














Oral Histories

Continued from page 18

many targeted root-based treatments. De-
spite the changes in both his trades, he still
thinks face-to-face interaction is key.
Although you can buy anything online,
Angel Rafter still believes that a real-world
connection is an essential part of her busi-
ness. Eight years ago to date of our session,
she launched Nu Toy Store midway down
Tarrytown’s Main Street; three years ago
she “took another leap of faith” and up-

graded to a storefront three times its size
closer to the Broadway intersection. This
location has made a huge difference to her
visibility and expanded her clientele dra-
matically, she said. Rafter makes a point of
also making herself visible in the commu-
nity, as an organizer of Third Friday and
co-President of the PTA. Customers appre-
ciate the hands-on touches at her shop you
can’t get on Amazon, from the thoughtful
gift-wrapping to special events and touch-
ing the toys.

Formerly in the corporate world, Rafter’s
move into this special subset of retail was
the perfect fit for the new mother in a town
that lacked a toy store. Her customers, un-
like those of many other businesses, “come
in 99.9 percent happy.” And, she added,
“The loyalty we have throughout the town
is phenomenal.”

Finally, some entrepreneurial advice from
the experts: “Love what you do,” said Me-
jias. “Be patient, have passion, tolerance,
energy. Everyday you're ready to think fast

and solve problems. Know everything.”

And, from Harris Banks: “You can’t be
grumpy, even if they just spent 10 cents.”

To listen to the full session and excerpts
please visit TheHudsonIndependent.com.
Next up: join us in the new year for an Oral
History session with the heads of non-prof-
its in our villages. RSVP to krista@sleepy-
hollowink.com. We will meet on Friday,
Jan. 13 at 1 p.m. in the Warner Library,
3rd floor. Happy holidays!

Neighborhood House
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ed lunches daily ($3). She’s found friends
here — “I know just about everybody” —
since she moved to town two years ago
from Yonkers. Plenty of others are lifers:

John Vlacancich, 97, also partakes of the
hot lunch as he “never cooks; not even cof-
fee.” He gets a bus ride here from Sleepy
Hollow where he’s lived for almost 60
years, with his son nearby.

Betty Vivica, going on 93, has been here
“all my life.” She remembers when the
Tarrytown Seniors met here and enjoys
“just being with people, getting out of the
house.” She stands a chance of winning the
“big-time money” at stake here today, she
jokes, maybe $6-$7. Vivica recalls watch-
ing the first bridge go up (when her uncle
was mayor and her sister marched in the

bridge’s inaugural parade) “And now I'm
lucky enough to see the second.”

Second only in popularity to the Can-
teen, which usually attracts up to 30 people
and is the only ongoing event that requires
a $10 annual membership, the weekly art
group is thriving at about 15 folks each
week. Instructor Chris Blatt generously
guides attendees in whatever individual
medium they are most interested in, which
all culminates in a robust annual show at
the Warner Library.

The chair yoga class is a hit with about 20
people at each session. “We try to promote
healthy aging,” Fazzino said.

In the future, Spinner would like to see
the NH further embracing its founding
premise. “I think the original name is a key
to our mission,” she said. “‘Civic’ implies a

“I think the original name is a key to our mission. ‘Civic’ implies a duty to be
involved in the daily life of the community and be a positive force.”
— NH Board President Francesca Spinner

duty to be involved in the daily life of the
community and be a positive force. This
is my definition, but I certainly hope The
Neighborhood House enriches the lives of
its members and makes the community a
special place,” she said. In the future, she
hopes to be more involved with Chamber
of Commerce events and cross-generation-
al connections with various groups. Their
basement currently serves as the home of
the high school special needs department’s
Independent Living Program, which trains
students in everyday skills like doing laun-
dry and making beds in rooms appointed

like a house.

Soon the NH plans to start distributing
its spirit and talents to various public loca-
tions around town in the form of vividly
painted Adirondack chairs. First, back to
bingo.

“I love everything that’s offered to us,”
Solomon said. “Sometimes I'm here five
days a week. I just love it.”

The Neighborhood House is located ar 43
Wildey Street and can be reached for more
info at (914) 631-0205.
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