
It’s been a bitterly cold and snowy winter season, and local villages have been paying 
the price.

Administrators in Irvington, Sleepy Hollow and Tarrytown all reported their budgets 
have been busted by overtime, salt and other supply 
costs associated with trying to keep up with Mother 
Nature’s frigid side.

“I don’t remember a winter this bad. This has been 
a bad one,” said Sleepy Hollow Village Administrator 
Anthony Giaccio, who has worked for the village for 
six years. “It’s not just the snow, it’s the cold. We’re 
blowing our budget for sure.”

Since Sleepy Hollow has already exceeded its 
$115,000 budget for snow removal expenses, Giaccio 
said department heads have been instructed to delay 
any major purchases until the end of the current fiscal 
year, which for villages is May 31.

Giaccio explained the village would have to tap into 
its estimated $1.5 million fund balance to cover its 
winter tab.

“We’re hoping for no more snow,” he said. “When 
we get to the end of the fiscal year we’ll examine where 
we’re at.”

Tarrytown has also been hit hard financially and the 
approximately 60 inches of snow that has fallen this 
winter has created a space problem, forcing the village 
to get permission from neighboring Sleepy Hollow to 
dump snow at the General Motors site, according to 
Village Administrator Michael Blau.

“We have come to the realization that we will ex-
ceed our snow budget,” Blau remarked. “Our biggest 
concern is getting the salt in. We have a little left, but 

Continued on page 6
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Snow has provided many obstacles for residents in local villages.
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A recent study of census data showed 
that the richest and most exclusive com-
munities in Westchester County are un-
dergoing a demographic collapse of their 
young adult populations.  The study was 
done for Community Housing Innova-
tions, Inc., a housing and human services 
agency based in White Plains.  

While it’s well known that Westches-
ter County has been losing its 25-34 year 
olds—a loss of 12.8% since the 2000 cen-
sus—it turns out the losses are much great-
er in the overwhelmingly white and richest 
areas without affordable housing. The river 
towns are no exception. 

In The Hudson Independent’s coverage 
area, the data shows a much higher exo-
dus of young workers in Irvington as com-
pared to the more diverse and affordable 
Sleepy Hollow. Irvington lost 39% of its 
25-34 year old population from 2000-
2011, based upon the Census Bureau’s 

American Community Survey.   Adding to 
the bleak picture, Irvington lost 34.4% of 
its 35-44 year old cohort (compared to the 
overall county of 15.3%).  It means that 
Irvington is aging rapidly, adding to con-
cerns for staffing volunteer fire and emer-
gency medical services, a dwindling school 
population and potential lower demand 
for homes as the young workforce forsakes 
Irvington for other areas.

According to Irvington Village Admin-
istrator Lawrence Schopfer, the effects of 
what has been called the “brain drain” are 
already being felt and he said the data did 
not surprise him.

“Our fire department and ambulance 
corps are hurting for volunteers and are 
struggling,” said Schopfer.  “The numbers 
of school children have declined so much 
that we commissioned a study to deter-
mine if the Main Street School is needed 
anymore.”

Shopfer said the Board of Trustees and 

by Rick Pezzullo

by Alexander Roberts

Continued on page 6 

Study Shows Demographic 
Decrease of Young Adults in 
Village of Irvington
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THE SECOND ANNUAL SLEEPY HOLLOW WINTERFEST: sponsored by the 
village, Sleepy Hollow Manor Association and Philipse Manor Improvement 
Association, was held at Rockwood Hall where residents enjoyed sleigh riding, 
homemade chili, hot cocoa and hot cider. Joining in the festivities were: (L-R: 
Trustee Susan MacFarlane, Mayor Ken Wray, Catherine Golub, James West and 
David Hodgens.
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Weathering Winter 
Storms Costly to Villages

www.thehudsonindependent.com



Preparations are underway for one of the 
most enthusiastically anticipated annual 
happenings in the river towns: the com-
bined Rotary Club of the Tarrytown’s Duck 
Derby and the Family YMCA’s Healthy 
Kids Day. Jam-packed with fun activities 
for youngsters and adults alike, the event 
takes place Saturday, April 26.

The Y’s entertainment, food, games and 
the rubber Duck Derby are expected to 
draw hundreds of families with their chil-
dren to Patriot’s Park for the 
event. It marks the seventh 
year that the YMCA and Ro-
tary Club have collaborated 
to offer the excitement of the 
Derby and the enjoyment of 
the Y’s wide range of activi-
ties. 

A new climbing wall, rides 
for young children, carnival 
games, tug of war, races, live 
animals, an introduction to 
circus arts, face painting, the 
Colgate Bright Smiles bus, 
live music and dancing that 
mark the Y’s activities begin 
at 11 a.m. Food will be avail-
able. Some of the events are 
also open to adult participa-
tion. While there are many 
free events scheduled, chil-
dren’s rides, the climbing wall 
and carnival games require 
the purchase of a $10 brace-
let that may be purchased at 
the Y beginning next month 
or on location, and which is good for the 
entire day. 

Representatives from various organiza-
tions will be available to parents for infor-
mation about health, dental care, insurance 
and safety 

One lucky person, having adopted the 
winning ducky in the final race of the Ro-
tary’s Duck Derby, will walk away with 
the first prize of $1,500. The second place 
ducky brings $250 to its adopter, and third 
place receives a $100 prize. Ducks partici-
pating in the final race will have been win-
ners in the five or six race heats that precede 
the Grand Finale race. Each heat winner 
will receive a gift certificate for breakfast for 
two at the Sheraton Hotel. 

As many as 2,000 adopted rubber duck-
ies could participate in the Derby’s pre-

final race heats down Andre Brook which 
are scheduled to begin at noon. And the 
duckies are already waiting to be adopted. 
Adoptions are available with an applica-
tion though the Rotary’s website, ( www.
tarryownrotary), which accepts credit cards 
or PayPal, or by calling Mimi Godwin at 
914-631-0675. 

Adopting a single duck costs $10, and 
a “Six-Quack” is $50. For an even better 
chance at winning, a “Tub-of Ducks,” 13 
in all, may be adopted for $100. Ducks will 
also be available for adoption at Patriot’s 

Park prior to each of the pre-
final winners’ heats. 

Two people-sized yellow 
duckies will be making the 
rounds in the villages long 
before the Derby, most cer-
tainly during the afternoon 
of Sunday, March 16 as they 
take part in the St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade. The costumed 
duckies are in reality, the Ro-
tary’s two organizers of the 
Derby, JoAnne Murray and 
Godwin. They are also sched-
uled to appear at a “Meet and 
Greet Birthday Party” celebra-
tion at Main Street Sweets in 
Tarrytown, Sunday, March 
30, posing for photos, and 
welcoming the public. The 
sweet’s shop is preparing a 
special “Ducky Ice Cream” 
which will be available this 
month and through April. 

The Rotary’s returning 
sponsors for the event are 

Tarrytown Honda, Tompkins Financial, 
Mahopac Bank, On Track Sports Center, 
The Hudson Independent, Allan Block In-
surance, Westchester Marriott and Capri 
Pizza and Pasta. Murray noted that the 
“The Tarrytown Fire Dept will be there to 
ensure swift races,” directing water into An-
dre Brook to speed the current. 

“This event would not be possible were it 
not for the support of the Tarrytown Fire 
Department, Recreation Department, De-
partment of Public Works and our spon-
sors,” Murray said. 

The Rotary’s revenue from the event goes 
to various grants it provides to the com-
munity. The Y’s income will help fund the 
scholarships it offers to children and adults 
who otherwise would not be able to partici-
pate in many of its activities and programs. 
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Rotary’s Duck Derby & 
YMCA’s Healthy Kids Day 
Join Again for April Event
by Robert Kimmel
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LEARN TO SWIM

Family YMCA at Tarrytown 
62 Main Street, Tarrytown
(914) 631-4807
www.ymcatarrytown.org

AT THE FAMILY YMCA
AT TARRYTOWN

Swimming Classes & Private Swim 
Instruction    Sharks Swim Team & 

Competitive Training    Lifeguard Training 
& Water Safety Instructor Certi�cation 
Classes    Recreational Swim for kids & 

families    Adult Aqua Fitness

Contact Senior Director,
Melissa Weaver

(914) 631-4807 x14 
melissaw@ymcatarrytown.org

Open Registration for all Classes at 
the Y on April 5, starting at 8 am

LEARN TO SWIM

Open Registration for all Classes at 
the Y on April 5, starting at 8 am

Register NOW for
ALL SUMMER CAMPS

Y ELC Summer Day Camp for Infants - 7 years

Y Specialty & Performing Arts Camps 
for ages 5 - 18

Dance ▪ Circus
Summer Shakespeare ▪ Theatre Arts ▪ Improv

Rockin’Hood ▪ Poetry & Story Slam
Fashion ▪ Chess ▪ Aviation ▪ Magic

www.ymcatarrytown.org
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TEXTILES • FURNISHINGS • VINTAGE FINDS • GIFTS

VISIT NINESTREETSNY.COM OR
361/2 MAIN STREET IN TARRYTOWN

by Elaine Marranzano

Dissatisfied with the farmer’s market 
in Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow, a local 
volunteer group has staged a coup d’état 
of sorts. 

Since 2006, the seasonal farmer’s mar-
ket in Patriot’s Park has been operated 
by Down to Earth Markets (DTE), a 
for-profit entity, through a contractual 
agreement with Tarrytown.  But recently 
a local nonprofit named Rivertowns Vil-
lage Green has garnered the support of 
the public and a contract from the village 
to take over management of the market.    

But DTE’s contract with the village, 
giving it exclusive rights to operate the 
farmer’s market, doesn’t expire until De-
cember 2015, something the  village ad-
ministration said it was unaware of.  

“The original contract with DTE 
from 2006 was for four years, but it 
auto-renewed every three years unless it 
was cancelled,” explained Mayor Drew 
Fixell. 

Rivertowns Village Green gathered 
600 signatures on a petition titled “Take 
Back Tarrytown’s Farmer’s Market,” urg-
ing DTE to release the village from its 
contract. Sleepy Hollow is not involved 
because Tarrytown controls permitting 
for Patriot’s Park activities even though 
the park spans both villages. 

Spokesperson Frankie Rowland said 
DTE is seeking a meeting with Tarry-
town to resolve the issue.  “We hope to 
come to a point where we can provide 
Tarrytown with the kind of market it 
wants,” said Rowland. 

With nine vendors, Tarrytown has one 
of the smaller markets in Westchester 

compared to a village like Larchmont 
whose DTE market has 23 vendors or 
Pleasantville, the county’s largest market, 
with 50 vendors. Pleasantville ended its 
relationship with DTE in 2012 by not 
renewing its contract and is now run lo-
cally by a volunteer organization.     

“I thought our market was kind of a 
sad sack,” said local resident Suzanne 
Sorrentino a founding member of Ri-
vertowns Village Green. “I longed for 
something better.”  

Sorrentino first volunteered to help 
DTE liven-up the market and increase 
foot traffic. Over the last three years she 
and others brought in music, children’s 
activities, story time, yoga and even a 
month of cooking demonstrations with 
local chefs. All they asked in return, ac-
cording to Sorrentino, was that DTE 
promote the events at the market.  

“For the chef ’s event all they did was 
run an ad in the newspaper which was 
smaller than a competing market and 
which didn’t even mention the chefs,” 
recalls Sorrentino. “They were taking 
our free labor without expanding the 
market.”

It is unclear how Tarrytown’s dual 
contract problem will be resolved. Ac-
cording to Fixell, mediation has been 
discussed. Neither contract costs the 
village anything. DTE is paid for its or-
ganizational services by its vendors and 
Rivertowns Village Green will operate 
under a similar business model.   

Sorrentino remains undaunted. “We 
have superstar volunteers with tons of 
connections. We can make our market 
bigger and better. We can do this,” she 
said. 

Battle Brews over Control 
of Farmer’s Market



Lifelong Tarrytown resident 
Frank Drahos brought cheer to 
the Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, 
which has been around since 
1849. Unfortunately, all good 
things must come to an end.

The cemetery’s beloved grave-
digger for 54 years, beating his 
father’s record, has now retired. 
The job ran in his family; besides 
his father, his grandfather was in 
the business as well. Drahos’s fa-
ther worked at the Sleepy Hollow 
Cemetery for 48 years; he and his 
son worked together when Dra-
hos quit school in 1959. Drahos 
enjoyed playing in the cemetery 
as a child. 

The Sleepy Hollow Cemetery 
is a resting place for many re-
nowned names, such as Andrew 
Carnegie, Walter P. Chrysler, 
William Rockefeller, Nelson A. 
Rockefeller, Elizabeth Arden, 
Samuel Gompers, Leona Helms-
ley, and Brooke Astor. But of course, the 
most prominent of the cemetery’s “inhabit-
ants” is author Washington Irving, whose 
classic story “The Legend of Sleepy Hol-
low” combines both the rich history and 
culture of the river town region.

However, Drahos was never really star-

struck or emotional about those he buried 
in the graveyard. “To a gravedigger, every-
one goes into the same hole in the ground,” 
Drahos said. Not only did he tend to the 

plots of the famous, he looked af-
ter the plots of former co-workers 
and relatives of current cemetery 
workers as well.

Drahos has witnessed the evo-
lution of grave digging technolo-
gy. When he first started, he used 
shovels, wheelbarrows, horses, 
hand drills, pickaxes, and dyna-
mite, sometimes taking a whole 
day to dig just one grave. Now 
the use of backhoes has helped 
cut the grave digging staff num-
ber down from 28 to 6. 

Not only is he known for his 
grave digging skills, he is also 
admired for dressing up the cem-
etery with his keen decorating tal-
ent, such as making wreaths for 
Christmas and planting flowers 
for Memorial Day.

Drahos’ former co-workers 
only had good things to say about 
him.

“He’s been with the cemetery 
for almost one third of its ex-
istence,” said Jim Logan, the 

cemetery’s superintendent, “He has such 
a knowledge of the grounds, and it’s like 
losing a library of knowledge. He has an 
encyclopedia knowledge of the cemetery.”

“He is a great man. He took pride in his 
work,” said Janet Jacobsen, the cemetery’s 
office administrator. “He loved what he did 

and was especially talented in pruning the 
tress and bushes. Very talented and crafty. 
If you needed to know anything about 
plants you would ask him. We enjoyed his 
stories and we liked seeing him every day. 
The biggest thing we’ll miss is his presence. 
His presence is unique. He’d do anything 
you asked him to, really. It was nice to 
work with him and to have known him all 
of those years.” Jacobsen also added that 
Drahos was quite the handyman around 
the office as well. 

Margaret Olsen, office worker, echoed Ja-
cobsen’s sentiments. “He’s a very kind, con-
scientious, generous, hard worker. I think 
very much of him. He would do anything 
for anybody and help anybody.” 

Drahos, 74, said he hopes to have at least 
five good years of life left, which he plans 
on spending with his girlfriend of 22 years 
plus fishing whenever he can.

When the time comes, he plans on join-
ing Irving, Carnegie, Rockefeller, and the 
like, in his already prepared plot at the 
Sleepy Hollow Cemetery — right next to 
his parents.

Beloved Sleepy Hollow Cemetery Worker Digs His Last Grave

“The biggest thing we’ll miss is his 
presence.”    

—Janet Jacobsen

by Stephanie Sears
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Frank Drahos recently retired after 54 
years at Sleepy Hollow Cemetery.



Incumbent Tarrytown trustees Tom 
Basher, Robert Hoyt and Mary McGee will 
be facing no opposition in the March 18 
election after a potential slate of candidates 
was disqualified by the Westchester Board 
of Elections.

Board of Elections Democratic Com-
missioner Reginald Lafayette said Frank 
Morabito, Margaret Murphy and Ronne 
Diaz, running as Tarrytown First, submit-
ted petitions with 125 signatures but 107 
were ruled invalid since no dates accompa-
nied the signatures as required by Election 
Law. In order to appear on the ballot, a 
minimum of 100 valid signatures are nec-
essary.

“There are rules you have to follow,” 
Basher said. “It was kind of a last minute 
slate.”

Basher and his running mates were en-
dorsed by Tarrytown United and the Dem-
ocratic Party. A 54-year village resident, 
Basher has been on the Board of Trustees 
for 22 years.

“I bring a lot of years of experience,” 
Basher said. “We basically are policy mak-

ers. I try to advise everyone to take a step 
back and look at things more thoroughly 
before making any rash decisions. We listen 
to each other’s ideas and thoughts. Nobody 
on the board has any individual agendas.”

During his next term, Basher said he is 
looking forward to seeing the completion 
of Pierson Riverfront Park with an outdoor 
swimming pool and recreation building, 
and preserving as much open space as pos-
sible on the south end of the village adja-
cent to the Hudson River, on the Monte-
fiore property.

McGee, a trustee for eight years and a 
47-year resident, is also excited about Tar-
rytown getting an outdoor pool that will be 
available to all residents.

“I think this will really be a good addition 
to Tarrytown. It will really be a community 
pool,” she said.

The former Board of Education member 
said she is proud of the improvements at 
Pierson Park, Neperhan Park and the Riv-
erWalk and is awaiting upgrades at Patriots 
Park. She said she would like the village 
to develop a plan to address infrastructure 
needs on an annual basis.

“I want to continue to see these things 

move forward,” McGee said. “I think we’re 
all very thoughtful people. We all do our 
homework. We don’t go in with individual 
agendas and we all work together.”

Hoyt, a 32-year volunteer firefighter with 
Consolidated Engine Co. #1 and a senior 
manager with Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, 
is a 51-year resident and has been a trustee 
for eight years.

He said during his time on the board the 

village has received more than $12 mil-
lion in grants for projects throughout the 
village. He said the board has been fiscally 
responsible without sacrificing services.

“We have been a part of making countless 
positive changes in our village,” Hoyt stated 
on his campaign website. “We will contin-
ue to work hard and listen to the commu-
nity as we strive to preserve Tarrytown as 
the ‘jewel’ of the Lower Hudson Valley.”

The slate endorsed by the Sleepy Hollow 
Democratic Committee will be running 
unopposed in the March 18 village elec-
tion.

Karin Wompa, a 19-year resident, will be 
starting her fourth two-year term. Wompa 
chairs the Sleepy Hollow Development 
Committee and reestablished the Environ-
mental Advisory Council.  She also serves 
on the GM Committee.

She explained the Development Com-
mittee was comprised of government and 
business professionals with the goal of cre-
ating and sustaining a vibrant downtown 
in the village.

“With the development of the GM site 

on the horizon, we want 
to ensure a strong pres-
ence in our downtown, 
with a natural connec-
tivity and complement 
to the new develop-
ment, the waterfront 
and the public transpor-
tation systems in place 
to attract new residents 
and businesses,” Wom-
pa said. “The committee 
has been very dynamic 
and we hope to secure 
long term enhancements 
in our downtown.”

Political newcomer Dorothy Handel-
man, a professional photographer who 

moved with her family 
to the village in 1995, 
also sees the develop-
ment of the GM site as 
being “pivotal” to the 
economic development 
of the community.

“I believe I possess the 
good judgment to be 
an advocate of our vil-
lage and make a positive 
contribution to the fu-
ture of our community, 
and it’s the right time to 

dedicate myself to the po-
sition,” she said.

Handelman said she has been involved 
with the Tarrytown Union Free School 

District for the last 16 years serving in 
many capacities, including president of the 
PTA at the high school. She also served on 
the board of the Sleepy Hollow Perform-
ing Arts Center and the local garden club 
at Sleepy Hollow Manor.

Meanwhile, earning a second term on 
the board will be Jennifer Lobato-Church. 
A lifelong village resident, she served on the 
village’s Zoning Board before joining the 
Board of Trustees in 2012. She was  unable 
to answer questions before deadline.

Trustee Susan MacFarlane, who founded 
the volunteer group, “Friends of Horan’s 
Landing and Sleepy Hollow Riverfront 
Park,” and was elected to the board two 
years ago, decided not to seek another 
term.

Incumbents Running Unopposed in Tarrytown Election

Sleepy Hollow Dems Slate Uncontested in Village Election
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Election 2014

“Four Generations of Fine Framing” 

8 Main Street, Tarrytown
(Across from the Music Hall)

Archival Framing  •  Mirrors  •  Shadow Boxes  •  Poster Framing
Art-Frame Restoration  •  Installation Service  

Corporate Accounts Welcome  ·  Discounts for Artists

Ted Howell, owner  •  914-332-5200
Monday thru Friday 10 - 6  •  Sat 10 - 5  •  Sunday Closed

NEW HOURS

Brian J. Green, D.V.M.
“F  ’      ”
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www.sleepyhollowanimalhospital.com

Brian J. Green, D.V.M.

914-631-0606
AAHA
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By appointment

Since 1980

We are pleased to introduce 
Puparazzi Pet Grooming by Jen Florio now at our facility!

914-631-0606

Tarrytown Trustees Robert Hoyt, Mary McGee and Deputee Mayor Tom Basher

Dorothy Handelman



not enough to handle a major snowstorm.”
Tarrytown budgeted $225,000 this year 

based on a 10-year analysis of past costs, 
but its overtime expenses are already 
$23,000 over projections. Two years ago, 
Blau said the village spent $6,100 in snow 
removal overtime. To date this year, the 
village has spent $73,000.

Like Sleepy Hollow, Tarrytown will be 
required to take some money out of its un-
designated fund balance, which currently 
has a balance of approximately $3.5 mil-
lion.

In Irvington, Village Administrator Lar-
ry Schopfner said the village has already 
spent more than twice the $125,000 it 
budgeted for the winter. He said the vil-

lage would likely be reimbursed about 
$20,000 from the state for paving Broad-
way, but the rest will have to be withdrawn 
from Irvington’s more than $2 million 
fund balance.

He said by far it has been the most ex-
pensive winter in Irvington over the last 10 
years. Last year, the village spent $142,000, 
and the year before $59,000.

“It’s not an exact science. You just never 
know,” he said.

Irvington has also experienced problems 
finding space for all the plowed snow. 
Schopfner said the village has been storing 
snow at Scenic Hudson Park.

“There’s a lot of snow down there,” he 
remarked. “It cuts out half the parking lot. 
It will be a while until it disappears.”
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Winter Storms
Continued from page 1 

Some of our local partners
On Track Sports Center  •  W@tercooler  •  Rey Insurance

“We’ve had great success with our EF Volunteers — We get more done in a day and 
they learn new skills while being immersed in the language they are studying.”

— Jenifer Ross, Owner, W@tercooler

To provide great opportunities for students with you company.
 Contact Lisa Wilkerson, Volunteer Coordinator
914-597-7119  /   lisa.wilkerson@ef.com

Looking for great international students 
to assist at your company?

Learn more at http://bit.ly/EFVolunteerProgram

Mayor Brian Smith are well aware of the problem and have made 
construction of affordable housing a top priority.  

“We want to provide support to an interested group of citizens 
to make affordable housing possible and are working on an ordi-
nance,” he said.

In contrast to losses of young adults in Irvington, more diverse 
and affordable Sleepy Hollow only lost 1.3% of its 25-34 year old 
population and 5.3% of its 35-44 year old population.   

Tarrytown fell in the middle, losing 14.5% of its 25-34 year 
olds and 25.7% of its 35-44 year olds.  

Where are they going?
While the CHI study did not determine where the 

young adults are going, a search of census tracts in the 
Metropolitan area revealed substantial increases since 
2000 of the white population of 25-34 year olds in ar-
eas of Brooklyn and upper Manhattan. For example, 
drawn by cultural attractions, walkability, rental apart-
ments and available nightlife, the population of 25-34 
years-olds registered a gain of 35% and the white popu-
lation more than 2,000 percent, in one census tract near 
Harlem Hospital.

Study Shows
Continued from page 1 

by Heidi Schwartz

Thirty million fewer words -- that’s what 
a child from a low-income family will hear 
by the time he or she is four, according to a 
landmark study of almost two decades ago. 
Kids’ Club of Tarrytown and Sleepy Hol-
low sought, last year, to find out what was 
available in our community to help new 
mothers from low-income families give 
their babies the right start. They found 
that while pre-K programs have expanded, 
there was little available for the birth to 
age three population.

So Smart Babies was born. Director Su-
san Gitlitz and teacher Rocio Castaneda of 
the Public Schools of the Tarrytowns’ Aso-

ciacion de Familias His-
panas led the charge to 
develop a new program, 
and Kids’ Club worked 
to facilitate and provide 
funding. It’s all about 
harnessing the power of 
parents’ language by en-
couraging new mothers 
to talk and read more 
with their babies.

Smart Babies debuted 
this past fall, thanks also to the generos-
ity of Sister Susan Gardella of the RSHM 
LIFE Center, who offered space in her new 
Valley St. location. Then the Junior League 
got on board to help fund some of the 

books that each mother 
will receive. And most 
recently, Rachel Echt, a 
seventh grader at Sleepy 
Hollow Middle School 
collected $500 in Barnes 
& Noble and Amazon 
gift cards for Smart 
Babies for her Mitzvah 
Project at Temple Beth 
Abraham. Rachel also 
collected 100 new and 

gently used books for very young children. 
It’s especially heart-warming, the organiz-
ers said, to see the next generation of phi-
lanthropists joining the caring community 
of Tarrytown and Sleepy Hollow.

The pioneering study disclosing the gap 
between the vocabularies heard by young 
children of lower income families and 
those heard by children of more advan-
taged families was published in 1995 in 
the book, “Meaningful Differences in the 
Everyday Experience of Young American 
Children,” by two psychology professors, 
Betty Hart and Todd Risley, both Ph.D’s.

For more information, about Smart Ba-
bies and to see how you can help, visit; 
https://www.facebook.com/kidsclubttsh, 
www.kidsclubtarrytown.org, or kids-
clubttsh@gmail.com

 Heidi Schwartz is a Board Member of the 
Kids’ Club

It really does take a village… To tackle a 30 million word gap

Got Allergies?

Treating hayfever, eczema, asthma, food allergies, sinus disease, 
drug allergies, at 2 Westchester locations:

914-631-3283 • drannemaitland.net/

Let the Allergy/Immunology Experts of 
Comprehensive Allergy & Asthma Care, 

listen, diagnose and design a plan to stop in�ammation from 
you getting restful sleep, being active and feeling well.

• Anne Maitland, M.D., Ph.D.,
    New York Times Super Doctor 2011-2014

• Joanne Moreau, M.D. • William Reed, R-PAC

 55 South Broadway in Tarrytown & 475 White Plains Road in Eastchester
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Early speculation that an extensive bus 
rapid transit system will be in place when 
the new bridge opens in 2018 proved cor-
rect, according to a prematurely-released 
Executive Summary by the Mass Transit 
Task Force. Missing from the recommen-
dations, however, are details about which 
agency or agencies will oversee the new 
system, and how it will be funded. (Ad-
ditional details that were to be released at 
the February 28 transit meeting will be in-
cluded online at www.thehudsonindepen-
dent.com.)

“It is important to note that many oth-
er transit options were considered by the 
Mass Transit Task Force, including com-
muter and light rail options,” per a dis-
claimer. These options are being consid-
ered for a three-tiered timeline: short-term 
(now through 2018), mid-term (15 years 
after the bridge is built), and long-term 
(2033 and beyond).

A new transit hub in White Plains is in 
store, thanks to White Plains Mid-Hudson 
Regional Economic Development Council 
(MHREDC)’s $1 million grant to study 
improvements and potential development 
around its train station. And while the new 
bridge’s $300 million worth of structural 
strength can support future rail, there’s no 
place to build it — now.

In addition to its Metro North con-
nections, the new system “fundamentally 
changes transportation options” within 
and between Westchester and Rockland, 
based on studies that find more people 
commute within the counties than travel 
to New York City.

“People are getting off the train in Tar-
rytown in scrubs,” Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority Director of Special 

Project Development and Planning, Wil-
liam Wheeler, said at the February 2013 
meeting. “So when you come up with a 
solution, it’s not just going to be for the 
morning and evening commute. It’s going 
to have to be for the middle of the day, the 
evening and in many different directions.”

Seven proposed routes (three between 
the counties, three within Westchester, 
and one connecting Westchester to the 
Bronx) will connect with White Plains, 
Westchester Medical Center, the Palisades 
Center, downtown Nyack, the Platinum 
Mile, Empire City Casino, the Shops at 
Nanuet, downtown Suffern, and West-
chester County Airport.  

Also incorporated is Tarrytown Mayor 
Drew Fixell’s suggestion to revisit the Tar-
rytown-to-White Plains segment of I-287 
to see what improvements can be made.

Mid-term plans include redeveloping 
White Plains Train Station and the im-
mediate area, reconstructing Exit 11, im-
proving West-of-Hudson rail, and an in-
line BRT at the Palisades Center.East-west 
trains are planned for the long-term, as is 
passenger service on the West Shore line.

Months earlier, a proposed joint-county 
bus route between Rockland and Yonkers 
would end prematurely at the Palisades 
Center, stranding those who need transit 
west to Spring Valley. 

Thumbs-downing the monorail idea 
while declining a Tarrytown connector/
ramp (estimated at $80 to $90 million) to 
Tarrytown Train Station left few options. 
By summer, the group was close to decid-
ing upon plans for rail, or recommending 
a system that doesn’t preclude rail in the 
future, but “focusing our energies on bus 
rapid transit,” state Department of Trans-
portation Commissioner Joan McDonald 
said.

Bus Rapid Transit System  
Favored in New Bridge Plans
by Janie Rosman

New NY Bridge Update
by Brian Conybeare

Now that winter’s icy grip is starting 
to loosen on the Hudson River, work is 
starting to ramp up once again on the 
New NY Bridge project to replace the 
Tappan Zee. 

For safety reasons, river-based con-
struction was temporarily suspended 
during parts of January and February 
due to ice buildup on the river and the 
string of strong winter storms that bur-
ied the region in snow. Fortunately, Tap-
pan Zee Constructors, LLC (TZC) has 
built into its schedule two months off 
for winter weather each year, and most 
land-based work continued despite the 
difficult conditions.

As spring approaches, more and more 
construction equipment and workers 
will be arriving to help move this histor-
ic project forward. The I Lift NY super 
crane arrived in New York Harbor on 
January 30, and will be brought up the 
Hudson River in the coming weeks.  

Its 6,000 mile journey from Califor-
nia to the New NY Bridge project site 
began in December and took the crane, 
formally called the “Left Coast Lifter,” 
through the Panama Canal and up the 

East Coast. It is now being reassembled 
and readied for its job hoisting huge pre-
fabricated elements of the new bridge 
into place, saving both time and money, 
and reducing the amount of dredging 
needed for the project. 

Updated information about the crane’s 
journey, including photos and video of 
its arrival in New York Harbor, is avail-
able at NewNYBridge.com.

While multiple construction elements 
are underway, TZC’s main focus is on 
installing the permanent pilings that 
will form the foundation of the new 
twin spans. Approximately 1,000 mas-
sive steel tubes of varying sizes are being 
sunken into the river bottom. They will 
then be cleaned out and filled with steel-
reinforced concrete. 

The New NY Bridge is designed to 
last 100 years before it needs any major 
structural repairs, and creating a strong 
foundation is the key to meeting that 
goal; meanwhile, residents are getting a 
valuable opportunity to witness a new 
bridge rising above the Hudson – a new 
bridge for a new generation.

Brian Conybeare is the Special Advisor for 
the Tappan Zee (New NY Bridge) Project

by Alexa BrandenbergInquiring Photographer

“Do you think the bridge should be named in anyone’s honor?”

Greg Goldberg
Tarrytown Lifer

“If they do, it should be for a 
group, like the Veterans. If an in-
dividual it should be for someone 
like Kathryn Davis who gave so 
much money to the Waterfront.”

Rachel Atlas, 9  
(with David Atlas, 9)
Sleepy Hollow

“Yes, but I’m not really sure who 
yet.”

Jefferson Lundeen- 
Goldschlag, 25
Tarrytown 

“Not particularly.  I like the old 
name and I can’t think of anyone 
offhand who deserves that honor.”

Morelli Anselmo, 73
Tarrytown

“Tarrytown Bridge.  It would be a 
much easier answer when giving 
directions.”

Ingrid Kindler
Tarrytown

“I’d say leave it as it is because 
it already is something else (Gov-
ernor Malcolm Wilson Tappan Zee 
Bridge) and no one calls it that.”



An eight day trip to Nicaragua next 
month for a group of students from Ir-
vington High School will be anything but 
a leisurely vacation. The 10 Irvington stu-
dents, along with three from Croton-Har-
mon High School and three adult chaper-
ons, will be hard at work building a house. 
They are going to the Central America 
nation April 12 under the auspices of a 
nonprofit organization called Bridges to 
Community.     

The organization lists its mission as hav-
ing two parts. The first is “to improve the 
lives of impoverished communities in de-
veloping countries through volunteer ser-
vice trips.” As it works to accomplish that, 
it also wants to “educate and transform 
those volunteers to be more aware of the 
connections we all share and the ways we 
can all impact our lives for the better,” as it 
states on its website. 

The program’s impact is evident in the 
reaction of students such as Abby Felix, an 
Irvington High senior who will be mak-
ing her second trip under the program to 
Nicaragua. “For me it was definitely life- 
changing, going down there,” she said of 
her first visit. “The people down there were 
so amazing. It taught me so much about 
living with so little. They were awesome 
people, and they were so happy when we 
were there.” 

For Irvington Middle School teacher 
Luann Ricciardi, the April trip will be her 
10th time chaperoning youngsters to Ni-
caragua. “It started seven years ago when 
my oldest daughter wanted to take a ser-
vice trip abroad,” she explained.” A series 
of events then led her to be among the 
chaperons along with Andy Starr, anoth-
er regular on “Bridges” journeys. Starr, a 
parent of one of the first Croton students 
on the trips, joins Ricciardi and Caroline 

Lehoczky, an Irvington 
Middle School teacher, 
to make up the trio su-
pervising the student 
group on next month’s 
visit. 

Ricciardi said she usu-
ally accompanies young-
sters on these missions 
twice a year, during both 
the winter and spring 
breaks, but it was decid-
ed to combine the two 
trips this year and take 
both Irvington and stu-
dents from Croton-Har-
mon where she and her 
children live. “Once you 
go there, you have to go 
back,” Ricciardi said.

  The group will be 
traveling to a small, 
rural community, Las 
Conchitas, in Masaya, 
Nicaragua. Many of the 
existing homes there are 
described by the local 
Bridges to Community group as having 
“scrap wood walls...with dirt floors, no 
door to lock and a tin roof that leaks. Their 
basic need of a safe shelter is not being 
met.”  The local student groups have built 
seven new homes in Nicaragua as well as 
working on a. medical clinic and school. 

Ricciardi described the homes being 
built as “about the size of a single car ga-
rage with two doors and two windows.” 
About 550 cinder blocks are used to con-
struct each home, and the roofs are made 
of steel. Members of the entire community 
join in, including the family that will live 
in the house, helping the kids, she said. 
“We will build side-by-side. Everybody 
wants that family to succeed, and that is 

what it is all about.”    
“The work was really challenging, and 

it was hot down there,” Abby Felix said. 
She spoke of the students as having to dig 
20 holes, four feet deep, pull rocks from 
the ground, mix and haul cement in wheel 
barrels, cut and tie wiring to rods, and 
make the foundation. “Everything was by 
hand,” she added. “I learned to do a lot 
of things.”  The student group lived in the 

town, and Felix said, “Two women vol-
unteered to cook for us every night. We 
immersed ourselves in their culture.” She 
noted she was “going back this year, with 
one of my best friends, Sara Scott.” The 
initial trip, Felix said, “changed our per-
spective about a lot things in the world.” 

The other Irvington High students tak-
ing the trip in April, include Jake Glantz, 
Peter Jones, Chris Curran, Meg Toussey-

Wyatt, Francesca Speiss, Grace Richter, 
Teah Wilson, and Matt Casadei. They will 
be joined by Erin Ricciardi, Dani Wein-
stein and Sophia Martin from Croton-
Harmon. 

Fund raising pays for most of the trip, 
according to Ricciardi. “Everytime we do 
our best to offset the cost of the trip,” she 
stated. She explained that there is a trip fee 
and any additional funds raised also may 
go toward paying for construction materi-
al. “We are not paying hotel fees,” Ricciardi 
emphasized. “We stay within the commu-
nity.” She noted that a local church, “had 
allowed us to use their space.”    

The Tarrytown-Croton group is cur-
rently trying to raise $35,000 to cover all 
expenses and some material costs. Raffles 
for a big screen TV, a chili cook-off, open 
mike and other activities are aimed at gar-
nering donations. Checks may be made 
out to “Bridges to Community,” and given 
or sent to members of the group. Funds 
may also be donated through a secure web 
page e set-up by the local group, http://
www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/irving-
ton-bridges-2/irvingtonbridgessfundrais-
ingpage-1
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Students Visit Nicaragua to Build Homes in Community 
by Robert Kimmel

The Bridges to Community Irvington contingent posed with locals on the group’s 2013 trip to Nicaragua.

“It taught me so much about living 
with so little.”    

—Abby Felix



EF International Academy, occupying 
the previous Marymount campus in Tar-
rytown since 2008, is close to purchasing 
and developing a former IBM facility in 
Thornwood for its private boarding high 
school.

“This new campus will be self-contained 
and doesn’t change EF’s operations or 
commitment to Tarrytown,” EF Interna-
tional Language Centers’ Philip R. John-
son told the Tarrytown Planning Board in 
December. The school is seeking necessary 
building permits to develop 97 acres of the 
265-acre parcel into 420,000 square feet of 
classrooms, dorms and recreational space. 

Last December, the Mount Pleasant 
Planning Board approved site plans; days 
earlier, its Board of Trustees said “yes” to 
zoning text changes and a permit allow-
ing the for-profit school to operate in the 
Office Business Education Conference 
(OBEC) zone.

Legionaries of Christ Inc., a religious 
nonprofit, bought the property, including 
a 410,000-square-foot conference center 
and office building, from IBM Corp. for 
$33.7 million in 1996 and put it on the 
market last year. Come September, EF will 
open its new campus with about 800 in-
ternational students and 100 employees.

“Our current zoning requires us to stick 
to the current footprint of the campus,” 
said Shawna Sullivan, EF International 
Academy spokeswoman. “Tarrytown and 

the entire Westchester County communi-
ty have been incredibly supportive of EF’s 
mission, and we look forward to keeping 
our presence in Tarrytown while exploring 
expansion options in Thornwood.”

EF’s Tarrytown campus will still house 
the international program; but, the school 
seeks site plan approval for improvements 
and upgrades, including a conversion of 
the Gaines Memorial Library into a 225-
bed dormitory. Ancillary upgrades are pe-
destrian sidewalks, crosswalks and safety 
lights along Marymount Avenue, and a 
modified taxi waiting area with parking 
available. The police department’s feed-
back was incorporated into revised plans 
for the taxi waiting area and parking regu-
lations, and will be submitted to the Board 
of Trustees for approval.

Each of the separate landscape-related 
projects received building permits, which 
Johnson said were included for reference 
only. “We have tried very hard to bring 
together all the feedback and input, and 
address all concerns, and have presented 
those in an overall site plan review,” he 
said.

Village officials received a letter from 
the fire department prior to the February 
meeting regarding site plan issues EF said 
it addressed — for example, ensuring fire 
trucks had proper access — and for which 
the department needed confirmation. Un-
specified concerns about the interior lay-
out were referred to the building depart-

ment. Fire department and village officials 
were to have met with EF and its fire advi-
sors to address the outstanding issues.

“We are still working with the fire de-
partment to incorporate its input into our 

fire safety plan,” Johnson acknowledged. 
Paying close attention to feedback from 
the board and village officials, EF hopes to 
receive final approval for its site plan this 
month.
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by Janie Rosman

Andrea Martone
Real Estate Salesperson

#1 Houlihan Lawrence Salesperson 
in Sleepy Hollow & Tarrytown

UNDERSTATED ELEGANCE

SLEEPY HOLLOW | WEB# HI892675 | $1,250,000

NEW LISTING. One of Sleepy Hollow’s finest homes is set on a half acre level corner lot, with 5000+ square feet. This Georgian
Colonial features many updates plus beautiful original moldings and details throughout. Highlights include 9 foot ceilings, oversized
rooms, three fireplaces, central air, spacious family room with door out to patio and yard. Close to parks, beach and boat club.

Mobile: 914.261.7458
AMartone@houlihanlawrence.com 
www.AndreaMartoneNY.com

Source: HGMLS, 1/1/2013 – 12/13/2013, single-family homes, Houlihan Lawrence #1 salesperson in Sleepy Hollow & Tarrytown.

EF Planning Upgrades in Tarrytown, Second Location

Special Olympics Spring Games returns to Sleepy Hollow High School on 
Saturday, May 17, from 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  Volunteers Needed.  To sign up 
visit tufsd.org.  Click on the link for Special Olympics Spring Games - 5/17/14.  
Follow the prompts.  If you can’t make it May 17, there are MANY opportunities 
for you to help -- making posters/decorations.  Holding a fundraiser.  Helping set 
up the day before. Volunteer Meeting, Tuesday, March 25.  For more information 
E-mail: shhsSpringGames@gmail.com or call 914-332-6201.



An 11-member committee has been 
formed in the Irvington Union Free 
School District to study potential up-
grades to playing fields, including artificial 
turf and lights.

The Fields Project Committee was es-
tablished from a pool of 23 interested 
residents to review field needs outlined by 
the Board of Education and put together 
a report about possible enhancements. 
Chosen for the group were Ann Acheson, 
Sean Brady, Michael Gyory, Michael Han-
na, Deb Hargraves, Michael Havraniak, 
Thomas Jackson, Andrew Kotchen, Linda 
Pierpont, Rick Rasulo and Esther Samra.

“The spirit of volunteerism is certainly 
alive and well in Irvington, and we greatly 

appreciate the overwhelming response for 
participation,” said Board of Education 
President Robert Grados, “As we expected, 
it was very difficult to select the committee 
members because the qualifications of the 
respondents were so impressive.”

Some of the issues the committee will 
tackle are whether East Field and Meszaros 
Field should switch from grass surfaces to 
artificial turf and have lights. It will also 
try to determine if Oley Track should be 
replaced. Financial considerations will also 
be weighed.

The committee is expected to meet with 
district staff, architects and engineers at 
least three times over a several-week period 
before finalizing its report for the Board of 
Education.
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our villages
our government
our schools
our sports
our events
our future

... Your news.

Time after time, surveys show that readers prefer their 
community newspapers for local news and advertising.

(914) 631-6311
www.thehudsonindependent.com

You won't �nd a better source
of local news coverage than 
The Hudson Independent, proud 
to be a part of our communities!

The Hudson Independent
Your trusted source for local news and events.

More than three months after the 
Manhattan-based development company 
Continuum asked the Irvington Planning 
Board to hold up on completing its Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) 
for a 70,000 sq. ft. assisted living complex 
at 30 South Broadway, village officials have 
heard nothing from them.

In mid-November, Continuum general 
counsel Michael Merola told Village At-
torney Marianne Stecich his firm was seek-

ing to partner with another company with 
more experience in operating such a proj-
ect, and that further refinement of their ap-
plication might get ahead of their negotia-
tions with such a partner. 

Through a spokesman, Eric Yaverbaum, 
Merola said in November that Continuum 
“expects those negotiations to be com-
plete shortly, and therefore, it expects to 
reengage the village in December or early  
January.”

Since then, silence.
With the project removed from the Plan-

ning Board’s agenda for more than three 
months, rumors—particularly among the 
project’s opponents—have been float-
ing that the deal was dead. Then late last 
month, prompted by inquiries from The 
Hudson Independent, Yaverbaum confirmed 
that “we continue our exploration of join-
ing with an experienced assisted living op-
erator,” adding later: “We’re not giving up!” 

Inasmuch as the scale of the facility had 
been whittled down from 120 units in the 
original proposal to 101 units to accommo-
date Planning Board members’ concerns 

about scale, some experts speculate that 
the facility’s business plan may no longer 
fall within Continuum’s projected “sweet 
spot” of economic viability, thus prompt-
ing them to seek out an operator with more 
experience in the field. 

It is also possible that perceived hostility 
to the project, not only among Irvington 
neighbors but also on the Planning Board 
itself, would give a potential partner pause 
before investing with Continuum. 

For its part, however, Continuum insists 
it is plowing ahead. 

Continuum Not Giving Up on Facility in Irvington

Committee Selected to 
Study Potential Field  
Upgrades in Irvington

by Barrett Seaman

by Rick Pezzullo

Hudson Valley 
Surgical Group

777 N. Broadway, Suite 204, Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591
914.631.3660  |  HudsonValleySurgeons.com

Hudson Valley Surgical Group are the experts in 
minimally invasive surgical techniques that offer 

quality-of-life approach to 
surgery. In  

surgeons take the 
 

.

©2014 Hudson Valley Surgical Group | All Rights Reserved.

Robert Raniolo, MD & Har Chi Lau, MD
Castle Connolly’s Top Doctor™ in America

“With over 4,000 minimally 
invasive hernia surgeries, 
Dr. Lau was my only choice.”

The New York Times says:
“A perfect ice cream moment.”

(at hudson harbor)

127 West Main Street * Tarrytown, NY * 914.502.0339
www.lighthouseicecreamkompany.com

Free parking near our fountain piazza.

30 handcrafted flavors.
Made by hand with fresh, local and natural ingredients.

Call your order in ahead of time!!

Fresh Bagels  •  Scones  •  Croissants

Modern Oat - gluten and GMO free Oatmeal

Hale n Hearty Soups every day!

A Vegetarian selection everyday!

*Farm fresh local yogurt

Hours: 
Mon thru Fri. 5:30 AM to 5:00 PM
Sat and Sun 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Serving 
early morning 
commuters



Within 10 minutes, Christina Kharem’s 
classroom became a gleeful energetic song-
fest as preschoolers, teacher assistant James 
Belvin, and visitors danced to The Addams 
Family theme song’s revised lyrics. 

“Days of the week, clap, clap, days of the 
week, clap, clap” is a favorite among the 4s 
class she leads at the Tarrytown YMCA’s 
Early Learning Center (YELC) at Tappan 
Hill. “I often make up poems, songs and 
finger plays to go with my lessons,” Kharem 
said afterward. “Play is the most important 
work of a child, and that is something I will 
always advocate for and encourage in my 
classroom!”

The little ones also like the circle song 
and weather songs she wrote to the tune 
“Kumbaya” with accompaniment from her 
husband Ahmed, a musician, and sung by 
their 11-year-old daughter Maya, a Y vol-
unteer.

“I learned so much about how to teach, 
interact and incorporate learning with 
fun,” Belvin said. “Sharing or writing your 
name or learning to read are accomplished 
in most pre-k classes, but with this amount 
of smiles love is special here, and it starts 
with our head teacher.”

Fun activities with education under-
tones prepare her students for kindergarten 
in the fall. The children sing an original 
weather song.  “Now we’re going to check 
the weather and report back,” Kharem an-
nounced, as two children each picked up a 
small pair of binoculars and walked to the 
window to observe. After announcing the 
weather to their class, they charted it on 
a graph and dressed the weather bear for 
the day. “While having fun we are learning 
math terms and also being scientists.”

“Christina’s a beloved teacher, and a re-
markable woman,” Vice President of  Mar-
keting and Community Development 
Barbara Turk said. “She’s dedicated to the 
community and to helping people.”  

Of Belvin, son of former John Paulding 
School principal Marilyn Mercado-Belvin, 
she noted, “Education’s in his blood.”

A private practice clinical social worker 

certified in early childhood education 
and working with students with dis-
abilities (birth to grade 2), Kharem is 
also certified in child abuse identifica-
tion and reporting, first aid and CPR. 
Her extensive background includes 
internships at the Y and within the 
school district, and two years as a 3s 
substitute teacher at Temple Beth 
Abraham Nursery School. Since 2007, 
she’s been a substitute teacher, leave re-
placement teacher, and home school-
ing teacher in the school district. 

 YELC moved to Tappan Hill 
School with days to spare before the 
2012-2013 school year began. 

“We were so excited to move,” 
Childcare Director Nicole Bernar-
done said. Classrooms for toddlers, 
2s and 3s, and 4s were formerly at 
the Y’s Main Street location, and the 
offsite infant center was at the Neigh-
borhood House. “While it was great being 
a part of the Y community, we were really 
tight for space, and when this space became 
available, we said ‘Yes, we’re doing this!’” 

Within 48 hours, Bernardone and several 
teachers relocated and were ready for the 
following Monday. “Basically, we had one 
weekend to move in and get ready,” she 
said, thankful for the wonderful staff who 
helped orchestrate the move.  

Daniela Eaton’s 4-1/2-year-old son Alex 
has been in Kharem’s class since age 2. “She 
amazing and gets the kids to talk about 
their feelings, and at first I didn’t under-
stand. Then Alex started saying, ‘It makes 
me angry,’ or ‘I don’t like this.’”

Programs are open to anyone regard-
less of their ability to pay; scholarships are 
available through its Annual Strong Kids 
Campaign and fall Masquerade Ball. 

YELC’s three-year lease means Kharem 
— originally hired as a 3s teacher, and 
moved to 4s because of her special edu-
cation background — can teach in more 
spacious surroundings. “Especially reward-
ing is that I’m working with the same kids 
this year as last year,” she said. “It’s really 
sweet that the Y is letting me teach the way 
I teach, and the icing on the cake is to have 

the same students again this year.”
Along one wall of her classroom are neat-

ly-boxed books, coded by seasons, activity, 
and learning level, and blocks for playtime, 
arranged against the wall. “I spend a lot of 
time to make my classroom centers inter-
active and fun learning environments, and 
take into account the academic, emotional, 
physical, psychological, cultural and social 
whole of every child,” Kharem said.

Pleasantly surprised that her son learned 
all 26 letters of the alphabet, including she 
sound each letter makes and a word asso-
ciated with each letter, Eaton remembered 
learning these at age 6. “Christina does it 

with all her heart, and loves her class 
like a second family.”

One Friday per month, her class 
stars in the “Pre-K’s Got Talent” 
show: each child introduces him or 
herself, and performs individually or 
in a group. “This gives them confi-
dence, and helps them showcase a 
song, poem or dance (from pop rock 
to ‘Twinkle Twinkle Little Star’),” she 
explained. “They also make up origi-
nal songs and dances, and it’s a lot of 
fun!”

“Ronen loves going to preschool 
every day, and a big part of the rea-
son is getting to see Ms. Christina,” 
Rebecca Indibi said about her son, 
Kharem’s student for the past two 
years. “Christina worked effectively 
with Ronen to help him cope with his 
feelings during a difficult family time, 
and also provided support to me as a 

parent.”
Indibi feels good about sending her son 

to preschool every day “because I know 
he’s happy there, and I know his primary 
teacher (Kharem), is kind, nurturing, and 
supportive.”

 “There is something special about see-
ing a kid light up, watching kids learn and 
make connections,” Belvin said. “I’m lucky 
enough to be in a class where that happens 
every hour of every day.”

An emotional moment came when Kha-
rem learned Bernardone and Childcare 
Administrator Susan Barak nominated 
her for the Child Care Council of West-
chester, Inc.’s 2014 JOEY Award recogniz-
ing exceptional individuals caring for and 
teaching kids in early care and education 
programs. Awards will be presented June 6.
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WESTCHESTER FURNITURE & BEDDING
www.westchesterfurniture.com

Ossining Tarrytown Elmsford
26 So. Highland Ave.

Ossining

(914) 366-0759

54 Beekman Ave.
Sleepy Hollow

(914) 366-0759

19 E. Main Street
Elmsford

(914) 347-1860

WF

Our Neighbors

Sit... Stay...We’ll come!

Exceptional Care in the Comfort of Home.
Serving Westchester and Putnam.

VISITING VETERINARY PRACTICE
OF WESTCHESTER

Julie Slavin, DVM   914.539.6540   visitingvetpractice.com

YMCA Preschool Teacher Makes Learning Fun
by Janie Rosman

Teacher, Christina Kharen, captivates 
her 4 year-old students at the Y’s Early 
Learning Center.
Photo by Janie Rosman
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Viewfinder

Amanda Devons, nutritionist at Mrs. 
Green’s, instructs local children how 
to make gluten free brownies.

1: Restaurateurs and chefs gathered at 
the RiverMarket Restaurant, and in “The 
Lodge at Hudson Harbor,” in Tarrytown 
last month to officially launch Hudson 
Valley Restaurant Week, which takes 
place from March 10-March 23, with 
special prices at select restaurants; 

2: Irvington High senior Benjamin 
Ovetsky signed a Letter of Intent on  
Feb. 6 to play Division I Soccer with  
Binghamton University.

3:  Laura Murray, Leslie Ishoo, Theresa 
McCarthy, JoAnne Murray and John  
Sardy at Sleepy Hollow/Tarrytown  
Chamber of Commerce Winter Network-
ing event at Hudson Harbor;

4: Ice sculpture on Grove Street
1

2

4

5

3
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Eight Years of Responsible and Conservative Budgets

Bond Rating Upgrade From A1 to Aa2

Most Vibrant Village Downtown in Westchester

New Village Hall/Police Station/2 Firehouses

RiverWalk Park/Andre Brook Restoration/Pierson Park 
Rebuild

Active Citizens’ Committees

Senior Center Addition

Strengthened Environmental Protections

Almost $13 Million in Grant Funding

Two New Parks: Neperan and Gracemere

Ethics Reform

Protection of Village in TZB and GM Projects

VOTE LINE A OR B ON MARCH 18TH

by Jenifer Ross

RETIRED

Jackie Golabek, owner of Whimsies In-
cognito on North Broadway, officially re-
tired on February 23 after 25 years of run-
ning one of the most renowned and loved 
gift stores in the Rivertowns. “25 years 
ago I came to this village and fulfilled a 
dream of mine. I had always wanted to 
have a store, and so Whimsies Incognito 
came to be,” Golabek said in a recent blog. 
“It’s been a beautiful trip—full of a film-
strip of memories. Whimsies is closing its 
doors after 25 years of business! Thank 
you for being part of the adventure. Now 
it is time for me to go after another ‘brass 
ring’ and see where the next passion leads 
me.” Thank you for so many years of re-
tail devotion to this town. Our commu-
nity will miss your shop immensely, and 
cherish our Whimsies purchases and gifts 
for a very long time to come.

HONORED

Rivertown Artists Workshop (RAW) 
is launching The Sleepy Hollow Art and 
Performance Awards at its March 1 ben-
efit at The Lodge at Hudson Harbor. The 
awards were created to recognize artists, 
entrepreneurs and business leaders who 
championed the creation and presenta-
tion of new work and who spearheaded 
community arts-based alliances dur-
ing the past year. This year’s recipients 
are Jenifer Ross, Founder/Director of  
W@tercooler, a cooperative workspace 
in Tarrytown; Margaret Liston, Artistic 
Director of Hudson River Rising and 
choreographer for One Billion Rising/ 
Tarrytown; and Hilary Sweeney, Found-
er/Co-Director of Westchester Circus 
Arts. Awards will be hand-made works of 
art by Vera Zamdmer and Stewart Lee and 
presented by special guests. To purchase 
tickets to RAW’s benefit performance 
visit www.rivertownartistsworkshop.org

PUBLISHED

Congrats to Tarrytown painter, and 
now author, Ronnie Levine, who recently 
published an art mystery novel called The 
Ice Cream Shop Detective, about an artist, 
Lissa Franklin, who agrees to help a char-
ismatic cop tell masterpieces from fakes. 
Franklin, responding to a vague plea for 
help from a fellow artist, walks into his 
studio on Kaldenberg Place and finds him 

dead. Is the murder related to the forger-
ies? Set in Tarrytown, the title refers to 
Bellini’s, an ice cream shop modeled after 
Main Street Sweets. Nick Bellini, while 
fictional, was inspired by Gene Buonan-
no, and the conversations she and he had 
about art while painting his family’s ice 
cream shop and the mural that spans the 
entire west wall. Available on Amazon.

Inspired by the arts, Civil Law in Amer-
ica: A Minimalist Law Book by Irvington 
attorney Larry Berglas, offers a big view 
packed into a One-Cup-of-Coffee read. 
The book is a creative, concise and simple 
expression of the law packed into a brief 
60 pages. Berglas’s book is a fresh voice 
on the law for artists, students, teachers 
and anyone seeking a simple approach to 
legal issues. Larry A. Berglas is a writer, 
teacher, musician and practicing attorney 
with more than twenty years of multi-
disciplinary experience in the law. He 
teaches Arts and Entertainment Law and 
Finance for the Arts at Purchase College. 
Available on Amazon and at B&N.

EXPANDED

Career Connections Associates, with 
offices located at W@tercooler in Tarry-
town, recently expanded its operations 
to include Light Industrial Staffing. This 
new department is to be co-managed by 
Karen Vasconi, Derrick Jones and Jim 
Downing. In conjunction with highly 
qualified accounting, finance, HR, sales, 
IT and legal candidates, Career Connec-
tions will now be able to offer cost effec-
tive, fully bonded and insured support 
staff in warehousing, logistics and general 
maintenance. In an effort to give back, the 
firm is also now working in tandem with 
regional VA career services centers and 
homeless shelters (same local region) to 
help Veterans, chronically unemployed, 
and homeless people get back to work.

Jenifer Ross owns W@tercooler, a shared 
workspace located in Tarrytown, NY  
www.watercoolerhub.com 

Watercooler

Around the Watercooler

“Happenings”
Check our Complete

directory for March at www.thehudsonindependent.org
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Now Is The Time 
For A Healthier 

New Year! 

Marta Hernandez, MD
(914) 372-7800
Physician Supervised Weight Loss

Appetite suppressing drugs not needed
Avoid hunger • Lose fat & preserve muscle

Our program of diet & nutrition, 
stress management,and lifestyle counseling 
& coaching is your formula for success.

245 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591
www.newdaymedicalweightloss.com

Arts & Entertainment

Y Dance Academy Festival 2014 Will Highlight Student 
Achievements from Studio to Stage

The annual Y Dance Academy 
Festival 2014 will be held at the 
Masters School in Dobbs Ferry from 
March 21-23, under the overall di-
rection of Jane Alexandre, former 
co-director of the Y Dance Program. 
This student presentation has been 
conceived to celebrate the dancers’ 
achievements and to highlight their 
evolution from studio practice to 
stage performance. The entire pro-
gram is choreographed by profes-
sional choreographers, working with 
professional colleagues in lighting, 
sound, and stage management. 

“Dance is a performing art, and 
we have an obligation as artists to 
engage our audience as fully as pos-
sible,” Alexandre said.

Dancers from ages five to adult perform 
in ballet, pointe, modern dance, jazz dance, 
tap, hip hop, and theatre dance.  “There is 
no overall storyline, although there may be 
a narrative for a particular piece,” explained 
Alexandre. “Each dance piece on the pro-
gram is newly choreographed by the faculty 
specially for his/her students. The evening’s 
program, itself, is offered as a cohesive whole 
to show the developing strengths of the 
dancers within the range of contemporary 
dance performance.” 

This is the first year of the Y Dance Acad-
emy, the new name having been chosen to 
emphasize its graduated, progressive dance 
education program at the conservatory level. 
This will be its first presentation under the 

new name and new manage-
ment, with artistic direction 
by Alexandre and Gemma 
Striker, program manager.  

Alexandre has been work-
ing in the New York dance 
world for more than 30 years 
as a performer, choreogra-
pher, teacher, director, ad-
ministrator producer, and writer.  In 1987 
she founded the Tappan Zee Dance Group, 
which she directed until 2006. She created 
the Y Dance Program with Julie Johnson in 
2006, serving as co-director until 2012. She 
is also artistic director of Evolve Dance, Inc

Striker has a diverse background as a danc-
er, yoga instructor, and competitive gymnast. 

She has worked in various ca-
pacities with local and national 
non-profit and social justice 
organizations. Her academic 
focus on society-identity and 
community, combined with 
her passion for dance and in-
terest in mind-body health, 
interacts with Y Dance Acad-

emy’s commitment to making dance educa-
tion all-encompassing and accessible to ev-
eryone.

The Y Dance Academy’s mission appears 
on every press release, activities schedule, in 
fact every piece of paper that leaves its office: 
“Excellence in dance education. Accessible 
to all.” Over and over, Alexandre vows never 

to tell anyone that they can’t 
dance or begin to enjoy the 
culture of dance.

Physical training and es-
thetic training make up the 
core of the Y Dance curricu-
lum. Each of the teaching 
faculty must have a perform-
ing history as well as teach-
ing credentials. “They may 
be the best dancers in the 
world, but if they can’t con-
vey their creative thoughts 
and movements to the stu-
dents, any student, they are 
of little use to me,” Alexan-
dre said.

Faculty mentoring starts at age eight, 
which usually means one or two classes a 
week. By grade 12, classes may climb to five 
or six days per week. The Y Dance Academy 
believes that all of its students must know ev-
ery genre of dance, ballet, modern and jazz in 
order to move on to a top conservatory.

Alexandre is passionate about what she rec-
ognizes as the Y Dance Academy’s mission, 
so whether there is a problem with language, 
culture, finance, or even transportation, tu-
ition is charged on a sliding scale according 
to need. In some cases scholarships are avail-
able. And, Alexandre never loses sight of her 
goal: 

“When these students go for an audi-
tion….we want them to be ready!” she ex-
claimed.  

by Morey Storck Bottom Left: Dance director,  
Jane Alexandre

Take your pick: Book fair, author readings and discussions, 
Hebrew school in action, Israeli film, Friday night dinner, 

yoga, meditation, and so much more!



Travelers on Route 9A , often wonder-
ing what the large steep-roofed structure is 
in Hawthorne, east of the roadway, would 
be surprised to know that HIDA Japanese 
Restaurant (formerly Gasho), was shipped, 
piece by piece from Japan in 1975. A 
400-year-old farmhouse, it was dismantled 
and brought to the states, then re-erected 
by Japanese artisans; but HIDA almost suc-
cumbed to the wrecking ball. Were it not 
for the efforts of Michun Yokobori and her 
husband, Yuji, this classic example of Japa-
nese gassho-style architecture, along with 
its carefully designed Japanese gardens, fish 
pond, arched bridge and pagoda, would 
no longer exist. Instead of a representation 
of Hida village’s famed steep-roofed build-
ings, a World Heritage Site in Japan in fact, 
we would see a hotel and parking lot.

When Michun and Yuji, a former French 
chef in Japan and hibachi chef at Gasho 
beginning in 1975, were biking along the 
North County Trailway, they noticed a “For 
Sale” sign in front of Yuji’s former work 
site. Having opened their own Japanese 
restaurants, Abis, in Greenwich, Mama-
roneck and Thornwood, and then retired, 
they couldn’t bear to see this unique gas-
sho structure destroyed, so they bought it. 
They renovated the 6,000-square-foot inte-
rior, revitalized the Japanese gardens, and 
brought in Buddhas of all sizes, exquisite 
masks and figurines, even a massive Xian 
China warrior to give each interior room 
character. Screens, pastoral Japanese prints, 
polished wood beams and glistening wood 
chairs and tables demonstrate Michun and 
Yuji’s love of their new restaurant, which 
they opened in August of 2013.

“We want people to appreciate this 
building.” said Michun while urging me to 
look up into the attic story to see the exqui-
sitely strapped beams. “We couldn’t think 
that it would have been destroyed.” The 
Yokoburis kept one room for hibachi-style 
dining, and renovated the others – one 

into a dining room 
for a sushi bar and 
traditional dining 
area, another into 
a classy full-service 
bar serving spe-
cialty cocktails and 
a large variety of 
sakes, with a view 
to the Japanese gar-
den, fish pond and 
sculpted trees. 

Yuji’s 40-year ex-
perience as a chef 
is in clear evidence 
at HIDA. His tem-
pura is light, crunchy (due to the panko-
based crust), and perfectly cooked. Sushi 
and sashimi are fresh, and rice is always 
plump, with the right texture of chewi-
ness – a perfect foil for any of the vast sushi 
choices available.

But the menu is far more ambitious than 
the comprehensive list of sushi and sashimi 
choices. There are many unique creations: 
soups, salads, and wraps made with Hida’s 
own house-made pancakes (the duck wrap 
is Yuji’s signature presentation). Chinese-
style dishes are also available, and, soon 
Korean options will be on the menu. Every 
Thursday Korean chefs have come to train 
HIDA’s already skilled staff in time to offer 
Korean specialties beginning in March. 

Diners who remember Gasho’s famous 
hibachi-style tables in the high-ceilinged 
main room won’t be disappointed. Hibachi 
items are still very much on the menu, and 
a favorite of families and groups of friends 
who enjoy sitting around the hot-plate ta-
ble and sharing steak, salmon, vegetables, 
shrimp, and scallops, cooked to order, with 
knife skills, food flipping and controlled 
fire tricks providing a feast for the eye as 
well. 

Enter HIDA, and you are entering an-
other world — one filled with happy Bud-
dhas, unique lighting highlighting the 
Gasho house mark, handed down from 

generation to generation. (Yuji’s family 
symbol is the slanted red square subdivided 
into quarters and featured on the menu). 

So, if you can’t travel to the mountain 
regions where gassho buildings have been 
grouped together in Hida, take the time 
to visit HIDA in Westchester, wonder at 
its construction, thank Michun and Yuji 
for preserving a classic structure, one built 
to withstand massive snowfall in Japan’s 
mountain regions – and a style that must 
have come in handy this past winter! And, 
by all means, enjoy HIDA’s definitive pre-
sentations of Japanese cuisine in all its glo-
ry.  If you are looking for a restaurant space 
to entertain a large group, celebrate a fam-
ily event, dine in celebratory banquet style, 
then HIDA will not only take good care 
of you, Michun and Yuji will make certain 
to provide you with a memorable culinary 
event for any occasion.
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Food for Thought

Voice Lessons
◆  Learn from a conservatory-trained soprano
◆  All ages/levels accepted, all styles of music
◆  Prepare for auditions/performances/NYSSMA
◆  Or just have fun and hit those high notes 
    in the shower!

Voice Lessons

Nancy Rathbun Voice Studio
(914) 332-0203  ◆  NNRathbun@aol.com

Irvington/Sleepy Hollow/Thornwood

If You Go

6 Saw Mill Road 
(on 9A just north of 100C/East
Clearview/Old Saw Mill River Rd.)
Hawthorne, NY 10532
914-592-590 | www.hidany.com

Hours:  Sun-Th 11am-10pm  
Fri & Sat: 11am-11pm
Happy Hour Specials:
M-Thurs 3-6pm 
Delivery and catering available

HIDA Japanese Restaurant 
in Hawthorne
by Linda Viertel

Top: Entrance into Hida with highlighted 
circular Gasho house mark featured. 
Bottom left: Xian warrior statue in the 
sushi bar room.
Inset: HIDA Exterior



Coaches, fans, and especially the parents 
of the Sleepy Hollow girls’ basketball team 
will tell you just how special it was, and the 
record speaks for itself.  

In one of the most dominating runs that 
Sleepy Hollow High School has seen from 
any team over three years, the Lady Horse-
men Basketball team had a culminating re-
cord of 50-10. And over the past two years 
they were 34-5. 

The team ended this past regular season 
play with a 46-34 win against Eastchester 
at home on February 7. Senior Grace Carr 
led the way with 15 points, junior Alex 
Davis Sumter nailed 13 points and Jessica 
Tucci hustled for five steals.

For their first playoff game on February 
17, the sixth seeded Horsemen faced the 
11th-seeded Hendrick Hudson Sailors at 
home. Postponed twice due to snow, this 
game was well worth the wait. Carr and 
Jenny Bucci each contributed 17 points, 
while Davis Sumter netted eight. With a 

final score of 55-46, the team earned a trip 
to the quarterfinals.

In that round, Sleepy Hollow was 
matched up against third seeded Rye on 
February 19.  The Horsemen fought hard 
and were only trailing by six points at half-
time. However, despite a hard fight, the 
team fell to the Garnets by a final score of 
62-37.

 “The Rye game was difficult, but they 
are a really good team,” said Coach Nick 
Romeo. “They were the higher seed and 
earned home court advantage. That might 
have made a difference, but they played 
tough that night.”

The end of the season may be the end 
of several highly successful runs for Sleepy 
Hollow. With the close of the season, the 
team says goodbye to five talented seniors. 
Romeo explained,“Tucci and Bucci were 
awesome three point threats for us and 

both finished with over 100 three point-
ers made for their careers.” He credited 
Carr with being consistent all year long 
and added, “Leeper and Volpe also did an 
awesome job and continued to prove what 
assets they were to our team throughout 

our three year run.”
The loss of this much talent will mean 

that Romeo will have to groom new start-
ers next year and will surely rely on current  
junior Alex Davis Sumpter and sophomore 
Vanessa Onwe to lead on the court.

The stellar seasons of the Irvington girls 
and boys basketball teams both ended with 
stunning defeats in the Class B semifinals 
at the County Center.

The four-time defending state champion 
Lady Bulldogs, coming off 
clinching their sixth straight 
league title, rolled over Hast-
ings in the first round of the 
tourney, 59-28, but lost in 
overtime to fourth-seeded 
Dobbs Ferry, 55-52.

Irvington, which split two 
games with the Lady Eagles in 
the regular season, led by 13 
at halftime but succumbed to 
a zone defense in the second 
half, which also contributed 
to a poor shooting effort.

“The last game was a game 
of streaks. You have to put the ball in the 
basket,” Coach Gina Maher said. “We ran 
out of time and they didn’t. We were all 
devastated.”

Despite losing four starters from last 

year’s squad, Irvington went 16-2 in the 
regular season. “I’m really proud of my 
girls. I think people didn’t expect us to be 
as good as we were,” Maher said. “I love 
this team. They’re a really good group of 
young women.”

During the season, Maher, coaching in 
her 38th season, picked up 
her 600th win, an accom-
plishment she was quick to 
downplay.

“I never scored a point. I 
never grabbed a rebound. 
It’s not about me at all,” she 
said. “600 wins is about Ir-
vington.”

Meanwhile, the boys’ 
squad, which posted a 17-1 
regular season record, made 
it to the County Center for 
the first time in four years 

and was the top seed. Irving-
ton showed why in the first game by besting 
Briarcliff 58-34. However, the semifinals 
were a different story as upstart Putnam 
Valley, making its first trip to White Plains, 
rolled over the Bulldogs, 69-45.
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Sports

Top Prize:  $1500 Cash

 Rotary’s
 Rubber
 Ducky
 Derby Day
With YMCA Healthy Kids Day

Saturday, April 26th  •  11am - 3pm
Patriot’s Park, Tarrytown  First Race at 11:45!

Go to our website to adopt a rubber duck
www.tarrytownrotary.org 

or contact Mimi Godwin at (914) 631-0675.

$10 for One (1) Duck • $50 for a Six-Quack $100 for a Tub-O-Ducks (13)
All pro�ts go directly back to the Community in the form of grants and scholarships.

*Prizes for 1st place winner of each heat provided by Tarrytown Sheraton Hotel
 

Generous support provided by: 
Tarrytown Parks and Recreation Department  •  Tarrytown Fire Department

Gold Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Top Prize:  $1500 Cash

Food  •  Music  •  Games

www.tarrytownrotary.org

$10 for One (1) Duck • $50 for a Six-Quack $100 for a Tub-O-Ducks (13)

2nd Prize: $250   3rd Prize: $100

Sleepy Hollow Half Marathon
Presented by Rivertown Runners

Saturday, March 22nd @ 9:30am
Register online at Active.com

Race bene�ts local charities
through the RTR Outreach Fund

• USATF certified course
• Electronic timing
• Finisher medal, goodie bag, tech-shirt
• Water and Gatorade fluid stations
• Cash awards to top 3 overall male and female 

finishers
• Awards and prizes to top category finishers

Sponsored by

www.rivertownrunners.org

Three-Year Run Impressive for Sleepy Hollow Girls

Irvington Girls and Boys Bounced 
from Basketball Playoffs
by Rick Pezzullo

Left to right: Rebecca Leeper, Grace Carr, 
Jessica Tucci, Jamie Volpe and Jenny 
Bucci

Coach Gina Maher

GET NOTICED
Advertise in The Hudson Independent

(914) 631-6311

by Katy Kachnowski



Pennybridge is the small hamlet that lies 
between Tarrytown and Irvington. Fol-
lowing the Civil War, near the corner of 
Sheldon Avenue and Meadow Street in 
Pennybridge, the residents built a wood-
en schoolhouse named the Irving Public 
School. A pot-bellied stove heated the 
small building and the interior boasted 
benches carved with letters in the flowing 
Spencerian cursive that teachers used to 
call penmanship.

In a 1955 newspaper article on the origi-
nal school, Hannah Elizabeth Embree was 
remembered as having been one of the in-
stitutions finest teachers and Principal H. 
C. Steinmetz was noted for his Ichabod 
Crane style of discipline with a birch rod. 
Principal Steinmetz, it seems, also wrestled 
any school bullies and always, in recollec-
tion, at any rate, emerged victorious. 

Many noteworthy citizens of the Tar-
rytowns studied at the old Irving School. 
Among them were Wallace Odell, founder 
of the Tarrytown Daily News, which was 
published from 1912 to 1931; Johnny 
Tidaback, who served with distinction in 
the Spanish-American War in Cuba; and 
many members of the Gross family, in-
cluding John Gross, who owned the Old 

Country Store in Pennybridge that was 
torn down to make way for the Tappan 
Zee Bridge. Gross also served the commu-
nity as fire chief, (earlier title for Mayor of 
Tarrytown) trustee and President of Tar-
rytown for many years, and was, in his 
later years, President of the Sleepy Hollow 
Cemetery Association.

In 1905, the old wooden structure was 
replaced by a new, larger building con-
structed of brick in what is known as the 
Palladian style of architecture. This style 
had been developed in Europe in the 
17th and 18th century influenced by the 
symmetries of classical Greek and Roman 
temples.With its high windows, Doric col-
umns and open center staircase, this new 
school was designed to accommodate Pen-
nybridge’s growing population and make 
a statement about the area’s commitment 
to education. For the next fifty years this 
incarnation, now called the Pennybridge 
School, served the community.

In the 1950s things changed when the 
Irvington School District built a large 
elementary school in Dow’s Lane. The 
student population of the Pennybridge 
School was transferred to Dow’s Lane and 
the Sheldon Avenue building and grounds 
were sold to the Village of Tarrytown for 
the sum of $35,000. The village refur-

bished the building intending it to pos-
sibly house the Police Department and 
other municipal offices, but it became, 
instead, the temporary home of the Tar-
rytown Recreation Department and Sum-
mer Day Camp.

Here the story rests until 1983, when 
the Day Care Center of the Tarrytowns, 
founded in 1968, faced cuts in scholar-
ships and wanted to consolidate its fa-
cilities in one permanent location. To that 
point, the center had moved no fewer than 
ten times, having been located in, among 
other places, the Salvation Army building, 
at Marymount College, and at the Pierson 
School (now the Landmark Condomini-
um) on the corner of Hamilton and North 
Broadway. In 1983, the center was divid-
ed between space at the Winfield Morse 
School in Sleepy Hollow, where the 3 to 
5 year olds attended, and the Tarrytown 
YMCA, which provided infant day care.

The name of the person who had the eu-
reka moment connecting the center to the 
old school in Pennybridge seems to have 
been lost to time, but Elizabeth “Libby” 
Mascia, founder of the center, Director 
Maureen Barbelet, Joan Rose, president of 
the center’s board of directors, and board 
member Joan Jacobson, took the idea and 
ran with it. The center orchestrated a 30-

year lease with the village, paying a small 
sum per year in rent. As part of the deal, 
the center also assumed some $17,000 per 
year in upkeep costs from the village, an 
amount that has doubled since that date.

Prior to opening, a great deal of renova-
tion in the old school remained to be done 
to make it suitable as a day care center. 
Architect Don Reiman of Briarcliff Manor 
was hired to take on the transformation. 
Through generous local donations and 
some federal funding obtained by Tar-
rytown trustee Angela Lichtenberger and 
Westchester County Legislator William 
Crosbie through the Emergency Jobs Bill, 
over $300,000 was raised to pay for the 
renovations. In fact, most of the labor was 
done for free by inmates from the Sing 
Sing Correctional Facility in Ossining.

One of the first child care facilities in 
Westchester to earn national accreditation 
(in 1991) the center, renamed The Eliza-
beth Mascia Child Care Center, continues 
to serve our community in the old Penny-
bridge School, which was made a Village 
landmark in 1985. The sounds of children, 
echoing back to the Civil War, fill its halls.

James D. Balestrieri is a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the Historical Society, 
Inc., serving Sleepy Hollow and Tarrytown. 

The School and the Child Center: A Pennybridge Story

Lack of Grass Growing Taking a Toll on New Soccer Field

by James D. Balestrieri
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Landmark Series

What should have been the fourth an-
niversary of Tarrytown’s new soccer field 
is instead, and again, another wolf cry for 
developer Toll Brothers.

Something mysterious is preventing 
grass from growing there, while landscapes 
flourish around already-built Toll Brothers 
homes nearby. The soil isn’t hexed, since 
four samples analyzed by The LandTek 
Group, Inc., a company specializing in 
sports facility design and construction, 
came back acceptable.

“As you know, we’ve been very coopera-
tive in giving site plan approvals for the 
houses you’ve already constructed,” Plan-
ning Board Chairman Stanley Friedlander 
told Toll Brothers attorney Jennifer Gray 
last November. “Outstanding items that 
I’m concerned about are the fence and 
the delineation of markings for the public 
park, and the soccer field.”

The Planning Board was also looking at 
potential fences for recommendation to the 
village trustees. But, Friedlander wanted to 
know why the developer wasn’t anxious 
to get closure on the field, citing four lost 
seasons. “It was a lot of work, and a lot of 
money, to create that park and field, and 
not to have either of those things is really 
unconscionable at this point,” he admon-
ished.

The developer was to have addressed the 
drainage issue and leveled the field on its 
own dime by December 2011, at which 

time Tarrytown would own the soccer field.
Fingers wagged at Toll’s substandard 

work (“Village Planners Annoyed With 
Wilson Park Soccer Field Delay,” August 
2012), when Robert J. DeGiorgio, P.E. of 
Dvirka and Bartilucci Consulting Engi-
neers presented storm water management 
plans that included water quality control, 
an under drain system (slot drainage and 
perforated drains), and contaminant-free 
topsoil.

At the time, discussion focused on 
whether the Toll’s responsibility ends after 
the soccer field is seeded or after grass be-
gins to grow. “Establishment of turf takes 
six months at least,” Gray said. “The village 
is to maintain the field, and Toll is respon-
sible for drainage and infrastructure.” 

With silt seeded via machine and fertil-
ized last fall per village agreement — a pro-
cess to be repeated this spring — the field 
“should produce growth by summer,” Gray 
assured. “My understanding was, grass was 
growing, and weeds were a problem.”

“I would welcome the weeds to make it 
look more full,” Village Engineer/Building 
Inspector Michael McGarvey said about 
the sparse, sandy mess. “If we can’t get grass 
to grow, we may have to look at sodding 
the field.” Friedlander asked why an identi-
cal field in the same latitude and longitude 
as the soccer field in Rockland flourishes, 
when this does not.

Gray cited a letter dated November 12, 
2012, stating, “A substantial amount of 
the infrastructure has been completed.” 

The board also gave substantial approv-
als, member Rod Tedesco replied. “It may 
have been substantial last year, yet since last 
year, you’ve done nothing for the village,” 
McGarvey reminded her at the November 
2013 meeting,. “Nothing has been done.”

Friedlander met with the developer and 
village staff on December 11 to discuss out-
standing field issues. 

Toll kept its field care agreement twice in 
the fall, Gray told the board, “And we are 
committed to the plan to do that again in 
early spring 2014. There’s also a possibil-
ity LandTek may recommend additional 
items.” If the field isn’t viable by summer of 
2015, Toll will seed it again.

“There was never any mention of clear-
ing up the exterior — pipes, swale around 
the field, debris, brush and downed trees 
— and drainage, and these things have to 
be enumerated and done now,” Friedlander 
pointed out. Gray’s comeback about pre-
viously agreed-to drainage work included 
swales around the field’s perimeter, and 
Astroturf installation, which McGarvey 
confirmed.

A December 31 progress meeting to 
review outstanding field drainage issues 
— similar to a September 2013 meeting 
among village officials, DeGiorgio, Toll 
Land Management Director Casey Devlin, 
Wilson Park principal James Fitzpatrick, 
and Kevin Malone from LandTek — in-
cludes the following, per the village’s notes:

• The west side embankment by the soc-
cer field — about 330 feet from top to bot-

tom — will be regraded and fitted with 6 
inches of topsoil, replanted and seeded and 
protected from erosion. 

• The water quality swales as shown on 
the approved plan will be constructed as 
shown with a 4-inch perforated HDPE 
(high-density polyethylene) sloped drain at 
the center surface of the swale.

• Make revisions to the spring water de-
livery system as shown on an earlier plan 
and per comments from Dvirka and Bar-
tilucci.

• Revise the west side impoundment 
area (18-inch outlet) per Kellard Plan, to 
include the entire elevation in 292 EL area 
per comments by Dvirka and Bartilucci.

• Install fencing and netting around the 
field per plans.

• Clean and grade west side of Lot 3; re-
contour, smooth, and plant wild seed mix.

• Install rip rap iron at old rail road trestle 
outlet, about 14 feet wide by 20 feet long, 
minimum 1-1/2-inch stones, clean.

• Address any erosion issues along newly-
constructed lots (retaining walls) or any 
other erosion issues relating to SWPPP re-
quirements.

• Maintain and construct adequate ac-
cess to all stormwater practices for future 
maintenance.

More recently, circular marks, possibly 
from tires, mysteriously appeared on the 
field. While tire marks wouldn’t hurt the 
field, McGarvey said, “Depending upon 
how deep the ruts are, it could hurt the 
grass.”

by Janie Rosman



Wednesday 5

Ashes To Go: From 6:30 to 8:30 a.m. Rev. Susan 
Copley of Christ Episcopal Church will apply 
ashes for busy commuters at the Tarrytown Train 
Station. Call 631-2074.

The BridGe: Brian Conybeare discusses the 
schedule for the Tappan Zee replacement at 9:45 
a.m. at the Men’s Club meeting at JCC on the 
Hudson in Tarrytown. Call 478-3585 or visit 
www.jcconthehudson.org

oscAr NomiNATed movies: “Nebraska” will be 
shown at 2 p.m. at the Warner Library in Tarry-
town. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.
org.

Jewish Food For ThouGhT: At 7:30 p.m. explore 
every day spiritual themes through a Jewish lens 
at Temple Beth Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-
1770 or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org.

Thursday 6

moderN dAy slAvery ANd humAN TrAFFickiNG: 
Panel discussion at 7 p.m. at the Warner Library 
in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org.

solAr ciTies BioGAs iNNovATors ProJecT: Talk 
by Prof. Thomas Culhane at 7 p.m. at Curious-
on-Hudson, 145 Palisade St., Dobbs Ferry.  Visit 
www.curiousonhudson.com. 

Friday 7

Bodies iN The liBrAry Book GrouP: At noon 
experience sleuthing around the world at the 
Ossining Public Library. This month’s book is 
“Belshazzar’s Daughter” by Barbara Nadd. Call 
941-2416 or visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

cloThiNG closeT & BouTique: From 5 to 7 
p.m. donated clothing and accessories will be sold 
at Christ Episcopal Church Hall in Tarrytown. 
Call 631-2074 or visit www.ChristChurchTNY.
org  

FAmily movie NiGhT: “Monsters University” will 
be shown at 5:30 p.m. at the Irvington Public 
Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonli-
brary.org.

“Fiddler oN The rooF ”: This Irvington High 
School spring musical will be performed at 7:30 
p.m. Call 589-2786 or 591-6646. Also March 8, 
14 & 15 at 7:30 p.m., March 9 at 2 p.m.

“cirque ZivA”: Danny Chang and his Golden 
Dragon Acrobats perform at 8 p.m. at the Tar-
rytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit 
www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 8

sNowdroPs iN The GArdeN: At 10 a.m. talk and 
slide show entitled “Galanthophilia, a Good Kind 
of Love” by Ernie Cavallo at Lyndhurst Carriage 
House, Tarrytown, sponsored by the Rock Gar-
den Society of Hudson Valley.  Call 738-1156

summer cAmP oPeN house: 12 to 3 p.m. at 
the Y Early Learning Center at Tappan Hill, 50 
Ichabod Lane, Tarrytown. Call 418-5562 or visit 
www.ymcatarrytown.org. 

coNcerT: Fiddle player Eugene Bender performs 
at 2 p.m. at the Ossining Public Library. Call 
941-2416 or visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

FAshioN desiGN ANd illusTrATioN: Workshop for 
ages 11 and up at 1 p.m. at the Warner Library in 
Tarrytown.  To register visit Reference or call 631-
7734. Workshop continues March 15 & 22.

movie mAveNs: At 7 p.m. “The Impossible Spy” 
will be screened and discussed at Temple Beth 
Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or visit 
www.tba-ny.org/study/adults

“iN The heiGhTs”: Performed by the Clocktower 
Players Adult Troupe at 7:30 p.m. at the Irvington 
Town Hall Theater. Call 591-6602 or visit www.
IrvingtonTheater.com. Also March 9 & 16 at 2 
p.m., March 14 & 15 at 7:30 p.m.

Sunday 9

wiNTer FArm mArkeT: From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
in the Hay Barn at Stone Barns Center for Food 
and Agriculture in Pocantico Hills. Call 366-6200 
or visit www.stonebarnscenter.org.

mAPle suGAriNG PArTy: From 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Greenburgh Nature Center in Scarsdale. 
Call 723-3470 or visit www.greenburghnature-
center.org.

PoeTry reAdiNGs: At 1:30 p.m. prominent local 
poets read from their work, facilitated by Dr. 
George Kraus, at JCC on the Hudson in Tar-
rytown. Call 366-7898 or visit www.jcconthehu-
dson.org.

coNcerT: Johnny and Edgar Winter perform at 7 
p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-
0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Monday 10

womeN iN JAZZ: Presentation by jazz musician 
Marshall Tilden at 10:30 a.m. at JCC on the 
Hudson in Tarrytown.  Call 366-7898 or visit 
www.jcconthehudson.org.

roTAry wiNe & JAZZ eveNiNG: 6:30 to 9 p.m. 
featuring Mark Morganelli and the Jazz Forum 
All Stars at Abigail Kirsch at Tappan Hill in Tar-
rytown. Call 591-8110 or visit www.tarrytown-
rotary.org. 

Tuesday 11

crAFTs wiTh keviN:  At 3:45 p.m. children 4-8 
make rubber band guitars at the Irvington Public 
Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonli-
brary.org.

Wednesday 12

oscAr NomiNATed movies: “Philomena” will be 
shown at 2 p.m. at the Warner Library in Tarry-
town. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.

org.

crAFTerNooNs: At 4 p.m. children 
8-12 make patchwork origami boxes 
at the Irvington Public Library. Call 
591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonli-
brary.org.

“PhANTom TollBooTh”: Y Theatre 
performs at 7 p.m. at Washington 
Irving School in Tarrytown. Call 418-
5562 or visit www.ymcatarrytown.
org.  Also March 14 at 7 p.m.

“Blue Gold”: At 7:30 p.m. see this 
film about tensions over scarcity of 
fresh water at the Greenburgh Nature 
Center in Scarsdale. Program co-
sponsored by the Sierra Club Lower 
Hudson Group. Call 723-3470 or 
visit www.newyork.sierraclub.org/
LHG.

“BesT oF ” Film series: “The Past” will be shown 
at 8 p.m. at Irvington Town Hall Theatre. Call 
591-6602 or visit www.irvingtontheater.com.

“Fully AwAke: Black Mountain College”: At 8 
p.m. Richard Connolly shows this documentary 
and provides a window into American culture 
at the Nyack Center, Broadway at Depew. Call 
(845) 353-2568 or visit www.rivertownfilm.org.

Thursday 13

Music: At 4 p.m. Ron Bucalo presents the Di-
djeridu, an ancient instrument of the aboriginal 
people of Australia, at the Warner Library in 
Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warner-
library.org.

“Good lessoNs From BAd womeN”: Dorothy 
Leeds performs at 7 p.m. at the Ossining Public 
Library. Call 941-2416 or visit www.ossininglib-
rary.org.

liNked-iN: At 7 p.m. Cheryl Williams provides 
advanced tips and techniques at the Warner Li-
brary in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org.

Book discussioN: At 7 p.m. the Warner Library 
Book Group discusses “The Burgess Boys” by 
Elizabeth Strout.  Call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org.

Friday 14

Book cluB: At 10 a.m. “Free Spirit” by Joshua 
Safran will be discussed at Temple Beth Abraham 
in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or visit www.tba-ny.
org/study/adults

oPeN mic @The PurPle crAyoN: Sign-up 
at 7:30 p.m., music at 8 p.m. at 52 Main St. 
Hastings-on-Hudson. Call 231-9077 or visit 
www.purplecrayoncenter.org.

coNcerT: Guitarist Richard Thompson performs 
at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-
840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 15

PANcAke BruNch: At 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 11 
a.m. and 12:15 p.m. at Teatown Lake Reserva-
tion in Ossining. Call 762-2912, ext. 110 or visit 
www.teatown.org.

TeeN kNiTTiNG workshoP: Boys and girls ages 

11 and up learn the basics at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Warner Library in Tarrytown.  To register visit 
Reference or call 631-7734. Workshop continues 
March 22 & April 5.

“The wATer eNGiNe”: At 2 p.m. M&M Produc-
tions Acting Company performs this David 
Mamet play in radio show format at the Irvington 
Public Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.

coNcerT: Fiddle player Brendan Dolan performs 
with the O’Rourke Irish Dancers at 3 p.m. at the 
Ossining Public Library. Call 941-2416 or visit 
www.ossininglibrary.org.

ANNuAl Purim service ANd shPiel: At 7 p.m. at 
Temple Beth Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-
1770 or visit www.tba-ny.org/study/adults

coNcerT: Spring Doo Wop at 8 p.m. at the Tar-
rytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or visit 
www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

“Pros(e) oF Pie”: At 8 p.m. join a monthly 
storytelling forum and bring a pie to share at 
W@tercooler, 21 N. Broadway, Tarrytown. This 
month’s theme is “Schemes & Betrayal”. Call 
332-1400 or visit www.prosofpie.com.

Sunday 16

St. Patrick’s Day Parade: Starts at 1:30 p.m. at 
Main St., proceeds north on Rte. 9 to Beekman 
Ave. in Sleepy Hollow and down to Kendall Ave. 
Call 693-0192 or 631-4306.

coNcerT: The Jefferson Starship band performs 
at 7 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-
840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Monday 17

The world wAs our sTAGe: Spanning the Globe 
with ABC Sports: Presentation by Doug Wilson 
at 10:30 a.m. at JCC on the Hudson in Tarry-
town.  Call 366-7898 or visit www.jcconthehud-
son.org.

“ishow you how”: At 6:30 p.m. an Apple 
technician shows seniors how to use the latest 
electronic gadgets at the Warner Library in Tarry-
town. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.
org.

Tuesday 18

GrAviTy: At 3:45 p.m. ages 4-8 experiment with 
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What’s Happening

SENIORS 

AArP TAxPAyer AssisTANce: Avail-
able every Tuesday from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. until April 15 at the Warner 
Library in Tarrytown.  Sign up at 
the Reference Desk or call 631-
7734.

seNior BeNeFiTs iNFormATioN 
ceNTer: Wednesdays from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. a representative from the 
Medicare Rights Center is on hand 
at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. 
Sign up at the Reference Desk or 
call 631-7734. To ask questions 
outside regular counseling hours call 
269-7765. 

seNior vAN: Beginning at 9 a.m. 
Monday through Friday, a van 
is available for seniors who need 
transportation. Call the Tarrytown 

Village Hall at 631-7873 or the 
Sleepy Hollow Recreation Dept. at 
366-5109. 

hoT luNch: Available Monday to 
Friday 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
for $2.50 donation at Knights of 
Columbus Hall in Tarrytown. Call 
631-2717.

THE NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

43 Wildey St., Tarrytown, 631-0205

memoir wriTiNG: 1 p.m. March 11 
and 25.

yoGA oN The chAir: 11:15 a.m. 
Wednesdays.

ArT workshoP: 1 p.m. Wednes-
days. 

TAi chi: 11 a.m. Thursdays.

seNior cANTeeN: informal social 
group, 1 p.m. Thursdays.

yoGA oN The chAir: 11:15 a.m. 
Fridays.

movies: 1 p.m. Fridays. 

BridGe ANd cArd cluB: 1 p.m. 
Fridays.

TARRYTOWN SENIOR CENTER

Pierson Park, 631-2304. Annual 
donation is $15.

meeTiNGs: 1 p.m. March 4 and 18, 
followed by games.

exercise: 10 a.m. Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays.

luNcheoN: noon at Baptist Church, 
March 24.

Nickel BiNGo: 12:30 p.m. Mondays.

swimmiNG: 11 a.m. Tuesdays at 
Kendal-on-Hudson.

GAmes: 1 p.m. Tuesdays and Thurs-
days.

iN-house sT. PATrick’s dAy PArTy: 
Noon March 12.

yoGA: 10 a.m. Thursdays.

Book cluB: 1 p.m. March 28.

oTher clAsses: Check bulletin 
board.

Pool TABles: Available any time.

JAMES F. GALGANO SENIOR 
CENTER

55 Elm St., Sleepy Hollow, 631-
0390. Annual donation is $10, due 
before March 1.

meeTiNGs: 1 p.m. March 3 and 17, 

followed by bingo.

yoGA: 8:30 a.m. Mondays.

swimmiNG: 10 a.m. Tuesdays at 
Kendal-on-Hudson.

exercise clAss: 11:30 a.m. Tues-
days.

Nickel BiNGo: 1 p.m. Tuesdays.

In-House St. Patrick’s Day Party: 1 
p.m. March 12.

movies: TBAa

cerAmics: TBA

exercise clAss: 10:15 a.m. Fridays.

kNiTTiNG: 1 p.m. Fridays.

Open weekdays for socializing, card 
playing, etc.: 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.



the force that keeps our feet on the floor at the 
Irvington Public Library. Call 591-7840 or visit 
www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

Wednesday 19

decoNsTrucTiNG The BeATles: At 9:45 a.m. 
Scott Frieman gives a multimedia presentation at 
the Men’s Club meeting at JCC on the Hudson 
in Tarrytown.  Call 478-3585 or visit www.jc-
conthehudson.org

oscAr NomiNATed movies: “Gravity” will be 
shown at 2 p.m. at the Warner Library in Tarry-
town. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.
org.

locAl AuThor visiT: At 7 p.m. Charlie Devent 
discusses her book “The Snow Queen’s Daughter 
– My Life with Asperger’s, A tale from the Lost 
Generation” at the Ossining Public Library. Call 
941-2416 or visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

“heAr my soNG”: $5 film will be shown at 7 
p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-
0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

syNAGoGue wiNdows, A PersoNAl selecTioN: 
Slide lecture at 7:30 p.m. by Saara Gallin at 
Temple Beth Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-
1770 or visit www.tba-ny.org/study/adults

Thursday 20

AuThor visiT: At 7 p.m. Debbie Stier introduces 
her book “The Perfect Score Project: Uncovering 
the Secrets of the SAT” at the Irvington Public 
Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.irvingtonli-
brary.org.

colleGe PreP: What Counts in the Admission 
Process: For students and parents at 7 p.m. at the 
Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or 
visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

ThursdAy eveNiNG Book cluB: Meeting at 7:30 
p.m. to discuss “Hateship, Friendship, Court-
ship, Loveship, Marriage” by Alice Munro at the 
Irvington Public Library. Call 591-7840 or visit 
www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

Friday 21

droP & shoP: From 5 to 7 p.m. at Parents Place, 
2 Central Ave., Tarrytown. Call 469-3811 or visit 
www.theguidancecenter.org.

3rd FridAy AT The y eArly leArNiNG ceNTer: 
From 6:45 to 9 p.m. watch circus and theatre 
performances, sample food from local vendors at 
50 Ichabod Lane, Tarrytown. Call 419-6804 or 
visit www.ymcatarrytown.org.

“comPANy”: Presented by the Broadway Training 
Center Senior Ensemble at 7 p.m. at the Irving-
ton Town Hall Theater. Call 591-6602 or visit 
www.IrvingtonTheater.com. Also March 22 at 7 
p.m. & March 23 at 3 p.m.

y dANce FesTivAl: At 7 p.m. students of the Fam-
ily YMCA at Tarrytown dance program perform 
at the Masters School in Dobbs Ferry. Call 631-
4807 or visit www.evolvedance.org. Also March 
22 at 7 p.m. & March 23 at 1 p.m.

coNcerT: Los Lonely Boys perform at 8 p.m. at 
the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or 
visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Saturday 22

PuPPeT show: At 2 p.m. performance of “The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar” & other Eric Carle 
favorites at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-
840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

comedy NiGhT: Rob Bartlett performs at 8 p.m. 
at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 
or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Sunday 23

Blood drive: From 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Temple 
Beth Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 for 
appointment.

ForAGed: A Wild Edibles Walk and Taste: At 1 
p.m. for ages 8 and up at Stone Barns Center for 
Food and Agriculture in Pocantico Hills. Call 
366-6200 or visit www.stonebarnscenter.org.

Monday 24

A hisTory oF imPressioNism: Presentation by 
art historian Beth S. Gersh-Nesic at 10:30 a.m. 
at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown.  Call 366-
7898 or visit www.jcconthehudson.org.

crAFTs: At 7 p.m. make beaded earrings with 
Joan Lloyd at the Warner Library in Tarrytown. 
Call 631-7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Tuesday 25

GAme NiGhT: At 5 p.m. ages 8 and up solve 
puzzles and riddles for prizes at the Irvington 
Public Library. Call 591-7840 or visit www.
irvingtonlibrary.org.

Wednesday 26

FooTBAll: At 9:45 a.m. learn the proper tech-
niques for watching football games at the Men’s 
Club meeting at JCC on the Hudson in Tar-
rytown.  Call 478-3585 or visit www.jcconthehu-
dson.org

locAl AuThor eveNT: At 7 p.m. Jean Zimmer-
man discusses her latest novel “Savage Girl” at the 
Ossining Public Library. Call 941-2416 or visit 
www.ossininglibrary.org.

“iN A world”: At 8 p.m. this romantic farce 
will be shown at the Nyack Center, Broadway 
at Depew. Call (845) 353-2568 or visit www.
rivertownfilm.org.

comedy NiGhT: Wanda Sykes performs at 8 p.m. 
at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 
or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Thursday 27

PiZZA & movie: 5 p.m. at Parents Place, 2 Cen-
tral Ave., Tarrytown. Call 631-2513 or visit www.
theguidancecenter.org.

“hiGhlANds oF The hudsoN”: At 7 p.m. Stephen 
P. Rice examines how the Highlands were depict-
ed in verbal and visual art in the 19th century at 
the Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 
or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Friday 28

“BesT oF ” Film series: “The Great Beauty” will be 
shown at 8 p.m. at Irvington Town Hall Theatre. 
Call 591-6602 or visit www.irvingtontheater.com.

Saturday 29

BruNelleschi ANd The dome oF FloreNce: Pow-
erpoint lecture by Toni McKeen at 2 p.m. at the 
Irvington Public Library. Call 591-7840 or visit 
www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

chAmBer music coNcerT: At 2:30 p.m. the 
Senasqua Winds perform at the Warner Library in 
Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or visit www.warner-
library.org.

coNcerT: At 8 p.m. Richard Shindell performs at 
Irvington Town Hall Theatre. Call 591-6602 or 
visit www.irvingtontheater.com.

coNcerT: Iris Dement & Susan Werner perform 
at 8 p.m. at the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-
840-0457 or visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Sunday 30

NATure’s ArchiTecTs: At 10 a.m. create nests 
from natural and manmade materials and com-
pare with birds’ nests at Teatown Lake Reserva-
tion in Ossining. Call 762-2912, ext. 110 or visit 
www.teatown.org.

BAckyArd: Composting Basics: Workshop at 1 
p.m. at Stone Barns Center for Food and Agri-
culture in Pocantico Hills. Call 366-6200 or visit 
www.stonebarnscenter.org.

sAT mATh PreP workshoP: At 1:30 p.m. at the 
Warner Library in Tarrytown.  To register visit 
Reference or call 631-7734. Workshop continues 
April 6 & 13.

AmericAN Jewish comPosers: At 2 p.m. join 
Mark Morganelli and The Jazz Forum All Stars 
for a concert at the Carriage House at Lyndhurst 
in Tarrytown, part of the Jewish Cultural Festival 
of the Rivertowns. Call 366-7898 or visit www.
jcconthehudson.org.

eveNsoNG: A brief candelight service of prayers 
and hymns at 7 p.m., followed by light refresh-
ments, at Christ Episcopal Church in Tarrytown. 
Call 631-2074.

coNcerT: Punch Brothers perform at 7 p.m. at 
the Tarrytown Music Hall. Call 877-840-0457 or 
visit www.tarrytownmusichall.org.

Monday 31

lyNdhursT ANd The Jewish Gold coAsT oN The 

hudsoN river: Presentation by Lyndhurst Execu-
tive Director Howard Zaris at 10:30 a.m. at JCC 
on the Hudson in Tarrytown.  Call 366-7898 or 
visit www.jcconthehudson.org.

Tuesday April 1

coNcerT: The Tzedek Youth Choir performs at 
7 p.m. at Temple Beth Abraham in Tarrytown 
as part of the Jewish Cultural Festival of the 
Rivertowns. Call 631-1770 or visit www.tba-ny.
org/study/adults.

Ongoing

oPerA workshoP: Susan Grunthal explores great 
opera composers and artists from 3 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. on six Thursdays starting March 6 at the 
Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or 
visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

Jewish Film FesTivAl: Mar. 19 – Apr. 10 at Jacob 
Burns Film Center in Pleasantville. Call 747-5555 
or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

“rAGTime”: Through May 4 at the Westchester 
Broadway Theatre in Elmsford. Dinner at 6:15 
p.m. & show at 8 p.m. Call 592-2222 or visit 
www.broadwaytheatre.com.

exhiBiT: “Northern Seas”, landscapes by 3 Danish 
artists, at the Irvington Public Library. Reception 
March 8 from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Call 591-7840 or 
visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org.

PhoToGrAPhy exhiBiT: “Power and Calm Images 
of Movement and Stillness from the Hudson 
River and Beyond” by Alexa Brandenburg at the 
Warner Library in Tarrytown. Call 631-7734 or 
visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

exhiBiT: Paintings by local artist Cesar Winston 
Vera at the Ossining Public Library. Reception 
March 9 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Call 941-2416 or 
visit www.ossininglibrary.org.

PhoToGrAPhy exhiBiT: Through April 30 “Plastic 
Bags”, a collaborative project by high school stu-
dents to photograph as many plastic bags on the 
loose in their environment as they can in 2 hours, 
at the Greenburgh Nature Center in Scarsdale. 
Call 723-3470 or visit www.greenburghnature-
center.org. 

BuddhisT mediTATioN: Westchester Buddhist 
Center meets every Sunday at 10 a.m. at Eileen 
Fisher headquarters in Irvington. All are welcome. 
Visit www.westchesterbuddhistcenter.org.

yiddish: Read, learn and sing on Tuesdays at 
12:30p.m.at JCC on the Hudson in Tarrytown.  
Call 366-7898 or visit www.jcconthehudson.org.

JAZZ wedNesdAys @The Prime: Mark Morganelli, 
Vic Juris & Nilson Matta play jazz and Brazil-
ian jazz from 7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. at 19 Main 
St., Hastings-on-Hudson. Call 478-1147 or visit 
www.jazzforumarts.org. 

used Books: Friends of the Irvington Library is 
partnering with Curious-on-Hudson Bookshop, 
145 Palisade St., Dobbs Ferry to offer used books 
year round. Proceeds go directly to the Library. 
Call 412-8393 or e-mail friends.irvingtonlibrary@
gmail.com. 

homeBouNd services @ your liBrAry: If you 
are unable to leave your home due to illness or 
disability, a Warner Library staff member or 
volunteer will bring library materials to you. Call 
the Reference Desk at 631-7734.

mAh JoNGG: Play Mondays at 1 p.m. at Temple 
Beth Abraham in Tarrytown. Call 631-1770 or 
e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org to ensure there are 
enough players for a game.

TorAh sTudy: Rabbi Holtz leads a class every 
Wed. at 10 a.m. at Temple Beth Abraham in 
Tarrytown. No previous knowledge required. Call 
631-1770 or e-mail adulted@tba-ny.org.

FridAy NiGhT JAZZ JAm: Featuring Jay Azzolina 
and Friends from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. at the 
Hastings Station Café in Hastings on Hudson. 
Call 693-3175.

ossiNiNG dowN-To-eArTh FArmers’ mArkeT: 
Open Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. all year at 
Spring and Main Sts. Call 923-4837.

sToNe BArNs’ ProGrAms: A series of produce-
related talks and tours are offered on Saturdays 
and family programs on Sundays at Stone Barns 
in Pocantico Hills. Call 366-9606 or visit www.
stonebarnscenter.org.

heAlThy liFe series: Phelps Memorial Hospital 

Center in Sleepy Hollow offers the community a 
wide range of programs on health-related subjects 
as well as health screenings and support groups. 
Visit www.phelpshospital.org.

Films For childreN: Weekends at noon at the 
Jacob Burns Film Center in Pleasantville. Call 
747-5555 or visit www.burnsfilmcenter.org.

childreN’s ProGrAms AT The liBrAries: Stories, 
rhymes and songs for children of various ages at 
Tarrytown’s Warner Library and Irvington Public 
Library. For Warner, call 631-7734 or visit www.
warnerlibrary.org. For Irvington, call 591-7840 or 
visit www.irvingtonlibrary.org

chess cluB: The Warner Library Chess Club 
meets on the second, third and fourth Thursday 
of the month from 6:30 to 8:45 p.m. Call 631-
7734 or visit www.warnerlibrary.org.

www.thehudsonindependent.com     March  2014    The Hudson Independent    19

The Listings are compiled by Sally Kellock.

92 NORTH BROADWAY (RTE9)
TARRYTOWN, NY. 10591

Phone# 332-0294
WWW.123WINEAVE.COM

Grape Expectations
WINE AND LIQUOR MERCHANT

15% OFF
YOUR NEXT

WINE PURCHASE
WITH THIS AD. CANNOT BE

COMBINED WITH OTHER
DISCOUNTS. SOME ITEMS ARE
EXCLUDED. NO MINIMUM OR

MAXIMUM.



John Zoumboulis, 44
John Nicholas Zoumboulis, the proud 

owner and operator of the Horseman Res-
taurant in Sleepy Hollow since 1999, died 
peacefully on February 13 after losing his 
two-and- a-half year battle resulting from 
a cardiac arrest. He was 44.

Mr. Zoumboulis was a lifelong Stam-
ford resident. He graduated from Westhill 
High School in 1988 and earned his bach-
elor’s degree from St. John’s University in 
1992. He went on to work in financial ser-
vices as a bonds trader at Paloma Partners, 
LLC, but was an ambitious entrepreneur 
at heart who started several small business-
es. He was a lifelong member of the An-
nunciation Greek Orthodox Church and 
served the church in many capacities from 
youth group president to parish council 
member. He cherished his church and his 
businesses, but most of all, loved spending 
time with his children, family and friends, 
and his German Shepherds. He was also 
very active in martial arts for over 25 years. 
He was a loyal, fun-loving man who was 
proud of his Greek heritage.

Oliverio Ojito, 78
Oliverio A. Ojito, a resident of Sleepy 

Hollow, died suddenly on February 9. He 
was 78.

He was a barber and proprietor of Oli-
ver’s Barber Shop on John Street for many 
years. He is survived by his son Jose (Ma-
ria) and his granddaughters Jennifer, Me-
lissa and Lauren. 

Sophie Sciarpelletti Doherty, 96
Sophie Imhof Sciarpelletti Doherty, a 

resident of Tarrytown, died February 9. 
She was 96.

She was born in North Tarrytown on 
June 29, 1917.  She was a lifelong parish-
ioner of Immaculate Conception Church. 
She was also a member of the VFW Post 
1939 Ladies Auxiliary. For a period of 
about 20 years, she lived in Coconut 
Creek, FL before coming back to Tarry-
town.

She was married to Bernard Sciarpel-
letti, who predeceased her in 1962. She 
later married William Doherty, who pre-
deceased her in 1999. 

Walter J. Koval, 91
Walter J. Koval, a lifelong Sleepy Hollow 

resident, died February 10. He was 91.
Mr. Koval was born in North Tarrytown, 

now Sleepy Hollow. He was a communi-
cant of Holy Cross RC Church where he 
married Gloria Galassi in October of1947. 
She predeceased him in 2012.

Mr. Koval served in WWII with the U.S. 
Army in the European Theater along with 
his twin brother Joe and brothers Willie 
and Eddie, also twins. After military ser-
vice, he began work at General Motors’ 
Chevrolet Division plant as did many of 
his siblings. He retired in 1985. He was a 
member of VFW Post #1939, UAW Local 

664 and the Slovak Catholic Sokol.

Barbara Lofaro, 81
Barbara Grace Lofaro, a graduate of 

North Tarrytown High School and resi-
dent of Ossining, died on February 5. She 
was 81.

She was born in Tarrytown and earned 
an Associate’s Degree from Marymount 
College in Tarrytown. She worked for the 
Bank of New York for many years. She had 
a love for detail. This not only aided her 
in her career, but also helped her organize 
and plan many trips across the country 
and overseas. She loved to travel, and went 
on many trips with her sisters, friends, and 
in her later years, her senior’s group in Os-
sining. She had an infectious laugh.

John (Jack) Downing, 80
John Francis (Jack) Downing, a resident 

of Sleepy Hollow, died peacefully on Feb-
ruary 15. He was 80.

He was born in Tarrytown and graduat-
ed from Archbishop Stepinac High School 
in 1951. He attended St. Michael’s College 
in Colchester, Vermont.  He enlisted in the 
United States Marine Corps in 1956 and 
was stationed in Hawaii until his Honor-
able Discharge in 1958.

 He married Ann Everly of Leavenworth, 
Kansas at St. Theresa’s Church on Octo-
ber 7, 1961. She predeceased him in 2007. 
He was employed by General Motors from 
1958 through his retirement in 1987. Mr. 
Downing was a longtime active and dedi-
cated member of the FOE Eagles Aerie 
1042 in Sleepy Hollow, where he served as 
treasurer for the past 18 years.

Rose Schuttenberg, 89
Rose Schuttenberg, a longtime resident 

of Tarrytown, died February 20 at Sarato-
ga Hospital in Saratoga Springs, NY. She 
was 89.

She lived in Tarrytown most of her life, 
moving to her daughter’s home in upstate 
New York in 2001. A homemaker, years 
ago she worked in the mortgage dept. of 
County Trust in Tarrytown. An active 
member of the Tarrytown Senior Citi-
zens, she enjoyed reading, but she espe-
cially loved the company of her family. A 
member of Church of the Transfiguration, 
in Tarrytown, she was a member of the 
church Women’s Society.

Mary Giunta, 91
Mary Patricia ‘Pat’ Giunta, a former 

longtime Irvington and Tarrytown resi-
dent, died February 21 in Chevy Chase, 
MD. She was 91. 

She had been a school teacher who 
taught at North Tarrytown High School 
and later at North Rockland High School. 
In her retirement, she spent several years 
as a Docent at Lyndhurst. She had been a 
parishioner of Transfiguration Church and 
a member of the Transfiguration Seniors.
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ObituariesDWYER & VANDERBILT
FUNERAL HOME

Tarrytown

WATERBURY & KELLY
FUNERAL HOME

of Briarcliff Manor

�e Guarino Family continues 
the warm and personal service 

which was originally 
established by Jack Kelly

�  Individualized Service  
�  Pre-Planning  

�
�

Dwyer & Vanderbilt
Funeral Home

90 North Broadway
Tarrytown, NY  10591

(914) 631-0621

Waterbury & Kelly
Funeral Home

1300 Pleasantville Road
Briarcliff Manor, NY  10510

(914) 941-0838

Our Family Serving Yours

Celebrating Life with dedication, excellence and innovation. 
Our sta� have over 100 years of combined experience serving families. 
We serve all faiths, and can provide a full range of options to meet your 
individual religious or �nancial needs. We o�er immediate out of town 

funeral services and transfers and are within close proximity 
to all Westchester houses of worship and cemeteries.
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To the Editor:
 

I am writing in response to Janie Ros-
man’s Article from February 2014 titled, 
“Change of Use Puts Mint At Odds with 
Village over Parking.  

The way I read this article, it should be 
titled “Village at Odds with Mint Over 
Success in Growing its Business.”

Granted, it is the responsibility of Tar-
rytown Administrators to make policy and 
decisions in keeping with a livable commu-
nity.  

However, the information provided says 
more about Tarrytown’s misguided Village 
Code as regards a “Parking Fund” replac-
ing a “Jitney Fund,” where neither has [to-
date] demonstrated any improvement to 
parking for those driving-in to enjoy a meal 
at Mint, or any other restaurant. 

In fact, the exorbitant and dispropor-
tionate levy on Mint effectively penal-
izes a business that for years has been a 
“Net Contributor” to Tarrytown, while 
the funds being sought smack of Alaska’s 
“bridge to nowhere”, because nowhere is 
there an indication of just how those funds 
are to result in a net improvement to park-
ing.

Given Tarrytown’s enviable position as 
an attractive place for business to invest, 
the decision-makers involved would serve 
the Village well if they re-oriented their 
short-term policy for a long-term plan that 
rewards businesses like Mint for staying in 
Tarrytown. Otherwise, as has occurred in 
so many other villages and towns, the cost 
of doing business will outweigh the ben-
efits of staying or moving in.

There are many local municipalities with 
friendlier policies that would welcome 
Mint and other aspiring Tarrytown small 

businesses with open arms, much to the 
Village’s loss of diversity and character.

Sincerely, 

Pedro Ceron
Tarrytown

Math-related  
Activities are 
Available at SH 
High
To the Editor:

I’m writing to respond to the article “Tar-
rytown Parent Hopes Math Help Adds Up 
For Students.” While I respect the opin-
ion of Mr. Zamdmer and his enthusiasm 
for motivating students to get involved in 
math, I disagree that there is “zero push for 
math” in high school. 
In fact, as students grow older and progress 
through high school, there are many extra-
curricular activities available that pertain to 
mathematics. These activities include the 
Math Team, National Math Honor Soci-
ety, Computer Coding Club, the American 
Math Competition, and many more.
The math team meets for competitions 
once a month against neighboring schools 
in Westchester County. The meets allow 
students to compete as a team and as an 
individual. The individuals who score the 
highest cumulatively are invited to par-
ticipate in statewide competitions. I am 
a member of the Math Team, and I thor-
oughly enjoy participating in the meets. In 
addition, participation in the club is at an 
all time high with close to 30 students par-
ticipating regularly.

The National Math Honor Society is open 
to students who have maintained an un-
weighted minimum math average of 85 
or above throughout high school level 
courses. Once inducted into the society, 
each member must participate in numer-
ous events to remain in the society that 
include participating in pi day events, tu-
tor peers, attend planning meetings, assist 
at the Lego Robotics competition, assist at 
the Washington Irving March Math Mad-
ness, and promote mathematics through-
out the school.       
The Computer Coding Club is a fairly 
new club that’s open to all students with 
a consistent membership that displays an 
interest in computer programming. The 
club meets every Wednesday after school. 
The levels of programming knowledge vary 
from expert to novice. The students learn 
through the use of Python and tutorial sites 
such as Code Academy. The interest in the 
class has spawned the creation of an AP 

computer programming class.   
The American Math Competition is held 
once a year and open to all high school stu-
dents. Students who participate are eligible 
for national recognition and scholarship 
opportunities.  
At Sleepy Hollow we have been granted 
one of the most amazing groups of math 
teachers who hold a passion for their job 
and provide every individual windows of 
assistance. Math is far more than the ex-
ams you take in class and the homework 
you complete, it’s a way to understand the 
world. I’m grateful for all the opportunities 
I have been provided with. I enjoy being 
president of the Math Honor Society and 
tutoring students in all areas of math. My 
goal is to become a math teacher and get 
students to be as passionate about math as 
I am.

Christine Greige
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Welcome back to “tech stuff.” I’ve been 
asked to go into more detail about back-
ups. As I said last time, I think it’s critical to 
keep educating everyone about topics like 
this. I’m convinced that backup is the most 
important maintenance task you can do for 
your computer.

Why Backup?
Family pictures. Important documents. 

Financial data. These are the types of infor-
mation you have stored on your computer. 
For most people, loss of this information 
would be catastrophic. What would you do 
if your computer experiences a system fail-
ure, hard drive crash or malware attack that 
causes loss of access to these files? What 
about something as simple as deleting a 

file by mistake – how would you recover? 
The answer is not “I don’t know” or “I’d call 
someone like you” – the only answer is “I’d 
restore from my backup”.

Backup Systems Pros and Cons
So how do you setup a backup system 

and what kind of system works best? Let’s 
answer the second question first. The best 
kind of backup system is one that is com-
pletely automatic, simple to restore from 
and simple to manage. In addition, you 
want as few “moving parts” as possible. By 
this I mean, the minimal amount of hard-
ware and software you’ll need to maintain 
to keep your solution up and running.

Though there are as many as five different 
kinds of backup systems, in my experience 
there are two that work best – local and on-
line (nowadays referred to as “cloud”). A lo-

cal backup system is one where 
the copy of your important files 
is physically located in the same 
place as your computer. This is good 
for performance (the information 
doesn’t have far to travel) and access (the 
storage medium, usually an external hard 
drive, can be physically handled) but bad 
for security (easy access means easy damage 
or theft) and disaster recovery (if you have a 
flood or a fire, you could lose your backup 
as well as your computer). Other pros and 
cons: this method is typically easy to setup 
(local backup software is built into PC and 
Mac computers) and inexpensive (hard 
drive storage is cheap) but you have to wor-
ry about the drive being properly powered, 
connected and working so the management 
overhead is an issue. Due to the negatives of 
the local backup system, I typically recom-
mend an online backup system.

An online backup system is one where 
the copy of your important files is NOT 
located in the same place as your computer. 
This is achieved by UPLOADING your 
files to a server on the Internet. This is bad 
for performance (initially ONLY, since the 
first backup requires that ALL your files be 
sent to the server; subsequent backups hap-
pen MUCH faster) and access (you can’t 
physically touch your backup) but good for 
security (all your information is encrypted 
aka scrambled) and disaster proof (since the 
information isn’t at your location). Other 
pros and cons: this method is also easy to 
setup (sign up and pay, install and config-
ure) and mostly foolproof (“set it and forget 
it” – because there’s no hardware to man-
age) but the cost is recurring (based on a 
monthly fee that gets discounted if you 
sign up for a year or two years). Regard-

less of the system 
you choose, I 
urge everyone to 

CHECK his or 
her backup system 

from time to time to 
ensure it is functioning properly. 

Products and Recommendations
Local backup systems have two com-

ponents: hardware and software.  Online 
backup systems are software only. As previ-
ously mentioned, both PC and Mac com-
puters come with built in backup software 
(Windows Backup and Time Machine 
respectively). For hardware, I’m partial to 
external hard drives made by Seagate and 
LaCie. My preferred online backup system 
is called Mozy. I am not a fan of their pri-
mary competitor Carbonite.

One more thing to consider: the hybrid 
strategy. Even though I prefer online to lo-
cal, the combination of the two systems is 
very powerful. The access and availability of 
local with the security and safety of online 
is the best of both worlds. And Mozy for 
Windows provides a feature that enables 
this – they call it “2xProtect”. The software 
does both online and local backup simul-
taneously. To accomplish this on a Mac, 
simply use both Time Machine and Mozy.

I hope you found this information valu-
able. Please email me at craig@mycom-
puterguy-inc.com if you have something 
specific you would like me to address. To 
be continued…

Craig Vogel is President and Chief Technolo-
gist of myComputerGuy, inc., a small business 
and consumer IT consulting firm based in 
Irvington. 

by Craig Vogel
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The Importance of Computer Backups

Coworking is a way of life. A life style, if you will.

It's a way to get more done — in an inspiring space, with 
fewer distractions (no laundry pile), and more opportunities 
to network, collaborate and connect (your cat doesn’t count) 

than any home office, cafe, or library could ever provide.

Use us how you need us: from full-time desks to daily drop 
ins, conference room use to faxing and printing. Laptop and 

ideas required. We've got the rest covered.

Try us free for a day! Visit our website to learn more.

(Co)Work’s like a dream.

SAVE THE DATE!!!
Coworking Open House in Sunday Mar 29, 1-5

Tech Stuff

Tues: 9-5  ·  Wed: 11-7
Thu, Fri: 11-5  ·  Sat: 10-3
Sun, Mon: CLOSED
www.squintoptometry.com
VSP Provider

Dr. Debra Bernstein
68 Main Street
Irvington, NY
914-231-7557

SQUINTSQUINT®®

eye exams  frames  contact lenses

PTOMETRY



by Elaine Marranzano

Remember when Roy’s 
Deli at 8 Main Street in 
Tarrytown served what The 
New York Times hailed as 
an “exemplary” roast beef 
sandwich? Food so good, 
even the Rockefellers took 
a little “Roy’s” along on 
their yacht, the Dauntless. 
For almost four decades, 
proprietors Quentin Parnell 
and Roy Colsey catered to 
hungry patrons who 
long for the taste to 
this day. 

“Roy’s combo wedge 
was one of the most de-
licious things I’ve ever 
eaten, and Quent and 
Roy took the recipe to 
their graves. I have tried 
for years to replicate that 
sandwich.” 

—Lucas J. Meyer on 
Facebook

 
Colsey opened Roy’s in 

1945 as a frozen foods store 
(a cutting-edge innovation at the time). 
Parnell joined about five years later after 
meeting Colsey on Jones Beach. 

 “Roy and my dad were both fisherman 
and both smokers at the time. He asked my 
dad for a light and they started talking. Roy 
was a big talker. Then he just asked my dad 
to work for him,” recalled daughter Elaine 
Parnell Winward.

It was a winning combination. For 38 
years the duo worked from early morning 
until 8 or 10 at night, making everything 
from scratch. 

“My dad would make beef barley soup 
and 40 pounds of meatloaf every day, but 
what really put them on the map were the 
wedges,” said Winward.  

The bread for the wedges came from Al-
ter’s Bakery, and the milk and dairy prod-
ucts sold in the store came from Diamond 
Dairy formerly on Wildey Street.

But it is not only the food that people 
remember. 

“My biggest memory is the ambience,” 
said Roy Colsey, Jr., Roy’s son who was a 
physical education teacher for 33 years 
at Sleepy Hollow High School. “There 
were these big wagon wheels on the ceil-
ing and this old wooden box telephone by 
the counter that worked until the day they 
left!” 

Many people on Facebook share Colsey’s 
recollections of the store.

“I’ll never forget those worn-out floors 
creaking as you walked down the aisles, or the 
bells on the front door that jingled when it 
was opened or shut.” 

—John Naples

“I seem to recall a sign behind the counter 
saying something like: ‘Our credit manager 
is Helen Waite, so if you want credit, go to 
Helen Waite.’” 

—Mark Jurcic

There was no cash register at Roy’s to 
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Remember When: Roy’s Deli

Welcome an international 
student into your family

Host Families accommodate wonderful students from all over 
the world who come to Tarrytown to improve their English!
Few experiences can spark an interest in the world like 
welcoming an international student into your home. Host 
families come in all shapes and sizes, and enjoy learning 
about new cultures and sharing their own. We know the 
decision to host is a big one, and it starts with a conversation. 

Mentor incoming international students who will be at the EF 
school in Tarrytown and may be experiencing the U.S. for the 
very �rst time.  Help incoming international students adjust to 
life as an ‘American.’  Invite your mentee over for a meal or 
family get together.  Head to the beach or a state park.  Go to a 
movie.  Share a walk.  Share a laugh.  Learn about one another’s 
cultures.

Mentor an International Student 
in the U.S. for the First Time

International
Language Schools

100 Marymount Avenue
Tarrytown, NY  10591
(914) 597-7100

For more information, contact
Maria Phillips at (914) 597-7125

maria.phillips@EF.com, or
Nadia Gomez at (914) 597-7104

nadia gomez@EF.com

calculate transactions. A pencil behind the 
ear and a brown paper bag was all that was 
needed.

“They used to put all your items on the 
counter, write all the prices on your paper 
bag in a column and add it up (REALLY 
FAST),” said Joanne DelCarpine.

The store was always busy, but even when 
the line stretched out the door, Quent and 
Roy gave each customer their personal at-
tention, according to Colsey.

“Neither one of them hustled. People 
came in to talk to them and share a joke 
and it’s like the people waiting in line knew 
their turn would come,” he recalled. “My 
dad knew all the customer’s names and 
their children’s names.” 

The men were also father figures to the 
young men they employed, including 
Robert Shur who worked at Roy’s for three 
years in the mid-60s. 

“A lady used to come in and steal things. 
We would watch her through the cold cuts 
cabinet and write the price of the items on 
the bag which we included with her other 
items,” said Shur. 

One night Roy was almost killed go-
ing home to Pleasantville when his car 
smashed head-on into a tree. 

“My dad had to run the store alone for 
nine months. I remember seeing dark cir-
cles under his eyes. He was so exhausted,” 
said Winward.

The demands of running the store kept 
Parnell away from his family for much of 
the time, said Winward. “But I didn’t think 
twice about it. My dad was the best of the 
best. He was such a gentle soul and a great 
dad.”

When Quentin and Roy decided to re-
tire in 1984, nearly 100 people attended a 
farewell party. 

“It brings tears to my eyes to think of the 
good times we had in that store and the re-
spect people had for my dad,” Colsey said. 

Top: Storefront today; 
Bottom: Roy’s Deli
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a Boutique 
Collection of 
Waterfront Homes

RESORT STYLE LIVING ARRIVES IN WESTCHESTER

from $850,000

914.631.1198
HudsonHarborNY.com

LookoutNorththe

residences

HUDSON 
HARBOR

atStanding in front of Lookout North’s soaring windows, you feel a connection 
with the River. An abundance of glass helps to break down the barriers between 
your home and nature. Spacious balconies become a seamless extension of 
interior space, as evening sunsets unfold before your very eyes. A personal 
concierge assists with daily needs and ensures security, while integrated 
Smart Home technology and upgraded appliances simplify household tasks. 
A Residence at Lookout North is not simply a home, but a lifestyle.

The complete offering terms are contained in an offering plan available from the Sponsor.  File No. CD10-0296. Sponsor: Tarrytown 
Waterfront I LLC, 485 West Putnam Ave., Greenwich, CT 06830.  Address of the Property: 129 West Main Street, Tarrytown, NY 10591.  
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