
Of the approximately 5,000 arrests the 
Greenburgh Drug and Alcohol Task Force 
have made since 2002, Commanding Offi-
cer Harold Young estimates 1,200 involved 
heroin. 

That’s nearly 25 percent, “a good piece of 
it,” he said.

In late June, the state Legislature passed 
11 bills aimed at strengthening penalties for 
distributors, increasing access to treatment, 
and raising public awareness of the prob-
lem Gov. Andrew Cuomo said was spread-
ing through the state “like fire through dry 
grass.”

In 2013, the Greenburgh force seized 980 
small bags of heroin from a car in Yonkers 
bound for Vermont, but on an ongoing ba-
sis what keeps the nine-officer unit serving 
Greenburgh, North Castle and Sleepy Hol-
low busy are small-batch cases. 

A few weeks ago, the task force arrested 
teens in a car with seven glassine bags of 
heroin on them. “That’s the most common,” 
Young said. 

Psychiatrist Dr. Rachel Schoolcraft said 
Phelps Memorial Hospital’s addiction treat-
ment center has only gotten busier in the 
four years she’s worked there. “We are seeing 
more people in their early 20s developing 
severe addictions,” Schoolcraft said. 

However, both she and Young couldn’t 
narrow down the heroin problem to any 
standard profile. “This touches all economic 
levels, all education levels, people with fami-
lies, people doing very well for themselves. 
This does not discriminate along any line.”

Though increasingly common, heroin use 
can be tough to spot – at least in its earlier 
stages. 

“These are nice kids. Nice families. Beau-
tiful girls shooting up between their toes,” 
Young described. “They’ve gotten very 
creative. It used to be that someone wear-
ing long sleeves in the summer was hiding 
needle marks, but not anymore.” 

Young said “parents have no clue,” but he 
aims to change that.

“By catching them and letting their par-
ents know we’re doing them the greatest jus-

A clean water watchdog organization released a report last month revealing many locations in 
the Hudson River, including in Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow, fail to meet federally recommended 
guidelines for safe swimming and other recreational activities.

According to the “How’s the Water? 2014” report from Riverkeeper, 23 percent of monthly samples 
for bacteria that indicates sewage and other fecal contamination from 2008-2013 failed the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) safe swimming guidelines, and 61% of the 74 locations in the 
Hudson failed EPA criteria for recreational water.

The Town of Greenburgh is now two 
months into a comprehensive residential 
tax reassessment, a complicated and time-
consuming effort that was last conducted 
in 1956. For residents asking, “Is it neces-
sary?” and “Can we trust the town to do it 
right?” the answers appear to be “Yes.” 

“The project is going well so far,” re-
marked Edye McCarthy, Greenburgh As-
sessor. Tyler Technologies, hired by the 
Town to direct the reassessment, has com-
pleted work in the villages of Ardsley and 
Elmsford, and the northern unincorpo-
rated part of Greenburgh. In the past few 
weeks, the company has worked its way 
through Tarrytown and has encountered 
few significant obstacles. The most note-
worthy setback was a lack of communica-
tion concerning the data collector’s pend-
ing visits. 

Town Supervisor Paul Feiner reported 

facing, “a handful 
of complaints from 
residents who felt we 
could do a better job 
providing advance no-
tification.” 

“I just found out 
that a man was mea-
suring the outside of 
my house. I had no 
idea they were com-
ing,” said Tara Thayer, 
a Tarrytown resident. 

In response to those 
complaints, Mc-
Carthy is working 
to ensure the project 
is better publicized. 
“We have tried to no-
tify residents by presenting the process on 
television, radio, the town website, emails, 
along with a brochure sent to all residents 
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Heroin On The 
Rise in Area 
Communities
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Communication Issues Surface with 
Housing Reassessment

Continued on page 561% of locations tested in Hudson failed EPA criteria for recreational water activities. 

Grace Carr, standing in front of her 
house on McKeel Avenue in Tarrytown, 
where data collectors have already paid 
a visit. 

Photo by Tess Weitzner

by Rick Pezzullo

Riverkeeper Raises Concerns over 
Swimming Safety in Hudson



Well into another warm 
weather season, Kingsland 
Point Park in Sleepy Hollow 
is still without a permanent 
water supply. The park’s 
water main broke early last 
summer and has yet to be 
repaired by Westchester 
County. 

“This project is going 
slower than we would like,” 
said Peter Tartaglia, Deputy 
Commissioner, Westchester 
County Parks.  

The location of the one-
to-two inch, century-old 
water pipe, which runs un-
der the Metro North Rail-
road tracks and through the 
Pocantico River, makes it “almost impos-
sible to repair,” said Sleepy Hollow Village 
Administrator Anthony Giaccio. 

Last year, in order to supply water to the 
bathrooms, dog park and the newly re-
stored bathhouse, Sleepy Hollow installed 
a temporary, above ground water line con-
nected to a fire hy-
drant outside the park 
on Palmer Avenue, but 
the solution is far from 
ideal. 

“It’s unsightly and 
we have to take it down once the freeze 
starts,” said Giaccio 

Palmer Avenue resident Haleh Tavakol 
has grown weary of the PVC pipe in front 
of her driveway. “I’ve had enough of this. 
County Executive Rob Astorino is run-
ning for governor, and he can’t even take 
care of this little problem!” she remarked.

While Sleepy Hollow funds day-to-day 
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“The Hudson River and its tributaries 
are the public’s beach, and the public de-
serves clean water,” said Paul Gallay, Presi-
dent of Hudson Riverkeeper. “That right is 
enshrined in the Clean Water Act, and it’s 
our job to stop the pollution that too often 
makes the water unsafe for swimming.”

Riverkeeper pointed out exposure to 
pathogens in recreational waters soiled by 
fecal contamination can cause a variety of 
severe and life-threatening illnesses, includ-
ing vomiting and diarrhea. Riverkeeper 
samples locations between New York 
Harbor and Waterford and in tributaries 
monthly from May to October in collabo-

ration with scientists.
Testing of tributaries found they are 

often more contaminated than the river 
itself and act as pollution sources. To im-
prove the swimming quality of the Hud-
son, Riverkeeper maintained state and local 
funding must be preserved and expanded 
for wastewater infrastructure, pollution en-
forcement and water quality monitoring.

Some of the areas mentioned by River-
keeper in need of additional pollution con-
trols were the waterfront in Tarrytown and 
the Pocantico River tributary. The Pocan-
tico River begins at Echo Lake, adjacent to 
the Saw Mill River Parkway in New Castle, 
and flows through a patchwork of subur-
ban and undeveloped areas, emptying into 
the Hudson at Kingsland Point Park in 

Riverkeeper
Continued from page 1

Let Green�eld Plumbing & Heating keep her COOL.

The name you have trusted for over 45 years to take care of your 
plumbing & heating needs can now take care of your air conditioning as well.

Call us today to schedule your annual 
cleaning and check-up so that your cooling 

equipment is running at peak e�ciency.

(914) 591-9432
24 Hour Emergency Service

www.green�eldplumbing.com
Licensed.  Bonded.  Insured

Westchester License # 193  •  All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
Locally Owned & Operated by

Joey Good & Joe Clarke

You r Wi fe I sYou r Wi fe I s HOT ! !

by Alexa BrandenbergInquiring Photographer

“Do you think it’s safe to swim in the Hudson River?”

Blake Norman, 19
Sleepy Hollow

“I think it is beyond safe and we 
are lucky to have access to such a 
beautiful river.”

Carlos Villa, 19
Sleepy Hollow

“I don’t think so.  There’s so much 
toxic waste in there that it might 
actually be dangerous.”

Kristen Wuerffel, 41
Sleepy Hollow

“Yes, I just went for a swim.”

Arley Morton
Tarrytown

“Only if: Your immune system 
isn’t compromised. You have no 
open wounds. It hasn’t rained in 
three days. You can actually swim 
(always use the buddy system). 
Otherwise you should be fine.”

Peggy Wise
Tarrytown

“I’m just not sure.  I wouldn’t 
encourage my grandchildren to 
swim in it.”

Continued on page 4



Well into another warm 
weather season, Kingsland 
Point Park in Sleepy Hollow 
is still without a permanent 
water supply. The park’s 
water main broke early last 
summer and has yet to be 
repaired by Westchester 
County. 

“This project is going 
slower than we would like,” 
said Peter Tartaglia, Deputy 
Commissioner, Westchester 
County Parks.  

The location of the one-
to-two inch, century-old 
water pipe, which runs un-
der the Metro North Rail-
road tracks and through the 
Pocantico River, makes it “almost impos-
sible to repair,” said Sleepy Hollow Village 
Administrator Anthony Giaccio. 

Last year, in order to supply water to the 
bathrooms, dog park and the newly re-
stored bathhouse, Sleepy Hollow installed 
a temporary, above ground water line con-
nected to a fire hy-
drant outside the park 
on Palmer Avenue, but 
the solution is far from 
ideal. 

“It’s unsightly and 
we have to take it down once the freeze 
starts,” said Giaccio 

Palmer Avenue resident Haleh Tavakol 
has grown weary of the PVC pipe in front 
of her driveway. “I’ve had enough of this. 
County Executive Rob Astorino is run-
ning for governor, and he can’t even take 
care of this little problem!” she remarked.

While Sleepy Hollow funds day-to-day 

maintenance of the park, the County is 
responsible for big-ticket items that cost 
more than $20,000. The design plans 
alone for this project cost $200,000 and 
the County has budgeted up to $700,000 
for construction cost. 

The County is considering two design 
options, according to 
Tartaglia: One is to 
replace what’s there 
and attach the pipe to 
the bridge instead of 
under the water. The 

other one is more expensive and requires 
boring a new location under the railroad 
tracks so the pipe can be underground and 
better protected. Ultimately Metro North 
will have final approval over the design. 

Since the project is just in the design 
phase, it is unknown when construction 
might begin, but “I guarantee you it won’t 
be this year,” Giaccio said. 
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The Village of Sleepy Hollow recently 
saved about $30,000 by taking advan-
tage of a shared services program pro-
vided by Westchester County to study 
the village’s downtown.

Sleepy Hollow will use the report 
produced by the county’s Planning De-
partment as the basis for its future plan-
ning needs. The report contains detailed 
maps, census data, zoning code summa-
ries and storefront inventories.

“Government can do more with less 

when it optimizes its resources,” said 
County Executive Rob Astorino. “In 
this case, the beneficiary is one of West-
chester’s treasured Main Streets.”

The village has issued a request for 
proposals for a consultant who will 
utilize the study to determine the best 
strategies to attract potential developers 
and investors.

“Acquiring this kind of data on our 
own would have been time consuming 
and expensive,” said Mayor Ken Wray. 
“The County worked quickly, allowing 
us to move faster than anticipated, and 
the data is of excellent quality.”

Sleepy Hollow Saves $30,000 
by Doing Planning Study 
with County

Dr. Debra Bernstein
68 Main Street
Irvington, NY
914-231-7557

SQUINTSQUINT®®

eye exams  frames  
contact lenses  accessories

PTOMETRY

www.squintoptometry.com

Summer Hours (July & August):
Tues: 9-5  ·  Wed: 11-7
Thu, Fri: 11-5
Sat - Mon: Closed

VSP Provider

by Elaine Marranzano

Repair of Kingsland Point 
Park Water Main Costly 
and Complicated  

Temporary water line connected to a fire hydrant on 
Palmer Avenue.

Photo by Elaine Marranzano

“This project is going slower  
than we would like.”  

— Anthony Giaccio

“The doctors understood how important 
it was to get me back to work in a week.”
Ricky R., colon patient

Hudson Valley Surgical Group. Providing 
patients the latest in Minimally Invasive 
Surgery while utilizing the most advanced 
technology.

■ Abdomen ■ Appendix
■ Hernia ■ Colon & Rectal
■ Gallbladder ■ Thyroid

Hudson Valley 
Surgical Group

777 N. Broadway, Suite 204, Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591
914.631.3660  |  HudsonValleySurgeons.com

The Advantages of Laparoscopic 
Colon Surgery
Hudson Valley Surgical Group’s Minimally 
Invasive Center offers patients a better choice 
for colon surgery.
Benefits include:
 � Less postoperative pain       
 � Shorten hospital stay 
 � Quicker return to normal activity 
 � Improved cosmetic results

©2014 Hudson Valley Surgical Group | All Rights Reserved.

Robert Raniolo, MD & Har Chi Lau, MD
Castle Connolly’s Top Doctors™ in America
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A Sleepy Hollow man was 
sentenced to 22 years in jail 
last month after pleading 
guilty, in late May, to mur-
dering his wife by choking 
her in their home in Webber 
Park last year.

Christopher Howson, 50, 
pled guilty on May 29 to manslaughter 
and strangulation in the fi rst degree, both 
felonies, in the death of Th eresa Gorski, 
47. 

Westchester County Judge Richard 
Molea reportedly told Howson the kill-

tice. Th e best you can do is let them know 
about it,” Young said. “Th ese arrests pay 
the bills, but we actually really want to help 
people.”

Th e court often orders young criminal 
possession off enders an evaluation with 
TASC, Westchester Coun-
ty’s Treatment Alternatives 
for Safer Communities 
agency, favoring diversion 
over incarceration. “It’s 
the dealers we have to be 
a little tougher on,” Young 
said. “Not the kid with a 
few bags that need a little 
help.”

A small bag of heroin, 
bought in New York City 
for as low as $6 to $10, 
can sell in Westchester for 
$8 to $15, with the price 
rising the farther you go. 

“Th ere’s a lot of profi t in 
this,” Young said.

Th e drug trade “in 
today’s world is a deliv-
ery business,” Young said. “From Yonkers, 
they’re coming up Route 9 and serving the 
villages.” On Route 119, police nab drivers 
coming in and out of Elmsford and White 
Plains. “Th ey’re all over the place.” 

College students are going down to the 
Bronx and Brooklyn and bringing heroin 
back to school with them, Young said. Th ey 
“usually make a stop along the way to shoot 
up in the car on the way back,” Young said, 
adding that anyone involved in distributing 
is typically a user as well. “Ideally we grab 
them before they hurt anybody.”

Police are very cautious in checking cars 
since they don’t want to get pricked by hid-
den needles. Tell-tale signs of use include 
empty water bottles and upturned bottles. 
Users often stash needles in the driver’s sun 
visor where glass meets cloth.

“Th ink that that could never be you – you 
would never shoot up? Th at’s what everyone 
thinks,” Dr. Schoolcraft said. “Many who 
would say ‘I’d never inject’ end up doing 
just that.” 

Once you get to that point and experience 
that kind of fast-track to euphoria, it’s hard 

Moving expeditiously to replace John 
Sardy as its Executive Director, the Great-
er Sleepy Hollow Tarrytown Chamber of 
Commerce, has named a successor who 
took over the part-time position this month. 
Sardy, whose tenure drew widespread praise 
from Chamber members, announced ear-
ly in July that he was leaving Tarrytown. 
Sardy’s successor will be Tina Zagrobelny, 
who has lived with her husband and two 
sons in Tarrytown for the past 11 years.  

Zagrobelny had been with PepsiCo, Inc. 
for 24 years before, as she described it, “I 
felt it was time for a change,” adding that, 
“I decided to start my own advertising busi-
ness so I would have the fl exibility to spend 
more time with my family. She has also 
worked with the Chamber in producing its 
business maps for the past several years.” 

Th e Chamber’s 12 member Board of Di-
rectors gave Zagrobelny a unanimous ap-
proval after meeting with her last month. 
“I am fortunate to be able to work in such 
a great community,” she told Th e Hudson 
Independent. “Over the next few weeks,” 
she said, “I will be transitioning into the 
role with all the passion and enthusiasm I 
can bring to the workplace. In the coming 
months, I would like to meet with business 
owners to identify ways we can partner to 
benefi t the business community.” Zagrobel-
ny invited business people to “please stop by 
and say hello,” as she settles into the Cham-
ber’s Visitor’s Center. She noted that Sardy 
“has done great things for the business com-
munity in the villages, and I look forward to 
picking up where he left off .” 

Plaudits fl owed for Sardy at a farewell 
dinner honoring him at Tarry Tavern late 
last month. Offi  cers and board members 
were fervent in describing his work for the 

Chamber of Commerce. He was awarded 
a plaque, with the inscription, “In recog-
nition for Steadfast Dedication and Out-
standing Service to the Greater Sleepy Hol-
low Tarrytown Chamber of Commerce”

Th eresa McCarthy, the Chamber’s Co-
President, said, “His personal investment 
in the Chamber has been nothing sort of 
incredible.” She noted that much of Sardy’s 
service was voluntary, because the Cham-
ber, as a non-profi t, “pays a meager salary” 
for the part-time post. He also had been a 
President, Co-President, and Treasurer of 
the Chamber prior to his taking the Direc-
tor’s position in 2009. She lauded him for 
having a “positive impact on our tourism 
industry and his social media marketing 
skills, besides his day-to-day administrative 
work.” McCarthy also described Sardy as 
being, “passionate about our communities 
and caring deeply for its people and busi-
nesses.” Citing Sardy’s “compassion that 

he extended to me upon the death of my 
father,” McCarthy maintained, “It is John’s 
humanity that has most impressed me 
about him. I am profoundly sad to see him 
go.” 

 “Besides being a fabulous person with an 
abundance of energy, he is full of passion 
and a wonderful soul and will be greatly 
missed,” Co-President Leslie Blanco Ishoo 
said of Sardy. 

   “During all the years that I was on the 
board,” Terrence McGlynn said, “John was 
very adept at keeping the important issues 
on track in our meetings, He always kept 
focus on the value that we need to bring to 
our membership as that is what is so im-
portant to keep and grow our membership. 
Although John was only listed as a part-
time chamber executive, he gave full time 
attention to the many aspects of our busi-
ness community. He will be missed by all.” 

“We will miss him,” said Kevin Kaye, an-

other Board member and chamber offi  cer. 
“He has done a fantastic job, and he cares 
deeply about the people he touches every 
day as well as the community he has been 
very much a part of. I wish him well and 
happiness for whatever he will be doing.”  

Sardy is not sure what he will pursue dur-
ing what he calls “time in semi-retirement,” 
except that he will be doing it for a while in 
Covington, Louisiana, on the state’s “north 
shore,” less than an hour from New Or-
leans, where he spent time in the past in the 
restaurant business. “I am going to decom-
press for about a month or two, and then I 
am going to decide where I want to be and 
what I want to do for the next 10 years of 
my life,” he stated. A native of the Bronx, 
Sardy had lived locally “on and off ” for 30 
years. He has had a varied career, having 
served in the priesthood in the New York 
area for eight years after being ordained by 
Cardinal Terrance Cooke. In addition to 
his post with the Chamber, and working in 
real estate, he had a job with the Container 
Store in White Plains. 

“I am looking forward to settling down in 
a more aff ordable economy,” he said. Sardy 
counted as his foremost achievements with 
the Chamber: the implementation of street 
fairs and initiating the Chamber’s Milestone 
Awards and its Chamber Choice Awards. 
“It has been a joy to have been part of the 
Chamber and to have worked with all the 
offi  cers and board members who have do-
nated their valuable time to get it moving. 
I will miss it.” 

by Robert Kimmel

Sleepy Hollow Tarrytown Chamber Selects Successor to Sardy
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Continued from page 1

A large group of well-wishers, including Tarrytown Mayor Drew Fixell and Sleepy Hol-
low Mayor Ken Wray, honored John Sardy (top center) at a dinner and welcomed new 
Executive Director Tina Zagrobelny.

Sleepy Hollow. 
“Th e good news is that bacterial counts of 

77% of Riverkeeper’s samples in the Hud-
son River Estuary were within EPA guide-
lines for safe swimming,” said Captain John 
Lipscomb, director of Riverkeeper’s Water 
Quality Program. “We are confi dent that 
the public, when informed of water quality 

problems, will demand and support waste 
water infrastructure investment.”

One of the positive steps already taken, 
according to Riverkeeper, was the $9.9 mil-
lion upgrade to the Tarrytown pump sta-
tion.

Th e group also stated New York State 
must impose more protective standards for 
recreational water quality that adheres to 
recommendations in the EPA’s Recreation-

al Water Criteria and fully implement the 
Sewage Pollution Right to Know Act.

While the Westchester County Health 
Department routinely tests the Philipse 
Manor Swim Club in Sleepy Hollow, 
Riverkeeper suggested the County should 
expand its testing to other locations on the 
150-mile-long Hudson and its tributaries 
used for recreation and create a model to 
guide beach closure decisions.

Photo by S
unny M

cLean

Riverkeeper
Continued from page 2

Computer 
Classes for 3- 
and 4-year olds.  

Small group 
instruction provides
an encouraging 
learning environment.  

Great part-time job available
Be a Computer Kids instructor.  

Patience, dedication and a funny bone 
required.  Mostly morning hours.  $15/hr.  

Email kb_computerkids@yahoo.com 
to apply 

To find out how to bring the 
Computer Kids program to 

your child’s daycare, email Karen at 
kb_computerkids@yahoo.com.

Coin and Stamp Buyer
Visits your home……

Buying Coin & Stamp Collections
Paying highest prices for entire collections of 

coins, stamps, and paper money.
Complete Privacy and safety of your own home. 

Payment on the spot in full.
Serving the Hudson Valley!

              
Call Anthony’s 1-800-543-4514     

*Established 1958
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We are pleased to introduce 
Puparazzi Pet Grooming by Jen Florio now at our facility!

914-631-0606



Sign up now for Intervillage Continuing 
Education Courses. Fall session begins 
in September and classes continue 
throughout the season.

Need a brochure?  
Visit www.sunywcc.edu/intervillage

EMAIL: intervillage@sunywcc.edu
CALL: 914-606-6800
“LIKE” US: www.facebook.com/intervillage

FALL is coming! 

A Sleepy Hollow man was 
sentenced to 22 years in jail 
last month after pleading 
guilty, in late May, to mur-
dering his wife by choking 
her in their home in Webber 
Park last year.

Christopher Howson, 50, 
pled guilty on May 29 to manslaughter 
and strangulation in the first degree, both 
felonies, in the death of Theresa Gorski, 
47. 

Westchester County Judge Richard 
Molea reportedly told Howson the kill-

ing was a selfish act before 
handing down the sentence 
on July 15.

Howson, a computer 
software programmer, was 

facing life in prison after originally being 
charged with second degree murder. Ac-
cording to Westchester District Attorney 
Janet DiFiore, Howson called 911 on 
January 5, 2013 at about 3 a.m. stating 

tice. The best you can do is let them know 
about it,” Young said. “These arrests pay 
the bills, but we actually really want to help 
people.”

The court often orders young criminal 
possession offenders an evaluation with 
TASC, Westchester Coun-
ty’s Treatment Alternatives 
for Safer Communities 
agency, favoring diversion 
over incarceration. “It’s 
the dealers we have to be 
a little tougher on,” Young 
said. “Not the kid with a 
few bags that need a little 
help.”

A small bag of heroin, 
bought in New York City 
for as low as $6 to $10, 
can sell in Westchester for 
$8 to $15, with the price 
rising the farther you go. 

“There’s a lot of profit in 
this,” Young said.

The drug trade “in 
today’s world is a deliv-
ery business,” Young said. “From Yonkers, 
they’re coming up Route 9 and serving the 
villages.” On Route 119, police nab drivers 
coming in and out of Elmsford and White 
Plains. “They’re all over the place.” 

College students are going down to the 
Bronx and Brooklyn and bringing heroin 
back to school with them, Young said. They 
“usually make a stop along the way to shoot 
up in the car on the way back,” Young said, 
adding that anyone involved in distributing 
is typically a user as well. “Ideally we grab 
them before they hurt anybody.”

Police are very cautious in checking cars 
since they don’t want to get pricked by hid-
den needles. Tell-tale signs of use include 
empty water bottles and upturned bottles. 
Users often stash needles in the driver’s sun 
visor where glass meets cloth.

“Think that that could never be you – you 
would never shoot up? That’s what everyone 
thinks,” Dr. Schoolcraft said. “Many who 
would say ‘I’d never inject’ end up doing 
just that.” 

Once you get to that point and experience 
that kind of fast-track to euphoria, it’s hard 

to come back. Schoolcraft charts the heroin 
path: many are prescribed painkillers for le-
gitimate reasons. Over time they develop an 
addiction but are no longer able to receive 
the prescription so they get the pills illegally. 
Eventually they turn to heroin because it’s 
cheaper. 

Others might dabble in drugs recreation-
ally on the weekends. Their usage becomes 

more frequent; before 
long they have a habit. 
What begins by oral in-
gestion or snorting often 
turns to injection in the 
pursuit of a quicker reac-
tion. 

By the time abusers find 
their way to treatment, 
they are “so in the throes 
of an addiction that they 
aren’t enjoying use but 
using merely to avoid the 
symptoms of withdrawal,” 
Schoolcraft said.

The acute phase of with-
drawal can go on for seven 
to 10 days and looks and 
feels like the flu (nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhea, sweats, 

runny nose, aches, insomnia, restlessness, 
and so on). Addicts can feel these symptoms 
within 24 hours of their last use. 

Whereas cocaine withdrawal involves 
crashing and depression, coming off an opi-
ate is “very visceral, very physical,” School-
craft said. “Many do whatever they can to 
avoid that feeling. It’s very, very, very miser-
able.”

While police know what to look for in a 
car, Schoolcraft itemizes the psychological 
signs of abuse: an increase in isolation, ir-
ritability, a disinterest in things of former 
interest, less self-care; grades dropping, 
classes missed; spending increasing, asking 
for money, money missing from the house; 
changes in sleep habits. 

Often, said Schoolcraft, the addict is self-
medicating untreated depression, ADHD, 
bipolar disorder, or anxiety, but of course 
the addiction becomes a sickness of its own. 
Schoolcraft hopes increased public aware-
ness about heroin will change the common 
misperception that it’s not illness at work 
here but “some underlying psychological or 
moral failing.” 

by Rick Pezzullo

Sleepy Hollow Man Sentenced 
to 22 Years for Murdering Wife

Sleepy Hollow Tarrytown Chamber Selects Successor to Sardy
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Heroin Use on Rise
Continued from page 1

Greenburgh Drug and Alcohol 
Task Force Commanding  

Officer Harold Young.
Photo by Krista Madsen

Christopher Howson pled 
guilty to manslaughter and 
strangulation.

Continued on page 9



by Barrett Seaman

There’s a lovely Spanish-style home on 
Clifton Place in the Ardsley Park sec-
tion of Irvington that’s on the market 
for $3.5 million. The house, built in 
1905, is over 6,000 square feet, situated 
on an acre of land; it has 14 rooms and 
its own geothermal heating system. The 
Town of Greenburgh has it assessed at 
$66,850, and the current owners pay 
$80,000 in combined village, town, 
county and school taxes.

Not far up Broadway, but also close 
to the Hudson River on West Clin-
ton Avenue in Irvington, there’s a 16-
room, 7,600-sq. ft. house, built in 1907 
with lots of old world charm, listed at 
$3,925,000—and (get this) a Green-
burgh assessment of $31,700 and com-
bined taxes of only $34,214.

Also in Irvington, between Broad-
way and the river on Sunnyside Lane, 
a 4,717-sq. ft. house with 10 rooms on 
nearly an acre and a half, is listed at $3.3 
million. But it’s assessed at $53,200 and 
its current owners are paying more than 
$57,000 in taxes. 

In high-end homes like these, dispari-
ties in tax rates can be more eye-popping 
and mystifying than in houses that sell 
for a fraction of these prices. Yet Irving-
ton has its share of discrepancies up and 
down the price scale. One home valued 
at $550,000 is assessed at $17,563; an-
other valued at $555,000 is assessed at 
$11,727, according to Greenburgh tax 
records. That translates into nearly a 
50% tax premium paid by the owner of 
the “cheaper” house.

“There’s sometimes no rhyme or rea-
son” for such apparent discrepancies, 
said Therese Militano Valvano, a veteran 
Irvington real estate agent.

No rhyme, perhaps, But there are rea-

sons, according to Greenburgh’s Asses-
sor, Edye McCarthy.

New York State’s property taxes are in 
principle based on a property’s market 
value. Statewide, a home’s assessment 
is three percent of its market value; 
in Greenburgh Township, which in-
cludes Irvington, that figure is 2.77%. 
For properties that were recently built, 
or sold in the open market (no cushy 
intra-family discounts), getting a fix on 
market value is relatively easy. But since 
the last assessment done in Greenburgh 
was 1956, a lot of older homes, last ap-
praised at a fraction their current worth 
are tricky to evaluate and leave the as-
sessor with a limited bag of tools with 
which to work. These include looking 
at comparable homes in comparable 
neighborhoods — or more concretely, 
checking the local building inspector to 
see what improvements were made over 
the years.

Even documented improvements may 
not tell an accurate story, said McCar-
thy. An owner rebuilds a kitchen; the 
building inspector rates it as a $100,000 
improvement, but the real value, with 
imported marble countertops and Sub 
Zero appliances, is more like $300,000. 
Over time, the disparities can grow. 

The 69 high-end estates in what is 
now called Legend Hollow were built 
in the mid-1990s, when the real estate 
market was in the midst of a record run-
up. Sales prices in the $1-to-$2 million 
range drew high assessments. When 
new owners, like Anthony Saraniti, 
discovered that their taxes were tens of 
thousands of dollars higher than similar 
properties in older parts of Irvington, 
they launched a campaign to get the 
village to do a comprehensive reassess-
ment. They also went to small claims 

and public information sessions through-
out the town,” McCarthy said. “I, as the 
assessor along with the project manager 
from Tyler, have volunteered to speak at 
any civic association meetings, Village 
Halls, and any other civic groups.”

McCarthy pointed out that the market 
value of Greenburgh homes is based on 
outdated evaluations that go back nearly 
six decades, creating a skewed distribution 
of property taxes. An informational video 
created by Tyler Technologies (posted on 
the Town website) asks, “If you are split-
ting the check at dinner, why would want 
to pay for steak when you only ordered 
salad? It just doesn’t seem fair.” 

“We’re losing millions of dollars in re-
funds each year because of inequities in 
our tax rolls,” Feiner noted. “The reassess-
ment will create stability, predictability 
and fairness and will drastically reduce cer-
tiorari refunds in the future.”

While residents may have an interest in 

paying for salad, rather than steak, village 
officials have made it clear that homeown-
ers are not legally obligated to allow the 
tax appraisers, or “data collectors,” inside 
their homes.

“They have been very forthcoming about 
it,” said Marc Kirschner, another Tarry-
town resident.

Refusing access to the orange-vested data 
collectors, some of whom are local volun-
teers, may put homeowners at a disadvan-
tage. Properties that do not undergo inte-
rior inspection risk an imprecise updated 
market value because estimates are made 
from a home’s exterior, according to the 
Greenburgh Reassessment brochure. 

McCarthy believes it’s critical to empha-
size the importance of the tax reassessment, 
a process the town expects to take roughly 
three years. “The anticipated result of this 
project is to ensure that the property tax 
for town, county, school, fire and all other 
special district taxes is fair, equitable and 
transparent,” McCarthy said.
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Reassessment
Continued from page 1

“No Rhyme or Reason:”  
Why Reassessment is Needed in Irvington

Come See 
Our New 
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Eye Exams
Full Range 
Designer 
Eyewear
Contact 
Lenses
Insurance 
Accepted
Appointments
& Walk-ins
Welcome

Owners: Dr. Nathan DeDeo & Dr. Larah Alami
914-332-4074   /  info@hudsonrivereyecare.com
www.hudsonrivereyecare.com
4 N. Broadway, Tarrytown, NY 10591 
Tues: 10-5 •  Wed/Fri: 10-6 • Thur: 10-7 • Sat: 9-5 • Sun/Mon: Closed

SUMMER SALE!  20% o� complete set of 
prescription frame and lenses with mention of 
this ad (cannot be combined with any other o�ers or insurance)

Continued on page 9
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AWARDED 

Kudos to The Warner Library in Tarry-
town for the Children’s Room winning the 
Westchester Family 2014 Family Favorite 
for Best Library Children’s Programs. The 
editors of Westchester Family magazine stat-
ed that “Warner Library is clearly a great 
community resource”. There was some 
tough competition in the top five, includ-
ing Eastchester, Greenburgh, Ossining, 
and The Trove in White Plains.

EXPANDED

The popular Awaken Wellness Fairs, 
body-mind-spirit-green expos, have taken 
place twice a year in Tarrytown for over 
five years. This year they have expanded to 
six events in the tri-state area. These popu-
lar educational and experiential events 
draw over 100 exhibitors and nearly 1,000 
guests each spring and fall at the Double-
Tree Hotel in Tarrytown.  Because of their 
success in their “home town” of Tarry-
town, this year they will also be in Fort Lee 
NJ, Stamford CT, Brooklyn NY and New 
York City. More info is available at www.
AwakenFair.com.

CELEBRATED

Pros(e) of Pie, Westchester’s premier 
story-telling event, celebrated its one-year 
anniversary at the Tarrytown Music Hall. 
All of the proceeds from the event, which 
featured five local story-tellers, went to the 
Community Food Pantry of Sleepy Hol-
low/Tarrytown and Yonkers Partners in 
Education (YPIE). Congratulations also 
to the storytellers in their ‘best of ’ line 
up: Paul Williams, Kathleen McCarthy 
Udoff, Tanya Monier, Jill Liflander, and 
Jim Keyes. This series happens monthly 
throughout the year at W@tercooler, and 
is lovingly produced by Zak Shusterman 
and Ivy Eisenberg.

CERTIFIED

Susan Lasky, of Susan Lasky Organiz-
ing & Productivity Solutions, is the first 
Westchester/NYC coach to be certified as 
a Career Services Specialist, after complet-
ing an intensive program with Wilma Fell-
man, author of Finding a Career that Works 
for You. Particularly suited to helping peo-
ple with ADHD and related challenges  
choose the right career and job for them,  
her expertise includes an exploration of  
abilities, personality, interests, aptitudes 
and goals, along with specific strategies for 
job-seeking.  Lasky resides in Ossining and 
has 25 years of experience helping adults 
and students with productivity, organiza-
tion and ADD/ADHD issues.  www.Su-
sanLasky.com

RELEASED

Argon and The Noble Gases, an indie 
rock band based in Sleepy Hollow/Tar-

rytown, recently released its debut album 
“Argon.” This group of four young men 
will be entering their sophomore years 
at college this fall, and all grew up in the 
area. They have been playing many local 
places in the area this summer, including 
Coffee Labs, Philipse Manor Beach Club, 
and other haunts in Irvington, Hastings, 
and Croton. To learn more about them 
and their album, visit their website: www.
argonband.com.

LAUNCHED

A new seasonal food blog entitled “The 
Ripe Earth” launched early this summer 
and features a whole team of locals! The 
blog features reliable, delicious, and beau-
tifully photographed recipes by chef, food 
editor, and local Sleepy Hollow resident 
Nancy Duran as she recounts her ad-
ventures in cooking with produce from 
her Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) group and local farmers’ markets. 
Most recipes feature nutritional informa-
tion contributed by Tarrytown resident 
and registered dietician, Jeanne McLaurin 
and the photography is the work of Sleepy 
Hollow High School junior, Abigail We-
ber. Visit www.theripeearth.com and start 
following the blog now to receive emails 
when new recipes are posted.

VOLUNTEERED

Anne Richards is a volunteer to the core 
of her being: from assisting with global di-
sasters, collecting needed items for a fam-
ily in Oregon, to helping at local food pan-
tries and caring for her quadriplegic son. 
We celebrate Anne for all that she does for 
others in this community, this country, and 
this world. Said her friend Jeanne, “She 
never asks for one single thing in return, 
and her greatest joy is in the small things, 
such as getting a letter from someone she 
does not know, and will never know, who 
wrote her a note saying “On behalf of my 
country, I thank you.” 

Please send any submission to jenifer@
watercoolerhub.com 

Jenifer Ross owns W@tercooler, a shared 
workspace located in Tarrytown, NY www.
watercoolerhub.com

Watercooler

Heard Around the Watercooler
Farmers 
Market  

at Phelps Hospital
Thursdays through October

11 AM - 3 PM

fruits & vegetables   salads   soups  cheeses    
 international specialties    breads  pickles   

baked goods  pies  syrup   jams  and more!

Come for lunch & to shop. 
Vendors and activities will vary weekly!

Healthy recipes and tastings!

 P  H  E  L  P  S
  Memorial Hospital Center

  701 No. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow
 For information: 914-366-3937



Everyone has questions about the new 
bridge that is scheduled to open in 2018. 

“When will the new bridge be finished?” 
“How many lanes will it have?” “What 
will happen to the old bridge?” are most 
often-asked questions at Thruway Au-
thority’s Community Outreach Centers, 
which opened February 2013 in West-
chester and Rockland to engage the public 
and promote the project.

While the Westchester site got off to a 
slow start in its 303 S. Broadway (Tarry-
town) office park setting, project officials 
noted a whopping 62 percent increase 
in foot traffic after it relocated to 2 N. 
Broadway. 

They reported 458 visitors at the new 
location between May 1 (opening date) 
and July 16 — nearly two-thirds of West-
chester’s 738 recorded total visits; the 
Rockland site at 142 Main St. in Nyack 
drew 1,840 people since day one.

“The move to the new location in down-
town Tarrytown has helped more people 
become actively engaged in learning about 
this historic project,” special project advi-
sor Brian Conybeare affirmed. “We wel-
come the increased interest in the West-
chester Outreach Center and encourage 
everyone to stop by to and ask questions.”

Mention the bridge, and a knee-jerk re-
action is a comment about tolls. “I heard 
they’re going to $15,” Stuart Bailey com-
mented. “I work in Rockland, and I can’t 
see paying that much every day.”

Both Centers are open seven days a 
week, Monday to Friday, 11 a.m. to 7 
p.m., and Saturday and Sunday, 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., to accommodate various sched-
ules. Each has current newsletters and in-
formation, including the new safety zone 
and an expanded Regulated Navigation 
Area (RNA), a large-screen computer for 
viewing the project website, and models 
of the new bridge and the I Lift NY super 
crane.

Its five interns, on rotating shifts, and 
five full-time employees aim to educate 
and inform. During the past months, out-
reach staff has been dispensing informa-
tion about boater safety to marinas and 
boat clubs in Westchester and Rockland.

Tarrytown resident Pamela Bennett 
Louis plans to stop by in the near future. 
“I haven’t followed the project other than 
knowing first-hand about bridge traffic,” 
she said. Louis would like to learn more 
“about a project that so directly affects 
our town. Perhaps some basic knowledge 
about the bridge construction will help us 
to intelligently follow its progress.” 

While the staff is well-versed in project 
details, sometimes an answer isn’t readily 
available — yet no question goes without 
reply. Whoever is at the center that day 
will take the visitor’s name and number, 
consult with project officials, and call the 
person requesting the information within 
24 hours.

Answers to questions most often asked 

are: the new twin-span bridge will be 
completed by 2018, with eight traffic 
lanes (four in each direction); the current 
bridge will be taken apart in segments, 
as it was built. The 6’ and 4’ pilings that 
catch your eye are the same ones used for 
the new bridge’s foundation.

Places for photo ops are in front of the 
colorful K’NEX model or the LEGO® 
bridge at the 2 North Broadway office, or 
at the I Lift NY super crane.

Community Outreach is about making 
connections with schools, civic organiza-
tions, business groups, museums, colleges 
and universities, and project officials said 
a sizeable number of requests for presen-
tations led to such associations. If you’d 
like the Outreach Team to talk with your 
group or school, click “Contact Us” on the 
http://www.newnybridge.com/ website.

Two decades have gone by since a Route 
9A truck bypass in Elmsford was first pro-
posed to relieve traffic along the 9A cor-
ridor. Subsequently, two potential routes 
for the alternate roadway were laid out and 
costs were estimated. Truck traffic that of-
ten jams the road traveling both north and 
southbound past the ramp entrances to 
Route 287, the Cross Westchester Express-
way, would instead detour to the bypass. 
Some vehicles that run through Broadway 
in Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow heading 
north or south presumably might be lured 
to travel a less congested 9A.

That is the plan. However, since its con-
ception the long delayed bypass roadway 
has run into a variety of obstacles; mainly 
financing and the State’s Department of 
Transportation’s list of priorities. Now the 
9A bypass that has been bypassed for years 
has come to the fore again at the urging of 
Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul Feiner 
and the Town Board.  

The lawmakers passed a resolution last 
month stating that the “Town Board ful-
ly supports efforts to further the Route 
9A Bypass project and makes known its 
willingness to assist with funding of the 
project, when and if so requested by the 
New York State Department of Transpor-
tation (NYSDOT).” It continues that it 
was apparent several decades ago that “... 
existing roadway options are inadequate 
for the high volume of truck traffic.” The 
resolution notes that, “the project has yet 
to receive the necessary funding to move 
forward.” However, it states that a special 
real estate tax on new development, “now 
contains $4.3 million,” to supplement 
money from the State and County.  

Town of Greenburgh Pursues Route 9A Bypass Again
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by Janie Rosman

Bridge Outreach Center Helps Keeps Residents Informed 
on Project

by Janie Rosman

Critics challenged the Public Authori-
ties Control Board’s (PACB) July 16 de-
cision to loan the Thruway Authority half 
of its requested $511 million, originally 
intended for statewide clean water proj-
ects like sewage treatment.

On June 26, the state’s Environmen-
tal Facilities Corporation (EFC) unani-
mously (5 to 0) gave a “yes” vote to the 
Authority using money from the Clean 
Water State Revolving Funds (CWSRF) 
for the Tappan Zee Bridge replacement 
project. 

While PACB’s three voting members, 
Budget Director Bob Megna, Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver (D-Manhattan), 
and Senator John DeFrancisco (R-Syra-
cuse) also unanimously agreed, DeFran-
cisco had reservations. 

“I’m concerned about whether the 
Clean Water Fund is being used for its 
intended purposes,” he said. “These are 
present-day requirements, and the mon-
ey has to come from some place. The 
hardest part of the whole vote is that we 
need a financing packet and a full plan.”

During the 45-minute meeting, 
Thruway Authority Executive Director 
Thomas Madison explained the project’s 
revenue increase, spread out during the 
next five years, and cited the toll and 
task force’s examination of other revenue 
sources, including a potential commuter 
discount. 

Madison reiterated, “All the environ-
mental mitigation measures on the proj-

ect will continue to be implemented as 
planned. The Thruway Authority is com-
mitted to an unprecedented level of envi-
ronmental stewardship on the New NY 
Bridge project, and also to keeping tolls 
on the new spans as low as possible; this 
innovative financing package helps us 
achieve both goals.”

The first installment of $255.725 mil-
lion was approved at an interest rate of 
0 percent for up to five years. Madison 
said the Thruway Authority will continue 
to secure the second equal amount at an 

interest rate not to exceed four percent 
for the same term.

“All the environmental mitigation 
measures on the project will continue to 
be implemented as planned,” Madison 
said. He reiterated the Authority’s com-
mitment “to an unprecedented level of 
environmental stewardship on the New 
NY Bridge project, and also to keeping 
tolls on the new spans as low as possible,” 
aided by the loan approval.

Conversely, the $3.3 billion New York 
State will receive from a recent record 
settlement with France’s largest bank will 

be added to its general fund. Megna said 
he’ll “move as hard as he can to get the 
money moved to infrastructure like the 
Tappan Zee Bridge.”

Calling it a behind-the-curtain deal 
voted on by PACB, Hudson Riverkeep-
er’s President, Paul Gallay, commented, 
“This unprecedented alliance for good 
governance should have been a warning 
to Senate and Assembly power brokers: 
‘This is a bad business.  Don’t go along 
with it.’ But, they did just that, with 
barely a whisper of protest.”

“It’s still just as damaging to the Clean 
Water Act loan program, and it still de-
nies the public its legally-mandated say 
about the loan,” Gallay said. 

“How do we know the loan will reduce 
tolls, since we have to pay it back eventu-
ally?” NYS Assemblyman Tom Abinanti 
(92nd AD), whose district includes Tar-
rytown, asked. “The Cuomo adminis-
tration did a very good job of achieving 
the $3.3 windfall,” Abinanti said. “We 
should use one-third for the Tappan Zee 
Bridge, which is important for the state, 
one-third for environmental projects, 
and one-third for infrastructure.”

He asked if Westchester County got a 
zero interest rate loan on its $230 mil-
lion bond when it tapped into the Clean 
Water Fund years ago.

“Rates obtained through the state’s En-
vironmental Facilities Corporation are 
subsidized lower than other rates,” West-
chester County Budget Director Larry 
Soule explained.

Loan Approved for Replacement of Bridge 
Criticized

“I’m concerned about whether  
the Clean Water Fund is being  

used for its intended  
purposes.”  

–Senator John DeFrancisco

Outreach Center in Tarrytown is located at 
2 North Broadway. 

Photo by Janie Rosman



court and often won rollbacks in their as-
sessed values and taxes. Saraniti’s taxes hit 
a high of $54,000 before the court granted 
a reduction to $45,000. “If I hadn’t,” he 
said, “my taxes now would probably be 
$75,000.”

McCarthy confirmed that many in Leg-
end Hollow applied for and won reduc-
tions. “The problem,” she said with no 
small amount of irony, “is that people with 
low assessments aren’t coming in here and 
asking to have their taxes raised.” 

As the Tyler Technologies’ appraisers be-
gin their door-to-door surveys in Irving-
ton (other Greenburgh municipalities, 
including Tarrytown, are further along in 
the process), some homeowners who have 
avoided big assessments over the years have 
already indicated that they won’t cooperate 

Two decades have gone by since a Route 
9A truck bypass in Elmsford was first pro-
posed to relieve traffic along the 9A cor-
ridor. Subsequently, two potential routes 
for the alternate roadway were laid out and 
costs were estimated. Truck traffic that of-
ten jams the road traveling both north and 
southbound past the ramp entrances to 
Route 287, the Cross Westchester Express-
way, would instead detour to the bypass. 
Some vehicles that run through Broadway 
in Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow heading 
north or south presumably might be lured 
to travel a less congested 9A.

That is the plan. However, since its con-
ception the long delayed bypass roadway 
has run into a variety of obstacles; mainly 
financing and the State’s Department of 
Transportation’s list of priorities. Now the 
9A bypass that has been bypassed for years 
has come to the fore again at the urging of 
Greenburgh Town Supervisor Paul Feiner 
and the Town Board.  

The lawmakers passed a resolution last 
month stating that the “Town Board ful-
ly supports efforts to further the Route 
9A Bypass project and makes known its 
willingness to assist with funding of the 
project, when and if so requested by the 
New York State Department of Transpor-
tation (NYSDOT).” It continues that it 
was apparent several decades ago that “... 
existing roadway options are inadequate 
for the high volume of truck traffic.” The 
resolution notes that, “the project has yet 
to receive the necessary funding to move 
forward.” However, it states that a special 
real estate tax on new development, “now 
contains $4.3 million,” to supplement 
money from the State and County.  

The resolution also states the project’s 
construction could move in tandem with 
the “missing link in the North/South Trail-
way, with a pathway roughly parallel to 
that of the Bypass...with consequent sav-
ings.”

Feiner believes that, “our best chance of 
making this happen is now.” Additional 
revenue raised annually for the project, he 
noted, is about $200,000 annually and the 
town could move forward with a bond is-

sue. Besides reducing traffic congestion on 
9A, Feiner believes it will “increase safety, 
promote economic development and more 
ratables,” (property taxes). The town’s re-
cent draft of a Comprehensive Plan, also 
“contains several policies that further sup-
port the installation of the 9A bypass” the 
board’s resolution states. Town representa-
tives have been meeting and communicat-
ing with state officials to pursue the by-
pass, Feiner noted.

If this latest push for the bypass results 
in what has occurred in the past, Feiner’s 
and the Town Board’s effort could resem-
ble Don Quixote’s tilting at windmills. In 
2005, Feiner wrote that he had met with 
the mayors of Elmsford and Tarrytown 
and representatives of the state “discuss-
ing plans to push for the 9A bypass. “The 
meeting was a big success,” he asserted.  

In 2006, Feiner addressed the point that, 
“Over the years, the town has pushed for a 
9A bypass to reduce traffic congestion near 
the 9A corridor. Last year, I initiated a new 
lobbying effort that seems to be making 
some progress.” 

Following a head-on fatal crash with a 
tractor-trailer on 9A in June 2008, Feiner 
noted that it was the “4th fatality on 9A 
in recent months.” He continued that, 
“It is our hope that NYS will appropriate 
funds necessary so construction can start 
sooner rather than later.” He added that he 
was planning to invite the NYSDOT to a 
Town Board meeting “to provide the pub-
lic with updates as to when construction 
will actually begin.”

 A fuel tanker truck jackknifed overnight 
on 9A near Executive Boulevard in Feb-
ruary 2011, without causing injuries, but 
offering more substance to the argument 
that a bypass would create a safer roadway. 
Approximately 21,000 vehicles travel on 
the road each day with the heaviest peri-
ods during the AM and PM commuting 
hours. While both projected bypass routes, 
starting near Dan Road at their northern-
most, would pass under Route 287, one 
would intersect at Route 119, and the oth-
er longer one would curve slightly west-
ward along the Saw Mill River Parkway 
— if one or the other gets built. 

by Robert Kimmel

Town of Greenburgh Pursues Route 9A Bypass Again
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Dotted lines show two alternate routes proposed for the 9A Bypass, with one 
intersecting at Rt. 119 and the other curving around the Saw Mill  Parkway.
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he had just strangled his wife and believed 
that she was dead.

Gorski, a part-time staff attorney for 
Bronx Legal Aid Society, died at Phelps 
Memorial Hospital when she was taken off 
life support four days after the  incident 
at 127 New Broadway. She was described 
by colleagues as “a champion of children” 
and by neighbors as a “gentle, kind, lovely 
person.”

Howson has been in Westchester Coun-
ty Jail in Valhalla since his arrest. The 
couple’s two young daughters, who were 
home at the time of the fatal attack, have 
been living with Gorski’s sister.

His mother reportedly shouted out in 
the courtroom following the sentence that 
he was a kind and gentle person, saying 
“This was really a Greek tragedy.”

Sentencing
Continued from page 5

Reassessment
Continued from page 6

“Four Generations of Fine Framing” 

8 Main Street, Tarrytown
(Across from the Music Hall)

Archival Framing  •  Mirrors  •  Shadow Boxes  •  Poster Framing
Art-Frame Restoration  •  Installation Service  

Corporate Accounts Welcome  ·  Discounts for Artists

Ted Howell, owner  •  914-332-5200
Monday thru Friday 10 - 6  •  Sat 10 - 5  •  Sunday Closed

NEW HOURS

with the reassessment. McCarthy’s mes-
sage to them is that she will then have to 
make some assumptions — and she’ll base 
them on comparable houses in the neigh-
borhood. If most have finished basements 
and modern kitchens, she’ll assume the 
door slammers do, too. 

Greenburgh officials have said that the 
reassessment will be “revenue-neutral,” 
meaning that the aggregate real estate tax 

collection will be no more or less than it 
was at the start of the process (barring rate 
increases). Whether one’s assessment goes 
up or down or stays the same will depend 
in the overall balance of the reassessment. 
Irvington owners will get their first inkling 
beginning in March of 2016, with a re-
view period in June. Not everyone will be 
happy but very few will be able to claim 
they weren’t treated fairly.



It has been over 10 years since Irvington 
had a pharmacy. But that is about to change. 
Opening in early August at 104 Main Street 
in Irvington, NaturalFit will offer a wide va-
riety of vitamins in addition to prescription 
medications. With a focus on natural medi-
cine, the front area of the pharmacy will fea-
ture homeopathic remedies, aromatherapy 
supplies, herbal teas, and organic skin care 
products. Very often, shoppers buy vita-
mins and supplements without much more 
than belief in the blanket phrase, “They’re 
healthy.” 

This is where Anna Donkin, NaturalFit’s 
owner, shines. “Because of crazes, some peo-
ple end up with inaccurate information,” 
she remarked. “I want to help make patients 
better at utilizing vitamins and other non-
prescription medications.” NaturalFit will 
fill prescriptions and take all insurances like 
other pharmacies.

Donkin, who graduated as a Doctor 
of Pharmacy from the Arnold and Marie 
Schwartz College of Pharmacy at Long Is-
land University, worked for four years after 
receiving her PharmD degree before decid-
ing to open her own pharmacy. Although 
she is originally from New Jersey, Donkin’s 

friends in the village made 
her aware that there was no 
pharmacy in the immediate 
area. 

“I found the spot, made 
the decision, and so far it’s 
only been positive feed-
back,” she recalled. Irving-
ton residents have been very 
willing to get to know her 
personally, as they do with 
other longstanding stores 
along Main Street. “I’ve 
seen that people want to 
make Irvington even nicer 
and keep improving it.” 
And she is already making 
strides to fit naturally into 
the village’s environment.

Donkin aims to tailor ser-
vice to customers’ unique 
needs. She plans to offer 
discounts for non-prescrip-
tion items for seniors, veterans or active ser-
vicemen, and fire/law enforcement. She is 
knowledgeable regarding alternative medi-
cine and homeopathy, and believes that an 
open and friendly relationship with custom-
ers is key for both prescription and non-pre-
scription medicine. 

“I know I’m young, so I need to earn trust. 
I want to create a warm and welcoming at-
mosphere where people feel comfortable,” 
she said. In her eyes, a relationship with the 
local pharmacist is as important as a rela-
tionship with the doctor.

“I’ve gotten a hug before,” Donkin said, 

referring to how friendly Irvington residents 
have been when they ask to peek into Natu-
ralFit. “There aren’t newspapers covering up 
the windows.” 

The town’s enthusiasm really shows; when 
Donkin put a mailing list outside Natural-
Fit during Irvington’s Historical District 
celebration in June, the list filled up. Pass-
ersby stop in each day and see the hardwood 
shelves and earthy look of the inside of the 
pharmacy — clearly different from a drug 
store chain. NaturalFit has a true service-
oriented philosophy; Donkin has allotted 
space for a seating area where she will serve 
tea while customers wait for prescriptions. 
“I’m open to suggestions, too.” She is com-
pletely amenable to selling specialty items. 
“Feel free to tell me what you want to see.”

Although the store is set to open in Au-
gust, opening and running a pharmacy 
requires extensive paperwork and creative 
brainpower, which would typically gener-
ate anxiety. But Donkin doesn’t seem ner-
vous. “I haven’t had a chance to be because 
of all of the support.” Among the finished 
tasks are not only the furnishings inside the 
pharmacy, but also the name. “I figured that 
I wanted a natural angle, and the idea of a 
new pharmacy in Irvington seemed to fit,” 
she said. “So I decided on NaturalFit.”

by Dylan Etzel

New Pharmacy a NaturalFit for Irvington
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Anna Donkin, owner of NaturalFit, plans to serve  
customer’s individual needs.

Photo by D
ylan Etzel

Now Is The Time 
For A Healthier 

New You! 

LOSE THAT WEIGHT
Marta Hernandez, MD — (914) 372-7800
Physician Supervised Weight Loss

Appetite suppressing drugs not needed
Increase your health/Decrease your waistline

Our program of diet & nutrition, 
stress management,and lifestyle counseling 
& coaching is your formula for success.

245 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591
www.newdaymedicalweightloss.com



Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society 
Hudson River 
Swim for Life

New Pharmacy a NaturalFit for Irvington
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ANDREA MARTONE
Real Estate Salesperson

Mobile: 914.261.7458
AMartone@houlihanlawrence.com 

www.AndreaMartoneNY.com

#1 Houlihan Lawrence Salesperson 
in Sleepy Hollow & Tarrytown

TREMENDOUS CURB APPEAL
WEB# HI1078978 | SLEEPY HOLLOW | $835,000

Source: HGMLS, 1/1/2013 – 12/13/2013, single-family homes, Houlihan Lawrence #1 salesperson in Sleepy Hollow & Tarrytown.

IRVINGTON BROKERAGE  |  113 MAIN STREET  |  IRVINGTON, NY 10533  |  HOULIHANLAWRENCE.COM

This picture perfect four-bedroom Mediterranean-style home, is set on a corner lot in the heart
of Philipse Manor. Highlights include, nine and a half-foot ceilings, central air conditioning,
and all new energy efficient windows. Features include gorgeous oak flooring, wood 
burning fireplace in living room, den/playroom with door out to charming patio and large
level side yard. Close to Metro North, several parks and Philipse Manor Beach & Boat Club. 

1.  61 participants braved the threatening weather to raise 
funds in the annual Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s Swim 
for Life. 

2.  First three swimmers to cross fi nish line (L-R:) Ian Klein-
smith (second), Amy Day (third) and Peter Marshall (fi rst).

3.  Diana Rukai, team and training director and campaign direc-
tor, and Dennis Chillemi, executive director, Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society.

4. Ian Kleinsmith is congratulated by Dennis Chillemi.
— Photos by Sunny McLean
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It’s called “Flash Fiction.” 
Complete this sentence: “The doors 

of the Irvington Library parted, and in-
side….” Make up whatever you 
want, but keep it under 250 
words. Send your opus to 
the Friends (FOIL) at 
their web site, Friendsoft-
heIrvingtonLibrary.com, 
or by snail mail to the li-
brary at their home in the 
Burnham Building at One 
Astor Street, Irvington 10533, 
or just drop it off there and you 
might win a $100 gift card to the Curious-
on-Hudson bookstore in the 145 Palisades 
Building in Dobbs Ferry, plus two tickets 
to the Friends’ annual Spelling Bee in Janu-
ary. The deadline is September 8.

The contest, the third FOIL has spon-
sored in as many years, is the brainchild 

of the winner of the last two con-
tests, the first, a call for favor-

ite places to read, and the 
second, a Haiku contest. 
But don’t worry. The 
reigning winner, Chris-
tina Baulch, 16, a rising 
senior at Irvington High 

School, can’t win this time, 
as she is now a member of 

FOIL’s board and one of the 
judge’s of this year’s contest. 

P r i z e s will be awarded in three age 
categories: 18 and up, 13-17, and 12 and 
under. Runners-up in each of those catego-
ries will also get two Bee tickets and a $25 
gift certificate.
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Friends of the Irvington  
Library Launch Contest

Welcome an international 
student into your family

Host Families accommodate wonderful students from all over 
the world who come to Tarrytown to improve their English!
Few experiences can spark an interest in the world like 
welcoming an international student into your home. Host 
families come in all shapes and sizes, and enjoy learning 
about new cultures and sharing their own. We know the 
decision to host is a big one, and it starts with a conversation. 

Mentor incoming international students who will be at the EF 
school in Tarrytown and may be experiencing the U.S. for the 
very �rst time.  Help incoming international students adjust to 
life as an ‘American.’  Invite your mentee over for a meal or 
family get together.  Head to the beach or a state park.  Go to a 
movie.  Share a walk.  Share a laugh.  Learn about one another’s 
cultures.

Mentor an International Student 
in the U.S. for the First Time

International
Language Schools

100 Marymount Avenue
Tarrytown, NY  10591
(914) 597-7100

For more information, contact
Maria Phillips at (914) 597-7125

maria.phillips@EF.com, or
Nadia Gomez at (914) 597-7104

nadia gomez@EF.com

by Brian Conybeare

Safety is Top Priority with 
New NY Bridge Project

Safety is the number one priority on 
the New NY Bridge project.  Earlier 
this spring, you may have heard about 
a number of boater safety enhancements 
being established by the New York State 
Thruway Authority and design-builder 
Tappan Zee Constructors (TZC).  One 
of those improvements—an online GPS 
vessel tracking system—provides a bird’s 
eye view of the 90 or more work vessels 
situated in the active construction zone. 
The map shows which vessels are sta-
tionary, which are moving and in what 
direction.  In addition, the monitor-
ing system includes an electronic “geo-
fence” designed to alert the TZC safety/
security team of any unintended barge 
movement.  The GPS system can be 
easily accessed by boaters on the Boater 
Safety page at NewNYBridge.com.

The interactive map includes two 
other boater safety initiatives that were 
developed in collaboration with the 
U.S. Coast Guard. The first, Regulated 
Navigation Areas (RNAs), impose a 
speed restriction of 5 knots and require 
boats to use no wake. The RNAs were 
first established in the summer of 2013 
and covered an area 300 yards north and 
200 yards south of the existing bridge. 
This month, the Coast Guard extended 

the RNAs to 500 yards north and south 
of the Tappan Zee. 

The second initiative is the new Safety 
Zone.  This zone encompasses a 16-barge 
mooring area marked by lighted buoys. 
No unauthorized vessels are permitted 
anywhere in the Safety Zone.

Maintaining boaters’ access to local 
marinas is also a priority for the project.  
Recently, the Coast Guard approved the 
Authority’s application for lighted chan-
nel markers to assist recreational boaters 
accessing the Piermont marinas.  

The Thruway and TZC have worked 
diligently to ensure continued access of 
the Hudson River for recreational and 
commercial boaters, and to provide a 
safe work zone for those building the 
new bridge. My team continues to hold 
meetings with boating groups through-
out the Hudson Valley to spread the 
boater safety message. 

More detailed New NY Bridge boater 
safety information, including the GPS 
tracking map and the U.S. Coast Guard 
Notice to Mariners, can be found at 
NewNYBridge.com.

Brian Conybeare is the Special Advisor 
for the Tappan Zee (New NY Bridge) 
Project
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a Boutique 
Collection of 
Waterfront Homes

RESORT STYLE LIVING ARRIVES IN WESTCHESTER

from $850,000

914.631.1198
HudsonHarborNY.com

LookoutNorththe

residences

HUDSON 
HARBOR

atStanding in front of Lookout North’s soaring windows, you feel a connection 
with the River. An abundance of glass helps to break down the barriers between 
your home and nature. Spacious balconies become a seamless extension of 
interior space, as evening sunsets unfold before your very eyes. A personal 
concierge assists with daily needs and ensures security, while integrated 
Smart Home technology and upgraded appliances simplify household tasks. 
A Residence at Lookout North is not simply a home, but a lifestyle.

The complete offering terms are contained in an offering plan available from the Sponsor.  File No. CD10-0296. Sponsor: Tarrytown 
Waterfront I LLC, 485 West Putnam Ave., Greenwich, CT 06830.  Address of the Property: 129 West Main Street, Tarrytown, NY 10591.  
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Sushi Thai – Asian Fusion, Tarrytown’s 
newest addition to our region’s constellation 
of Asian restaurants, opened on July 1 at a 
newly renovated North Broadway location 
formerly occupied by the venerable Carave-
la. After a year of interior work, the urban-
feeling space is now one large dining area, 
hip and neon-lit. Owner/manager Tommy 
Zheng, having been in the restaurant busi-
ness for over 20 years, often as head chef in 
Asian fusion kitchens, also owns a success-
ful Asian dining spot in Ossining. 

Entering the restaurant, diners know they 
are in an altered realm. Dramatically lit 
golden waves form a wall adjacent to one 
set of banquettes, while elegantly layered 
horizontal stones decorate the opposite wall 
– sand and sea complement one another in 
Sushi Thai’s interior. The entry-area bar is 
lit from below in a sea-green glow, adding 
a theatrical flair for cocktails or bar dining, 
while the front sidewalk patio, with seating 
for 20, provides diners a casual outdoor at-
mosphere. Masterfully guiding the restau-
rant’s operation is Sushi Thai’s congenial 
general manager, Eva Ying who is on hand 
to give customers a friendly greeting. 

“Asian Fusion” describes a menu filled 
with numerous Thai, Japanese, Southeast 
Asian and Chinese offerings, all created 
with the freshest of ingredients. At the 6 
person granite sushi bar, where Tommy’s 
brother, Henry Zheng presides with his 3 
sous-sushi-chefs, diners can select daily spe-
cials along with standard sushi offerings. 
Zheng orders special fish from Japan when 
in season, in addition to the fresh seafood 

delivered daily (except Sunday). 
“I like customers to try something differ-

ent,” he says. So, his omakase offerings have 
become a popular presentation. “Omakase” 
derives from the term, “to trust,” and Chef 
Zheng creates uniquely inspired offerings 
based on customers’ requests, his own in-
vention, and diner feedback. Sushi, sashimi 
and hand-rolls are available “omakase” style.

Favorite hot appetizers include grilled 

boneless ribs with roasted sweet pepper and 
in a spicy miso glaze, the gyoza, six pieces 
of pan-fried shrimp or vegetable dumpling 
nestled on a bed of avocado and mango sal-
sa, and the Thai Crab cake accompanied by 
crème fraiche. For a cool, refreshing sum-
mer appetizer, try the Vietnamese summer 
roll - crunchy carrots, shrimp, cilantro and 
rice vermicelli are bound together in a rice 
wrapper.

Cold appetizer signatures include Kumu-
moto oysters with spicy yuzu (citrus) lemon 
sauce, and the tuna or beef tataki, lightly 
seared thin slices accompanied by a deftly 
tart ponzu sauce. A la carte sushi and sashi-
mi, special rolls, and hand rolls are too nu-
merous to mention, but the Fantastic Roll 
(shrimp, avocado, crab and crunch, smoked 
salmon topped with eel) is a must. Ten dif-
fering vegetarian Maki are also available.

From the wok portion of the menu, the 
Crispy Hot Beef provides the perfect com-
plement of a crunchy exterior with a tender 
beef interior, all swathed in a sweet, spicy 
glaze together with onions and bell peppers. 
Thai seafood curries, Asian spiced glazed 
duck and roasted Chilean Sea bass accom-
panied with tempura asparagus and orange 
miso sauce, enhance Zheng’s Asain fusion 
dining experience. The chef ’s signature dish 
is a plate of eggplant dumplings: shrimp 
and scallops are chopped together, then 
stuffed into six eggplant pieces and coated 
with his special sauce. 

Noodle and rice dishes, grilled teriyaki 
and Southeast Asian sauced wok combina-
tions round out Sushi Thai’s fusion menu, a 
veritable feast of Asian-styled food. 

So, whether you enjoy Thai, Chinese or 
Japanese, even Vietnamese cuisines, diners 
will find a multitude of choices at Sushi 
Thai. Rounding out the other local Asian 
dining options, like the Hibachi-focused 
Osaka and the Japanese steakhouse Gasho, 
Sushi Thai brings a unique outlook by com-
bining so many different Asian styles. 

Owner Zheng, an Ossining resident, had 
entertained the idea of opening a restaurant 
in Tarrytown for the last four to five years. 
He explained that he was interested in the 
village’s bustling, suburban look and then 
when a restaurant location opened he said, 
“I gotta take it.” Asian food lovers, from far 
and wide, are certainly glad he did.

Tarrytown’s Bella Roma Deli Café ar-
rived to great fanfare in May– a much-
needed venue providing the river town re-
gion with fresh Italian delicacies, imported 
cheeses, specialty sandwiches, Italian ices 
and an assortment of Italian products.

Owner, Dennis Drogan, an Ossining 
resident whose family ran The Cortlandt 
Chicken Market for many years, has re-
turned to his roots. He is offering a large 
selection of sandwiches, in-house made 
salads, homemade sauces and frozen pastas 
for quick home preparation, unusual Ital-
ian sun-dried pastas and so much more.

Stop in for breakfast and pick up a ba-
gel, pastries, a donut or muffin and try his 
espresso, cappuccino, hot chocolate or iced 
coffee. He grows his own coffee organically 
on a family farm in Columbia — Reserva 
del Quinini, which has become a big seller. 
Other Drogan family members send prod-
ucts directly from Rome. His salami is 
cured in-house, and his ricotta and mozza-
rella are freshly made. Breads are delivered 
daily, and on weekends, pastries (especially 
cannoli) arrive only to get swooped up or 
consumed with his richly flavored coffee.

Customers can choose from a large va-
riety of sandwiches and specialty sand-
wiches, but they can also create their own. 

For those who want American-style fare, 
chicken, egg, tuna, and seafood salad also 
grace the menu. But, it’s hard to resist the 
Bella Roma, with prosciutto di Parma, 
fresh mozzarella, roasted red peppers, 
mixed greens and balsamic on a semolina 
roll or the Italian combo, with Ham Cappy, 
pepperoni, salami, mortadella, provolone, 
hot/sweet peppers, lettuce, tomato oil and 
vinegar on a wedge. A marinated salad of 
artichokes, peppers or olives is the perfect 
accompaniment. Stop by, pick up a menu, 
and see Bella Roma’s offerings for yourself.

Drogan’s catering offers a large selection 
of platters, a 3 to 6 foot long party wedge 
or a 3 foot round sandwich. A free salad is 
offered if your order is over $150 or a 10% 
discount, whichever is greater. The dis-
count can be used at any time. An espresso 
or coffee is free with every purchase over 

$25, with the possibility of coming back 
the next day to honor his offer.

“I want to give special thanks to the com-
munity for welcoming me, wishing me luck 
(as witnessed by all the dollar bills signed for 
good luck on the shelf ), my friend Bobby 
Coppola and my wife who all helped make 
Bella Roma happen,” Drogan said.
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Food for Thought

by Linda Viertel

by Linda Viertel

Sushi Thai-Asian Fusion in Tarrytown

Bella Roma 
Deli Café in 
Tarrytown

If You Go
53 Main Street, Tarrytown
(914) 909-4100
www.facebook.com/
BellaRomaDeliCafe
Free Deliveries, min. $25

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-7 p.m.
Sun. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

If You Go
53 North Broadway
Tarrytown
914-366-8818, 914-366-8828,
914-366-8838 Fax: 914-366-868

Hours:
Mon-Thurs. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Fri.-Sat. 11 a.m.-11p.m.
Sunday 11a.m.-10p.m.
Free Delivery (Min. $15) 
within 5 miles

www.Sushithaitarrytown.com 
(in progress)

Sushi Thai’s owner/general manager Tommy Zheng stands in front of sushi bar.

Dennis Drogan, owner of Bella Roma Deli Cafe, makes espresso.
Photo by Jon Marshall

Photo by Jon M
arshall



It’s a sure sign that summer is sailing by 
and fall is roaring toward us.

As you drive past the fi elds in town, you 
see kids practicing in their Wolfpack and 
Hollow Horsemen uniforms—training 
hard and getting ready for another football 
season. You remember football, the football 
with a stopwatch, unlimited substitutions 
and sudden death to determine a winner!  

Coming off  of a 6-3 season that ended 
with some disappointing injuries, the 
Sleepy Hollow Headless Horsemen have 
never worked so hard in an off  season. Skill 
position players have attended 7-on-7 exhi-
bitions in Connecticut, Westpoint, White 
Plains High, and Fordham. Linemen par-
ticipated in two linemen challenges in Car-
mel, and at William Patterson University in 
New Jersey.  And the whole squad scrim-
maged in Mamaroneck and New Rochelle.

SHHS Coaches are brimming with en-
thusiasm for the 2014 Sleepy Hollow Foot-
ball Program. And make no mistake about 
it, Hollow is now considered a serious foot-
ball program across the Tri-State area, win-
ning huge praise from MSG Varsity and 
MaxxPreps for the upcoming season. Mike 
DeLeo, strength and conditioning coach 
for the Horsemen, said, “Th e past few sum-
mers, we have had more guys show up for 
summer conditioning and give tremendous 
eff ort.  It’s a six-week program focused on 
weight training, speed and agility. Summer 
workouts truly benefi t the whole program 
and translate to on the fi eld success during 
the season.”  

Coach Steve Borys is also excited about 
the upcoming season. “Th is is a great group 

of young men who are doing every-
thing we’ve asked of them. Th ey are 
smart, skilled players and a pleasure to 
be around.  It’s nice when you get both 
in a season,” he said.

Th e starting line will consist of four 
behemoths who have played together 
as a unit since seventh grade.  Th e 
starting skill players played Wolfpack 
fl ag football together.  

Th e 2014 Hollow season could have gen-
erated less enthusiasm among the faithful 
than the previous two seasons after losing 
their exceptionally talented starting QB, 
but for those who witnessed the Hollow 
in 7-on-7s, the expectations are once again 
running high. Joe Good will be taking over 
at the helm and he is proving more than 
worthy. He spent the exhibitions spraying 
touchdown passes to a host of receivers with 
stunning accuracy. Whether he was hitting 
someone on an out or a post move or a fl ag 
route, the ball was delivered with enviable 
touch and accuracy. 

On the off ensive side of the ball, expect 
a diff erent Sleepy Hollow attack than in 
the past. “With an experienced and strong 
line along with quick receivers and running 
backs, I expect our off ense to be more bal-
anced. We expect to play at a fast pace and 
score quickly. We are going to be danger-
ous,” said Good.  

Th e running attack will also be formida-
ble with Sophomore Jonathan Gomez and 
Seniors Arielle Rodriguez and Mike Fortug-
no sharing the load. In the passing game, 
Good will have a pair of fast, tall seniors in 
Daniel Chevere and Peter Jelenek. Th row 
Wendell Brandt and Michael Morales into 
the mix and the passing game should be 

dangerous. Th e off ensive line boasts return-
ing starters at four out of fi ve positions. 
Felipe Valdez-Munoz, Seung Park, Jordan 
Brown, Gabe Rodriquez and Demetre Rid-
ley should blow open holes all season long 
and give Good time to make his reads.  

It is the defensive side of the ball that is 
the big question mark again. Last season, 
the off ense was particular high-powered 
overcoming the Hollow D that had trouble 
stopping the pass as well as the run. But they 
did rise to the occasion during crucial mo-
ments to win ball games in the clutch, but 
being able to three-and-out several times in 
the game helps keep gas in the tank for the 
games’ closing drives.  

So far in pre-season camps, the Hollow 
Defense has come together much faster 
than in the past. According to Borys, “We 
have changed our defensive scheme for the 
2014 season but we do have a lot of young 
players. Th ey have to show the heart to 
beat their block and make tackles.  It’s that 
simple.”  

In early pre-season predictions on MSG 
Varsity, SHHS was ranked #3 out of 18 
teams in Section 1, Class A. But their 
schedule will present quite a challenge. Th e 
season begins on Friday night, September 
5, on the road against rival Ossining. Week 

2, the Horsemen will face the always pow-
erful Nyack team at home, and then on 
Week 3, perennial powerhouse and the #2 
pre-season favorite Rye will fi nally come to 
the Hollow.  

Senior Center Gabe Rodriquez said, 
“Playing in front of  huge Friday night 
crowds in Rye the last several seasons was 
extremely challenging. My thought when 
I saw Rye was coming here this season… 
Welcome to the Hollow! We hope the 
whole town turns out for that game.”   

Sports

by Kevin Brown

Sushi Thai-Asian Fusion in Tarrytown

Here is a 
preliminary 
schedule for 
fans. Game 
times will 
be included 
next month when they are more 
defi nite:

9/5 @ Ossining
9/13 Nyack @ SHHS
9/20 Rye @SHHS 
9/27 @ Hen Hud
10/2 @ Harrison 
10/11 Lakeland (Homecoming)
10/17 @Walter Panas
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Sleepy Hollow Horsemen Preparing for Promising Season on Gridiron

Youngsters ages 5 to 13 participated in a one-week New York Yankees Summer Baseball 
Camp at Hackley School in Tarrytown in mid-July, where they practiced hitting, throwing and 
running skills and learned the rules of the game. On the last day they visited Yankee Stadium 
and met some of the players and coaches. Photos by Alexa Brandenberg

Young Yankee Clippers

Ten Sleepy Hollow High players 
took part in the Lineman Challenge 
at Carmel High School this sum-
mer.  Front Row   Derrick Estrella, 
Sueng Park, Gabe Rodriguez, Jordan 
Brown, Dimitre Ridley; Second Row:  
Julian Gagliardi, Eddie Jiminez, Chris 
Gasparre, Gabe Sosa, Kai Berto-
lacci; Third Row Coaches:  Mike De-
Leo, Frank Giampiccolo, Steve Borys 

Photo by Marlaina Bertolacci



Ten years ago, community-renowned di-
rector Peter Royston started it all. By that 
time, Royston had already directed many 
successful shows at the Washington Irving 
School, but was eager for a summer pro-
gram. Influenced by his own childhood 
summer production experiences, he want-
ed to share “the warm bond of camarade-
rie and friendship” he remembered from 
his summer shows. With the help of the 
YMCA, a Summer Shakespeare program 
soon came to fruition.

The beginning camp was a small group of 
about 10 kids, a miniscule size compared to 
the current camp. Now, the camp has two 
programs: one for students in grades 2-6, 
and a teen group for grades 7-12, each per-
forming separate shows. Numerous camp-
ers have passed through the camp, not just 
locally but throughout Westchester, and 
sometimes individuals from foreign coun-
tries.

Along with more campers came the addi-
tion of art and music to the summer theatre 
program. With the help of individuals like 
Vera Zamdmer, Stewart Lee, Joel Sherry 
and Elizabeth Royston, campers can help 
create their sets, props, and costumes in a 
new Theater Arts Camp. This year’s produc-
tion of Romeo and Juliet  will be enriched by 
original songs from local musician BJ Lillis.

Even though the YMCA is known for 
a top quality Childcare Center and its fit-
ness and aquatics programming center, as 

the camp has expanded, so has the Y. From 
providing the camp space and administra-
tion, to hiring staff and production assis-
tance, the Y staff has been a remarkable 
resource for the camp, providing additional 
support for a number of arts-related pro-
grams.. Camp producer Barbara Turk and 
YMCA CEO Gerry Riera have worked 
tirelessly to help expand not only the 
Shakespeare camp, but Y performing arts as 
well, including the Y Dance Academy and 
Westchester Circus Arts at the Y.

 Although the program has expanded, 
the Theatre Camp’s basics have remained 
the same: it runs for four weeks during the 
month of July. During this time, campers 

audition and receive roles, memorize lines 
and songs, block scenes, and eventually 
perform shows complete with costumes, 
lights, and sound. Every year, campers say 
they are excited to work with a cast that be-
comes their second family and to become a 
part of a unique community.

 Not only do the campers accomplish a 
full production; they also have the difficult 
task of working with Shakespearean lan-
guage. Although Shakespeare is daunting, 
the camp staff works hard to help every 
camper feel comfortable with the language. 
Royston said, “We start with the emotions 
first. The emotions of Shakespeare’s charac-
ters are so universal. Young people quickly 

recognize that the emotions these charac-
ters feel are ones that they feel every day. 
Once the emotions are unlocked, I find, 
the language comes pretty easily.”

Current campers say understanding 
Shakespeare has not only helped them 
with acting but in the classroom too. Four-
year camper Griffin Gebler said, “I used to 
think of myself as only a science person, 
but Shakespeare Camp has really broad-
ened my knowledge. It’s helped me do well 
in school, especially in English with reading 
comprehension.”

 Graduates from the program, attending 
colleges such as NYU and Purchase, often 
return to the camp. Kristen Ippolito, a se-
nior at Sienna College, originally acted in 
the shows until she aged out and became a 
counselor. After working with Ippolito for 
10 years, Turk said, “She brings a range of 
talent to the process, and each year we are 
thrilled when she accepts the offer to return 
to Summer Shakespeare.”

This year, Royston is directing Julius 
Caesar for the younger group and Romeo 
and Juliet for the teen group. The shows 
take place during the first week of August 
with three shows a day: 10 a.m., 4 p.m., 
and 7:30 p.m. All shows are performed at 
Patriot’s Park, or, if it rains, at Washington 
Irving School. They are all free of charge. 

Next time you think about going to 
Manhattan to see Shakespeare in the Park-
think again! Come see youth Shakespeare 
in Tarrytown.

The very successful “Best of Film Se-
ries,” starting its sixth year in September, 
has encouraged the Irvington Town Hall 
Theater and its recently appointed Theater 
Manager, Gregory Allen, to introduce two 
new and ambitious series. In the wings for 
the 2014-2015 season are Irvington Stage 
Door, a script-in-hand reading series pre-
senting new works that are being readied 
for a NYC production, and Cabaret-on-
the-Hudson, featuring the area’s best, plus 
new, up-and-coming cabaret talent, both 
local and from the city.

The Irvington Town Hall Theater has 
come a long way since 1902 when the orig-
inal grant for the construction of the Town 
Hall stipulated that a public hall must be 
included. For the next 60 years, the “hall” 
was the center of cultural life in the village, 
playing host to many far-ranging presenta-
tions, such as concerts, recitals, balls, co-
tillions, graduations, minstrel shows and 
public meetings. Even resident Ted Mack 
auditioned talent for his “Amateur Hour” 
television show.

By 1960, however, there was little de-
mand for its use as a public hall. In ad-

dition, changes in fire and health codes 
meant that the theater was in non-com-
pliance. And so, except for providing some 
additional library space and an occasional 
exhibit, the third floor remained vacant 
without the necessary maintenance. Then 
in 1980, with the help of the Irvington 
Board of Trustees, civic-minded residents 
and financial well-wishers, the Town Hall 
Theater was re-opened and in business. 
Today, it is home to its resident theater 
company, Clocktower Players, and to per-
forming arts partners “Broadway Training 
Center,” “Sleepy Hollow Performing Art-
ists,” “Common Ground,” and the “Best of 
Film Series” plus special performances and 
concerts throughout the September-May 
season.

 “Cabaret-on-the-Hudson is perfect for 
me and for this space,” Allen explained. 
“The Town Hall Theater is a relatively 
moderate space with a definite intimacy, 
just right to provide that closeness needed 
by the cabaret performer. I’ve worked with 
many and have many friends who do it. 
It will be like bringing 54 Below, Michael 
Feinstein’s, “Don’t Tell Mama,” and others 
right here to Irvington.” 

Monday, October, 27 will be the first per-

formance for the Cabaret-on-the-Hudson 
series and will continue every other month 
on the same day of the week. “Monday was 
deliberately chosen because Broadway stag-
es are usually dark on Mondays, and it also 
provides the audience a respite from real-
ity TV. Thirty minutes, by train, from New 
York to Irvington can bring us a famous 
face on an off-night, or someone new and 
fresh, or a group who come together with 
song and satire,” Allen said.

Monday, September, 29 will be the first 
performance for the Irvington Stage Door 
series, and it will be performed every other 
opposite month, also on Mondays. This 
script-in-hand format will present mate-
rial being readied for Broadway. It may be 
in final form, or presented as something in 
development, or a piece that the author is 
just anxious to get feedback on. It may be a 
musical, a straight play, or a group of revue 

sketches. As Allen pointed out, “This audi-
ence feedback is vital to writers. I know. I’ve 
been on both sides and the action is near 
and dear to my heart.” The readings them-
selves will be as bare-bones as possible. “For 
me, it’s the words, lyrics and music that are 
important. I want everything else stripped 
away: the lights, sets, costumes, everything. 
Birthday Pie, by Arthur Wooten, will be 
the first presentation in the Irvington Stage 
Door series.

Allen is well aware that these two new se-
ries will take time to take hold, but he is de-
termined to make Irvington a destination 
for this kind of entertainment, as well as for 
the theater’s other full-length productions. 
“Whether they are multi-media, large scale 
musicals, or intimate searching dramas, we 
have the venue that can adapt to any for-
mat. Adaptation is the key word here - all 
important. And, we can do it. (What we 
don’t have is air-conditioning. It cuts down 
our viewing season, but we’re working on 
it. Very high on our priority list).”

He is also hoping to work with Irving-
ton’s many restaurants. “Eat a great meal; 
for $15 bucks see a great show and be out 
by 9:30 p.m. and on your way home. Can’t 
beat it!”

Tarrytown YMCA Shakespeare Camp Celebrates 10 Years

In The Wings: Two New 2014-2015 Series from Irvington 
Town Hall Theater

by Zoe Kaplan

by Morey Storck

by Dorothy Conigliaro
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Campers have been able to get experience performing on stage during the summer.

“Eat a great meal; for $15 bucks see 
a great show and be out by 9:30 p.m. 
and on your way home. Can’t beat it!” 

— Gregory Allen



It couldn’t have come at a better time; 
even as so many senior citizens are entering 
nursing homes and “critical care” establish-
ments, there are alternative choices devel-
oping. After a lifetime of working, raising 
families, and contributing to the success of 
this nation in countless other ways, senior 
citizens deserve to retire as they choose.  
Westchester seniors are now getting some 
much-needed help. Thanks to renewed ef-
forts by local volunteers, non-profits and 
county and state legislators, programs are 
being put in place to make things easier 
and more meaningful for many citizens. 

For some seniors, the idea of an assisted 
living or nursing home may not be their 
first choice. A national initiative, “Aging 
in Place,” part of an association of service 
providers dedicated to helping seniors, will 
enable them, literally, to “age in place” at 
home, supported by family and by mem-
bers of the commu-
nity who have offered 
to volunteer. “Home” 
is where these people 
want to be, the place 
where they have 
lived, often for many 
years, and “home” is 
where they wish to 
stay, whether suffer-
ing from physical or mental decline. The 
Aging in Place initiative strives to make it 
happen. 

In many cities, service providers work 
together to assist the senior population in 
their community. With strong neighbor-
hood and business ties, and with an en-
thusiastic corps of volunteers, our area can 
provide such service to seniors, modeled 
after the countywide entity known as the 
Center for Aging in Place (CAP), which 
has enabled so many residents to continue 
living in their own homes. 

“With the growth of the senior popu-
lation projected for Westchester County, 
many older adults and their caregivers will 
need help to stave off long-term care insti-
tutionalization – and the high costs associ-
ated with it,” said Lois Steinberg of Larch-
mont, CAP’s co-founder and chair of its 

board of directors. “It all comes down to 
the commitment and energy of the leaders 
of these new groups. The movers and shak-
ers of this movement tend to be in their 
70’s and 80’s. They are the ones who are 
really looking ahead, making a difference.”

A number of groups are already operat-
ing successfully, including one in the Hud-
son Valley, under the aegis of the National 
Aging in Place Council, and now it is com-
ing to this area as a grass-roots organization 
called “It Takes a Village (ITAV) 10591”. 
As an off-shoot of the “Aging in Place” 
movement that is expanding throughout 
the nation, its mission is to provide sup-
port and services that allow seniors in 
Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow to remain 
independent in their homes or, at the very 
least, to find the most suitable treatments 
or accommodations available. 

Organization member Rob Wingate 
explained, “The group is now gathering 
input from local residents and neighbor-

hood associations 
about what services 
are most important, 
or can realistically 
be delivered on a 
sustained basis. Its 
leaders will be can-
vassing business, 
municipal, non-
profit, faith and 

community leaders to see who can help 
the new organization develop. Financing 
will likely take place through a combina-
tion of membership fees for those residents 
who can afford to pay for the services, and 
fund-raising to subsidize memberships for 
those who can’t.

“ITAV10591” is the brainchild of Sleepy 
Hollow artist and yoga teacher Annegret 
Wolf Rice. She told her teammates at a 
recent organizational meeting, “We are so 
lucky to be alive and healthy and must be 
grateful to have a roof above our heads. We 
should share this attitude with our neigh-
borhood seniors.” As Rice explains, the 
mission of “It Takes A Village 10591” is 
to transform the experience of aging into 
something truly meaningful.

The group has already secured the sup-

There’s No Place Like Home

“It Takes a Village” Offers New 
Living Options for Seniors
by Dorothy Conigliaro
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“The movers and shakers of  
this movement tend to be in their 
70’s and 80’s. They are the ones  

who are really looking ahead,  
making a difference.” 

— Lois Steinberg, CAP’s co-founder

Continued on page 22
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Friday 1

Bodies in the LiBrary Book Group: At 12 noon 
discussion of “Death in the Andes” by Mario 
Vargas Llosa at the Ossining Public Library. Call 
941-2416 or visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

Saturday 2

Great hudson estuary Fish Count: At 10 a.m. 
join Teatown and Strawtown Art and Garden 
Studio at the RiverWalk Center in Sleepy Hollow 
to seine for fish and other creatures. Afterwards 
make a symbolic driftwood sculpture with paint 
and sand. Call 762-2912, ext. 110 or visit www.
teatown.org.

CoLLeGe prep Workshop: At 10:30 a.m. Naomi 
Vladeck helps juniors and seniors write their 
best college essays at the Warner Library in Tar-
rytown. Registration required. Call Reference at 
631-7734.

BreathtakinG ButterFLies: At 2 p.m. learn 
about butterflies and their importance at the 
Greenburgh Nature Center in Scarsdale. Call 
723-3470 or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter- 
.org.

pLanninG your FaLL Garden: Workshop at 
2 p.m. at Hilltop Hanover Farm in Yorktown 
Heights. Call 962-2368 or visit www.HilltopHa-
noverFarm.org. 

“Let’s hanG on”: The premier Frankie Valli 
Tribute Show is at the Westchester Broadway 
Theatre in Elmsford. Dinner at 6:30 p.m. & 
show at 8:30 p.m. Call 592-2222 or visit www.
broadwaytheatre.com.

Monday 4

summer time CraFts: At 3:45 p.m. ages 8-12 
design their own ceramic tile at the Irvington 
Public Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.

Tuesday 5

CookinG at home With kids: At 1:30 p.m. 
explore the joys of bringing farm-fresh ingredi-
ents into your kitchen and learn tips for engaging 
your kids in cooking at Stone Barns Center for 

Food and Agriculture in Pocantico Hills. Call 
366-6200 or visit www.stonebarnscenter.org.

Game meet-up: At 5 p.m. ages 5 and up learn 
new games at the Irvington Public Library. Call 
591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.  Also 
Aug. 12.

“Ferris BueLLer’s day oFF ”: Classic teen movie 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Irvington Public Library. Call 
591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

Wednesday 6

“saBoteur”: Film starring Bob Cummings will 
be shown at 2 p.m. at the Warner Library in Tar-
rytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warnerli-
brary.org.

Thursday 7

summer readinG CeLeBration: It’s a Luau at 
3:30 p.m. for ages 4 and up at the Irvington 
Public Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org. 

a summertime FiasCo: At 3:45 p.m. ages 10-12 
can be the writer and star of their own story at 
the Irvington Public Library. Call 591-7840 or 
visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org. 

Friday 8

teen poetry and story sLam: 4 p.m. at Hudson 
Valley Writers’ Center in Sleepy Hollow. Call 
418-5562 or visit www.ymcatarrytown.org.

“roCkin’ hood” perFormanCe: 6 p.m. at Pa-
triot’s Park in Tarrytown. Call 418-5562 or visit 
www.ymcatarrytown.org.

Saturday 9

preservinG the harvest: A hands-on canning 
workshop at 9 a.m at Hilltop Hanover Farm in 
Yorktown Heights. Call 962-2368 or visit www.
HilltopHanoverFarm.org.

“Forever motoWn”: A trip down memory lane 
at the Westchester Broadway Theatre in Elms-
ford. Dinner at 6:30 p.m. & show at 8:30 p.m. 
Call 592-2222 or visit www.broadwaytheatre.
com.

Sunday 10

WiLd ediBLes WaLk and taste: 
At 1 p.m. for ages 12 and up at 
Stone Barns Center for Food and 
Agriculture in Pocantico Hills. Call 
366-6200 or visit www.stonebarn-
scenter.org.

Wednesday 13

“onLy you”: Film starring Marisa 
Tomei will be shown at 2 p.m. at the 
Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 
631-7734 or visit www.warnerli-
brary.org.

“Bidder 70”: Film and discus-
sion about a student trying to save 
22,000 acres of pristine land at 7:30 
p.m. at the Greenburgh Nature 
Center in Scarsdale. Program co-
sponsored by the Sierra Club Lower Hudson 
Group.  Call 723-3470 or visit www.green-
burghnaturecenter.org.

Thursday 14

open CraFts: Drop-in crafts for all ages 3 p.m. 
– 5 p.m. at the Irvington Public Library. Call 
591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

Book disCussion: At 7 p.m. the Warner Library 
Book Group discusses “O Pioneers!” by Willa 
Cather. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warnerli-
brary.org.

Friday 15

y danCe intensive shoWinGs: From 3:30 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. at YMCA in Tarrytown. Call 418-5562 
or visit www.ymcatarrytown.org. Also Aug. 22.

third Friday in tarrytoWn: Come to Main 
St. & S. Washington from 5 p.m. to enjoy live 
music, a Westchester Circus Arts performance, 
face painting, a raffle from Tarrytown Honda and 
more. Call 631-8347 or visit www.tarrytown-
thirdfriday.com.

“diverGent”: Film starring Shailene Woodley 
will be shown at 6:30 p.m. at the Warner Library 
in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org.

Saturday 16

Busy as a Bee: At 10 a.m. learn about all the 
services honey bees provide at Teatown Lake 
Reservation in Ossining. Call 762-2912, ext. 110 
or visit www.teatown.org.

Work Day at RiverWalk Park: Help clean and 
restore RiverWalk from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Meet at 
the bottom of West Main St. in Tarrytown. Call 
419-7229 or visit www.frw-ttown.org.

orGaniC GardeninG at home: At 1 p.m. learn 
how to design a productive garden that’s right for 
your region at Stone Barns Center for Food and 
Agriculture in Pocantico Hills. Call 366-6200 or 
visit www.stonebarnscenter.org.

“viva eL mamBo y La saLsa”: Tribute to the mu-
sic of Celia, Tito and Frankie at the Westchester 
Broadway Theatre in Elmsford. Dinner at 6:30 
p.m. & show at 8:30 p.m. Call 592-2222 or visit 
www.broadwaytheatre.com.

Sunday 17

CompostinG For the WhoLe FamiLy: At 10 
a.m. learn how to turn your wastes in valuable 
fertilizer at the Greenburgh Nature Center in 
Scarsdale. Call 723-3470 or visit www.green-
burghnaturecenter.org.

Monday 18 to Thursday 21

haLF day Camp: Children entering grades K-3 
can play nature games, do craft projects, explore 
the outdoors and more from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. or 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.at the Greenburgh 
Nature Center in Scarsdale. Call 723-3470 or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org. Also Aug. 
25 -28.

Monday 18

JCC reGistration: Register on line for fall 
activities of JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. 

What’s Happening

SENIORS

senior BeneFits inFormation Center: 

Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. a representa-
tive from the Medicare Rights Center is on hand 
at the Warner Library in Tarrytown.  Sign up 
at the Reference Desk or call 631-7734.  To ask 
questions outside regular counseling hours call 
269-7765.  

senior van: Beginning at 9 a.m. Monday 
through Friday, a van is available for seniors who 
need transportation.  Call the Tarrytown Village 
Hall at 631-7873 or the Sleepy Hollow Recre-
ation Dept. at 366-5109. 

hot LunCh: Available Monday to Friday 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for $2.50 donation at 
Knights of Columbus Hall in Tarrytown.  Call 
631-2717.

THE NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

yoGa on the Chair:  1:15 a.m. Wednesdays.

art Workshop: 1 p.m. Wednesdays. 

tai Chi: 11 a.m. Thursdays. 

senior Canteen: informal social group, 1 p.m. 
Thursdays.

movies: 1 p.m. Fridays. 

BridGe and Card CLuB: 1 p.m. Fridays.
 Closed Aug. 25-29

TARRYTOWN SENIOR CENTER

Pierson Park, 631-2304.  Annual donation is 
$15.

meetinGs:  1 p.m. Aug. 5 and 19, followed by 
games.

exerCise:  10 a.m. Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays.

niCkeL BinGo:  12:30 p.m. Mondays.

sWimminG:  11 a.m. Tuesdays at Kendal-on-
Hudson.

Games: 1 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays.

yoGa:  10 a.m. Thursdays.

Book CLuB:  1 p.m. Aug. 22.

other CLasses:  Check bulletin board.

pooL taBLes:  Available any time.
  

JAMES F. GALGANO SENIOR CENTER

55 Elm St., Sleepy Hollow, 631-0390. Annual 
donation is $10, due before March 1.

meetinGs:  1 p.m. Aug. 4 and 18, followed by 
bingo.

yoGa:  8:30 a.m. Mondays.

sWimminG:  10 a.m. Tuesdays at Kendal-on-
Hudson.

exerCise CLass:  11:30 a.m. Tuesdays.

niCkeL BinGo:  1 p.m. Tuesdays.

exerCise CLass:  10:15 a.m. Fridays.

knittinG:  1 p.m. Fridays.

Open weekdays for socializing, card playing, 
etc.:  1 to 4 p.m.

LABOR DAY WEEKEND

CORNucopia
Take part in the Lower Hudson Valley’s only corn festival

HUDSON
H I S T O R I C

Tickets + Info > hudsonvalley.org or call 914.366.6900

SUMMER EQUALS

FAMILY 
FUN
in Sleepy Hollow Country

from Historic Hudson Valley 
From a Child’s
Perspective

Thursdays in August
at Washington Irving’s Sunnyside

 >HHValley       >InTheValley1

Aug 30 - Sept 1
at Philipsburg Manor
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In-person registration begins at 9 a.m. on Tues. 
19. Call 366-7898 or visit www.jcconthehudson.
org.

“representinG the ameriCan LandsCape: The 
People’s Parks”: At 2 p.m. Charles Mitchell ex-
plores the history of the park as landscape, retreat, 
resource and more at Lyndhurst in Tarrytown. 
Call 631-4481 or visit www.lyndhurst.org.

Wednesday 20

“the seCret LiFe oF WaLter mitty”: Film 
starring Ben Stiller will be shown at 2 p.m. at the 
Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or 
visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Buzz Worthy FiLms: “Philomena” will be shown 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Ossining Public Library. Call 
941-2416 or visit www.ossininglibrary.org

Thursday 21

senior BeneFits inFormation Center: At 1:30 
p.m. get information and counseling about 
different types of government programs at the 
Ossining Public Library. Call 941-2416 or visit 
www.ossininglibrary.org. Also Aug. 28.

Friday 22

Women’s CirCLe: At 5:45 p.m. celebrate, study 
and explore Jewish women’s issues at Temple Beth 
Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or e-mail 
adulted@tba-ny.org.

Saturday 23

tot shaBBat: At 10 a.m. children enjoy songs, 
stories and a Shabbat snack at Temple Beth 
Abraham in Tarrytown.  Call 631-1770 or e-mail 
adulted@tba-ny.org. 

Cheese-makinG 101: At 1 p.m. at Hilltop Ha-
nover Farm in Yorktown Heights. Call 962-2368 
or visit www.HilltopHanoverFarm.org.

meet the animaLs: At 2 p.m. get up close and 
hands-on with some live animals at the Green-
burgh Nature Center in Scarsdale. Call 723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

the diamonds: This fabulous 50’s foursome 
performs at the Westchester Broadway Theatre in 
Elmsford. Dinner at 6:30 p.m. & show at 8:30 
p.m. Call 592-2222 or visit www.broadwaythe-
atre.com.

Sunday 24

nature reCyCLers: At 11 a.m. meet some animal 
recyclers and find out how things get broken down 
at Teatown Lake Reservation in Ossining. Call 
762-2912, ext. 110 or visit www.teatown.org.

Worm Bin: At 2 p.m. learn to make a compost 
bin at the Greenburgh Nature Center in Scars-
dale. Pre-registration required. Call 723-3470 or 
visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Wednesday 27

“We BouGht a zoo”: Film starring Matt Damon 
and Scarlett Johansson will be shown at 2 p.m. at 
the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 
or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Thursday 28

aFter dark: “The Blues Brothers” will be 

screened at 7:15 p.m. followed by Reel Talk 
with Andrew Jupin at Jacob Burns Film Center 
in Pleasantville. Call 747-5555 or visit www.
burnsfilmcenter.org.

Saturday 30

CornuCopia: This corn festival features a bevy 
of corn-related activities including contests, 
crafts, demonstrations, a kid-size maize maze and 
much more from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Philips-
burg Manor in Sleepy Hollow. Call 631-8200 or 
visit www.hudsonvalley.org. Also Sept.1.

animaL amBassadors photo-op: From 10 a.m. 
to 12 noon animals will be on display in natural 
settings for photographers to snap at Teatown 
Lake Reservation in Ossining. Call 762-2912, 
ext. 110 or visit www.teatown.org.

seed savinG For the home Gardener: Hands-
on workshop at 10 a.m. at Hilltop Hanover Farm 
in Yorktown Heights. Call 962-2368 or visit 
www.HilltopHanoverFarm.org.

Fermented Foods: Learn how to make sau-
erkraut and kimchi from scratch at 1 p.m. at 
Hilltop Hanover Farm in Yorktown Heights. Call 
962-2368 or visit www.HilltopHanoverFarm.org.

stand-up Comedy niGht: Hilarious adult 
comedy at the Westchester Broadway Theatre in 
Elmsford. Dinner at 6:30 p.m. & show at 8:30 
p.m. Call 592-2222 or visit www.broadwaythe-
atre.com.

Sunday 31

BiomimiCry For BeGinners: At 1 p.m. see how 
nature’s innovations can guide our next genera-
tion of engineers and scientists at Teatown Lake 
Reservation in Ossining. Call 762-2912, ext. 110 
or visit www.teatown.org.

FeedinG Fun: At 2 p.m. come see what’s on the 
menu for the animals at the Greenburgh Nature 
Center in Scarsdale. Call 723-3470 or visit www.
greenburghnaturecenter.org.

Saturday, September 6

soup soiree: From 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.at 
Kingsland Point Park Pavilion in Sleepy Hollow 
to introduce It Takes A Village, an organization 
dedicated to helping older folks stay in their own 
homes. Call 597-1443 or e-mail barbara-carr@
itav10591.org.

Ongoing

u-piCk veGetaBLes: Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. weather permitting at Hilltop Hanover 
Farm in Yorktown Heights. Call 962-2368 or 
visit www.HilltopHanoverFarm.org.

FLash FiCtion Contest: Children, teenagers and 
adults can submit a story of 250 words or less 
starting with the line “The doors to the Irvington 
Public Library parted, and inside…” and deliver 
to the Irvington Public Library by Sept. 8 for 
various prizes. For rules and entry form visit 
www.friendsoftheirvingtonlibrary.org. 

“Warner teCh”: Sign up for a one-hour 
individualized session on e-mail, downloading 
e-books or audiobooks, and using online library 
resources and databases at the Warner Library in 
Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 for appointment.

“Wizard oF oz”: Through Sept. 21 at the West-

chester Broadway Theatre in Elmsford. Dinner 
at 6:15 p.m. & show at 8 p.m. Call 592-2222 or 
visit www.broadwaytheatre.com.

sounds oF summer: New music documentaries 
at Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville. Call 
747-5555 or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org

summer musiC series: Wednesdays through 
Aug. 20 Jazz Forum Arts presents free concerts 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at The Masters School 
in Dobbs Ferry. Call 478-1147 or visit www.
jazzforumarts.org.

sunset Jazz @ Lyndhurst: Thursdays at 6:30 
p.m. Call 478-1147 or visit www.jazzforumarts.
org.

Jazz @ pierson park, tarrytoWn: Fridays at 
6:30 p.m. Call 478-1147 or visit www.jazzfo-
rumarts.org.

From a ChiLd’s perspeCtive: Thursdays from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. travel back to the 19th century 
and play games, hear stories, race through a scav-
enger hunt and participate in hands-on-activities 
at Washington Irving’s Sunnyside in Tarrytown. 
Call 631-8200 or visit www.hudsonvalley.org.  

exhiBition: The work of Pasquale Monaco is 
on view through Aug. 18 at Studio A Gallery, 
52 Main St., Tarrytown. Call 347-755-6069 or 
e-mail studioAgallery@gmail.com.

photoGraphy exhiBit: “Through the Lens: An 
Intimate Connection” by Kathryn Knowles on 
display at the Irvington Public Library. Reception 
Aug. 2 from 1:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. Call 591-
7840 or visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

photoGraphy exhiBit: Photos by Daniel 
Oppenheimer on view at the Ossining Public 
Library. Reception Aug. 2 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Call 941-2416 or visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

“seven BeLLs For stone Barns”: Original sound 
art exhibition through Nov. 2 at Stone Barns 
Center for Food and Agriculture in Pocantico 
Hills. Call 366-6200 or visit www.stonebarnscen-
ter.org.

annuaL story WaLk: At 1 p.m. through Sept. 28 
for children ages 8 and younger at the Green-
burgh Nature Center in Scarsdale. Call 723-3470 
or visit www.greenburghnaturecenter.org.

kayakinG: Rent a kayak between 12 noon and 
5 p.m. on the Tarrytown Lakes Saturdays and 
Sundays. Instruction available 9 a.m. to noon, 
and Thursdays and Fridays 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
by appointment. Call 682-5135 or visit www.
KayakHudson.com.

Guided kayak tours: Thursday/Friday evenings 
and weekends at Kingsland Point Park, Sleepy 
Hollow. Call 682-5135 or visit www.KayakHud-
son.com for complete schedule.

support Group: The Tarrytown/Sleepy Hol-
low chapter of GRASP (Grief Recovery After a 
Substance Passing) meets the 1st Tuesday of the 
month at 7 p.m. at Christ Church, focusing on 
child loss. E-mail tarrytownsleepyhollowgrasp@
gmail.com. 

irvinGton Farmers market: Every Wednesday 
from 3:30 p.m. to 7p.m. at the Main Street 
School parking lot.  Visit http://irvingtonfarmer-
smarket.net.

Farmers’ market at pheLps hospitaL: Thurs-
days starting June 12 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
across from the 755 Medical Arts Building in 
Sleepy Hollow. Call 366-3937.

tarrytoWn Farmers’ market: Open from 8:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays at Patriots’ Park. Call 
923-4837.

ossininG doWn-to-earth Farmers’ market: 
Open Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. all year at 
Spring and Main Sts. Call 923-4837.

Farm market: Stone Barns Center’s produce, 
meat and eggs are on sale Sundays from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at 630 Bedford Road, Pocantico Hills. 
Call 366-6200 or visit www.stonebarnscenter.org.

mah JonGG: Play Mondays at 1 p.m. at Temple 
Beth Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or 
e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org to ensure there are 
enough players for a game.

BaCkGammon niGht: Starts at 6 p.m. the first 
Monday of the month at the Warner Library in 
Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warner-
library.org.

mah JonGG: Play Tuesdays at 10 a.m. at JCC 

on the Hudson in Tarrytown.  Call 366-7898 or 
e-mail lgreen@jcconthehudson.org.

yiddish: Read, learn and sing on Tuesdays at 
12:30p.m.at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown.  
Call 366-7898 or visit www.jcconthehudson.org.

men’s CLuB: Meets every Wednesday at 9:45 a.m. 
at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown. Meetings 
have varied speakers and are open to the public 
free of charge. Call 366-7898 or visit www.jc-
conthehudson.org.

torah study: Rabbi Holtz leads a class Aug. 6 
and 13 at 10 a.m. at Temple Beth Abraham in 
Tarrytown. No previous knowledge required. Call 
631-1770 or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org.

Chess CLuB: The Warner Library Chess Club 
meets on the second, third and fourth Thursday 
of the month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. Call 
631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 20: “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty”: Film starring Ben 
Stiller will be shown at 2 p.m. at the Warner Library in Tarrytown.

92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTE9)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591
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WWW.123WINEAVE.COM
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Maryjane Hyland, 69
Maryjane Hyland, a lifelong resident of 

Tarrytown, died July 27 after a brief ill-
ness. She was 69. 

Born in Tarrytown on July 30, 1944, 
she worked for General Motors for many 
years. She is survived by two sons, four 
grandchildren and other relatives. She was 
predeceased by her son Richard Garcia, 
her brother Michael Hyland and by Leo J. 
Nennig. 

David Gross, 97
David A. Gross, who was born in Tar-

rytown, died on July 8. He was 97. 
Mr. Gross was raised in Woodhaven, 

Queens and was employed by Sperry as an 
electrical engineer. He served on the finan-
cial committee for St. Thomas the Apostle 
and the Diocese of Queens and returned 
to Tarrytown where he was a member of 
Transfiguration Catholic Church. He is 
survived by his wife, Catherine.

Mary Haggerty, 85
Mary N. Haggerty, formerly of Sleepy 

Hollow, died July 15 in Stamford, CT. She 
was 85.

Born in Tarrytown on July 25, 1928, she 
was married to James M. Haggerty and 
had worked at Readers Digest for many 
years. She is survived by her husband, four 
children, seven grandchildren, one great-
grandchild and four siblings.

Richard Maki, 87
Richard P. “Dick” Maki, a resident of 

Sleepy Hollow, died unexpectedly on July 
3. He was 87. 

He came to North Tarrytown in 1938 
and proudly served in the U.S. Army dur-
ing WW II where he attained the rank of 
Sergeant. After the war, he went on to have 
a long career at Miller Auto Parts in Mt. 
Kisco.

He was very well known because of his 
involvement in many local organizations. 
He was a parishioner of St. Teresa of Avila 
Church; he was a 4th Degree Knight of 
Columbus and was Past Grand Knight. 
He was a longtime coach of Pop Warner 
Football and Dad’s Club Baseball. He 
was a member of VFW Post 1939 where 
he was Past Commander and the Ameri-
can Legion Spencer Kelly Post. He was 
also a member of and Former Captain of 
Washington Engine Co #2 in Tarrytown. 
Mr. Maki was also a member of the Sleepy 
Hollow Seniors. 

Betty Olivieri, 84
Betty Olivieri, beloved mother, grand-

mother and great-grandmother, died 
July14 at home in Tarrytown. She was 84.

She shared her talented voice in numer-

ous operatic productions and recitals and 
was a soloist at many churches including 
Riverside in New York City. At 55 she at-
tained a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology 
and worked at the Department of Social 
Services for 10 years.

Edwin Jacobsen, 96
Edwin A. Jacobsen, a resident of Sleepy 

Hollow, died on July 23. He was 96. 
Mr. Jacobsen served gallantly during 

World War II as a pilot of a B-17 in the 
European Theater. Recipient of the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross, he completed 
36 missions as a member of the 8th Army 
Air Corps, 95th Bomb Group. He was a 
longtime member of the Masonic Lodge in 
Tarrytown. 

Raphael “Ray” Cerbone III, 60
Raphael A. (Ray) Cerbone, III, a resi-

dent of Irvington, died July 4. He was 60. 
Ray, as he preferred to be known, was 

a Special Olympian who loved to com-
pete in his favorite sports of swimming 
and bowling. He is survived by his loving 
mother Marion, his brothers Joe (Leanne) 
of Newburgh, Chris of CA and Greg of 
New York City and his sister Laura (John) 
Lofaro of Irvington. He is also survived by 
his nieces and nephews Carlee Cerbone 
and Sage, Gregory and Calvin Lofaro. He 
was predeceased by his father Raphael and 
his nephew Joey. 

Margaret “Eileen” Williams, 80
Margaret Ellen ‘Eileen’ Williams, a resi-

dent of Sleepy Hollow, died unexpectedly 
after a brief illness on June 27. She was 80.

She travelled to the U.S. in 1956 with 
her childhood and lifelong friend, Colette 
Ore (also of Sleepy Hollow).  She worked 
and volunteered for St. Teresa’s School as a 
teacher’s aide where most of her own chil-
dren had attended. She also worked many 
years at sons’ Jimmy and John’s Auto Re-
pair business in Tarrytown.

Mrs. Williams loved to sing and was the 
life of the party at family gatherings. She 
will be remembered by family and friends 
for her love of the Catholic faith, singing, 
playing the piano and dancing. She was a 
longtime parishioner of St. Teresa’s Church 
and Immaculate Conception Church in 
Sleepy Hollow.

Robert Perugini, 90
Robert J. Perugini, a native of North 

Tarrytown, died July 8. He was 90.
He grew up and attended school in Tar-

rytown and after graduating from Wash-
ington Irving High School he joined the 
United States Marine Corps. In 1947, he 
married Elsie Grasso Perugini, who prede-
ceased him in 1995. 
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ous operatic productions and recitals and 
was a soloist at many churches including 
Riverside in New York City. At 55 she at-
tained a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology 
and worked at the Department of Social 
Services for 10 years.

Edwin Jacobsen, 96
Edwin A. Jacobsen, a resident of Sleepy 

Hollow, died on July 23. He was 96. 
Mr. Jacobsen served gallantly during 

World War II as a pilot of a B-17 in the 
European Theater. Recipient of the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross, he completed 
36 missions as a member of the 8th Army 
Air Corps, 95th Bomb Group. He was a 
longtime member of the Masonic Lodge in 
Tarrytown. 

Raphael “Ray” Cerbone III, 60
Raphael A. (Ray) Cerbone, III, a resi-

dent of Irvington, died July 4. He was 60. 
Ray, as he preferred to be known, was 

a Special Olympian who loved to com-
pete in his favorite sports of swimming 
and bowling. He is survived by his loving 
mother Marion, his brothers Joe (Leanne) 
of Newburgh, Chris of CA and Greg of 
New York City and his sister Laura (John) 
Lofaro of Irvington. He is also survived by 
his nieces and nephews Carlee Cerbone 
and Sage, Gregory and Calvin Lofaro. He 
was predeceased by his father Raphael and 
his nephew Joey. 

Margaret “Eileen” Williams, 80
Margaret Ellen ‘Eileen’ Williams, a resi-

dent of Sleepy Hollow, died unexpectedly 
after a brief illness on June 27. She was 80.

She travelled to the U.S. in 1956 with 
her childhood and lifelong friend, Colette 
Ore (also of Sleepy Hollow).  She worked 
and volunteered for St. Teresa’s School as a 
teacher’s aide where most of her own chil-
dren had attended. She also worked many 
years at sons’ Jimmy and John’s Auto Re-
pair business in Tarrytown.

Mrs. Williams loved to sing and was the 
life of the party at family gatherings. She 
will be remembered by family and friends 
for her love of the Catholic faith, singing, 
playing the piano and dancing. She was a 
longtime parishioner of St. Teresa’s Church 
and Immaculate Conception Church in 
Sleepy Hollow.

Robert Perugini, 90
Robert J. Perugini, a native of North 

Tarrytown, died July 8. He was 90.
He grew up and attended school in Tar-

rytown and after graduating from Wash-
ington Irving High School he joined the 
United States Marine Corps. In 1947, he 
married Elsie Grasso Perugini, who prede-
ceased him in 1995. 
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The Family YMCA 
and The Hudson Indepen-
dent are joining forces 
to present a contest in 
which two Masquerade 
Ball tickets (worth $160 
each), provided by the Y, 
will be given to the lucky 
participants who correct-
ly answer monthly ques-
tions about the YMCA 
and this newspaper. July’s winner was 
Daniela Eaton of Tarrytown, and a win-
ner will be selected in both August and 
September from among those who cor-
rectly answer questions posed here and in 
The Hudson Independent’s next issue. 

A fun time, the Masquerade Ball takes 
place at the Trump National Golf Club 
in Briarcliff Manor on Friday, October 
17. One correctly answered response 
will be drawn at random this month and 
next month by youngsters in Daycare 

and After School pro-
grams at the Family Y’s 
Early Learning Center at 
Tappan Hill School. To 
participate, write your 
answer in an email ad-
dressed to masqcontest@
thehudsonindependent.
com, and include your 
name, address, phone 
number and email ad-

dress. The deadline for this month’s re-
sponse is August 20. 

August’s question: What three columns 
or features regularly appear in The Hud-
son Independent? 

Look for our third question in September’s 
issue! Good luck and we look forward to 
seeing the winners at October’s Masquer-
ade Ball, when The Hudson Independent 
is awarded the Y’s Laurance S. Rock-
efeller Award.

Win Tickets to the YMCA’s 
October Masquerade Ball!

Video Makers Invited to Participate in “Sleepy Hollow Film Fest” Contest 
Over the past decade, countless people have taken to making “videos” rather than 

merely watching them. The Smart Phone coupled with You Tube, Instagram, 
email and other apps have provided the means to shoot video and 
share it almost instantaneously. A far cry from the time when film was 
the sole medium to capture moving images. 

So all of you video makers reading this, take heed! The Village of 
Sleepy Hollow is packed full of interesting filming possibilities. 
Krista Madsen and The Hudson Independent have joined togeth-
er to run a short film fest, open to all, using phones or cameras. 

Use your video shooting talents to enter the “Sleepy Hollow 
Shorts” Film Fest Contest. There are two important rules: films 
have to be no longer than 30 seconds maximum, and at least 
some of the footage has to be filmed in Sleepy Hollow.

Entries will be trimmed down to 10 finalists that will be screened sometime in October 
,and the audience will decide the grand prize winner who will receive two VIP Sleepy 
Hollow Haunted Hayride tickets. Your video should tell a very short story, but what 

story you choose is entirely up to you. 
Of course everyone is expected to respect local laws, private property, and per-

sonal privacy and to seek out permission when required for sites at which you 
plan to film.. At the Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, for example, video is prohib-

ited and photography requires advanced written permission of the 
cemetery.

Upload your film to YouTube.com or Vimeo.com using 
hashtag #SleepyHollowShorts so we can find you! Please add 
tags for the locations where you filmed here while you’re at 
it. This newspaper’s website will be linking to entries for your 
amusement and inspiration.  Your submission may be Tweeted, 

Facebooked and generally shared all over the social media uni-
verse, as well as posted on www.VisitSleepyHollow.com.  Also 

check out: https://www.facebook.com/SleepyHollowShorts.
For more information on this contest, visit SleepyHollowInk.com/sleepy/hollowshorts or email 

krista@sleepyhollowink.com 

A large group of seniors enjoyed a fabulous meal from JP Doyle’s at the annual Sleepy Hollow Senior Picnic at the Galgano Senior Center. 
Photo by Sunny McLean



Teachers gathered at P/NW BOCES over the summer to revamp BOCES’ SCIENCE 
21 curriculum for grades K-6. Pictured, (l-r): Mario Suarez of Pocantico Hills, Patricia 
Lynch of Croton-Harmon, Kim DelRosario-Fonseca of Tarrytown and Dayna Reist of 
Rye.

port of many enthusiastic volunteers, in-
cluding Andrea Kott, who writes, “Both 
Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow have thriv-
ing senior populations. And, like the rest 
of the country, the villages are filled with 
Baby Boomers who will be facing––if they 
are not already––the prospect of caring 
for their aging parents.” “It Takes A Vil-
lage 10591,” will serve Tarrytown and 
Sleepy Hollow, and will soon be holding 
informational and feedback meetings with 
neighborhood associations and housing 
complexes in the area. For more informa-
tion or to volunteer, local residents can 
e-mail itav10591@gmail.org or reach out 
to Annegret Wolf Rice or any number of 
volunteers in the group.

The ITAV group is translating its pub-
licity materials into Spanish and trying 
to identify neighborhood contacts who 
can take lead roles in spreading the word 
to people in need throughout the vil-
lages. County Executive Rob Astorino 
has announced that the County is seek-

ing Spanish-speaking volunteers to teach 
workshops that will help seniors manage 
chronic conditions such as arthritis, dia-
betes, high blood pressure, depression and 
heart disease. Westchester Jewish Com-
munity Services offers counseling services 
combined with home and community 
supports to improve the quality of life for 
people as they age. They are also sensitive 
to the needs of families and offer guidance 
related to alternative living options, link-
ages to resources and referrals to a variety 
of source of care within and outside the 
agency. 

Local residents are invited to a kick-off 
event for “It Takes a Village: The Soup 
Soiree” which will take place at the Kath-
ryn W. Davis RiverWalk Center Pavilion 
at Kingsland Point Park in Sleepy Hollow. 
Enjoy a mug of soup, bread, cheese and 
wine, live music and a take-home surprise. 
Suggested donation: $20. Date: Sept. 6, 
4:30 to 6 p.m. All are welcome!
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By Tess Weitzner
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The Hudson Independent
Your trusted source for local news and events.

Seniors
Continued from page 17

The Tarrytown Volunteer Am-
bulance Corps (TVAC) is seeking 
donations to replace a 13-year-old 
ambulance, update equipment, 
such as stretchers and defibrilla-
tors, and cover utility expenses.

Michael Farley of TVAC’s 
Fundraising Committee ex-
plained changes in health care 

have left TVAC with a six percent shortfall in revenue recovery this year, a situation 
that has forced them to reach out for corporate and merchant assistance for the first 
time in their existence.

Donations can be sent to: Tarrytown Volunteer Ambulance Corps, PO Box 132, 
Tarrytown, NY 10591. They also can be reached at (914) 631-6469.

TVAC Seeks Donations
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Our Neighbors

The relentless pursuit for post-graduate 
employment can be one of the most formi-
dable tasks a young adult will endure, and a 
tough market hasn’t made the feat any easi-
er. Elizabeth Skovron, an honors student at 
University at Albany, SUNY, has taken the 
initiative to help college students and grad-
uates find their footing as they seek ways to 
apply their freshly acquired knowledge and 
skill sets to the real world.

“Our resumes are perfect, our knowledge 
is on point, we know how to interview 
and we are ready for a job! We are ready 
to give our value, but it seems as if there 
isn’t enough availability to provide us value 
as well,” said Skovron, a 21 year-old rising 
senior and resident of Tarrytown.

With the support of Greenburgh Town 
Supervisor Paul Feiner, Skovron carved 
out her own summer internship and began 
building, piece by piece, a resource for local 
young adults seeking refuge from a multi-
tude of unemployment horror stories. The 
project, titled “Empowered Millennials 
in Transition,” is devoted to helping well-
qualified students and graduates build their 
own bridge between higher education and 
the professional world. 

Through a series of networking confer-

ences held in June and July at Greenburgh 
Town Hall, Skovron was able to reach out 
to local students and connect them to a 
range of resources, including job coaches, 
recruiting professionals, and entrepreneurs 
in the fields of communications, market re-
search, and health care.

“I was drawn to Ms. Skov-
ron’s event because of the op-
portunity to speak to a diverse 
group of professionals from 
different industries,” remarked 
Craig Link, a senior at SUNY 
Fredonia, who attended the 
July 15th forum. “The idea of 
creating an event where stu-
dents and professionals come 
together to address unemploy-
ment and the lack of real op-
portunity is very beneficial to 
both parties.”  

Jonathan Rood, a senior at 
University at Albany, attended 
both meetings after an intern-
ship inquiry with the NFL led to a dead 
end.“There were different professionals who 
talked about different areas of business such 
as franchising, and it’s something new that 
isn’t really talked about in college,” he said. 

Skovron experienced her share of struggles 
and frustrations with the tight job market, 

and it should come as no surprise that her 
approach begins with attitude. “This isn’t a 
pity party,” she declared. “Together, we are 
empowered to create our way and make it.”

Feiner, who started a job club of his own 
six years ago, also acknowledged the need 

for those seeking employment to, “be up-
beat, persistent, and not get discouraged.”

While maintaining a positive outlook may 
seem to be obvious advice, Skovron recom-
mended networking in person. While social 
media tools such as Facebook, LinkedIn, 
and Twitter are useful, Skovron emphasized 

that they do not trump face-to-face connec-
tions. What’s more, she noted that, “a lot of 
the students were surprised to hear that the 
things they were doing to get a job like ap-
plying online were a waste of time.”

And when all else fails? “If you can’t find 
a job, create something in the 
meantime. Find meaningful 
experience in anything you do, 
whether it’s an internship, part 
time job, or no job at all.”

Skovron hopes to organize 
another event that will connect 
students with entrepreneurs in 
one-one-one settings, speed-
dating style. She also plans to 
develop an official website that 
will function as a resource for 
students. Until then, she has a 
Facebook page and a blog (eliza-
bethskovron.tumblr.com) that 
outlines her initiative and col-
lects relevant and useful articles 
and ideas.

“The ambition and passion in the people 
that have joined my events is something 
amazing to experience,” Skovron said. “We 
want meaningful experiences while we tran-
sition from college to the tough job market, 
and we won’t give up until we find some-
thing that works!”

Local Student Helps College Peers Transition Into Real World
By Tess Weitzner

Elizabeth Skovron of Tarrytown reaches out to students at networking conference.

Summer School
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