/gateway to the Hudson 
River.” The basketball court would be relo-
cated “to provide public access to the riv-
erfront promenade...across the tracks from 
the Village Hall.” The concept provides for 

enhancement of the Washington Irving 
and Tarrytown Boat clubs, as destinations, 
and relocates  all commuter parking to the 
east side of the tracks.     

While the plan emphasizes that the three 
concepts are proposals designed to explore 
the different ways the area can be devel-
oped, it states that “all are compatible with 
the broader vision of a walkable, people-
friendly community with clear connec-
tions to downtown.” Their purpose is to 
“illustrate and understand the general vi-
sual, traffic and fiscal implications of dif-
ferent land use choices.”  

At the forefront of the Station Area 

Study is a Steering Committee appointed 
by the Tarrytown Board of Trustees and 
composed of members of the Village Plan-
ning Board, village officials, a trustee, a 
county planning official, and resident vol-
unteers. It employed Collaborative Plan-
ning Studio, led by Melissa Kaplan-Mac-
ey, to help create the Strategic Plan, and 
consultant Kevin Dwarka LLC, to take on 
the Tarrytown Economic Development 
Study. The latter study “recommends ways 
that Tarrytown can advance village-wide 
economic development as it plans for the 

future of the station area and waterfront.”  
It states that, “Future development in this 
area should relate to and complement ex-
isting uses and connect with Downtown.”

In its continuing efforts to maintain 
transparency, the Steering Committee an-
nounced it is inviting the public to a meet-
ing, January 5 at 7 p.m. at Village Hall, to 
present work completed and to outline the 
next steps. Members of the committee and 
trustees would be present to discuss plans, 
the next steps, and answer questions as 

Continued from page 1

Station Area Study

said Dillion. “Our community is diverse, 
but our meeting wasn’t particularly diverse. 
If we are not representing a cross-section of 
the community, we will probably not ac-
complish our goal of being advocates for 
everybody.” 

In an effort to broaden the group’s reach, 
Convissor said group members may reach 
out to Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow board 
trustees. Communication on all levels is re-
quired, he said.

“I encourage people in Sleepy Hollow 
and Tarrytown to hook up with our group 

or join the other local groups that are also 
doing what we are doing,” said Convissor. 
“The idea is to get together with like-mind-
ed people for positive change.”

Dillion is encouraged by the group’s first 
meeting and the momentum on the Face-
book page. The group, he said, is still in the 
beginning stages of “connecting dots” and 
formulating a structure. 

“We are going to try and meet twice a 
month. One for planning and one for so-
cialization,” added Dillion, who noted that 
The Oath’s management was supportive and 
welcoming. “One of the issues that came up 
at the meeting is that people are looking for 
like-minded new friends.”  

Continued from page 1

Immigration Dialogue

Continued on page 7
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by Barrett Seaman  

Saturninus, the freed slave who rose to be 
a senior tax collector for the Roman Em-
peror Claudius, would surely have been 
surprised at the ride his tombstone took 
after his passing in the mid-first century 
AD. Commissioned as the receptacle for his 
ashes by his wife Flavia, the monument—
or “cippus”—was impressive enough to 
eventually earn a spot in the art collection 
of the fabulously wealthy Borghese family, 
to be kept in their eponymous Roman villa 
until 1893. That year, it was purchased by 
the widow of the fabulously wealthy Ameri-
can Josiah Macy, partner of (the fabulously 
wealthy) John D. Rockefeller, founder of 
Standard Oil.

Widow Macy displayed Saturninus’ cip-
pus in “Greystone Castle,” the mansion left 
to her by her husband on a Hudson River 
hilltop near the border between Irvington 
and Tarrytown. Greystone Castle was itself 
part of a string of many similarly fabulous 
mansions built during the Gilded Age and 
known as “Millionaires’ Row.” Among 
these grand estates was Jay Gould’s Lynd-
hurst Castle (across Broadway) and the 
Rockefeller estate, Kykuit up the road in 
Pocantico Hills. 

But then in 1976, Greystone Castle burnt 
to the ground, leaving only the parts made 
of stone (including Saturninus’ cippus) as 
scattered rubble. 

There it remained until this past fall, 
when a construction crew working for de-
veloper Andy Todd literally hit upon it with 
an earthmover. With its bas-relief carving 
and neat Latin inscription, this was clearly 

more than a piece of stone masonry. But 
what exactly?

To find out, Todd did the obvious: he 
Googled it. One site led to another and 
eventually to the Metropolitan Museum of 

Art and its curator of Roman 
Art, Christopher Lightfoot. 
Naturally, Lightfoot turned to 
the CIL, or “Corpus Inscrip-
tionum Latinarum,” the bible 
of Latin antiquity, through 
which he was able to identify 

the piece and trace it from Villa Borghese 
up through its trans-Atlantic trip to Irving-
ton. 

Todd and his crew, meanwhile, returned 
to their digging: part of a grand plan to rec-
reate the Gilded Age feeling in 21 homes, 
built on two-to-five acre sites and selling for 
$4 million to $15 million each. In an effort 
to revive the look and feel of the Gilded Age, 
Todd is calling the complex “Greystone on 
Hudson.”

Three of the 21 have already sold. The 
house going up on the original site of 
Greystone Castle, with a current ad-
dress of Six Carriage Trail, is priced at 
$12,988,800 (let’s say $13 million with 
closing costs). When completed later 
this year, it will feature nine bedrooms, 
11 full baths, two kitchens, two laun-
dry rooms and an indoor basketball 
court—all tucked into 18,359 square 
feet of finished floor space. “All of the 
architecture is based on Gilded Age ar-
chitecture,” said Todd, while also not-
ing modern features, like geothermal 
temperature control, “smart” home 
technology and the basketball court.

Saturninus will not be there to bask 
in all this, however. Todd has loaned 
the cippus to Christopher Lightfoot’s 
collection of Roman antiquities at the 

Metropolitan Museum, where thousands of 
visitors will get to see it over the next three 
years. 

A Bit of Old Rome on the Hudson Unearthed in Irvington

Left: Saturninus’s cippus at 
the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art. Right: A view from the 
side.

Photos courtesy of G
reystone on H

udson
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by Rick Pezzullo

The New NY Bridge, which will replace 
the 61-year-old Tappan Zee Bridge, is on 
schedule to be completed in 2018 and 
within the allotted $3.98 billion budget.

Governor Andrew Cuomo joined other 
regional elected representatives last month 
in making the announcement as the com-
pletion of the eight main span towers for 
the new structure was also celebrated.

“This is one of the largest projects ever 
undertaken by the State of New York,” 
Cuomo said. “The new bridge will be built 
for the ages and strengthen our region’s in-
frastructure for generations to come.”

To date, more than 6,300 people have 
contributed to the construction of the 
3.1-mile bridge, which will include eight 
general traffic lanes, four breakdown and 
emergency lanes, space for future bus rapid 
transit and commuter rail, a bicycle and 
walking path with six viewing areas, energy 
efficient LED lighting and cashless tolling. 
The bridge is being built to last 100 years 

without needing major repairs.
“The New NY Bridge is an exceptional 

engineering marvel that continues New 
York’s legacy of building extraordinary 
transportation networks,” said New NY 
Bridge Project Director Jamey Barbas.

“We are making incredible progress on 
one of the largest and safest construction 
projects in the country,” said Tappan Zee 
Constructors President and Project Execu-
tive Terry Towle. “This is an exceptionally 
challenging project. Everything is being 
done on a huge scale, under extreme con-
ditions, and on tight timeframes. Together 

we are building an iconic bridge that will 
serve this community for generations.”

Besides the eight main span towers, 90 
percent of support structures on the proj-
ect are installed, including the fabrication 
and placement of 126 steel girders sec-
tions. In addition, 3,000 roadway panels 

New NY Bridge Within Budget; on Schedule to Open in 2018

Governor Andrew Cuomo was joined by other area officials, including State Senator 
Andrea Stewart Cousins (left), at ceremony last month to mark several construction 
milestones.

Continued on page 8



 by Robert Kimmel

Beginning this month, Tarrytown is no 
longer evaluating properties for tax pur-
poses. It eliminated its regular assessment 
responsibilities and turned them over to 
the Town of Greenburgh. The five other 
villages in the town had already taken simi-
lar actions.

Following a public hearing in November, 
the Board of Trustees passed legislation to 
voluntarily terminate the village’s status 
as an assessing unit. Had there been peti-
tions concerning the action from the pub-
lic within a month, the change could have 
been put to a referendum, but that had not 
happened. Village taxes will be based upon 
the town’s property evaluations.

“With Greenburgh having gone through 
the recent reevaluation and reassessment, 
the town’s property rolls are much more ac-
curate than the old village’s evaluation since 
we had not gone through a reassessment 
process in a good while,” Village Admin-
istrator Mike Blau explained. Tarrytown 
last went through a full reassessment in the 
mid-50s.

“Obviously, since the town had just gone 
through this process, anyone whose prop-
erty evaluation went down as part of that 
reassessment, could come into the village 
and say, ‘Here is an accurate assessment, 
you need to reduce my assessment, and sec-
ondly, you need to pay me back additional 

dollars, for the assessments’ differences’,” 
Blau told this newspaper. Tax payments, of 
course, will continue to go to the villages.

Assessor Robert Wheatley’s part-time po-
sition paying $12,000 annually was abol-
ished at the end of December. Blau noted 
that assessment administrative costs were 
not the primary motivation for the action. 
In addition to having a part-time assessor, 
the village has paid tax certiorari attorneys, 
who deal with property assessment appeals, 
upwards of $60,000 annually for their 
work.

“We won’t be spending that kind of 
money on attorneys,” Blau said. However, 
some of those payments will continue, as 
he stated, “...because there are some mat-
ters where we want our tax certiorari attor-
ney to be in meetings to speak on behalf of 
the village.”

The Village of Irvington started using the 
town’s tax rolls in 2011, before the reas-
sessment, and the Village of Ardsley made 
the same move that year. It was noted by 
trustees at their November meeting that, 
since the reassessment, both Hastings and 
Dobbs Ferry have taken similar action to 
use the town’s tax rolls, as has Elmsford. 
School taxes are also based on the town’s 
assessment.

Tarrytown formerly had annual “Griev-
ance Days” when real property owners 
could bring their appeals before the village 
assessor; however, they will no longer take 

place. Grievances appealing assessments 
must now be filed within the June 1 to 
June 20 time frame directly to the Town of 
Greenburgh’s assessor’s office. The tentative 
assessment roll will be available June 1. The 
deadline for filing new or renewed exemp-
tions is May 1. A final tax roll will be filed 
September 15.

Greenburgh Assessor Edye McCarthy 
described the villages’ actions as making 

it “less complicated for property owners. 
They don’t have to deal with two assess-
ing authorities, just one,” she said. There is 
no need for dual applications for reassess-
ments or adjustments. It will result in “only 
slightly more work” for her office, said Mc-
Carthy who, added that, “We have good 
lines of communication with the villages 
and they’ll improve.”
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Village of Tarrytown Ends Status as Property Assessor 

Governor Andrew Cuomo was joined by other area officials, including State Senator 
Andrea Stewart Cousins (left), at ceremony last month to mark several construction 
milestones.

Holiday lights gave the lighthouse in Sleepy Hollow a different look in December.
—Photo by David Rocco

Continued on page 8



By Rick Pezzullo

Last month, several elected offi  cials and 
students from Pace University’s Environ-
mental Policy Clinic called on the U.S. 
Coast Guard to scrap plans to create 43 
new anchorages in 10 locations along the 
Hudson River after it was revealed the fed-
eral agency allegedly violated its own pro-
tocol.

At a frigid press conference at Kingsland 
Point Park in Sleepy Hollow on Decem-
ber 5, Westchester County Executive Rob 
Astorino, state senators Terrence Murphy 
(R/Yorktown), David Carlucci (D/Clark-
stown) and Sue Serino (R/Hyde Park), pro-
fessor John Cronin from Pace University 
and students from the Pace Environmental 
Policy Clinic charged the Coast Guard was 
circumventing its own procedures to ben-
efi t the shipping industry with anchorages 
for oil barges from Yonkers to Kingston.

“Th is is not about politics. It is about do-
ing the right thing for the people who live 
in the Hudson Valley,” said Murphy, who 
also asked the Coast Guard to extend the 
public comment period beyond December 
6. Murphy’s district extends into Sleepy 
Hollow.

“We’re here to collectively and loudly 
tell the Coast Guard we’re not here to turn 
back decades of progress on the Hudson 
River,” Carlucci said. “We’re not going to 
stop while our Hudson River is in jeopar-
dy. Together we will make sure we protect 
the integrity of the Hudson River.”

On December 5, students from Pace sent 
a petition to Coast Guard Admiral Paul 
Zukunft demanding the immediate with-
drawal of the proposal based on research 
they had done on the Coast Guard’s July 
2015 “Waterways Management Anchor-
age Management Tactics, Techniques and 
Procedures.”

Th e students contended, prior to pub-

lishing the proposal in the federal regis-
ter in June, the Coast Guard should have 
completed two major studies, addressing 
river hazards and impacts, conducted pub-
lic sessions with mariners, environmental 
groups and government, and provided all 
members of the public the opportunity to 
change the plan.

“How amazing is it that it took students 
from Pace University to shame and embar-
rass (the federal government)?” Astorino 
remarked. “Th e process has been trampled 
on. Voices need to be heard in the process 
that are trying to be stymied by the federal 
government.”

Murphy, Carlucci and Serino held an 
informal public hearing in Croton in Oc-
tober. Coast Guard offi  cials, who never 
offi  cially notifi ed municipalities or gov-
ernment leaders about the proposal, have 
stated they plan to hold public hearings in 
the spring.

“Th e Coast Guard essentially has been 

running a covert process in plain sight,” 
Cronin said. “What they told us by fi ling 
this proposal is they were kicking off  the 
process. In fact, by fi ling this notice they 
skipped over the process and insulated 
themselves from public comment. Th ey 
made it impossible for anyone to respond 
and they knew it.”

In August, the Maritime Association of 
the Port of NY/NJ issued a letter of sup-
port to the Coast Guard for the anchorages 
plan, with Executive Director Edward Kel-

ly stating, “Th e establishment of necessary 
federally designated anchorage areas in the 
Hudson River…will serve to provide criti-
cal infrastructure which is vital to the safe, 
secure and effi  cient transport of people and 
goods in the Hudson River.”

“Additionally, it is well recognized that 
the marine transportation mode: Is the 
cleanest and most environmentally friend-
ly; Is the most fuel effi  cient; Requires 
minimal Infrastructure; Reduces roadway 
congestion and wear/tear, thus reducing 
the need for public infrastructure expen-
ditures; Reduces emissions (air and water); 
Eliminates over 3.1 million truck trips in 
NYC annually,” Kelly stated.

“Th ere currently are no formal anchor-
ages on the Hudson River. Th e Hudson 
River requires suffi  cient anchorages to en-
sure navigational safety by allowing vessels 
designated areas in which to anchor when 
weather, visibility restrictions, emergen-
cies, security requirements, and/or seasonal 
conditions constrict the ability to proceed 
safely,” Kelly continued. “Th e proposed an-
chorages have been promulgated, discussed 
and agreed among the major commercial 
users of the waterway. Th e Hudson River 
has been a highly utilized commercial wa-
terway for centuries. Any development 
along the river has been relatively recent. 
If one moves next to an airport, one should 
expect to experience a certain modicum of 
air traffi  c and noise.”

Offi  cials Call for Barge Plan in Hudson to be Scrapped
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Pace University professor John Cronin, fl anked by Pace students and elected offi -
cials, spoke during a press conference at Kingsland Point Park in Sleepy Hollow. 

— Photo by Rick Pezzullo

by Rick Pezzullo

A former police offi  cer and resident of 
Sleepy Hollow was sentenced to eight 
years in prison last month for selling a 
so-called date rape drug through the In-
ternet from his home.

Robert Smutek, 53, who ironically 
was a member of a drug task force while 
working as a cop in Dutchess County, 
was held responsible during his sen-
tencing in White Plains for distributing 
200,000 bottles of Potion 9, described 
as a “mood enhancer” between 2009 and 

2014 and ordered to forfeit $1.2 million 
in proceeds.

“Smutek, a former police offi  cer, was 
peddling a date rape drug over the Inter-
net from his suburban home,” said U.S. 
Attorney Preet Bharara. “Th e sentence 
imposed on him by the court properly 
refl ects the callous nature of his years-
long drug dealing.”

In addition to being sent to jail by 
Judge Kenneth Karas, Smutek was also 
sentenced to three years of supervised 
release.

Former Police Offi cer Jailed for 
Selling Date Rape Drug



by Robert Kimmel  

Hidden from view and unused for more 
than a half century, the pedestrian tunnel 
under the Metro North tracks at the Tar-
rytown train station could be renovated 
and put back into service. “It is doable,” 
explained architect Dennis Noskin as he 
appeared before the Village Board of Trust-
ees last month. Th e cost to do that could 
reach an estimated $1.5 million, according 
to Noskin, who headed the feasibility study 
to determine the possible restoration of the 
tunnel.  

Th e tunnel was closed by Metro North 
in the 1960s when the railroad moved its 
platforms to the south disconnecting them 
from the tunnel, and constructed pedestri-
an overpasses, and the tunnel was no longer 
needed then, Village Administrator Mike 
Blau told the trustees. 

Noskin described how he and several en-
gineers went into the tunnel over the course 
of their study through a stairwell after dirt 
was removed from one entrance on the east 
side of the tracks. Th e engineers checked the 
structural viability of the tunnel, its electri-
cal system and searched for a sump pump 

setup used to eliminate any water residue 
collected inside the passageway as well as its 
air quality. Th e tunnel’s west side entrance 
area apparently was so fi lled with dirt and 
debris its exit was unreachable. Th e trust-
ees were shown video and still photos of the 
tunnel’s insides, and architectural drawings 
and maps of the area. 

Conditions inside the tunnel were “sur-
prisingly good,” Noskin told the trustees. 
However, he sighted “...cracks in the walls 
about every thirty feet where extension 
joints would have to be worked on.” He 
described the need for handrails, new light-
ing, risers and stairwell work that would 
be needed, and pumps for water removal. 
Existing overhead pipes, he said, should be 
covered. 

A major consideration, Noskin added, 
would be the construction of canopies par-
tially closing in both stairwell entrances, to 
shield people from rain and other weather 
conditions as required now by existing 
building codes. Th ey would be built to 
match the look of the station, he said.

Asked by the trustees about ramps to ac-
commodate both the handicapped and bik-
ers or people with wheel chairs or people 

pushing baby carriages, Noskin described 
the diffi  culty in constructing those, partly 
because of the space required. Th ey might 
also encroach farther onto Metro North 
property than permitted. Blau indicated 
that in seeking Metro North’s accord in 
opening the tunnel, neither ramps nor el-
evators were discussed in the talks which 
began back in 2005. 

In assessing the costs, Noskin estimated 
that the basic, “hard” construction work 
would run about $1,050,000; however, a 
new sump pump arrangement if needed, 
and continuing architectural work and en-
gineering monitoring and surveys could in-
crease the cost to as much as $1.4 or $1.5 
million. Th e construction work would like-
ly last for about two years, he added. 

Estimates of the tunnel’s potential us-
age were “not very scientifi c,” Noskin ex-
plained. He characterized the projected 

utilization as the “...best projection we can 
guess on... because the swimming pool was 
not yet opened and its popularity had not 
been determined, the recreation center had 
just been completed, ball fi elds were just 
getting going,” and the like. However, the 
projected numbers he off ered were about 
70 people a day using the restored tunnel 
during weekdays, and about 84 people each 
weekend day walking through it during 
peak summer months.   

Th e feasibility study was partially fi nanced 
by a New York Department of State match-
ing grant of $45,000. Th e pedestrian tunnel 
could also play a part in the Tarrytown train 
station area revitalization now being studied 
by a special village committee. A resurgence 
of more activities on the tracks’ west side 
could draw greater use of the tunnel. A de-
cision as to its future is now in the hands of 
the trustees and village offi  cials.
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Study on Restoring Pedestrian Tunnel Under Metro North 
Tracks Completed 

well as hear the public’s comments. Public 
workshops have been held and the com-
mittee has had meetings with the various 
stakeholders involved. 

Regardless of what develops in the sta-
tion area, the committee stated that, “Some 
basic improvements are needed to better 
connect the station area with downtown, 
make it a people place and make it green. 
Th is could include: redesigning Cortlandt 
Street as a boulevard with nicer sidewalks, 
trees, landscaping and street furniture; im-
proving sidewalks along the H-bridge and 
Main and White Streets to make it more 
pleasant to get across the tracks and walk 

up and down the hill; reopening the pedes-
trian tunnel or building a new pedestrian 
bridge across the tracks; improving Sarah 
Michaels Park; and creating a direct pedes-
trian tunnel between Tarrytown Station 
and Sleepy Hollow. Also called for is “Im-
proving traffi  c circulation at Depot Plaza 
and at key intersections in the station area, 
most crucially at Main Street and Depot 
Plaza.”    

Th e complete Strategic Plan, TEDS, 
and an analysis of the development’s fi s-
cal aspects, required fund raising, zoning 
changes, traffi  c implications, potential 
changes east of the tracks, and further nec-
essary  steps to be taken can be found via 
the special website set up for the project,  
http://www.tarrytownconnected.com.

Family Holiday Celebration
The Public Schools of the Tarrytowns’ Asociacion de Familias Hispanas de los 
Tarrytowns (AFHT) held their annual Family Holiday Celebration on December 
15 at John Paulding School. More than 150 families gathered for a festive 
evening, enjoying a potluck dinner, holiday crafts, music and special dance 
performances. Many community volunteers were on hand, and Kids’ Club 
provided desserts and 
crafts, including miniature 
Christmas trees for each 
child to decorate and take 
home. Kids’ Club is proud 
to support the AFHT Family 
Literacy Program, and is 
thankful for the teachers 
who are so dedicated to 
this important program. 
Pictured are participants 
adding the fi nishing touch-
es to their trees and Kids’ 
Club Volunteers Miriam 
Kraus and Alicia Zalesin.

Continued from page 2

Station Area Study
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by Barrett Seaman  

For decades, the Irvington Education 
Foundation (IEF) has raised the lion’s 
share of the money it donates in the form 
of grants to supplement the village’s pub-
lic school programs through a one-night 
winter gala with a live auction. In the 
past, these upscale events have ranged 
from dressy dinner dances at the Marriott 
on Route 119 to casino nights and 1980s 
theme parties at the LIFE event space off 
the Saw Mill River Parkway in Ardsley. 
One thing these previous IEF events had 
in common, however, was that not one of 
them was in Irvington.

That will change March 24, when the 
IEF will go urban hip with a loft party to 
be held, appropriately enough, at Hudson 
Loft, whose web site promises “an industri-
al chic vibe and the feel of New York City 
in the heart of the Hudson Valley” right in 
Irvington. 

“We were looking for a change,” said IEF 
gala co-chair Julia Downes, “which worked 
out perfectly with Hudson Loft opening 
up. We wanted to drive home the relation-

ship between the foundation and the Ir-
vington community.”

Situated in an old warehouse that was 
part of the Burnham Company complex, 
Hudson Loft was conceived by its current 
manager, Tobi Schmidt, an Irvington mom 
whose previous professional work involved 
scouting locations for photo shoots, and 

Bill Thompson, the developer of Bridge 
Street Properties, which owns the ware-
house.

“I was often shooting in cool warehouse 
locations in the city and Brooklyn,” ex-
plained Schmidt, “and loved the idea of 
finding a space like that in our area. Once I 
saw the warehouse space at 2 South Astor, 
I knew it could be transformed to maintain 
the integrity of a warehouse/loft but be a 
gorgeous space as well. Not to mention 
those Hudson River views.”

River views indeed. Most of the west wall 
of the 6,600-square-foot space is a broad 
panel of windows taking in the Hudson 
from the Palisades up to the Tappan Zee 
Bridge, with the promise of colorful sun-
sets at cocktail hour and twinkling lights 
from Piermont and the bridge after dark. 

Unadorned, its floor is a vast sea of dark 
hardwood—“a blank palette to do pretty 
much anything,” as Schmidt describes it. 
With a full-service kitchen, an embedded 
state-of-the-art sound system—and even 
“an event suite” with private bath, Hud-
son Loft can be transformed into a sit-

down dinner for 250, a cocktail party for 
up to 450, a bar mitzvah or a new product 
launch site.

To fill in the colors of the palette, Schmidt 
has a stable full of vendors ready to sup-
ply food, flowers, furniture and whatever 
music matches the intended scene. She’d 
prefer that clients use her suppliers because 
she knows she can guarantee the quality. 
But some may want to bring their own, as 
the IEF plans to do with their food service 
and sound system because of specific dona-
tions. With close ties to Irvington schools 
themselves, Schmidt and landlord Thomp-
son, who is also an investor in the space, 
are donating the night of March 24 as well.

Since Hudson Loft opened in September, 
Schmidt said there has been a steady flow 
of clients and bookings—weddings, bar 
mitzvahs, birthdays, anniversaries, fund-
raisers and corporate off-sites—into 2018. 
She declined to name her clients, except to 
say that none has been local, so far. And she 
declines to discuss rental rates with anyone 
except a prospective client. 

It’s difficult to cite Hudson Loft’s lo-
cal competition, though there are plenty 
of hotels and catering establishments, like 
Tappan Hill, Tarrytown House, and coun-
try clubs within a 10-mile radius. 

“If someone is looking for a fairytale 
castle style wedding or a country club/ho-
tel type feel, then that’s just not us,” said 
Schmidt. “We are not a catering hall. We 
are truly different in that respect, and we 
know who we are.”

Irvingtonians with a yen to see the space 
in action by buying tickets to the March 24 
IEF gala can do so at www.iefonline.org/
loftparty. To find out more about sched-
uling an event at Hudson Loft, visit their 
web site, www.hudsonloftny.com or email 
info@hudsonloftny.com, or call 914-231-
9221.

Hudson Loft Brings an Urban Chic Space to the Rivertowns

Continued from page 4

have been installed to connect the West-
chester and Rockland shorelines. The last 
of 1,000 piles were driven into the Hudson 
River as well.

Congresswoman Nita Lowey (D) said 
she was proud of playing a role in securing 
a $1.6 billion Transportation Infrastruc-
ture Finance and Innovation Act loan to 
help fund the bridge.

“The New NY Bridge is a blueprint for 
smart investments in critical infrastructure 
to bolster our economy, safety and quality 
of life,” Lowey said.

State Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
(D) said a new span was necessary to safely 
handle the 140,000 vehicles that travel 
over the Hudson daily.

“In order to meet the demands of high 
volume traffic and an increasingly diverse 
economy, New York has invested in one 
of the largest infrastructure projects of our 
time,” she said. “Rebuilding the 60-year-
old Tappan Zee Bridge is critical to the 
safety of motorists and to the stability of 
New York’s infrastructure system.”

New NY Bridge
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by Rick Pezzullo

Since 2009, educators from the Hoch 
Center for Emergency Education at Phelps 
Memorial Hospital Center in Sleepy Hol-
low have formed a special bond with a lit-
tle-known country in the southern slopes 
of the eastern Himalayas to provide medi-
cal training overseas.

In early November, Anne Castioni and 
Emily Kaplan spent two weeks in the King-
dom of Bhutan, a nation of 750,000 peo-
ple, training 131 physicians and nurses on 
American Heart Association resuscitation 
techniques for adults and children.

“They’re very appreciative of what we 
provided them,” said Castioni, Emergency 
Medical Education Coordinator for the 
Hoch Center who has made the 25-hour 
trip to Bhutan three times since 2012. 
“They try to reuse everything. You just 
have more of an appreciation of what you 
do have (here) in terms of people and sup-
plies.”

“It was amazing to see the emergency 
training we provided in 2014 and the way 
it’s being utilized now,” said Kaplan, who 
first traveled to Bhutan in 2014. “They 
have a much more holistic approach to 
medicine. They’re very forward thinking. 
It’s one of the most international countries 
I’ve ever been to.”

The Hoch Center for Emergency Edu-
cation, which has 45 adjunct professors, 

opened in 2007 and was the “brainchild” 
of Dr. Emil Nigro, according to Castioni.

“He had the vision and foresight to see 
the need for emergency training at a com-
munity level,” said Castioni, who has been 
a paramedic for 36 years. “He fought tooth 
and nail to get the funding he needed.”

Area resident and philanthropist Li-
sina Hoch and her husband, Frank, 
helped jumpstart the construction of the 
7,000-square-foot training center at Phelps, 
which bears their name, with a donation of 
$500,000. They were also instrumental in 
initiating the relationship between Phelps 

and the Bhutan Foundation.
“They gave us an opportunity to have an 

international footprint,” Castioni said of 
Lisina and Frank Hoch.

During the first trip to Bhutan, which 
is bordered by Tibet and India, in 2012, 
Hoch Center educators taught 27 people. 
That number increased to 108 two years 
later.

Having an emergency education facility 
on the hospital campus, equipped with a 
simulated ambulance, makes Phelps a rare 
exception in the region, according to Cas-
tioni and Kaplan.

“It’s very unusual, very unique,” Castioni 
stressed. “Most hospitals don’t provide this 
service.”

Kaplan said the Hoch Center for Emer-
gency Education trains individuals from 
other hospitals in Manhattan, New Jersey 
and Connecticut, along with Westchester, 
Rockland and Putnam counties.

“People come from all over locally,” said 
Kaplan, who has been a paramedic for the 
last 15 years.

“Whatever people call us for we try to 
provide,” Castioni said. “We are the con-
tent experts in emergency care.”

Phelps Hospital Educators Provide Emergency Training Overseas

(Above) Anne Castioni and Emily Kaplan of the Hoch Cen-
ter for Emergency Education, where a simulated ambu-
lance (left) is used during training sessions.

—Photos by Rick Pezzullo

Continued on page 11
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Viewfi nder
1.  A cookies and milk event with Santa Claus was held at the Sleepy Hollow 

Recreation Center.

2.  Sleepy Hollow seniors enjoyed a Christmas Party at Tappan Hill.

3.  Pastor Jeff Gargano and Renee Chillemi stand with Sinterklass and Piper 
(horse) in front of the Old Dutch Church.

4.  First annual TaSH Holiday Popup Farmers Market in Tarrytown. 

5.  L-R: Karen Garibaldi, retired Tarrytown teacher, snaps a photo of Santa 
and visitors attending the Annual “Old Fashion Christmas” holiday event 
at the Historical Society of Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow.” Kathy Lillis, 
and Shelly Robinson of the Hudson Harp Consort provided the musical 
entertainment for the day.  

1

2

Photos by: Sunny M
cLean
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Photos by: Sunny M
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Teachers and Scholars
Erika Swanson, Sleepy Hollow High 

School ‘13, participated in the Philip Mer-
rill Presidential Scholars Program, which 
honors the University of Maryland’s most 
successful seniors, their designated Mary-
land mentors and the K-12 teachers who 
guided the students’ paths.  Scholarships 
are awarded in the K-12 teacher’s name to 
a new first-year student from that teach-
er’s school district. Swanson chose Brian 
Duschenchuk, Washington Irving School, 
as her K-12 mentor.

Senior Honored
Eleanor Carren of Irvington was hon-

ored as one of 58 senior citizens who have 
made significant and enduring contri-
butions to enhance the quality of life in 
Westchester through their professional 
work, volunteer achievements or both. Of 
the honorees, Department of Senior Pro-
grams and Services (DSPS) Commissioner 
Mae Carpenter said “The honorees show 
that age is never a deterrent to being a vital 
member of our society… it’s an advantage 
because of the life experiences they bring 
with them. Their generous contributions 

have helped to make Westchester one of 
the most senior-friendly places in the 
world.” 

Ambulance Corps Awards
Members of the Tarrytown Volunteer 

Ambulance Corps were recognized for 
selflessness and special work during 2016. 
The awards were as follows: 

• Distinguished Members: Jaime Va-
lencia and Debbie Scogna; Meritorious 
Awards: Simon Cohen and Mary Kohrherr; 
Exceptional Service Awards: Alaric Young, 
Michael Farley, Michael Husband; 

• Tarrytown Volunteer Ambulance 

Corps – 2 CPR Save Awards: Alaric 
Young, Michael Farley, Debbie Scogna, 
Matt Weir, Ian Schwartz,  Sharon Saldo, 
Bobby Kearns, Brett Roberts, John Niccari

Ambulance corps officials said volunteers 
are always welcome. TVAC does the train-
ing and provides the courses and uniforms. 
For more information, call 914-631-6469 
or visit www.tarrytownvac.org.

It Takes a Village
ITAV10591 (It Takes a Village) offers 

free rides to senior citizens and hosts Sec-
ond Tuesday. The next Second Tuesday 
is January 10 at 1 p.m. in the Reformed 
Church on North Broadway. It will feature 
a presentation on scams and how to avoid 
them. A representative from the NY State 
Attorney General’s office will be on hand 
to offer details and advice. 

Awarded
Jake Samoyedny of Tarrytown (www.

compassionatemedium.com) was voted as 
#1 medium in the United States by Times 
Square Press and inducted into The Light 
Workers Hall of Fame.

Any potential news items for Watercooler 
can be emailed to mroglier@yahoo.com

Watercooler

Heard Around the Watercooler

Regeneron Buys 
Mount Pleasant 
Building for 
Expansion

Regeneron, a Tarrytown-based bio-
pharmaceutical company, recently pur-
chased the New York Life building in 
Mount Pleasant as it continues to ex-
pand.

Reportedly, Regeneron paid $50 mil-
lion for the 76-acre site, which is lo-
cated on Rockwood Road near Phelps 
Memorial Hospital Center and Rock-
wood Hall park.

Regeneron’s main campus is located 
in the Landmark at Eastview property 
at 777 Old Saw Mill River Road. It 
also has plans to expand on 30 acres of 
a 100-acre site at 555 Saw Mill River 
Road.

A leading science technology compa-
ny that delivers life-transforming medi-
cines for serious diseases, Regeneron 
has about 5,000 employees.

by Maria Ann Roglieri







By Rick Pezzullo

On the same day it was announced his 
iconic #2 jersey would be retired on Moth-
er’s Day at Yankee Stadium, legendary short-
stop Derek Jeter made a rare appearance in 
Westchester County last month to talk base-
ball and business.

Jeter, 42, who retired from the New York 
Yankees in 2014, was the main attraction 
December 6 at the Westchester Marriott in 
Tarrytown during an event coordinated by 
The Business Council of Westchester and 
Steiner Sports Marketing and presented by 
People’s United Bank.

The five-time World Series champion par-
ticipated in a Q&A dubbed “The Winning 
Game Plan” moderated by ESPN’s Jeremy 
Schaap. Only certain individuals were per-
mitted to meet Jeter prior to the conversa-
tion, while others had a chance to greet and 
take photos with current Yankees Dellin Be-
tances and Tyler Austin and former Bronx 
Bomber Cecil Fielder.

Jeter said he was able to achieve his dream 
of playing shortstop for the New York Yan-
kees and was most proud of playing his en-
tire 20-year career with the same team.

“Sharing all those special moments with 
the fans, I couldn’t think of playing any-
where else,” he said. “Once you have an op-
portunity to put on the uniform and win, 
when you taste winning and get to share it 
with Yankee fans, they care so much.”

Sixth on the all-time hit list with 3,461 
hits, Jeter admitted he considered quitting 
the game when he was 18 but his parents, 

by Tom Pedulla

In an age when many high school ath-
letes choose to specialize in one sport, se-
nior Michael Lopez of Sleepy Hollow High 
School is a young man for all seasons.

He is a central figure on the football, 
wrestling and lacrosse teams while distin-
guishing himself in the classroom as an 
honor student.

“He is a young man who has so much to 
offer. If you were a father and had a son, 
he’s the kind of person you’d want your son 
to grow up to be,” said Charles Scarpulla, 
Sleepy Hollow’s athletic director. “He’s car-
ing, hard-working, passionate about the 
things he does. He wants to succeed in life.”

Lopez’s importance on the football field 
cannot be overstated. The 5-8, 185-pound-
er served as a running back, linebacker and 
kick return specialist. He carried 147 times 
and accounted for 847 of the Headless 
Horsemen’s 1,593 rushing yards and seven 
of their 13 touchdowns on the ground. 
Defensively, he made 47 tackles, 24 unas-
sisted.

On the wrestling mat, he owned an un-
defeated record through the early stages of 
this season, including the championship in 
the 195-pound division. In the spring, the 
lacrosse team will depend on him for his 
defensive prowess and his skill at winning 
face-offs, among other attributes.

Lopez said of his non-stop action, “When 

you work so hard for something 
you love, it doesn’t seem that hard.”

Steve Borys, who recently re-
signed as football coach, wishes 
more youngsters would follow Lo-
pez’s three-sport example instead 
of focusing on one with the belief 
that such a single-minded approach 
might enhance prospects for a col-
lege athletic scholarship.

“That is one of the misconcep-
tions out there, that every kid 
should specialize. Every kid should 
play three sports,” Borys said. 
“Anyone who tells you differently 
doesn’t have the facts.”

“You see kids who play just one 
sport and they wind up overusing 
certain muscle groups,” he added.

Such overuse can lead to injuries. 
Lopez, due to all of his activity, re-
mains in peak condition. He has 
been remarkably durable.

“He has a great motor, tremen-
dous energy,” Borys said. “He’s one 
of the few guys who could carry 
the ball 20 times a game, make 10 
tackles, and not really think twice 
about it.”

Lopez credits his high school career with 
making him mentally tough.

“I do feel some wear and tear, but if 
you’re mentally strong, you fight through 
it. It’s something I learned to do,” he said. 

“Not to sound cocky, but I think I’m men-
tally one of the strongest people at Sleepy 
Hollow.”

That shows itself in many ways, especially 
during this wrestling season. He is some-
times asked to confront opponents who are 
10 pounds heavier than his natural weight 
of 185 pounds.

“He certainly doesn’t back down from 
a challenge. That’s not in Michael’s make-
up,” said wrestling coach Brian Tompkins. 
“He’ll wrestle anybody.”

Lopez believes success in wres-
tling – in all sports – can be about 
attitude.

“My goal is to be the toughest 
person to wrestle because wrestling 
is all about being tough, aggressive 
and smart,” he said. “I think I have 
all of that.”

Lopez exerts a profound influ-
ence over every team he plays on. 
Lacrosse coach Gary DiVico singled 
him out for qualities beyond his 
spin moves as a running back, his 
explosiveness as a wrestler, and his 
stickwork in lacrosse.

“Michael is a better person than a 
player,” he said. “He’s always there 
to help. He’ll ask me, ‘Coach, can I 
help the young kids?’ He’ll help me 
do clinics.”

Lopez has two older brothers, 
John and Chris, who graduated 

from Sleepy Hollow as three-sport letter-
men. John played the same three sports as 
Michael. Chris substituted baseball for la-
crosse.

Lopez noted that football is his favor-
ite sport. “I love the collision,” he said. “I 
love the crowd.” He is being recruited by a 
number of small-college football programs.

He credits much of his academic suc-
cess to his whirlwind of athletic activity. 
“It’s helped,” he said, “because it gives me a 
strict schedule.”

Lopez is an Athlete for all Seasons for Sleepy Hollow High Jeter Makes Rare Appearance in Tarrytown at Business 
Council Event

Sports
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Senior Michael Lopez is not only 
a standout athlete, but also an 
honor student.

That is one of the misconceptions out there, that every kid should  
specialize. Every kid should play three sports. Anyone who tells you  

differently doesn’t have the facts. 
—Steve Borys, Coach



By Rick Pezzullo

On the same day it was announced his 
iconic #2 jersey would be retired on Moth-
er’s Day at Yankee Stadium, legendary short-
stop Derek Jeter made a rare appearance in 
Westchester County last month to talk base-
ball and business.

Jeter, 42, who retired from the New York 
Yankees in 2014, was the main attraction 
December 6 at the Westchester Marriott in 
Tarrytown during an event coordinated by 
The Business Council of Westchester and 
Steiner Sports Marketing and presented by 
People’s United Bank.

The five-time World Series champion par-
ticipated in a Q&A dubbed “The Winning 
Game Plan” moderated by ESPN’s Jeremy 
Schaap. Only certain individuals were per-
mitted to meet Jeter prior to the conversa-
tion, while others had a chance to greet and 
take photos with current Yankees Dellin Be-
tances and Tyler Austin and former Bronx 
Bomber Cecil Fielder.

Jeter said he was able to achieve his dream 
of playing shortstop for the New York Yan-
kees and was most proud of playing his en-
tire 20-year career with the same team.

“Sharing all those special moments with 
the fans, I couldn’t think of playing any-
where else,” he said. “Once you have an op-
portunity to put on the uniform and win, 
when you taste winning and get to share it 
with Yankee fans, they care so much.”

Sixth on the all-time hit list with 3,461 
hits, Jeter admitted he considered quitting 
the game when he was 18 but his parents, 

who were often visible in the stands at 
Yankee Stadium, helped him overcome his 
doubts and refocus.

“Unless you’re a weatherman, you can’t fail 
that much and still have a job,” Jeter quipped 
about his knack during his career to play his 
best in the post season and crucial games. 
“You learn how difficult it is to win. Every 
year I thought we had the best team, even 
when we lost. It’s tough when you put that 
much effort into something and you fail. I’m 
a sore loser. I’m a bad loser. I came up with 
an owner (George Steinbrenner) with the 
same philosophy, unless you win the cham-
pionship the season is a failure.”

Jeter said the 1998 team that finished 125-
50 and captured the World Series was prob-
ably “the most special group to be part of.”

“No one cared who the hero was or who 
got the headlines. It was a team where any 
player from one to 29 could beat you on any 
given day,” he said. “We had many differ-
ent types of leaders on our team. It depends 
on what leadership means to you. I never 
walked into a room and said, ‘C’mon guys, 
follow me.’ I never thought of myself being 
any different than anybody else. I never tried 
to do things for the camera, and if you do 
that people will follow.”

In 1996, Jeter started the Turn 2 Founda-
tion to help children and teenagers in Mich-
igan, New York and Florida avoid drug and 
alcohol addiction, and to reward those who 
show high academic achievement and adopt 
healthier lifestyles. 

“My parents always said if you have a 

little, give a lot,” he said. “My foundation 
starts at home. I always gravitated to people 
who told me what I was doing wrong.”

He has also started the Players Tribune, 
which provides athletes an unfiltered forum 
to express themselves. Jeter, who got married 
earlier this year, said one day he would like 
to own a professional sports team and now 
spends a lot of time playing golf.

“I always wanted to have a smooth tran-
sition into retirement,” he said. “I never 
wanted to wake up, look in the mirror and 
say, ‘What am I going to do now?’ You find 
things you’re passionate about. I’m passion-
ate about business. You have to find a way to 
quench your competitive thirst.”

by Julia Ann Friedman

Wayne Bass, owner of Next Level Athlet-
ics, Inc. in Tarrytown, has been in business 
since 2004. He played college basketball at 
Pace University, and he has been working 
with kids since he himself was a kid. 

“We offer a great opportunity to learn 
about life through sports. To advance 
yourself and challenge your comfort zone,” 
Bass said.

The goal is to have discipline and to 
improve your skills. Next Level Athletics 
works primarily with young athletes, as 
young as second grade, and offers classes 
once a week where multiple instructors 
work with the students to improve key 
skills in a particular sport. They are look-
ing to develop the kids individually; they 
are not concerned with wins or losses. 
Next Level Athletics provides professional 
coaching, and these coaches are local peo-
ple who really care about the kids. Each 
class is offered once a week, usually runs 
for six to eight weeks and lasts one to 1 ½ 
hours. Tuition is $30 per class. 

Next Level Athletics also runs 
several Amateur Athletic Union 
(AAU) teams in the spring. 
Tryouts are open to the public; 
many kids who have taken class-
es find that Next Level Athletics 
develops their skills enough to 
be selected to be on one of the 
AAU teams. The AAU teams 
serve as a great way to showcase 
athletes to college recruiters. 
Classes are given in Tarrytown’s 
EF school inside the gym; AAU 
teams practice in Elmsford.

Joey Good, a former athlete 
at Sleepy Hollow who is now 
at SUNY Albany, participated 
in the AAU basketball team for 
two seasons. He travelled to 
tournaments on weekends and 
had practice a few times a week. 
Practice was mainly focused on 
agility, speed and ball control. 

Christine Good, mother of 
Joey Good, commented on 
her satisfaction with the Next 

Level Athletics program. “AAU pro-
vides a higher level of play and more 
games. The coach went beyond being a 
coach; he was a mentor,” she said. “My  
son still goes to see Coach Keith and his 
family. I would highly recommend this 
program.”

Additionally, Wendell Brand, another 
former Sleepy Hollow athlete who is now 
at SUNY Farmingdale, worked with Next 
Level Athletics from seventh grade through 
11th grade. He was on an AAU basketball 
team and said travelling with the team 
made the players closer and that the pro-
gram really improved his basketball skills. 

“The program encouraged me to contin-
ue my athletics in college. We had to work 
really hard, and it pushed me to play sports 
at the next level, beyond my comfort zone, 
no matter what sport,” said Brand, who 
added the coaches were amazing. fun and 
taught him a lot.

For more information about Next Level 
Athletics, see the website: www.NextLevel 
Athletics.us.

Jeter Makes Rare Appearance in Tarrytown at Business 
Council Event

Sports/Business
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Left to right: Anthony Justic, Chairman of the Board of the Business Council of Westchester; John Ravitz, Executive Vice President 
and COO of the Business Council of Westchester; Derek Jeter; Marsha Gordon, President and CEO of the Business Council of 
Westchester; Sara James, Vice President of Membership and Programs and Amanda DePalma, Director of Special Events.

Tarrytown Trainer Instrumental in Helping Many Local Athletes



by Linda Viertel

Red Zebra - not only the catchy name of 
a beautiful heirloom tomato, is now also the 
notably memorable restaurant appellation 
that represents co-owners David Starkey’s 
and Neil Benson’s farm-to-table take on 
fresh local ingredients. Together, with their 
Culinary Institute of America (CIA) trained 
chef, Beau Widener, they have combined 
a love of Italian street food with Widener’s 
passion for fresh homemade pastas, pizzas, 
grilled entrees and distinctive salads.

Starkey has already made a name for him-
self as a local restaurateur, beginning with 
Tomatillo in 2004 (Dobbs Ferry), Sweet 
Grass in 2009 (Tarrytown), and now Red 
Zebra (Sleepy Hollow), with plans to open 
Grass Roots Kitchen in the spring of 2017 
(Tarrytown). All of his “sister restaurants” 
have been created with a founding mission 
based on locavore integrity. Starkey’s well-
established relationships with a multitude 
of local farms and purveyors, 17 in fact, 
coupled with the owners’ continued com-
mitment to look for artisanal ingredients 
and the freshest edibles, make Red Zebra 
a memorable dining (and let’s not forget 
drinking!) experience.

Housed in the former Finalmente loca-
tion on Sleepy Hollow’s upper Main Street, 
diners may enjoy the familiarity of the pre-
vious restaurant whose generous and invit-
ing bar gives a street-side welcome as you 
enter. And, Benson has curated the wine 
and beer selection with an eye to a variety 
of moderately priced Italian reds, whites, 
sparkling and dessert wines. A dazzling se-
lection of cocktail originals invites custom-
ers to linger at the warmth of the bar where 
the full menu is also served. But, just settle 
down with such cocktail inventions as an 
Ichabod’s Lament, a Warwick Basil Gimlet 
or a Jack Rose and you may be enticed to 
hang out on a weekly basis. Benson has also 
made it a point to serve locally distilled li-
quors such as Comb Vodka distilled from 
honeycomb at Stilltheone Distillery in Port 
Chester or Stillhouse Whiskies, hailing 
from Red Hook, Brooklyn. Craft Italian 

beers are served in bottles, American beers 
in cans, and several beers are always on tap. 

When home cooks or chefs like Widener 
use the freshest, organic ingredients, cus-
tomers taste the diff erence, appreciate clear, 
clean tastes and feel a healthy goodness even 
after a generous meal. At Red Zebra, you 
can be sure that’s the case. Soups such as 
roasted butternut squash or Tuscan white 
bean with escarole and parsley, accompa-
nied by grissini (in-house-made pencil 
thin breadsticks) provide culinary 
comfort perfect for a chilly 
winter’s night.

For “noshing” a la Ital-
ian street food, try the 
lightly breaded and fried 
calamari with RZ mari-
nara – a healthy take on 
this favorite appetizer. An 
early popular signature of-
fering on the “nosh” list are 
castelvetrano olives stuff ed with 
Gorgonzola cheese, fl ash fried and 
served with lemon aioli. And, the salad 
diners can’t get enough of the shaved Brus-
sels sprouts, tossed with toasted almonds, 
preserved lemons, and grana padana. Sal-
ads can be served vegan or vegetarian, or be 
topped with chicken or shrimp to make a 
healthy meal all-in-one. Other vegetarian, 
vegan or vegan-possible entrees are always 
available – just ask your server.  

Th e “artisanal board” features a selection 
that includes charcuterie from Campbell’s 
Meats (Th e Hudson Independent, “Food for 
Th ought,” September, 2016), cheeses from 
Chaseholm Farm, and locally sourced hon-
eycomb from Tousey Winery. Ciabatta, fo-
caccia, breadsticks and all desserts are baked 
daily in-house.

Widener’s expertise shines in the deftness 
of his hand-cut, perfectly al dente pastas. 
Lobster ravioli arrives tableside fi lled with 
meaty chunks of fresh lobster and served 
in a tomato cream sauce. His pappardelle, 
topped with a rich-tasting, comforting 
braised oxtail ragu and poached egg has be-
come another early signature dish - rightly 
so. Gnocchi gets an unusual treatment with 

roasted root vegetables, demi forest mush-
rooms and kale chips. 

Red Zebra’s grilled pizzas feature a defi ni-
tive margherita, the forager (earthy forest 
mushrooms, plus whipped feta and pars-
ley), and the aristocrat (gorgonzola, pine 
nuts, charred onion and prosciutto). 

For seasonally created entrees, though 
there may be daily specials, this winter you 
will fi nd: the RZ burger, a brisket and sir-
loin blend; a stuff ed poblano pepper; a half 
roasted organic Hudson Valley chicken; or 
a whole branzino served with a pan sauce 
of wilted local greens, shallots, garlic, toma-

toes, olives and white wine.
Lunch service features soups, grilled piz-

zas, salads, several pastas, paninis, and the 
justly popular trapizzino – meatballs, in a 
marinara sauce with broccoli rabe and a 
melted mozzarella topping. All lunch spe-
cialties are served with a choice of side salad 
or french fries.

Benson and Starkey’s sustainability mis-
sion extends to their use of soft glowing 
LED lighting, for an enhanced warm inte-
rior atmosphere. And, they often feature the 
work of local artists Maureen Shields, whose 
whimsical pieces are sure to spark conversa-
tions, and Mary Lindsay, whose paintings 
are for sale.

Benson, just exiting the music business, 
met Starkey standing on the sidelines at 
their children’s soccer game. He was already 
a fan of Tomatillo and Sweet Grass Grill, 

and “ ...I knew David knew what he was do-
ing.” Benson was right. It turns out to have 
been a fortuitous encounter with a unique 
result: Bensons’ consummate talent as host, 
defi ned in combination with the freshness 
of Red Zebra’s ingredients, Chef Widener 
and owner Starkey’s culinary mission, and 
the intimacy of its setting, creates a cozy, 
comforting local culinary delight.

Readers and customers will be pleased to 
know that Starkey, Benson and Widener’s 
kitchen mission extends even beyond three res-
taurants in our rivertowns. Th eir new cater-
ing operation – Eats, Roots, Leaves Hospital-

ity (ERL) provides event and catering hosting 
with the same conscientious dedication to deli-
cious food as they provide in their restaurant. 
Design your own menu and drinks for small 
or large groups and create your own Red Ze-
bra experience with the help of experts: http://
erlhospitality.com.

Food for Thought

16    Th e Hudson Independent    January 2017    www.thehudsonindependent.com

Inset: Executive Chef, Beau Widener. Above: exterior of Red Zebra. 

Above L to R: Owners Neil Benson and Right-David Starkey; Salad of shaved Brus-
sels sprouts, toasted almonds, preserved lemon and grana padano; pappardelle with 
braised oxtail ragu and soft poached local egg. 

Red Zebra: Sleepy Hollow’s 
New Italian Restaurant 
Destination     

If You Go
31 Beekman, Sleepy Hollow
914-909-6151 
(call for reservations)
redzebrasleepyhollow.com

Hours: 
Mon.-Sun.: 11:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m.
Fri.-Sat.: 11:30 a.m.- 10 p.m.
Brunch coming soon in January. 
Outdoor pizza oven on the back 
patio coming this spring.

thin breadsticks) provide culinary 
comfort perfect for a chilly 

castelvetrano olives stuff ed with 
Gorgonzola cheese, fl ash fried and 
served with lemon aioli. And, the salad 
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by Krista Madsen

A grand Norway spruce stands, rootball 
and all, awaiting a plot somewhere in Ir-
vington where it will rise up to 100 feet. 
Th e tree, now about 15 feet, all lit up in 
the courtyard adjacent to the Red Hat res-
taurant, comes as a generous gift to the vil-
lage, to plant where it sees fi t, from local 
tree climber-turned children’s author, John 
Duvall.

Duvall’s book celebration for the launch 
of Th e Great Spruce, already well-received 
by reviewers, began on an early December 
evening outside the Red Hat with the tree 
lighting. Duvall thanked those who made 
this fi rst book possible, from his wife Ruth 
Katz to British illustrator Rebecca Gibbon, 
and the support of friends surrounding 
him. Little cups of rich, warm cocoa sweet-
ened a toast. 

Proceeding inside, the upstairs of the 
Red Hat was reserved for a book party, 
bolstered by wine, beer and a steady stream 
of staff  with trays of appetizers. Th ere was 
much nostalgia and talk of trees. An old 
colleague of Duvall’s (“he was my mentor 
in sound recording”) wore a clear plastic 
ball ornament as a necklace with a 25-year-
old pinecone inside from the tree that once 
grew in her childhood yard. Elisa Zazzera 
bemoaned the plan in Hastings to cut 
down 200 trees making way for a ball fi eld. 
“Living in this area, all these ‘Tree Cities,’ 
they give us oxygen and shade,” she said. In 
other Hastings news, she had praise for the 
Little Leaf nursery school in the Village, 
connecting kids with seniors and nature. 

Matt Gussler, who came down from up-
state for the party, climbed trees for a liv-
ing with Duvall since the ‘70s. His wife 
brought up how he fell from a tree once 
– 60 feet down, breaking his back and 
both legs, but “he got right back up,” she 
said. “It was a good living, but really hard,” 

Gussler said.
Duvall began this work in his 20s on 

Long Island. Although he enjoyed another 
career as a documentary sound recordist for 
network television, he always continued 
this freelance work in the tree care business. 
He had grown to love the view up there 
and the trees themselves. 

Th is love got him wondering about the 
giant evergreens that get sacrifi ced annually 
to festoon Rockefeller Center, and if it was 
always this way. In fact, as he wrote in a 
2009 New York Times opinion piece, there 
was a short span in the 1940s when they 
used smaller, living trees. An agent wrote to 
him in response to the article and suggested 
a children’s book. 

“I’m not a writer,” he said, even now at 
his book party. Duvall described the pains-
taking years of back-and-forth emails and 
over 40 drafts. “It can be a real process and 
deeply frustrating,” he said of a book that 
was really “50 years in the making.” None-
theless, he’ll do it again: a second book is in 
the works. No particular timeline or title 
yet, but he does know it will follow the 
theme of appreciating the magic of nature. 

Th e Great Spruce is about a family who is 
approached by Big City tree scouts for their 
beloved tree. Th e son is 
devastated by the idea 
of that, so he proposes 
a compromise that can 
keep everyone happy, 
including the tree. Du-
vall’s gift to the village 
plays out a version of 
this story – keeping a tree 
intact and allowing it to 
thrive and bring pleasure 
to people for many years 
to come. 

For now, there are read-
ings and a bit of a book tour, which 
isn’t the most natural thing for a humble 

guy who might rather 
be sitting way above it 

all, enjoying the view. 
“It’s absolutely wonderful and totally 

overwhelming,” he told a friend at the 

party. He signed the books for them, “Go 
climb a tree.”

To learn more about John Duvall and Th e 
Great Spruce, visit www.thegreatspruce.com. 

Tree climber-turned children’s 
author John Duvall of Irvington.

Inset: Book cover of The 
Great Spruce
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Lifelong Tree Climber Turned Author Plants The Great Spruce

approached by Big City tree scouts for their 
beloved tree. Th e son is 

including the tree. Du-
vall’s gift to the village 
plays out a version of 
this story – keeping a tree 
intact and allowing it to 
thrive and bring pleasure 
to people for many years 

For now, there are read-
ings and a bit of a book tour, which 

all, enjoying the view. 
“It’s absolutely wonderful and totally 

Photos by: Jon M
arshall



18    The Hudson Independent    January 2017    www.thehudsonindependent.com

ton Town Hall Theater. Visit www.irvingtonthe-
ater.com. Also Jan. 21.

Saturday 21
AMAZING ANIMAL SENSES: At 11 a.m. learn how 
animals use their senses to survive in the wild at 
Teatown Lake Reservation in Ossining. To register 
call 762-2912, ext. 110 or visit www.teatown.
eventbrite.com.

YOGA WORKSHIP: At 1:30 p.m. “Connecting to 
Source Through Meditation, Postures, Mantra 
and Sound” with Jeffrey Migdow at Club Fit in 
Briarcliff Manor. Register at www.YTAYoga.com 
or call 582-7816 for information.

MOVIE MAVENS: At 7 p.m. “A Borrowed Identity” 
will be shown at Temple Beth Abraham in Tar-
rytown, followed by a moderated discussion. Call 
631-1770 or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org to RSVP.

DANCE AROUND THE WORLD: At 7 p.m. the Fred 
Astaire Dance Studio celebrates the magic of 
ballroom dance at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 
631-3390 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Sunday 22
JAZZ CONCERT: At 2 p.m. Josh Marcum, double 
bass, and Gene Bertoncini, guitar perform at the 
Ossining Public Library. Call 941-2416 or visit 
www.ossininglibrary.org.

LITERARY AFTERNOON: At 4:30 p.m. discussion 
with a panel comprising publishers, agents and 
editors at Hudson Valley Writers’ Center in Sleepy 
Hollow. Call 332-5953 or visit www.writerscenter.
org.

Monday 23
J.S. BACH: Journey of 100: At 10 a.m. lecture/per-
formance by violinist Shem Guibbory at JCC on 
the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or visit 
www.jcconthehudson.org.

HISTORY BOOK GROUP: At 7 p.m. discusses “The 
Brazen Age: New York City and the American 
Empire: Politics, Art, and Bohemia” by David 
Reid at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 
631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Tuesday 24
COMEDY NIGHT: Featuring 6 popular comics at 
the Westchester Broadway Theatre in Elmsford. 
Dinner at 6:15 p.m. & show at 8 p.m. Call 592-
2222 or visit www.broadwaytheatre.com.

Wednesday 25
STRESS-FREE WORKSHOP: At 7 p.m. psychothera-
pist Gary Golio discusses the root cause of stress 
and simple breathing techniques to combat it at 
the Ossining Public Library. Call 941-2416 or 
visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

SPANISH BOOK GROUP: At 7 p.m. discusses 
“Hombres Buenos” by Arturo Perez-Reverte at the 
Ossining Public Library. Call 941-2416 or visit 
www.ossininglibrary.org.

“EVERYBODY KNOWS…ELIZABETH MURRAY”: At 
8 p.m. this intimate portrait of the groundbreak-
ing artist will be screened at the Nyack Center, 
Broadway at Depew, followed by Q&A with 
director Kristi Zea. Call 845-353-2568 or visit 
www.rivertownfilm.org

Thursday 26
OSSINING DOCUMENTARY & DISCUSSION SERIES: At 
6:30 p.m. “Lives for Sale” will be screened at the 
Ossining Public Library followed by Q&A with 

Monday 2
NEW MEMBER CENTER: From 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
learn all about the new Shames JCC memberships 
that begin in June at JCC on the Hudson in Tar-
rytown. Call 366-7898 or visit www.jcconthehu-
dson.org.

Tuesday 3
ROSH CHODESH WOMEN’S CIRCLE: At 7:30 p.m. 
discuss arts, books and current events relating 
to women with Rabbi Lisa Izes at JCC on the 
Hudson in Tarrytown. RSVP to lisa.izes@jccon-
thehudson.org.

VERA QUARTET IN RECITAL: Concert at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Reformed Church of the Tarrytowns, 42 N. 
Broadway. Vist www.rctodc.org.

Friday 6
BODIES IN THE LIBRARY BOOK GROUP: At 12 noon 
discuss “A Brush with Death” by Elizabeth J. 
Duncan at the Ossining Public Library. Call 941-
2416 or visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

Saturday 7
“CLOSER THAN EVER”: At 6 p.m. a fully staged 
musical to benefit the Broadway Training Center 
at the Irvington Town Hall Theater. Visit www.
irvingtotheater.com.

WINTER BLUES: 4th Annual Fundraiser to benefit 
The Sleepy Hollow High School Performing Arts 
Boosters at 7 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall. 
Enjoy open bar, delicious food, silent auction and 
music from local bands. Call 877-840-0457 or 
visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Sunday 8
ANIMAL TRACKS: At 12 noon find out who’s been 
walking in the woods at the Greenburgh Nature 
Center in Scarsdale. Call 723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org. Also Jan. 22.

RARELY SEEN CINEMA: Jonathan Demme presents 
“Tempete” at 5 p.m., followed by Q&A at Jacob 

Burns Film Center in Pleasantville. Call 747-5555 
or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

Monday 9
TURNER AT THE FRICK: His Life and Career: At 10 
a.m. presentation by Suzanne Altman at JCC on 
the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or visit 
www.jcconthehudson.org.

Tuesday 10
SCHOOL AGE PARENTING NETWORK: At 7:30 p.m. 
moderated by Stefani Cohen at JCC on the Hud-
son in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or visit www.
jcconthehudson.org.

Wednesday 11
OPEN MIC NIGHT: At 7 p.m. for writers only, read 
your work in front of a live audience at the Os-
sining Public Library. Call 941-2416, ext. 327 or 
visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

CLIMATE CHANGE: Learn about impacts on our 
Region and proposed solutions at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Greenburgh Nature Center in Scarsdale. Program 
co-sponsored by the Sierra Club Lower Hudson 
Group. Call 723-3470 or visit www.newyork.
sierraclub.org/LHG.

“MIA MADRE”: At 8 p.m. this film about work 
and life pressures will be screened at the Nyack 
Center, Broadway at Depew, followed by Q&A 
with director Alex Gibney. Call 845-353-2568 or 
visit www.rivertownfilm.org

Thursday 12
BOOK DISCUSSION: At 7 p.m. the Warner Library 
Book Group discusses “River of Doubt” by 
Candice Millard. Call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org.

Friday 13
BOOK CLUB: At 10 a.m. “Shylock is My Name” 
by Howard Jacobson will be discussed at Temple 
Beth Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or 
e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org to RSVP.

MEMOIR WRITING WORKSHOPS: At 1 p.m. 
Catherine Wald assists participants with writing 
personal memoirs at the Irvington Public Library.  
To register call 591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonli-
brary.org.  Also Jan. 20 & 27.

COOKING WITH THE MUSE: At 7:30 p.m. chef 
Myra Kornfeld & poet Stephen Masimilla make 
recipes and read poetry at Hudson Valley Writers’ 
Center in Sleepy Hollow. Call 332-5953 or visit 
www.writerscenter.org.

CONCERT: At 8 p.m. the Wailers featuring original 
members of the legendary band perform at the 
Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or 
visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 14
EAGLES AND MORE: At 9 a.m. meet at the Echo 
Boat Launch in Croton to go birding with Charlie 
Roberto of Teatown Lake Reservation in Ossin-
ing. To register call 762-2912, ext. 110 or visit 
www.teatown.eventbrite.com.

ADDICTED TO SUGAR & GLUTEN?: At 11 a.m. join 
Susan Chasen for an eye-opening conversation 
about these irresistible substances at the Ossining 
Public Library. To register call 941-2416, ext. 327. 

THE CATACOMBS OF ROME AND NAPLES: At 2 p.m. 
Toni McKeen takes you on a slide tour of these 
sprawling burial sites at the Irvington Public 
Library.  To register call 591-7840 or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.

CONCERT: At 8 p.m. Satisfaction/The Internation-
al Rolling Stones Show performs at the Tarrytown 
Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit www.
tarrytownmusichall.org.

ONE-MAN SHOW: At 7:30 p.m. David Mills pres-
ents a show about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at 
Hudson Valley Writers’ Center in Sleepy Hollow. 
Call 332-5953 or visit www.writerscenter.org.

Sunday 15
AUTHOR VISIT: At 2 p.m. empowerment coach 
Lane Cobb speaks about her book “Heal Your 

Power Heal Your Life: Essential Healing Practices 
for Women on the Rise” at the Warner Library 
in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org.

OWL PROWL: At 4 p.m. wander from forest to 
field and try to call in great horned and screech 
owls at Teatown Lake Reservation in Ossining. 
To register call 762-2912, ext. 110 or visit www.
teatown.eventbrite.com.

CONCERT: At 7 p.m. Melissa Etheridge performs 
at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 
or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Tuesday 17
MYSTERY BOOK CLUB: Meets at 3:30 p.m. to dis-
cuss “The Borden Murders: Lizzie Borden and the 
Trial of the Century” by Sarah Elizabeth Miller at 
the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 
or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Wednesday 18
THE POWER OF THE INBOX: At 7 p.m. David 
Fischer discusses the low cost and efficiency of 
email marketing at the Ossining Public Library. 
To register call 941-2416, ext. 327.

$5 MOVIE: At 7 p.m. “Miss Sharon Jones!” will 
be shown at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 631-
3390 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Thursday 19
RETRO REVIVAL: Rene Laloux’s “Fantastic Planet” 
will be shown at 3 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at Jacob 
Burns Film Center in Pleasantville. Call 747-5555 
or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

THURSDAY EVENING BOOK CLUB: Meets at 7:30 
p.m. to discuss “The Round House” by Louise 
Erdrich at the Irvington Public Library. Call 591-
7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

Friday 20
“SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN”: Presented at 7:30 p.m. by 
Clocktower Players Jr. Teen Troupe at the Irving-

What’s Happening Check out the complete directory for January at www.thehudsonindependent.com

SENIORS

SENIOR BENEFITS INFORMATION CENTER: 
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. a repre-
sentative from the Medicare Rights Center 
is on hand at the Warner Library in Tarry-
town. Sign up at the Reference Desk or call 
631-7734. To ask questions outside regular 
counseling hours call 269-7765. 

SENIOR VAN: Beginning at 9 a.m. Monday 
through Friday, a van is available for seniors 
who need transportation. Call the Tarrytown 
Village Hall at 631-7873 or the Sleepy Hol-
low Recreation Dept. at 366-5109.

HOT LUNCH: Plus other activities Monday 
to Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Neighborhood 
House in Tarrytown. Suggested contribution 
$3. Call 330-3855.

THE NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

43 Wildey St., Tarrytown, 631-0205

GREENBURGH NUTRITION PROGRAM: See Hot 
Lunch above.

COMPUTER CLASS:  11a.m. Tuesdays (please 
call).

YOGA ON THE CHAIR: 11:15 a.m. Wednesdays 
and Fridays.

ART WORKSHOP: 1 p.m. Wednesdays. 

TAI CHI: 11 a.m. Thursdays.

SENIOR CANTEEN: informal social group, 1 
p.m. Thursdays.

MOVIES: 1 p.m. Fridays. 

MAH JONGG: 1 p.m. Fridays

BRIDGE AND CARD CLUB: 1 p.m. Fridays. 

TARRYTOWN SENIOR CENTER

Pierson Park, 631-2304. Annual donation is 
$15.

MEETINGS: 1 p.m. Jan. 3 and 17, followed by 
games.

EXERCISE: 10 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays.

NICKEL BINGO: 12:30 p.m. Mondays.

YOGA: 10 a.m. Thursdays.

BOOK CLUB: 1 p.m. Jan. 27.

OTHER CLASSES: Check bulletin board.

POOL TABLES: Available any time. 
 Closed Jan. 2 and 16 Martin  
 Luther King Jr. Day

JAMES F. GALGANO SENIOR CENTER

55 Elm St., Sleepy Hollow, 631-0390. An-
nual donation is $10, due before March 1.

MEETINGS: 1 p.m. Jan. 3 and 17, followed by 
bingo.

EXERCISE CLASS: 11:30 a.m. Tuesdays.

NICKEL BINGO: 1 p.m. Tues. Jan. 10, 24, 31; 
Wed. Jan. 4, 18.

YOGA: TBA

CERAMICS: TBA

EXERCISE CLASS: 10:30 a.m. Fridays.

KNITTING: 1 p.m. Fridays.

POT LUCK DINNER: 5 p.m. Jan. 13. 
Open weekdays for socializing, card playing, 
etc.: 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

 Closed Jan.2 and 16 Martin Luther  
 King Jr. Day

Sunday, January 13: Cooking With The Muse: At 
7:30 p.m. poet Stephen Masimilla (left) and chef 
Myra Kornfeld (right) make recipes and read poetry 
at Hudson Valley Writers’ Center in Sleepy Hollow.

Sunday, January 15: At 2 p.m. empowerment coach 
Lane Cobb speaks about her book Heal Your Power 
Heal Your Life: Essential Healing Practices for Wom-
en on the Rise at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. 

Saturday, January 21: At 7 p.m. A Borrowed Iden-
tity will be screened at Temple Beth Abraham in 
Tarrytown, followed by a moderated discussion.      
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ton Town Hall Theater. Visit www.irvingtonthe-
ater.com. Also Jan. 21.

Saturday 21
AMAZING ANIMAL SENSES: At 11 a.m. learn how 
animals use their senses to survive in the wild at 
Teatown Lake Reservation in Ossining. To register 
call 762-2912, ext. 110 or visit www.teatown.
eventbrite.com.

YOGA WORKSHIP: At 1:30 p.m. “Connecting to 
Source Through Meditation, Postures, Mantra 
and Sound” with Jeffrey Migdow at Club Fit in 
Briarcliff Manor. Register at www.YTAYoga.com 
or call 582-7816 for information.

MOVIE MAVENS: At 7 p.m. “A Borrowed Identity” 
will be shown at Temple Beth Abraham in Tar-
rytown, followed by a moderated discussion. Call 
631-1770 or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org to RSVP.

DANCE AROUND THE WORLD: At 7 p.m. the Fred 
Astaire Dance Studio celebrates the magic of 
ballroom dance at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 
631-3390 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Sunday 22
JAZZ CONCERT: At 2 p.m. Josh Marcum, double 
bass, and Gene Bertoncini, guitar perform at the 
Ossining Public Library. Call 941-2416 or visit 
www.ossininglibrary.org.

LITERARY AFTERNOON: At 4:30 p.m. discussion 
with a panel comprising publishers, agents and 
editors at Hudson Valley Writers’ Center in Sleepy 
Hollow. Call 332-5953 or visit www.writerscenter.
org.

Monday 23
J.S. BACH: Journey of 100: At 10 a.m. lecture/per-
formance by violinist Shem Guibbory at JCC on 
the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or visit 
www.jcconthehudson.org.

HISTORY BOOK GROUP: At 7 p.m. discusses “The 
Brazen Age: New York City and the American 
Empire: Politics, Art, and Bohemia” by David 
Reid at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 
631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Tuesday 24
COMEDY NIGHT: Featuring 6 popular comics at 
the Westchester Broadway Theatre in Elmsford. 
Dinner at 6:15 p.m. & show at 8 p.m. Call 592-
2222 or visit www.broadwaytheatre.com.

Wednesday 25
STRESS-FREE WORKSHOP: At 7 p.m. psychothera-
pist Gary Golio discusses the root cause of stress 
and simple breathing techniques to combat it at 
the Ossining Public Library. Call 941-2416 or 
visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

SPANISH BOOK GROUP: At 7 p.m. discusses 
“Hombres Buenos” by Arturo Perez-Reverte at the 
Ossining Public Library. Call 941-2416 or visit 
www.ossininglibrary.org.

“EVERYBODY KNOWS…ELIZABETH MURRAY”: At 
8 p.m. this intimate portrait of the groundbreak-
ing artist will be screened at the Nyack Center, 
Broadway at Depew, followed by Q&A with 
director Kristi Zea. Call 845-353-2568 or visit 
www.rivertownfilm.org

Thursday 26
OSSINING DOCUMENTARY & DISCUSSION SERIES: At 
6:30 p.m. “Lives for Sale” will be screened at the 
Ossining Public Library followed by Q&A with 

three experts. Visit www.ossiningdocumentaries.
org.

CONCERT: At 8 p.m. Kris Kristofferson performs 
at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 631-3390 or 
visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Friday 27
WOMEN’S CIRCLE: At 5:45 p.m. explore Jewish 
women’s issues at Temple Beth Abraham in Tar-
rytown.  Call 631-1770 or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.
org to RSVP.

THE POPOVICH COMEDY PET THEATER: Perfor-
mance at 7p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 
631-3390 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 28
WHO WROTE THAT SONG?: At 2 p.m. Diane Cy-
pkin gives a performance lecture about the life of 
Harry Warren who wrote such hits as Chatanooga 
Choo-Choo at the Irvington Public Library.  To 
register call 591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonli-
brary.org.

CLASSICAL MUSIC: At 5 p.m. the Chamber Music 
Society of Lincoln Center plays Brahms and Faure 
at Purchase College on Anderson Hill Rd. For 
tickets call 251-6200 or visit www.artscenter.org. 

COMEDY NIGHT: At 8 p.m. #IMOMSOHARD 
Kristin Hensley and Jen Smedley perform at the 
Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 631-3390 or visit 
www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

DANCE: At 8 p.m. the Paul Taylor Dance Com-
pany performs at Purchase College on Anderson 
Hill Rd. For tickets call 251-6200 or visit www.
artscenter.org.

Sunday 29
ALL TUCKED IN: At 1 p.m. visit the beaver lodge 
on Teatown Lake and make a miniature lodge to 
take home at Teatown Lake Reservation in Os-
sining. To register call 762-2912, ext. 110 or visit 
www.teatown.eventbrite.com.

CLASSICAL MUSIC: At 3 p.m. the Westchester 
Symphonic Winds perform “Determination & 
Grit” at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 631-3390 
or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Monday 30
GHOSTS OF UNDERCLIFF: At 10 a.m. presentation 
on the Palisades riverfront by Eric Nelson at JCC 
on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Call 366-7898 or 
visit www.jcconthehudson.org.

Tuesday 31
“SCREENAGERS: GROWING UP IN THE DIGITAL 
AGE”: At 7 p.m. the PTA of the Tarrytowns and 
Rivertown Parents present this documentary, 
followed by a panel discussion, at Sleepy Hollow 
High School. Visit www.horsemenpta.com. 

February 1
CAMPFIRE TO CABARET: At 8 p.m. actress Joanna 
Gleason leads a select group of students in an 
evening of storytelling at Purchase College on An-
derson Hill Rd. For tickets call 251-6200 or visit 
www.artscenter.org. Also March 30 & April 27.

February 2 and 3
“INTO THE WOODS”: At 8 p.m. performance of 
this musical classic at Purchase College on An-
derson Hill Rd. For tickets call 251-6200 or visit 
www.artscenter.org.

Ongoing
SADDLE UP SATURDAYS: Jonathan Demme presents 
Westerns at noon Jan. 7, 14, 21 and 28 at Jacob 
Burns Film Center in Pleasantville. Call 747-5555 
or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

“SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER”: Through Jan. 29 at the 
Westchester Broadway Theatre in Elmsford. Din-
ner at 6:15 p.m. & show at 8 p.m. Call 592-2222 
or visit www.broadwaytheatre.com.

TEACHING TRAILS – WEEKEND WALKS FOR ALL 
AGES: At 11:30 a.m. Saturdays and Sundays at the 
Greenburgh Nature Center in Scarsdale. Call 723-
3470 or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

EXHIBIT: “The Migraine Book” by Lea Carmichael 
on display to Jan. 30 at the Irvington Public 
Library.  Call 591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonli-
brary.org. 

EXHIBIT: Local artist Laura Sullivan’s work is being 
shown at the Warner Library in Tarrytown.  Call 
631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

EXHIBIT: The Electric Quartet at the Ossining 
Public Library. Reception Jan. 8 from 2 p.m. - 4 
p.m.  Call 941-2416 or visit www.ossininglibrary.
org.

IRVINGTON RUNNING MEETUP: Group meets 
multiple times per week to keep fit, keep in touch 
and have fun. Beginning runners always welcome. 
Visit www.meetup.com/Irvington-running-
Meetup. 

STONE BARNS’ CENTER FOR FOOD AND AGRICUL-
TURE IN POCANTICO HILLS: Open Wed. – Sun. 
from 10 a.m. 6 p.m. Produce, meat and eggs avail-
able in Farm Store.  Call 366-6200 or visit www.
stonebarnscenter.org.

FIELD GOODS WEEKLY PRODUCE DELIVERY: Now 
available at the Ossining Public Library. Subscrib-
ers receive 5 to 8 different types of fruits and 
vegetables weekly, sourced from some 80 small 
farms. Sign up at www.Field-Goods.com or e-mail 
info@field-good.com. 

IRVINGTON-HUDSON RIVER TIFFANY TRAIL: This 
electronic guide leads visitors to sites from the 
Bronx to Briarcliff Manor open to the public dis-
playing the work of Louis Comfort Tiffany. Visit 
www.tiffanytrailcom.

MAH JONGG: Mondays at 1 p.m. at Temple Beth 
Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or e-mail 
adulted@tba-ny.org to ensure there are enough 
players for a game.

MEN’S CLUB: Meets every Wednesday at 9:45 a.m. 
at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Meetings 
have varied speakers and are open to the public 
free of charge. Call 366-7898 or visit www.jc-
conthehudson.org.

TORAH STUDY: Rabbi Holtz leads a class Wednes-
days at 10 a.m. at Temple Beth Abraham in 
Tarrytown. No previous knowledge required. Call 
631-1770 or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org.

CHESS CLUB: The Warner Library Chess Club 
meets on the second, third and fourth Thursday 
of the month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. Call 
631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

HEALTHY LIFE SERIES: Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center in Sleepy Hollow offers the community a 
wide range of programs on health-related subjects 
as well as health screenings and support groups. 
Visit www.phelpshospital.org.

FILMS FOR CHILDREN: Weekends at noon at the 
Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville. Call 
747-5555 or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org

Check out the complete directory for January at www.thehudsonindependent.com

92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTE9)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591

Phone# 332-0294
WWW.123WINEAVE.COM

Grape Expectations
WINE AND LIQUOR MERCHANT

15% OFF
YOUR NEXT

WINE PURCHASE
WITH THIS AD. CANNOT BE

COMBINED WITH OTHER
DISCOUNTS. SOME ITEMS ARE
EXCLUDED. NO MINIMUM OR

MAXIMUM.

Monday, January 23: At 10 a.m. enjoy lecture/performance by violinist Shem 
Guibbory at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown.

Thursday, January 26: At 8 p.m. legendary singer/songwriter Kris Kristofferson 
will perform at The Tarrytown Music Hall.



Anne Harmon
Anne Harmon, a philanthropist, Ardsley-

on-Hudson resident and longtime cham-
pion of The Clear View School and Day 
Treatment Center in Briarcliff Manor, died 
December 14 at her home.

Inspired by the birth of her own special 
needs child and her favorite poem “Heav-
en’s Special Child” by an unknown author, 
Mrs. Harmon was instrumental in the 
school’s founding in 1968, and in its con-
tinued growth. As a parent, staff member, 
volunteer, supporter and board member, 
Mrs. Harmon took on all those roles tire-
lessly with enthusiasm and joy.  She was re-
sponsible for the school’s longtime relation-
ship with actress Julie Harris, who became 
one of Clear View’s most loyal and generous 
benefactors. In fact, the historic 100-year 

old theater set in Clear View’s Vanderlip 
Hall bears Harris’ name. In the late 1970s, 
Harmon and Harris forged a friendship 
that would extend through the years. 

Mrs. Harmon also enjoyed her affiliation 
with The Thursday Club—a philanthropic 
foundation that makes grants to non-profit 
agencies serving the community.  Clear 
View Executive Director, Charles Devlin, 
remembered Mrs. Harmon with great af-
fection, calling her “a gentlewoman of 
strength, generosity and grace.” He said, 
“She proved [her] passion over and over 
again by tireless and generous service in so 
many different ways.”

Fellow board member and dear friend, 
Carol Deer, of New York City, credited 
Mrs. Harmon with teaching her about the 
work of the school that serves mentally ill 

and emotionally disabled children. “There 
are many good causes and charities but in 
this case I can see the results,” Deer said. 
“I’m lucky; I have four nephews that never 
required the specialized care these children 
do.  I owe it to them, and to all children, to 
do what I can to help.”

The Clear View School and Day Treat-
ment Center serves children from over 40 
surrounding districts. The school serves 
students from ages three to 21 by provid-
ing integrated and comprehensive academic 
programming and therapeutic care.   

Mrs. Harmon, is survived by her hus-
band Howard (Bunky ) Harmon and two 
children, Julie and Jamie and a grandson, 
Julian. In recognition of her unwavering 
devotion to the school, the family has re-
quested that donations may be made in her 
honor to The Clear View School and Day 
Treatment Center, 480 Albany Post Road, 
Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510.

Lawrence Brown, 93
Lawrence C. Brown, a former longtime 

resident of Tarrytown, died December 3. 
He was 93.

Mr. Brown worked as Head Custodian 
Engineer at John Paulding Elementary 
School for the Public Schools of the Tarry-
towns for 28 years. After retirement, he and 
his wife, Irene, who died in 2012, moved 

to Wilmington in 1984. He was a talker, 
made countless friends on and off the golf 
course, and volunteered for many commu-
nity groups. 

Mr. Brown met his wife in 1943 at a 
dance in Leamington Spa, England while 
he was serving in the U.S. Army Medi-
cal Corps. Married in 1945, Irene arrived 
in the U.S. in 1946 aboard an ocean liner 
commissioned for the purpose of transport-
ing “war brides” from Europe. They were 
truly lovebirds.

Donald Costello, 80
Donald E. Costello, loving husband, 

father, grandpa and lifelong resident of Ir-
vington, died peacefully December 18. He 
was 80.

Mr. Costello was a familiar sight in the vil-
lage - at the post office, the fire department, 
the History Center, the Senior Center, at 
the park, and up and down Main Street. All 
were near and dear to him, as were his be-
loved yet beleaguered Mets and Jets. He was 
also very proud of his service to our country, 
serving in the Army up in Alaska during the 
Cold War as he monitored the air and sea 
activity of the Russians.

Don leaves behind his wife of 58 years, 
Florence, his daughters Pam and Karen, his 
sons-in-law Bob and David, and grandsons 
Will, Shaw and Max.
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Letters

Editorial

by Alexa BrandenbergInquiring Photographer

“What is your New Year’s Resolution?”

Rosemary Clarke
Irvington

“To walk to work instead of  
driving.”

Marilyn Ghilardi
Irvington

“I just retired this year so I am 
going to enjoy life and play.”

Benny Gjevukaj
Works in Irvington

“To quit smoking.”

Todd Brown
Sleepy Hollow

“To forgive Trump supporters.”

Lynne Lori Sylvan

Tarrytown

“To get an acting agent.”

Americans makes choices based on the 
information they have, and today that in-
formation is conveyed to them in multiple 
ways through the media. Increasingly, we 
hear claims of partiality in news coverage. 
That’s why keeping our readers informed 
with objective, balanced news report-
ing of events in our local communities 
-  The Hudson Independent’s goal since its 
inception - is so important. As this news-
paper enters its 12th year of publication, 
our readers are the best judge of whether 
we have been consistent in reaching and 
maintaining that goal. From the feedback 

received, we believe we have.  
Among our standards are to keep com-

mentary columns and editorial opinions in 
this newspaper labeled as such, separated 
and not integrated within news coverage, 
which should be a straightforward presen-
tation of the facts, unbiased information 
from which you make your own judg-
ments. By adhering   to those principles, 
we want to both maintain and protect the 
public’s trust.   

Service to our communities - Irvington, 
Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow  - was the 
primary motivating factor in publishing 

this newspaper. Supporting our aim, 70 
local residents became shareholders to fi-
nance the paper’s start-up costs. Without 
them, the paper would not have existed. 
Others volunteered to assist our small pro-
fessional staff in producing the newspaper 
and remain so to this day. Most of our Edi-
torial Board members are volunteers, as is 
our corporate board. To our staff and the 
volunteers among them, we owe gratitude 
for keeping The Hudson Independent a reli-
able and credible source of news and in-
formation. 

Over the past 11 years, our advertisers, 

who believe that appearing in this newspa-
per has aided their businesses and profes-
sions, have provided the revenue that has 
kept the paper going. To them we also owe 
thanks for their confidence in the effective-
ness with which we get their message to 
the public.    

And to you, our readers, our gratitude 
is due for the trust you have placed in us 
over the years, finding our pages a reliable 
provider of news and information. 

Happy New Year to all!

A Dozen Years Providing Objective News Coverage

2016 was an Eventful Year in Greenburgh

To the Editor:

Greenburgh had a very eventful year 
in 2016 with lots of accomplishments 
that impacted Tarrytown and Irvington. 
The opening of Brightview assisted living 
facility off of Benedict…new solar pan-
els at Town Hall that will save the town 
$622,000 over a 30 year period…an agree-
ment with Westchesterpower.org that has 
saved ratepayers money…the first reas-
sessment in 60 years…becoming the first 
community in NYS that was authorized by 
the NYS Legislature to phase in the im-
pacts of reassessment increases…achieving 
the Automobile Club of the Northeast’s 
highest award for our pedestrian safety ini-
tiatives…approving the first comprehen-
sive plan in town history…the opening of 
Paw’s Crossed, a no kill animal shelter…
creation of a new committee to help recent 

college graduates who can’t find work…
overseeing Regeneron’s plans to build a 
1,000,000 square foot bio tech expansion 
(9 new research and development build-
ings)…3,400 new LED lights that will 
cut streetlight energy usage by 61%...first 
law enforcement agency in the county that 
outfitted each patrol officer with their own 
individual body cameras…the growth of 
the Human Rights Committee and much 
more!

I am preparing my 2017 goals for the 
town. Your suggestions are welcome. One 
major new goal: a sidewalk from Hack-
ley to Route 119 on Benedict. Your sug-
gestions would be enormously welcome. 
Please e mail me at pfeiner@greenburghny.
com.

Paul Feiner
Greenburgh Town Supervisor



by Marcie Cuff

Well, the holidays have quickly passed 
us by. I only hope that wherever you spent 
them, you were with the people you love, 
eating the food you adore, and singing 
your favorite holiday songs. And I hope 
that, at some point, somebody handed you 
something sweet and warm to drink when 
you walked in the door. 

Every year around this time—well into 
the winter season, but long after winter has 
lost its charm—we predictably get a cold 
snap full of brisk winds and a thin film of 
ice on every outdoor surface, and suddenly 
we’re catapulted into the longest chill ever. 
We are well into winter hibernation now, 
and the entire month of January in New 
York requires its own family-friendly elixir 
that pairs with chili, lasagna Bolognese, 
sweet potato casserole and holiday cookies. 
For this, I offer up this sweet, warm anti-
dote adapted from Cook’s Illustrated and 
Deb Perelman of the Smitten Kitchen. 

Homemade Hot Cocoa
(makes 8 cups):

1 cup granulated sugar
2 tablespoons cornstarch
6 oz semisweet chocolate
1 cup cocoa powder
1 tsp vanilla extract
½ tsp sea salt

To Make: Combine all the ingredients 
in a food processor and blend until pow-
dery. Or, just chop the chocolate until it’s 
fine and then stir in the remaining ingre-
dients. Keep the mix in an airtight con-
tainer at room temperature until spring 
arrives. 

To Use: Heat up one cup of milk in a 
saucepan until it’s steamy. Add 3 table-
spoons of hot cocoa mix. Whisk over 
heat until the mix completely dissolves. 
Pour it into a mug and top it with marsh-
mallows and fresh whipped cream.

This drink is just the perfect thing for 
when you’re feeling positively wintered-out. 
Added bonus: it lacks the bad stuff—corn 
syrup, hydrogenated oils, preservatives, ar-
tificial flavor—that commercially packaged 
varieties have. It really is the absolutely best 
remedy for a brittle winter day. 

Marcie Cuff lives in Irvington, works at the 
NY Botanical Garden, and is the author of 
“This Book Was a Tree”(Perigee Books). For 
more ideas like this, look for her book at any 
bookstore, or visit her blog Mossy at http://
mossymossy.com.
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by Neal Rentz

Millions of Americans gather every week-
end nationwide to take part in community 
activities, whether in houses of worship or 
sports stadiums and arenas.

Rabbi David Holtz of Temple Beth Abra-
ham in Tarrytown said last month he sees 
many similarities between congregants and 
sports fans. 

Holtz discussed “The Religion of Sports” 
during a meeting of the Men’s Club at the 
JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown.

The word “fan” comes from fanatic and 
there are sports fans and religious fanatics, 
he explained.

Holtz said many of his ideas on the con-
nections between sports and religion came 
from Michael Novak, an American Catho-
lic philosopher.

Holtz said pro football is “almost like 
Shabbat,” as both are scheduled on regu-

lar weekend days. There is a portion of the 
year during which the High Holy Days are 
scheduled, just as playoff games are. “The 
sports calendar has a similar feel,” he stated.  

Though fans are not part of the games, 
they feel they are part of the action in a sta-

dium or arena, Holtz maintained. 
They feel they are “…being a par-
ticipant as a spectator,” he said.

Being at a sporting event or at-
tending a religious service is impor-
tant to the participants because they 
are part of a large group with a sense 
of togetherness, Holtz explained. 

Religious services and games have 
regular rituals that are followed, 

Holtz noted. For example, in the Jewish 
faith there are prayers, candle lighting and 
readings from the Torah. A popular ritual 
at Jewish weddings is the breaking of a 
glass. There are several rituals at sporting 

events, including having fans of a college 
team wear their school’s colors or a uni-
form of the team they are supporting dur-
ing the event.

Sporting events and religious services 
provide opportunities to have socialization 
at a particular location with both friends 
and strangers, Holtz added. At a sport-
ing event, fans will celebrate with people 
whom they did not know previously. 

Sports and religion have their own rules 
and have “a sense of discipline,” Holtz said. 
The rules of such sports as baseball and 
football have their own bibles. Many peo-
ple do not like changes to religious services, 
while some sports fans were upset when 
the three-point field goal was introduced 
to basketball and the two-point conversion 
option came to football.

A key thing that both sports and religion 
have in common is the need “for something 
bigger than ourselves,” Holtz stressed. 

Religion of Sports Discussed by Rabbi in Tarrytown
Rabbi David Holtz of Temple Beth 
Abraham in Tarrytown discussed 
the topic “The Religion of Sports” 
during a meeting of the Men’s 
Club at the JCC on the Hudson in 
Tarrytown.

Harvest on Hudson

The Winter Warm-Up
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Food Bank for Westchester, the 
leading organization providing 
programs for the 200,000 county 
residents who are food insecure, an-
nounced the appointment of Tarry-
town resident Leslie B. Gordon as 
its new President and CEO, effec-
tive January 17, 2017. 

Gordon, a fourth generation Tarrytown 
resident, has extensive experience at City 
Harvest developing initiatives to serve the 
hungry in New York City. She succeeds El-
len Lynch who announced, in September, 
that she was stepping down.

“Leslie Gordon brings to Food Bank 
for Westchester a wealth of leadership ex-
perience and expertise to help us in our 
ongoing efforts to eradicate hunger in the 
county.  Leslie has a proven record of suc-
cess at City Harvest where she developed 
and implemented innovative programs to 
help feed people who face hunger.  We are 
thrilled to have her on board as our new 
President and CEO,” said Maria Bronzi, 
Board Chair of Food Bank for Westchester.   

“I am truly honored to have the 
opportunity to lead one of the re-
gion’s most admired organizations 
fighting hunger.  I look forward to 
working with everyone on the Food 
Bank team -- from our outstanding 
board and dedicated staff and volun-
teers to our community agencies and 
donors -- to continue the mission of 
creating a hunger-free environment 
in Westchester,” Gordon said.

As Senior Director, Program Strat-
egy & Operations for City Harvest, 
Gordon served as a key executive 
leading City Harvest’s “Healthy 
Neighborhoods” plan to improve 
food access and nutritional behav-
iors for a half-million low-income 
residents and pioneering a new strat-
egy that doubled the food distrib-
uted annually from 30 to 60 million 
pounds in five years. City Harvest 
collects nutritious food that would 
otherwise go to waste and delivers it 
free of charge to soup kitchens, food 
pantries and other community food 
programs across the five boroughs.

Prior to joining City Harvest in 
2007, Gordon worked under An-
thony Kennedy Shriver, the State 

Director of Best Buddies Pennsyl-
vania, an organization that creates 
opportunities for one-to-one friend-
ships, integrated employment and 
leadership development for people 
with intellectual and developmen-
tal disabilities (IDD).  Prior to that, 
she served as Founding Director 
of Made in Hudson Valley, which 
promoted products manufactured 
in the Hudson Valley, and served 
under General Colin Powell as Na-
tional Director of America’s Prom-
ise-The Alliance for Youth, a foun-
dation dedicated to improving the 
lives of children and youth from all 
socioeconomic sectors.

Gordon is a graduate of SUNY 
New Paltz where she majored in 
sociology.  She is a frequent guest 
speaker at various organizations ad-
dressing issues of hunger including 
the National Conference on Emer-
gency Feeding and the National 
Academy of Sciences, Institute of 
Medicine on Seniors & Hunger. She 
is also a guest lecturer of Fordham 
University’s Non-Profit Leadership 
Graduate Program.

Tarrytown Resident Named Food Bank President and CEO
Our Neighbors

Leslie B. Gordon

About Food Bank for Westchester For more than 27 years, Food Bank for West-
chester (FB4W) has led the fight against hunger in 
Westchester County, serving 300 frontline programs 
that provide food directly to the 200,000 county 
residents who are hungry or food insecure. FB4W 
supplies 95 percent of all food distributed annually 
across the region’s food pantries, soup kitchens, 

shelters, and daycare and residential programs – 
delivering over 7.5 million meals to people in need 
just last year. FB4W’s collaboration with major 
retailers and corporations, and its expertise in food 
procurement, storage, and distribution, turns every 
monetary donation into fresh food provided for our 
community. To learn more, visit FB4W.org.   




